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roof that wine was intentionally produced (instead of grapes left out to ferment on their own) has
been found on a pot shard, dating back to the Neolithic period, or about 7,000 BC. In fact, the intentional production of wine even out-dates the written word. Humans were producing, drinking and
collecting wine before they knew how to write- at this time they used images to convey ideas.
Early in the Neolithic period humans started farming. Before farming, humans lived a nomadic lifestyle: they had to keep on the move to hunt game and gather nuts, fruits and vegetables. Farming gave
Homo sapiens the ability to grow their own food and to stay in one place. Man could maintain permanent
homes, and with these settlements food and animal storage came. Humans created permanent wine production areas and wine cellars to ferment their wine-filled clay pots and jars, and save for special occasions.
As soon as humans understood how to keep a wine cellar, they did. Wine is thought to be the earliest form
of horticulture, as humans learned the cycles of the grape vine, and learned which grapes to pick at what
times in order to make a good tasting wine.
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Cradle of Wine:

T

In September 2010, archeologists discovered a 6,100 year old
winery and wine cellar in Areni (Vayots Dzor province), in present
day Armenia. Within the underground wine cellar, archaeologists
discovered a wine press for stomping grapes, fermentation and
storage containers, drinking cups, grape vines, skins, and seeds.
Though evidence of wine has dated back 7,000 years, this is
the earliest winery and wine cellar found to date. The findings indicated large scale wine production, quite possibly the earliest retail
winery. Archeologists suggest that our early ancestors used wine

Armenia

here are many legends about the origin of wine, and practically every region, which is winemaking, has a beautiful story.
According to the most realistic stories in the Bible, Noah came down from the top of Mount Ararat in Armenia, and planted
the first grape vine. By this time he created Viticulture. According to Holy Bible, the Humanity granted it’s second birth
in Armenia, on Ararat Mountain. "Noah, the tiller of the soil, was the first to plant a vineyard. He drank of the wine and became
drunk, and he uncovered himself within the tent." (Genesis 9:20-21)
Archaeological data and legends transferred through written testimony affirm that already in the III millennium BC wine
was an important presence in ancient Armenia's economic and social life.

in ceremonies to honor the dead. It is also thought as a gift, placed
and consumed inside the tombs. Wine-pressing tools have been
found installed into burials and tombs, and drinking cups around
the graves. Illustrations from that time reflect this evidence. According to Armenian and US scientists these findings are the
oldest and the most reliable evidence of wine production on the
Planet dating back 6100 years. It is the first time that a complete
archaeological site of wine production is discovered.
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Ijevan Wine-Brandy Factory

The factory was founded in 1951
and produces 40 different types
of wine, as well as brandy and
vodka. It features a wine cellar,
an aging cellar for brandy, a small
museum and a newly refurbished
tasting room with rustic décor.

"Yerevan Factory of Sparkling Wines" branch

"Yerevan Factory of Sparkling
Wines" was founded in 1939.
Currently, the factory is one of the
leaders in Armenia for production
of wines and spirits. It produces
a full range of sparkling wines,
including classic and collection
wines according to French technology, as well as brandies with
aging from 3 to 10 years.

"Shahnazaryan" Wine and Brandy Factory

The "Shahnazaryan" Wine and
Brandy Factory was established
in Armenia in 2005 as a family
enterprise. In 2009 a new modern complex for wine and brandy
production was built in Yeghvard, Kotayk province. Brandy
produced by the "Shahnazaryan" Wine and Brandy Factory
is made with such white grape
sorts as Garandmak, Rkatsiteli,
Mshali and Kangun.

"Glanzh Alco"

"Glanzh Alco" is premium
wine, brandy and vodka
company located at the foot
of Mt. Hatis in Aramus village, Kotayk Province. Wine
brands include white semidry
"Muskat", red dry "Areni",
red sweet "Kagor", red semisweet "Saperavi", sweet and
semi-sweet "Pomegranate"
and other fruit wines.

"Ginevan" Wine Factory

The "Ginevan" winery was
founded in 2005. Currently
"Ginevan" winery is considered among the five largest
Armenian wineries. Due to
its high technology and advanced equipment, the company produces more than 40
types of wines and spirits in
both standard and souvenir
bottles.

"Proshyan Brandy Factory"

The "Proshyan Brandy Factory" LLC was founded in
1887. The factory occupies
the territory of 35000 m2 and
has a large assortment of
alcoholic beverages including cognac, wine, vodka,
liquor and champagne. The
main products of the factory
are the Armenian brandies
of 3-30 years maturity known all over the world, which are made
of selected sorts of grape grown in the Ararat valley. The plant
is also famous for its original fruit wines, such as pomegranate,
quince, blackberry and cherry.

Yerevan Brandy Company "ArArAt"

Yerevan Brandy Company
"ArArAt" has preserved the
traditions of the legendary brandy manufacturing
since 1887 when a merchant
named Nerses Tairyan built
the first wine and brandy factory in Yerevan. In 1998, Yerevan Brandy Company became part of Pernod Ricard
Group, the world’s leader in
premium wines and spirits.
The special endemic grape
varieties with flavor properties that are no longer available anywhere in the world are used in production of "ArArAt". In all, there
are about 13 such varieties, with the main ones including grapes
such as Voskehat, Garan Dmak, Kangun and others. The method
of double steam distillation preserves the flavor and aroma of
grapes, and transfers them into the brandy spirits. The ageing
of the brandies is done exclusively in oak barrels, and in 2002
the factory rebuilt its own cooperage industry in accordance with
classic technology and using only Armenian varieties of oak. During the ageing process the spirit is enriched with natural flavors of
dried fruits, spices, chocolate and vanilla.
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"NOY" Yerevan Ararat Brandy-Wine-Vodka
Factory

Yerevan Ararat Brandy-WineVodka Factory was built by
the first guild merchant Nerses Tairyan in 1877 on the former sight of Erivan fortress.
In 1899 the company was
acquired by a Russian industrial company "Shustov and
Sons". In 1902 only Shustov,
the only one in the world, was
granted with the right to use the name "cognac" for the brandies
produced in Armenia. In the history of brandy production it was an
exceptional advantage, as only the French had the right to use the
word "cognac". In 1912 "Nikolay Shustov and sons" company, for
the highest quality of their products, became the Supplier of the
Imperial Court.
In 1920 the factory was nationalized and renamed Yerevan Ararat
Brandy-Wine-Vodka Factory. Yerevan Ararat Brandy-Wine-Vodka
Factory's products include ordinary and vintage brandies under
the trademark "NOY". The "NOY" brandies are based on the ancient traditions of Armenian brandy production.
The company produces 5, 7, 10, 15 and 25-year aged brandies. The company has been the official supplier of the Kremlin
since 2006.

"Armenia Wine"

"Armenia Wine", one of the
leading Armenian companies for wine, brandy and
vodka production, has production facilities in Sasunik
village, Aragatsotn province.
The company, which was
established in 2008, pro
duces a wide range of grape
and fruit wines and vodka. The whole complex is built with orange
tuff stones in classic Armenian architectural style and covers territory of 50,000 square meters. The company’s manufactured grape
wine assortment includes dry and semisweet types of red, rose and
white, and special editions of white and red wines. The company
also produces pomegranate dry and semisweet varieties.

"Van Ardi" Winery

"Van Ardi" is a newly established
boutique winery with vineyard
and lots of interesting plans for
the future growth. At the moment, the winery has only two
types of wine, but this number
will double next year. The owner
plans to build a multi-functional
site with a wine tasting hall and
a wine cellar, so that visitors can
see how the entire process from
grape to wine unfolds.

"Ashtarak’s Wines"

Established in 1954, "Ashtarak’s Wines"
is renowned producer of cognac and
Sherry wine. Nicely decorated tasting
area is located within impressive wine
cellar which houses a remarkable collection of old wines. Among others, in
"Ashtarak’s wines" one can taste some
uncommon wines such as: different
types of Sherry, rose petal wine and wine
made of 40 different herbs.

"Voskevaz" Wine Cellar

Established in 1932, "Vos
kevaz" Wine Cellar has a long
tradition of wine production.
The winery makes 11 different types of wines, including
fruit wines made of pomegranate and strawberry.

"Golden Grape Armas" LLC – Vineyards,
Winery, Hotel & Tasting Room

Golden Grape ArmAs was founded in 2007 by Armenak Aslanian.
"Golden Grape Armas" possesses 180 ha of stunning vineyards
and orchards with more than 400000 vines and 7000 fruit trees
planted on the hills north of Nor Yedesia village. The winery is held

to the highest international
standards and boasts the latest enological equipment, as
well as hundreds of traditional French and Karabakh oak
barrels used for aging.

"MAP" Winery

The Wine Brandy Factory of
Hoktemberian was founded in 1944 in the village of
Lenughi. After privatization
in 1995 it was renamed to
"MAP" CJSC. Vineyards of
"MAP" Company are located
in the Ararat valley, which is
considered one of the most
favorable places in the country for grape growing. The total vineyard area is about 114 ha. Initially, the aim of the company was
to use local wine base (Kharji, Voskehat, Garan Dmak, Rkatsiteli
grape varieties), but later other grape sorts like Mskhali, Kakhet,
Areni were brought from the remote regions of Armenia and Georgia. Such new sorts as Nerkeni, Tigrani, Muscadine Yerevanian
and many others were produced as the result of interbreeding.
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"Armavir Vineyards"

"Armavir Vineyards" is a newly established winery in Arevadasht village in the West
of Amavir Region. "Armavir
Vineyards" has more than
400 hectares of vineyards.
Both international and indigenous varietals are planted
in the vineyards, including
Chardonnay, Viognier, Kangun, Sauvignon Blanc, Voskehat for
white wines and Malbec, Tannat, Syrah, Merlot, Cabernet Franc,
Cabernet Sauvignon for the red ones.

"Mrganush" Wine and Brandy Factory

"Mrganush" wine and brandy
factory, located in the village of
Mrganush in Ararat province, is
proved to be one of the best carriers of the traditions of brandy
production. Cognacs are aged
in oak barrels. Blending of "Mrganush" brandy is carried out
with modern technologies and
equipments using traditional
methods.

"Van 777" Winery

"Van 777" wine and brandy factory
is a family-owned estate situated in
the countryside of Ararat Valley, the
main winemaking region of Armenia.
Among the wide range of products
one can find different types of wines
and 3-15 year old brandies.

"Ararat Cognac Factory"-"A.K.Z." LTD

Ararat Cognac Factory-"A.K.Z" has
more than 119 years of history of
wine, cognac and cognac spirits
manufacture. In 50’s of the 20th century it was one of the major companies in Armenia for production and
storage of cognac spirits. In the Ararat Cognac Factory the whole production cycle of cognac, wine and
strong spirits is done by classic technology, from receving grape to bottling. Grape for spirits is mainly cultivated in the factory’s own 255
hectares large vineyards.

"Avshar" Wine Factory

"Avshar" Wine Factory is one
of the leading producers of
alcoholic drinks in Armenia,
located in the village of Avshar in Ararat Province. Avshar
village is one of Armenia’s
leading agricultural areas.
The factory’s main products
are brandy (Armenian cognac), wine and vodka.

"Eraskh" Wine and Brandy Factory

"Eraskh" Wine and Brandy Factory is located in Yeraskh village,
Ararat province, 80 km south
of Yerevan. "Eraskh" Wine and
Brandy Factory has developed
a unique technology for aging,
processing and bottling cognac.
The factory has a special cellar
where ageing of the brandies occurs in the oak barrels. The factory produces the famous "Three
Graces" dessert wine, "Vernatoun" wines and "Tigran Mets" brandy. The company is also engaged in the production of berry, fruit
liqueurs and vodkas.

"Zorah" Wines

"Zorah" Wines was found in 1998.
The vineyards of Zorah are situated
in the small rural village of Rind in
the heart of Yeghegnadzor, Armenia’s
grape growing region. The wines of
"Zorah" are aged not only in French
oak, but also in much denser Armenian oak barrels. "Zorah" embraces
the ancient local tradition of aging its
wines in distinctive clay amphorae
known as "karas", which are sealed
with wax and dug deep into the earth to preserve the intense flavors
and authentic varietal purity of the wine. Today the Karasi Areni Noir
is the winery's only wine that is available for purchase.

"Areni" Wine Factory

"Areni" Wine Factory is located
at the entrance of Areni village,
Vayots Dzor Province. The winery was founded in 1994 with the
aim of continuing and enriching
ancestral winemaking traditions.
Although a young company, the
"Areni" Winery is already a local
landmark, known for its famous
wine grapes and traditional process of Armenian wine production. The winery specializes in the production of premium dry red
Vayots Dzor wines from the Areni grape. The winery produces
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250,000 bottles of wine a year and ages its wines in oak barrels
for one to fifteen years. "Areni" Wine Factory with a newly build
degustation hall is the best place to taste Areni wine.

"Areni Wine Vault" Restaurant and Wine Cellar

"Areni Wine Vault" tavern is located in Areni village of Vayots Dzor
province. It is positioned on the
right side of Yerevan-Meghri highway. The services of the tavern include providing dishes and homemade Areni wine. In "Areni Wine
Vault" guests can try Areni red
wine with tasty fish of Arpa river.

"Mets Syunik" Winery

"Mets Syunik" company was established in 1995. Having founded the wine factory in 2001 in
Aghavnadzor village, Vayots Dzor
province, the company started
producing wine. The company
owns 60,000 square meters of
vineyards that are located in
Aghavnadzor village, 1700 meters above the sea level. "Mets
Syunik" grows Areni grape and uses this variety for production of
dry, semi-dry and semi-sweet elite red wines which won a number of awards. The company uses modern facilities and traditional
methods in the wine production.

"Vedi Alco" Winery Branch

"Vedi Alco" Winery branch is located in
the eye-catching and gorgeous village of
Getap, Vayots Dzor Province. Getap is
especially famous for its rich vineyards,
which produce the best quality Areni
grapes. Getap Winery was established in
the village in 1938. In 1998 "Vedi Alco",
the biggest wine producing company in
Armenia, privatized the winery and currently it is one of the three winemaking
enterprises operated by Vedi Alco LLC.
The company has 150 hectare fields of native grape sorts in Vayots Dzor and Ararat valley, which are located between 800-1300m
above sea level, on hilly lands. The wines made from Areni grape,
among them Areni, Vernashen, Getap, and Yeghegis, are processed and aged in Getap Winery. The company 'Vedi Alco "produces alcohol, vodka, high-quality wines and champagne.

"Maran" Winery

"Maran" is a winery that
produced the first wine in
the Republic of Armenia
after the country gained
independence. The winery
is located in Yeghegnadzor
town. "Maran" has 20 types
of wine and also produces
fruit vodkas. Dry and semisweet wines are aged for 1.5 years in oak barrels. The company

also produces pomegranate and apricot wines with raw material
collected from Armenia. "Maran" exports 40,000 bottles of wine
annually.

"Getnatoun" Wine Cellar

"Getnatoun" winery is situated in the Valley of Arpa River, in Vayots
Dzor region. The winery was founded in 1999. The winery uses
the high quality yield of its own vineyard and modern wine making technologies. This combined with meticulous control throughout the production process has led to the production of superior
"Getnatoun" wines, now famous and
demanded among the consumers. To
ensure the high quality of the wine,
the fermentation occurs naturally.
Presently Getnatoun winery produces more than 7 types of wines among
them red and white, ordinary, dry,
semidry and semisweet natural wines
as well as vintage wines through the
method of natural fermentation. The
wines do not contain any admixtures
and preservatives.

Arman's Wine House

In a quiet residential neighborhood of Yeghegnadzor, Arman
Hakhverdyan has turned the front
of his house into a wine tasting
room and dining room. With a
long family history of making his
own wines and spirits, Arman
decided to renovate his home to
show off his production facilities
as well as open the doors to visitors who want to sample the family’s wine and home cooking. If you
want a truly unique experience of local wines and local foods, Arman’s house is well worth the visit.

"Old Bridge" Winery with B&B

The "Old Bridge" Winery and
Bed and Breakfast is located in
Yeghegnadzor, just off the GorisMeghri road. Owned by Armen
and Ashkhen Khalatyan the "Old
Bridge" winery was established
in 1998. It is a very small boutique winery that specialises in
producing wine using Armenian
grapes, made mainly from Areni, Kakheti and Voskehat varietals.
Their vineyards are located in five different geographical locations
near the right bank of the Arpa River in the village of Arpi, 12501300m above sea level. The winery combines traditional Armenian
and modern winemaking technologies and equipment to make 3
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dry reds, as well as a slightly off dry white and a Grappa. All the
wine is aged in 350 liter Karabakh oak barrels for at least 1.5-2
years. The guests can participate in grape harvesting, winemaking, grappa distillation, bottling and labeling wine for themselves.

"Vayk Group" CJSC Winery and Dry Fruits
Production

"Vayk Group" CJSC winery and
dry fruits production is located in
Vayk town, Vayots Dzor Province.
The company was established in
2001 and is specialized in production and exporting of 4 types
of wine (white semisweet, white
dry, red semisweet, red dry),
fruit spirits, dried fruits (apricot,
plum, cherry, apple, peach) and
fresh fruits. "Vayk Group" has
its own wine factory with 450m2
large wine cellar and storehouses. The wines, made from the local grape sorts Areni and Voskehat, are produced using a local
traditional way, then aged in oak barrels and bottled with Italian
state of the art system.

"Samelon" Vardenis Sea-Buckthorn
Processing Plant

"Samelon" Vardenis Sea-Buckthorn
Processing Plant is located in Vardenis
town, Gegharkunik province. The company processes ecologically clean sea
buckthorn (Hippophae) and produces
juices, wine, vodka and sauces.

Cradle of Wine:
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Bulgaria
G

rape growing and wine production have a long history in Bulgaria, dating back to the times of the Thracians. Wine is,
together with beer and grape rakia, among the most popular alcoholic beverages in the country.
Since 1960 Bulgaria was officially divided into five viticultural regions:
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Danubian Plain (North Bulgarian)
The Danubian Plain or North Bulgarian region encompasses the
south banks of the Danube and the central and western parts
of the Danubian Plain. Typical styles are Muscat Ottonel, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Chardonnay, Aligoté, Pamid and the local Gamza.
Black Sea (East Bulgarian)
The Black Sea region is where 30% of all vines are located. Wine
styles include Dimyat, Riesling, Muscat Ottonel, Ugni blanc, Sauvignon blanc, Traminer, and Gewürztraminer.
Rose Valley (Sub-Balkan)
The Rose Valley region is located south of the Balkan Mountains. It
is divided into an eastern and western subregion, with styles such
as Muscatel, Riesling, Rkatsiteli, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot dominating. The region mostly produces dry and off-dry white
wine and less red wine. The region includes the Sungurlare Valley,
famous for its wine from the Red Misket grape variety.
Thracian Lowland (South Bulgarian)
The region includes the central part of the lowland, as well as parts
of the Sakar mountain. Mavrud, a famous local wine, as well as
Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Muscatel and Pamid are grown.
Struma River Valley (Southwest Bulgarian)
The region includes the southwestern parts of Bulgaria, the valley
of the river Struma in the historical region of Macedonia. The local
style Shiroka melnishka loza (taking its name from Melnik), as well
as Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot are cultivated.

Midalidare Estate

Midalidare Estate, one of the best
boutique wineries in Bulgaria, is
located in the Thracian Valley
- the most suitable region for
grape growing in Bulgaria. The
region has thousands of years of
wine tradition. There are 160 hectares of vineyards where the premium quality white varieties have
been planted: Sauvignon Blanc,
Semillon, Pinot Gris, Chardonnay, Viognier and reds: Syrah, Malbec, Cabernet Franc, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Petit Verdot
and Mourvedre. The complex includes winery, hotel, guest house,
spa center and restaurant.

Chateau-Hotel "Trendafiloff"

Chateau "Trendafiloff" is located
in the Central part of the Thracian valley. Chateau "Trendafiloff" cultivates about 100 acres
of its own vineyards. The capacity of the winery is up to 100 tons,
but at this stage it produces
about 50 tons. The Wine cellar
is specialized in production of
"Cabernet Sauvignon", "Merlot",
"Shyraz & Cabernet Sauvignon", "Chardonnay", "Muscat Ottonel"
and "Rose".

"Svoboda" Winery

"Svoboda" Winery is a small wine cellar, located 10 km southeast of the town of Chirpan, in one of the most propitious vine growing regions of Bulgaria - the sunny Thracian
Plain, part of the South Bulgarian Region.
"Svoboda" Winery preserves the deeply
rooted traditions of this old vine-growing and
wine-making region, which date back to the
time of the ancient Thracians, who were skillful vine-growers and amazing wine masters.
"Svoboda" Winery produces only 500 tons of
high quality wine from grapes grown on 1000
decars of their own vineyards. They cultivate
both red and white grape varieties, typical for
the Chirpan region: rkatsiteli, dimiat, misket, muscat, aligote, chardonnet; merlot, cabernet, and pamid.

"Four Friends" Winery

The Four Friends winery has over 40
hectares of vineyards in the Thracian
Valley, the best wine growing region
of Bulgaria. The first vineyards of
the varieties Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot were planted back in 2006, following a careful study of the terrain,
the climatic and soil conditions of
the region. Vineyards are grown using a special method that combines

modern viticultural practices with hands-on care. The winery has
a total production capacity of 400 thousand litres annually, and a
bottling capacity of some 300 thousand bottles. The wine is then
left to mature in oak barrels.

Edoardo Miroglio Wine Cellar

Boutique winery Edoardo Miroglio is located in the Thracian
valley, in the region of Elenovo
village, 22 km from Nova Zagora. The winery is located in the
central part of an array of approximately 220 hectares of vineyards. Some of the varieties cultivated by Edoardo Miroglio wine
cellar are: Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot, Syrah, Cabernet Franc,
Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Muscat
Ottonel, Gewurztraminer, Sauvignon Blanc, Mavrud, Rubin, Melnik 55 and Bouquet. The annual
production capacity of Edoardo Miroglio winery is approximately
1 million liters of wine.
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18 Sub-Balkan Wine Region – Rose Valley
The most popular wineries and wine cellars in this region are:

Chateau "Windy Hills"

Korten Winery Domaine Boyar International

Korten Winery is situated in the viticultural region of Thracian Valley, in the village of Korten, only few kilometers away from Nova
Zagora. Since 2003, Korten
produces mainly limited series of red and white boutique wines, making use of
selected cabernet sauvignon, merlot and mavrud.
The high quality Solitaire and
Cluster brands are also produced there.

Angelus Estate

Angelus Estate, is situated in close proximity to the Zhrebchevo (Stallion) Dam,
on the hillsides of Mt. Sredna Gora.
Angelus Estate possesses 106 ha of
vineyards planted in 2007-2008. The
vineyards are located near the villages
of Chervenakovo and Banya. Angelus
Estate has a processing capacity of 650
tons of grapes. Hall for fermentation has
area of 3 000 m2 with 88 fermentation
tanks. The winemaking technology is
traditional, using mainly manual labor.

"Sinite Skali" Winery

Chateau "Windy Hills" is situated 12 km west of Sliven, on the
main road from Sofia to Burgas.
The winery is specialized in the
production of small quantities of
quality wines from Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Mavrud, Syrah
and Muscat of Alexandria. Chateau "Windy Hills" uses only the
grapes grown on its own lands.
Wine matures from six to 36
months in oak barrels.

"Sinite Skali" Wine Cellar is strategically
situated in the Thracian Valley near the
town of Sliven, a region renowned for the
production of high quality white and red
wines. The main types cultivated there
are cabernet sauvignon, chardonnay,
merlot, muscat and dimiat. The winery
produces a wide range of quality white
and red wines.

Vini Sliven

Vini Sliven was originally
founded in 1920 as a winemaking cooperative under
the name of "Shevka" and
modernized in the 60s. Currently it is one of the biggest
wineries in Bulgaria with an
annual capacity of about 80
million kg of grapes, 3 bottling lines, and 3000 barrels.

Marvin Wine-cellar Ltd.

"Marvin" winery was established
in 2005 on the territory of Hadzhi
Dimitrovo village in the municipality of Yambol, 20 km away from
the town of Sliven. All wines are
made from hand-harvested, carefully selected, fully ripe grapes
grown at 120 ha of Marvin’s vineyards, located 200 meters away
from the cellar. The winery produces red wines from the varieties Cabernet-Sauvignon, Merlot, Pinot Noir, Shiraz and Cabernet
Sauvignon Rose. The white varieties include Chardonnay, Aligote,
Muscat Ottonel, Viognier and Sauvignon Blanc. All red wines are
aged in 225 l high quality French oak barrels.

Domain Marash

The "Marash" Winery is a new
generation winery established
in the town of Straldzha. The
wine is produced from 50 ha
of own vineyards and the main
varieties are Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Merlot,
Pinot Noir, Syrah, Malbec, Petit
Verdot, Chardonnay, Muscat,
Traminer, Sauvignon Blanc and Viognier. For the spirits "Domain
Marash" uses raw material from orchards with 200 hectares planted with apples, plums and cherries. The winery possesses modern equipment and vessel capacity of 4,000 hectoliters, as well as
vessels of small capacity of 10 to 100 hectoliters for the selection
of small batches of high-quality wines.

"Chateau Sungurlare"

"Chateau Sungurlare" was built
in 2012 near the town of Sungurlare. The wines are produced
from 40 ha of own vineyards
planted with Muscat, Italian Riesling, Chardonnay, Muscat and
Merlot. Chateau has the most
modern technical equipment for
the production of white and red
wines, with capacity to process
250 tons of grapes and to produce 150 tons of wine per year.
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Vinex Slavyantsi "Vinex Slavyantsi" AD

Vinex Slaviantsi is one of the biggest and most famous wineries in
Bulgaria functioning since 1950. The
enterprise produces wine and brandy
in the region of the Sungurlare Valley,
which is the most Eastern part of Bulgarian sub-Balkan wine-growing and
wine-producing region, the "Valley
of Roses". The vineyards of "Vinex
Slavyantsi" are about 7,000 decares and are located on the southern slopes of hills in the Valley. Local climate is very suitable for white vine-growing of Red Misket,
Chardonnay, Gewurztraminer, Muscat Ottonel, German Riesling,
Sauvignon Blanc, Vyonnie, Pinot Gris and Gryner. Red types here
include Pinot Noir, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc
and Shiraz. Vineks Slaviantsi manages five wineries in the region:
Slavyantsi, Sungurlare, Lozarevo, Chernitsa and Karnobat. A
wide range of wine production takes place there. Its most popular
wines are white.

Winery "Minkov Brothers"

Winery "Minkov Brothers" is a fascinating new destination for wine
tourism located about 15 km west
of Karnobat. The winery grows the
following grape varieties: Cabernet
Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay, Gewurztraminer, Merlot,
Muscat Ottonel, Pinot Noir, Riesling,
Sauvignon Blanc, Syrah and Viognier.

Eastern Region – The Black Sea coast
The most popular wineries and wine cellars in this region are:

LVK-Vinprom Targovishte

LVK–Vinprom Targovishte, which is
one of the biggest wine producers in
Bulgaria, inherited the ancient winemaking traditions in this land. The
cellar was created in 1947 and has
additional facilities in Popovo and
Omourtag. The winery is located in
the North-East viticultural region of
Bulgaria mainly consisting of hilly
and semi-hilly terrains. LVK–Vinprom
has 700 hca of new vineyards. LVK-Vinprom Targovishte makes
white and red wines of guaranteed appellation of origin, sparkling
wines, fortified wines and spirits. The hight-quality white wines are
mainly made of Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, Muskat Ottonel

and Traminer and the high-quality red wines are made of Cabernet
Sauvignon and Merlot.

Vinex Preslav

Vinex Preslav is located within the
boundaries of the second Bulgarian capital Veliki Preslav (893-971).
A winery, which functioned form the
7th to the 10th centuries was discovered in the outskirts of the town. The
company has at its disposal modern
technological equipment with annual
grape processing capacity of 12,000
tons. The cellars have storage capacity of 15 million litres of wine. The vineyards are situated in the
vicinity of Han Krum, Veliki Preslav and Novi Pazar. The cultivated
varieties are Traminer, Pinot Gris, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc,
Cabernet Sauvignon, Riesling, Pinot Blanc, Merlot and others.

"Khan Krum" Wine Cellar

"Khan Krum" Wine Cellar is situated in the outskirts of the village
with the same name, along the
southern slopes of Shumen Plateau. The grapes in the region of
the wine cellar are about 5500
decares. The classic white sorts
Chardonnay, Aligote, Muscat
Otonel, Traminer, Rakatziteli, Rhein Riesling and of the Bulgarian
sorts - Dimyat comprise a basic part. The work vessel capacity of

the wine cellar is 3500 tons, and the possibilities for processing of
grapes about 4500 tons. Besides an equipped technological line
for white wines, the wine cellar disposes of vessels for preservation and aging of red wines. The fermentation department has a
capacity of 900 tons and possibility for control of temperature.

"Osmar" Wine Cellar

"Osmar" Wine Cellar is located
in the village of Osmar, nestled
between the towns of Shumen,
Targovishte and Veliki Preslav,
on the southern foot of the
Shumen Plateau. The winery
owns 200 acres of new vineyards planted in 2005. The "Osmar" Winery is specialized in the
production of Pelin (wormwood) absinth wine, an aromatic wine
featuring slightly herbal bittersweet flavour. Besides white and red
absinthe, "Osmar" Wine Cellar produces Chardonnay, Muscat,
Cabernet, Merlot, Pinot Noir, and Arinar Noal. "Osmar".

"Varna" Wine Cellar

Varna Winery is located on the
Bulgarian Black Sea coast, between "Albena" and "Golden
Sands" resorts. The winery is
part of a wine tourism complex
with wine tasting room, restaurant, motel and wine shop.
Varna Winery has 500 ha own
vineyards in the Black Sea region. White grape varieties are Pinot
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Grigio, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Riesling, Traminer and the
red varieties are Pinot Noir, Cabernet Franc, Sangiovese and Viognier, to which they added some unusual grape varieties like Pignoletto and Gruner Veltliner.

Chateau Euxinograde

The Euxinograd Winery is located
north of Varna and it is situated within the palace complex of Euxinograd.
The grape varieties are German Riesling, Traminer, Chardonnay, Vrachanski Misket and Red Misket. Today the
winery produces around 55 000 bottles of wine, 10-15 000 bottles of rakiya and 3000 bottles of French-style
brandy, Euxignac per year. The winery specializes in producing white wine varieties-Aligote, Traminer,
Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Muscat. The wine produced in the
palace nowadays is thought of as one of the best in Bulgaria and
are world famous, too, especially the Chardonnay.

"Salla Estate" Wine Cellar and Guest House

"Salla Estate" Winery was
established in 2010. It is located in the village of Blaskovo, Municipality of Provadiya.
The village finds itself in the
heart of the famous Provadiya Plateau Sarta, only 60 km
away from Varna. The grapes

are grown on 30 ha of own vineyards situated next to the winery,
on a southwest slope. The varieties planted there are Chardonnay,
Sauvignon Blanc, Traminer, Riesling, Pinot Noir, Cabernet Franc
and the local Bulgarian Vratsa Muscat variety.

"Boiar" Winery, Hotel and Restaurant

"Boiar" winery is located near the
town of Pomorie, on the main road
Pomorie – Burgas, next to the beach.
The vineyards are planted with
Chardonnay,
Sauvignon
Blanc,
Riesling, Viognier and Riesling. The
winery is represented by the following brands: Amarelle, (natural cherry
liqueur), Anhialo (aged Muscat Brandy), Aristocrat (quality wine brandy).
The winery also produces dry red and white wines, divided into
two memorable series-Terra Anhialo and Avludzena.

"Tohun" Winery

"Tohun" Wine cellar was built in Pomorie town in 2009. The winery has
700 acres of its own vineyards, which
are located in the East – Black Sea
region, adjacent to the winery. The
vineyards are newly planted and the
vines varieties include Chardonnay,
Sauvignon Blanc, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, Pinot Noir and
Semillon. "Tohun" winery is a modern

cellar with classical underground-overground type for grape processing with capacity of 600 tons per year.

Lozina Estate and Wine Cellar

The winery owns 40 ha of
vineyards located in the
area of Aheloy. The following va
rieties are grown on
the estate: Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay,
Sauvignon Blanc, Viognier,
Pamid and Muscat.

Black Sea Gold

Located 20 km from Burgas, in the town of Pomorie, Black Sea
Gold owns over 600 ha of vineyards with the following varieties Cabernet Sauvignon, Chardonnay, Muscat, Traminer, Sauvignon
Blanc, Merlot, Syrah, Cabernet Franc, Viognier and Ugni Blanc.
Black Sea Gold production
facilities are located at three
sites: a wine cellar in the
town of Pomorie with two
plots, and a second winery
in the village of Kableshkovo,
close to Pomorie. The Pomorie winery is specialized in
production of red wines and
wine brandy, the Kableshkovo winery is producing exclusively white wines. Bottling facilities
are in Pomorie only.

Wine House Strandzha "Chateau Rossenovo"
JSC

The plant was set up in 1998 and
lies near the little village of Rosenovo,
Burgass region. "Chateau Rosenovo"
owns about 300 ha of vineyards in the
villages Rosenovo and Gabar, located at the foot of the Strandja Mountain. It is a well-known winegrowing
region where such sorts as Cabernet,
Merlot, Muscat Ottonel, Ugni Blanc,
Rkatsiteli and others, are nursed. The
winery has capacity of 1,450,000 liters of wine and has specialized in the
production of quality red wines. The main types of wine used in
the production include Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. Chardonnay is also used but in smaller quantities.
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Cradle of Wine:

G

The roots of Georgian viticulture have been traced back by archeology to at least 6000-8000 BC, when peoples of South Caucasus discovered that wild grape juice turned into wine when it
was left buried through the winter in a shallow pit. This knowledge was nourished by experience, and from 4000 BC inhabitants
of the current Georgia were cultivating grapes and burying clay
vessels, kvevris, in which to store their wine ready for serving at
ground temperature. When filled with the fermented juice of the
harvest, the kvevris are topped with a wooden lid and then covered and sealed with earth. Some may remain entombed for up
to 50 years.

Georgia

eorgia’s winemaking history is one of the oldest in the world. The fertile valleys of the South Caucasus, are believed
by many archaeologists to be the source of the world's first cultivated grapevines and neolithic wine production, over
8,000 years ago. Due to the many millennia of wine in Georgian history, and its key economical role, the traditions of its
viticulture are entwined and inseparable with the country's national identity. Among the best-known regions of Georgia where
wine is produced are Kakheti (further divided onto micro-regions of Telavi and Kvareli), Kartli, Imereti, Racha-Lechkhumi and
Kvemo Svaneti, and Abkhazia.

"Adjarian Wine House"

"Adjarian Wine House" is located
in the village of Adjaristskali, in Adjara province of Georgia, 15 minutes’
drive from Batumi. It’s a small chateau type winery established in 2010.
The winery was built on the ruins of
a historical winery from 18th century.
Among other types of wine, the winery produces "Chkhaveri" – Joseph
Stalin’s favorite wine. Production of
wine is limited to 8,000 bottles per year. The multifunctional building accommodates a marani (wine cellar), degustation rooms, a
restaurant and a wine shop. An open wine cellar with ethnographic
details, trout pool and demonstration vineyard are built in the yard.
In Acharian Wine House the wine is fermented the European way.
Recently, the company started producing the qvevri (clay jar) wine,
but it has not been bottled yet. "Adjarian Wine House" makes pink
Chkhaveri and Tsolikouri as well as wine made in qvevri.

Shervashidze Family Wine House-Marani

Shervashidze Family Wine
House is located in the village of Pirveli Maisi (Adjara),
in Keda Municipality, 35 km
away from Batumi. The cellar is housed on the ground
floor of the house built in
1914 in traditional Georgian
style and is decorated with
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ethnographic elements – old fireplace and tasting area. Wine is
kept in oak barrels, although the cellar has qvevris. Visitors can
participate in grape harvesting; see the special ware used for
storing wine: qvevris (clay jars), wooden barrels, botsas (special
wine-storing glass ware); as well the traditional grape-processing
device – satsnakheli (grape squeezer). At the same time, the visitors can degustate the wine, listen to Georgian folk music, taste
Georgian traditional dishes. The cellar can host up to 20 persons.

Lado Shavishvili’s Winary and Guesthouse

Lado Shavishvili’s Family
Wine House (Marani) and
Guesthouse, is located in
Vaio village (Adjara). There
is a family winery, known for
producing local wines, with
degustation room which can
host 10 visitors simultaneously. The cellar is housed
on the ground floor of the house with a large garden and wellgroomed vineyards and orchards. The tasting room is in two sections. To the left there is a small bar for tasting and purchasing
wines. To the right of the tasting area there is a room decorated
with Georgian crafts, particularly wine bottles and clay wine drinking vessels. This second room also serves as an area for a traditional Georgian supra. The guests can participate in harvesting
and wine making, as well as have master classes in making ‘Ajarian khachapuri’ provided by the hostess.

Makho Wine House (Marani)

Makho Wine House is located
in the village of Vaio, in Adjara
province, on the elevated hill,
overlooking the picturesque
villages of the valley. The visitors can taste wine made in
the Gorgiladze family accompanied with delicious, ecological fruits and vegetables
and various Adjarian dishes in the cellar decorated with traditional
ornaments. Makho Wine House produces wine from the Tsolikouri, Chkhaveri and Aladasturi varieties of grape.

Nuri Sirabidze’s Winery and Guesthouse

Nuri Sirabidze’s wine cellar is located in the village
of Gegelidzeebi, 700 meters
from the main highway and
49 km away from Batumi.
The family has 130-year-old
wine cellar, a marvelous vineyard on the slope, produces
Tsolikouri wine and offers accommodation. The guests are offered a tour comprising of wine
tasting, visiting cellar and vineyard, witnessing process of making
of wine and tasting Adjarian dishes, local dairy products, fruits,
vegetables and herbs.

"Iberieli" (Zurab Topuridze) Wine Cellar

"Iberieli" (or Zurab Topuridze’s Wine
Cellar) is located in Guria Province, in
the village of Sakvavistke. near Dablatsikhe. Zurab, the owner and winemaker, has 12 ha of vineyards and
produces 3,000 liters of wine (5,000
bottles). The primary focus of Zurab is
on the grape variety Chkhaveri. Zurab
Topuridze’s wine cellar makes ambercolored and pink Chkhaveri wine, as
well as the wine through blending of
Chkhaveri and the rare Skhilatubani
varieties of grape. Zurab makes the wine from Tsolikouri variety
of grape as well.

Marani

Teimuraz Sharashidze’s family-run wine cellar and guesthouse is located in the village
of Bukistsikhe, 6 km away
from the town of Chokhatauri. The owner has set up
an ethnographic corner depicting the local life with the
tone (bread-baking oven), and Marani (wine cellar) in the yard. The
wine cellar is built in a traditional-style and decorated with ethnographic elements and various tools. Here is the tasting corner as
well. The qvevris are located in an open-air wine cellar. Teimuraz
Sharashidze makes two types of Chkhaveri wine – white and rose.

Dadiani Old Cellar

Dadiani Old Cellar is located
within Dadiani summer re
sidence in the village of Sal
khino in the Samegrelo Province. The vineyards are on the
property and consist of 30
hectares of Ojaleshi grapevines. The Ojaleshi grape is
very dependent on this area and will not grow elsewhere. The winery has five wood presses, each made from a single tree trunk.

Zaza Gagua Wine Cellar

The Nika Parcuanias Marani at Zaza
Gagua is located in the town of Tamakoni in the Samegrelo region of Georgia. Nika is specializing in the Ojaleshi
grape variety, one of the oldest grape
varieties in the region.

Aleksandreuli Ltd.

Aleksandreuli Ltd winery is
located in Western Georgia in
Bugeuli village, Racha. Built
in 2009 the winery uses the
latest technology and equipment, and processes 50 tons
of grapes a year. The winery
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focuses on the Aleksandreuli grape variety, but also has several
other varieties. Aleksandreuli has its own vineyards (60 ha) which
are home to Aleksandreuli, and Mujuretuli.

Wine Cellar Khvanchkara

This wine cellar is located
in Racha, in the administrative zone of Ambrolauri, on the right bank
of the Rioni River, in the
basin protected with high
ridges. This is the oldest factory in Racha and
operates from 1927. The
wine is stored in huge
barrels in the basement.

Tvaradze’s Wine Cellar

Tvaradze’s family-run traditional wine cellar is located
in the village of Chkhuteli, in
the mountainous area, at the
beginning of Tsageri Pass. It
was built in the 1930s by the
current owner’s grandfather.
They produce approximately 2 tons of wine: red Ojaleshi and white Tsolikouri. Wine in the
wine cellar is mainly stored in oak barrels. Old wooden winepress
stands in the wine cellar are able to store up to 1 ton of wine.

Giorbelidze’s Wine Cellar

Wooden wine cellar of the brothers
Giorbelidze is located in the village of
Okureshi, the homeland of Usakhelauri variety of grape. Their grandfather built this wine cellar in 1899.
The main grape varieties here are
Usakhelauri – 12,800 vines, Ojaleshi
– 500 vines, and the rest – Tsolikauri,
Dzelshavi, Mtsvane – 800 vines.

Archil Guniava’s Winery

Archil Guniava Wine Cellar is
a small Georgian family winery in Kvaliti village, Imereti.
The family has its own winery
and grows very rare Imeretian vine varieties. Archil has
half a hectare of vineyards.
There are plantings of the
white grapes Krakhuna, Tsitska, Tsolikouri and the black grape Otskhanuri Sapere that uses high trellising. The marani (wine cellar)
is located in the yard outside of Archil’s family home where he produces qvevri wines. There are several qvevri of different sizes buried under the dirt floor in the room. Archil Guniava produces two
wines: a white wine is a blend of varieties including Tsolikouri, Krakhuna and Tsitska; a black wine using Otskhanuri Sapere grapes is
blended with a white wine made from Tsolikouri grapes. The visitors are offered to enjoy traditional Imeretian cuisine, taste wine,
as well as participate in harvesting and wine production process.

Gaioz Sopromadze’s Wine Cellar

Gaioz Sopromadze Wine Cellar is
a small family winery located in the
town of Baghdati in the Imereti viticulture region. Gaioz is the fourth
generation of winemakers in Sopromadze family. There is an onsite
vineyard with 1,000 grapevines. The
grape varieties include Tsolikouri and
Chkhaveri. The tasting area is in a
cellar. Qvevri are buried in the ground
outside a building used to make and
age wine. Gaioz started bottling wine in 2009.

Ramaz Nikoladze’s Wine Cellar

Ramaz Nikoladze’s Wine Cellar is a small family winery located near the city of Kutaisi.
Ramaz Nikoladze follows the
tradition of organic winemaking and only uses external preparations to treat his
vines. Currently Ramaz has
0.3 hectares of grapes that
include Tsitska and Tsolikouri. These vines are between 27 and
over 100 years old.

Simon Chkhedze's Wine Cellar

Simon Chkhedze has a small
family vineyard and winery in the
village of Meore, Imereti. The 3.5
hectares of vineyards close to
Simon’s marani are 30 years old.
Grape varieties include Tsitska,
Tsolikouri, Krakhuna and Otskhanuri Sapere. The marani has ten
qvevris. The red wines are aged in qvevri for one year.

Gogi Dvalishvili’s Wine Cellar

Gogi Dvalishvili’s wine cellar is located in the village of Khidistavi, on
Gori-Uplistsikhe road. Gogi Dvalishvili grows approximately 3 tons
of various varieties of grapes in his
vineyard: Chinuri, Tavkveri, Goruli
Mtsvane, Mtsvane Kakhuri, Rkatsiteli
and Ghrubela. Besides, he produces
small amount of wine both in qvevri
and according to classical method – in total 1000-1500 bottles.
The guests can enjoy the charming family atmosphere. They can
visit the vineyards and participate in the grape harvest, pressing,
grappa distillation and making of Churchkhela (walnut roll).
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Mitra’s Wine Cellar

Grandfather of current owner of
the wine cellar - Mitra built the
house and family-run wine cellar. In 1952, he bought the old
stone winepress, with capacity of
6 tons. The wine cellar owns its
own vineyard and 3 varieties of
wine are produced from grapes
grown here: Chinuri, Goruli Mtsvane, Tavkveri and Pinot Noir. 600700 bottles are being produced per year.

Iago’s Wine

Iago Bitarishvili’s wine cellar is located in the village of Chardakhi,
Mtskheta. It is a small boutique
winery producing qvevri wines
using grapes from Iago’s organic vineyards. Some of Lago’d
qvevris are 300 years old. He has
two hectares of certified organic
vineyards planted with Chinuri variety of grape.

George Barisashvili Wine Cellar

A small boutique winery in the
town of Mtskheta, located only
a five-minute walk from the Cathedral, offers wine tasting experience of a qvevri-made wine.
Currently he produces 1,000
bottles of wine, but does not sell
it. The tasting area is in a small
room filled with museum-like artifacts. George Barisashvili Wine
Cellar produces Aladasturi, an organic red wine made in qvevri
with natural yeasts.

Wine Cellar of Shavnabada Monastery

Wine cellar of Shavnabada
Monastery has been functioning since 1998. Here the
monks restored the centuries-old wine cellar, made traditional wine and aged Rkatsiteli, Kakhuri Mtsvane and
Saperavi in qvevri. The wine
cellar at Shavnabada Monastery of Saint George produces about
150,000 bottles of wine. The wine cellar is full of religious and ethnographic items: jugs, Chinchila (Georgian pots), bowls and other
traditional wine vessels.

Alaverdy Monastery Wine Cellar

Situated in the heart of the
world's oldest wine region,
the monastery and its wine
cellar has become one of the
core places of qvevri type
Kakhetian traditional wine
making. Alaverdi Royal Monastery is historically known
by its qvevris and outstanding cellar built by the King Kvirike in the 11th century. Since 2006
archeological studies of this ancient cellar has taken place, which
revealed up to 50 qvevris with 60 tons of wine capacity. Today,
monastery Wine "since 1011" is a millennium brand of Alaverdi
Monastery Cellar made by the Alaverdi Monastery congregate.
The monastery produces 6 wine brands: Rose Rkatsiteli, Mtsvane
Kakhuri, Rkatsiteli, Saperavi, Kisi and Khikhvi.

Badagoni Wine Factory

Badagoni Wine Company, previously known as the Knight of
Winemaking, is one of Georgia’s
largest wineries. The company
was founded in the Kakhetian
village of Zemo Khodasheni
(Akhmeta district) in 2002 and
by 2006 opened one of the most
technologically advanced wineries in the country. Currently Badagoni owns approx. 400 hectares

of vineyards of selected local grape varieties in the districts of Khvareli, Mukuzani, Akhasheni, Akura and Ojaleshi. The vineyards
include white varieties such as Mtsvane, Rkatsiteli and red varieties including Aleksandrouli, Mujurentuli and Saperavi. Badagoni
Wine Company produces both qvevri and European-style wines.

Twins Wine Cellar with Qvevri Museum

Twins Wine Cellar with Qvevri
Museum is located in Napa
reuli village, Telavi municipality. The cellar has 20 hectares
of vineyard with a concentration of Rkatsiteli. Current
production is 300,000 bottles
plus some bulk wines. Twins
Wine Cellar has 107 qvevris, most of which have 3.5 – 4.5 tones
capacity. At "Twins old Callar" you can find Museum of Wines
and Qvevri, the largest statue of Qvevri in whole Georgia, observe
process of wine fermentation through open qvevris and get real
impression how grape transforms into wine. The museum shows
all phases of qvevri making including clay preparation, qvevri creating and washing of different size qvevris. Visitors can choose to
participate in working in the vineyard including grape harvesting,
working in winery or pressing the grapes.
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Farmhouse and Wine Cellar "Tsinandlis Edemi"

The farmhouse with wine cellar is located in the village of
Tsinandali, Kakheti province,
10 km from the town of Telavi. There are four hectares
of vineyards, strawberry and
peach plantations, a wellkept yard, a pergola with different varieties of grapes, a
tone (bread-baking oven) and a "Marani" (wine cellar), as well as
a well-equipped wine-tasting room with a fireplace. Visitors can
visit the vineyards, learn about traditional wine making and taste
domestic wines.

"Chateau Mere" - Winiveria

Winiveria was established in
2005. Both European-style
wines and traditional Kakheti
wines are made in the winery
and marani (wine cellar). Grapes
for the wines are sourced
from local growers' vineyards
with vines between 20 and 25
years old. Winiveria produces
200,000 bottles of wine. Chateau Mere arranges tastings of the Winiveria fine dry red and white
wines from Georgian endemic grape varieties such as Kisi, Khikhvi, Kakhuri Mtsvane, Rkatsiteli and Saperavi. Winiveria wines

made according to ancient Kakhetian wine-making technology are
unfiltered to keep and bring the best properties of Georgian wines.
Winiveria wines are made in clay jars (qvevri) and preserved in
them for fermentation and maturation. The aging process continues in oak barrels or in bottles.

Schuchmann Wines Chateau

Schuchmann winery is located in Kisiskhevi Village of Kakheti region. The winery produces qvevri and European–style
wines. The cellar has two rooms with
several qvevris buried under a stone
floor. Schuchmann winery has 120 hectares of vineyards and bottles 400,000
bottles of wine. Of these 150,000 bottles
are qvevri-made wines.

Shumi

The Shumi winery was
founded in 2001 and is
located just a minute
drive from historic Tsinandali. The company
owns Vazioni museum
which houses a fine collection of wine related exhibits, an ethnography department and
a wine-tasting area. The museum collection already contains 294
varieties of vine collected by Shumi employees in different are-

as of Georgia, as well as 92 varieties of foreign vines. Among all
these different Georgian vines, only 15 are used for commercial
purposes today. The Shumi wine museum has the oldest qvevri
discovered in Georgia dating back to 1,000 BC and the wine vessels from the 3rd millennium BC.

Kvareli Tunnel "Gvirabi" - Winery Khareba

Winery Khareba is a large and
unique winery offering tours and
tastings inside the 7.7 km long,
manmade tunnel ("Gvirabi") lined
with wine. The tunnel is located in
the village Kvareli, near the bank
of Alazani Valley, and is carved in
the rock of the Caucasus mountain range. The collection holds
25,000 bottles of high quality
wine. Winery Khareba has 1,000
hectares of vineyards throughout
Georgia and produces three million bottles of wine. The visitors
can taste 30 varieties of the company’s best wines.

Wine cellar and museum "Numisi"

Wine cellar and museum "Numisi" is located in the village of Velistsikhe, approximately 1 km from the main road. "Numisi’’ represents the 16th century wine cellar which was recently restored by
the owners. Today Nunu Kardenakhishvili is producing 100 tons
of Rkatsiteli and 30 tons of Saperavi wines. The vineyard consists of nine hectares of Rkatsiteli and three hectares of Saperavi.
Guests can try white and red varieties of dry wines, made in qvevri

- Rkatsiteli, Tavkveri Saperavi
and others. Besides enjoying
wine, guests can have master classes in making traditional Georgian dishes, listen
to wonderful songs and look
around unique museum.

"Simonay Zaoty"

Wine Cellar "Simonay Zaoty" is
run by the Ruadze family residing in the village of Chumlaki. At
Simonay’s Zaoty you will find
yourself in a traditional Georgian family. Here, the guests will
be introduced to the technology
of making ancient Georgian national instrument "panduri", as well as other souvenirs, which will
be presented by the eldest of the family. The guests visiting the
wine cellar may enjoy genuine rustic ambience and atmosphere
characteristic to Kakheti, and learn family’s old traditional wine
making technology. Other activities include harvesting grapes,
tasting local dishes and fruits directly from the garden, as well as
tasting the wines and "Chacha" (Vodka) produced by Simon. Wine
is produced from the Rkatsiteli and Saperavi varieties of grape.

33

34

Wine House Gurjaani

Wine House "Gurjaani" has been
functioning since 2008. There is 2
centuries old press, which is until now
used for the purpose of making wine.
The wine cellar contains 18 different
sizes of qvevri and a small choice of
souvenirs. The wine cellar produces
white and red wines in qvevri according to traditional methods as well as
Chacha. Wine is produced from the
Rkatsiteli and Saperavi varieties of
grape. Besides tasting the homemade wine kept in a qvevri, the
visitors of the Wine House "Gurjaani" can get an impression of
how wine is made in a private house, as well as to participate in
grape harvest, pressing and in the process of winemaking.

Pheasant Tears

Pheasant Tears winery is located in Sighnaghi town and produces artisanal wines fermented
in Qvevri, according to ancient
Georgian traditions. The winery
was founded in 2007. Pheasant
Tears has two wine cellars, a larger cellar in Tibaani and a smaller,
300 year old cellar in Sighnaghi.
All of the wines at Pheasant’s
Tears are fermented and aged in
qvevri. Pheasant’s Tears qvevri
vary in age but, some date back to the mid-19th c.

Cradle of Wine:

Nika's Wine

Nika’s Wine is a small family winery
where Nika, an artist and sculptor,
produces qvevri wines. The cellar is
located in the village of Kardenakhi on
the border between Kardenakhi and
the neighbouring village of Anaga.
Nika produces wines using qvevri and
natural winemaking techniques. The
wine stays in qvevri about two years.
After that it is bottled unfiltered with
a small dose of sulfur. The wine cellar is traditional with somewhat
smaller wine cellar next to it, equipped with wine tasting room.

T
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Turkey

urkey is considered as one of the birth places of the culture of wine in the world. A lot of people are surprised when they
first come to Turkey and they discover that it is a wine producing country.
There is nothing better after a long day of sightseeing to sit on your balcony and enjoy a glass of Turkish wine, while doing so
you can be amazed to learn that Turkey is one of the earliest wine producing areas in the world. Turkey is one of the largest grape
producers in the world. The wine production increases however rapidly in Turkey. Professional wineries make wine of a decent quality.
Tekirdag, Edirne, Kirklareli and Canakkale cities in the Marmara & Thrace Region of Turkey has many vineyards near Istanbul.
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Wine is also widely cultivated in Izmir, Manisa, Denizli, Aydin and
Usak cities of the Aegean Region. The rest of the Turkish wines are
produced in Anatolia, the cities are Ankara, Nevsehir, Kayseri and
Tokat. The cities Elazig, Malatya and Diyarbakir in the Eastern and
Southeastern Anatolia Regions of Turkey are suitable for producing wine grapes.
Although Turkey's viticultural history is one of the most ancient
in the world, the modern Turkish wine industry is very young. Turkey only resumed producing wine in 1925, as a symbol of the nation's modernization and Westernization. Turkish winemaking employs a mixture of traditional, local grapes and modern, imported
varieties.

Arcadia

Arcadia vineyards are located in
central Thrace, between the villages of Çeşmekolu and Hamitabat, on the path of the ancient
Wine Road. Arcadia is the only
vineyard in Turkey to cultivate
this variety. Other white varieties
planted are Pinot Gris, Sauvignon
Blanc and the indigenous Narince; the reds are Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot,
the native Okuzgozu and Papaskarasi.

Thrace and Marmara Wine Region –
Tekirdağ Province

City of Tekirdağ and the nearby areas are important viniculture and
winery regions. The shore between central Tekirdağ and Şarköy,
particularly the vineyards in Uçmakdere, Mürefte and Çınarlı, has
great importance for wine production. There are viniculture and
production activites in 22 villages of 27 only in Şarköy. Several
major wine producers have production facilities in these regions,
such as Gülor, Kutman, Bağcı, Latif Aral in Mürefte-Şarköy, and
Doluca, Umurbey in Tekirdağ.

Doluca

For three generations, Doluca
has been a part of the Turkish
winemaking industry, reflecting its traditional and innovative
character in its service and product quality. Today's Doluca is
one of the wineries that continue
to set the standards for Turkish
wine. Doluca produces over 40
different products, with a 14 million bottle annual capacity. The winery is engaged in the production of wines from both international grape varieties and from Turkey's indigenous grapes, such as Öküzgözü, Boğazkere, Kalecik
Karasi, Emir, Misket and Narince.

Chateau Nuzun Vineyards and Winery

The winery is located in the middle
of Cesmeli Vineyards which is about
14.5 hectar estate of which half is
currently producing wine grapes. The
organic growing methods are employed since the vineyard is established in 2005 and an organic grower
certificate is awarded in 2010. The
varieties grown here are Cabernet
Sauvignon, Merlot, Pinot Noir, Syrah,
Zinfandel and Öküzgözü. The winery
presents the coupage and the mon-

osepage products after they are nested in French oak barrels and
finally in bottles.

Barel Vineyards

Barel is a small boutique winery
located 10 km before Tekirdag
city. Established in 1997 and
reached to 150 acres today,
Barel has been applying modern viticulture methods having a
deep faith in the miraculous terroir of Thrace. The winery has a
lovely vineyard house looking at
the vineyards. They produce their
wines from Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah, Cabernet Franc
as well as Chardonnay.

Barbare

The Barbare Vineyards are situated on a small hill between the
villages of Barbaros and Yazır in
the Thrace region, approximately
11km south of Tekirdağ. The winery sits in the middle of a large
vineyard and is very picturesque.
Organic, biodynamic and sustainable viticulture is produced
by Barbare Vineyards using the
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah, Grenache and Mourvedre
grapes.
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Umurbey

Umurbey Vineyards was established in 1993 by Umur Arıner. The
vineyards and the winery are located nearby Yazir Village, about
12 km away from Tekirdag. Umurbey has Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Syrah, Chardonnay, Sauvignon
Blanc and Semillon grapes.

Sevilen

The property is composed of 160
hectares of vineyard and a first
class restaurant. Sevilen produces
grapes for premium wines on two
sites: the Aegean Area, and Anatolian Plateau. Sevilen Group now
produces one million bottles annually of qualitative wines.

Kutman Winery Inc. Wine Museum

Kutman Winery is one of the oldest wine companies in Turkey established in 1896. Factories are
located in Marmara region around
Mürefte and Hoskoy. Kutman Winery and Vineyards has the capacity
to produce up to 4 Million bottles
a year. They are also specialized in
fruit wines: sour cherry, black mulberry, blackberry and pomegranate
wines.

Bağcı Winery

Bağcı Winery is a wine producer of
medium scale, established in 1932 in
Murefte in Marmara Region. They are
known as the first producer to have
bottled wine in that region. Today,
Bağcı Winery has capacity of 2.7 million bottles per year produced with
11 different varieties of grapes.

Ganos Winery

Ganos Viticulture and Wine Production Company was founded in 1980
with a capacity of 80 000 litres per
year. It has continued producing
bulk wine after moving to its new
winery in 1990. Ganos Viticulture
and Wine Production Company
penetrated into the market as a
bottler for the first time in 2005. The
company, with its hightech production equipments and its founder’s
vast experience and knowledge, is a small, boutique style, quality
wine producer in Turkey.

Gülor Winery

Gulor Winery is located 1 kilometer from Eriklice village of Şarköy,
Tekirdağ. Gülor, founded in 1993 was
the first Turkish boutique wine producer. Gulor has also been credited
with introducing international grapes
into the country. As a chateau type
producer, Gulor grows Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Sauvignon Blanc
of French origin in the regions with
the proper terroir features. Later, Sangiovese, Montepulciano of
Italian origin as well as Shiraz, Malbec and Petit Verdot of French
origin have been planted. Gulor is the only company in Turkey to
produce wines with Montepulciano and Sangiovese grapevines.

Chateau Kalpak

Chateau Kalpak boutique winery
is located in Şarköy, Tekirdağ. First
wine has been made in 2010 and
released in 2013. Chateau kalpak
wines are made from the following
grape varieties: Merlot, Cabernet
Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Petit
Verdot and Kalecik Karası (an Anatolian variety). Chateau produces 5
wine brands, among which the great
Cabernet Franc (Chateau Cabernet
Franc- Merlot 2010).

Mid-Eastern Anatolia Wine Region –
Tokat Province

The city of Tokat has a unique wine called Mahlep, charachteristic
only for this region. Mahlab is a spice extracted from the seeds of
a variety of sour cherry known as the Mahlep or Mahleb tree. It is
also sometimes called the Saint Lucie Cherry, and it yields distinctive, almost black and very sour cherry in the later summer. To
extract the mahlab, the pits are cracked to reveal the small seeds
inside. The spice has a distinctive flavour which tastes somewhat
like cherries and slightly like almonds, with a hint of a sharp, sour
and is exclusively produced by the Diren Winery.
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Diren Winery and Vineyards

Diren Winery is located in the
northern part of Turkey and has
been presenting quality wines
of Anatolia, predominantly from
Tokat region, for over 50 years.
Today the Winery has production capacity of 5,000 tons
of wine per year and storage capacity of over 1,100 tons. Diren
Wines has gained many national
and international awards. The
main brands are Mahlep, Les
Muses, Veni Vidi Vici Selection,
Collection, Enjoy, Karmen, Vadi, Viola and Cadde. Diren is known
in its domestic market for its eclectic collection of indigenous varietals, such as Öküzgözü, Boğazkere and Narince, which is a noble
grape variety grown in Tokat region. Diren is famous for the red
Karmen and white Dortnal brand, this latter is produced from the
famous Narince grape.
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