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World Heritage
Heritage is our legacy from the past, what we live with today, and what we pass on to future generations. Our cultural and natural heritage is both irreplaceable sources of life and inspiration.
What makes the concept of World Heritage exceptional is its universal application. World Heritage
sites belong to all the peoples of the world, irrespective of the territory on which they are located.
UNESCO’s World Heritage mission is to:
• Encourage countries to sign the World Heritage Convention and to ensure the protection of their natural and cultural heritage;
• Encourage States Parties to the Convention to nominate sites within their national territory for inclusion on the World Heritage
List;
• Encourage States Parties to establish management plans and set up reporting systems on the state of conservation of their
World Heritage sites;
• Help States Parties safeguard World Heritage properties by providing technical assistance and professional training;
• Provide emergency assistance for World Heritage sites in immediate danger;
• Support States Parties’ public awareness-building activities for World Heritage conservation;
• Encourage participation of the local population in the preservation of their cultural and natural heritage;
• Encourage international cooperation in the conservation of our world’s cultural and natural heritage.
From thousands of sites around the world, UNESCO has chosen over 1000 sites that have had a far-reaching impact on the
world we know today.
In the area of the Black Sea Region, world heritage sites are an important part of regional tourism development efforts and are
significant local economic and social drivers.
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The Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin

Cathedral and Churches
of Etchmiadzin and the
Archaeological Site of
Zvartnots

The Church of St Hripsimeh

T

in

Armenia

he Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin is the most ancient
Christian place of worship in Armenia, built in 301-303 by
Gregor Lousavorich, the founder of the Armenian Apostolic Church, in Vagharshapat, the capital and religious center of
Armenia at that time. According to the chronicler Agathangelos,
soon after Armenia's conversion to Christianity, St. Gregory had
a vision of the Son of God. Appearing as a heroic figure of light
surrounded by a mighty angelic host, Christ struck the ground
with a golden hammer, indicating the place where the Mother
Cathedral of the new Christian nation was to be established.
The name Etchmiadzin – literally, "where the Only Begotten
descended"-refers to this episode. The Cathedral was originally
a vaulted basilica but, following serious damage as a result of
political upheavals it was given its present cruciform plan during
restoration work in 480. In 618 the wooden cupola was replaced
with an identical one in stone which survives almost unchanged.
Its mass is supported on four massive independent pillars connected by slender arcades within the exterior walls; those on the
northern side belonged to the 4th and 5th centuries. A threetier belfry was built in front of the western entrance in the 17th
century. The six-column rotundas on four-pillar bases, built at
the beginning of the 18th century over the northern, eastern and
southern apses, give the cathedral a five-domed outline.

The Church of St Hripsimeh represents the perfect example
of cruciform plan and central cupola. Its dominant feature is the
basic harmony of layout and proportions, as well as the simplicity and classical purity of its facades, the outstanding qualities
of the Armenian architecture of the high Middle Ages. Apart from
the addition of a bell tower in the 17th century, the monument
has undergone no fundamental transformation. The distinctive
features of the Church of St Gayaneh are its slender and delicate
proportions. A dome and ceilings were rebuilt in the 17th century, when a spacious arched portico was built along the western
facade as the burial place for the most senior Armenian clergy.
The Zvartnots Archaeological Site is a unique example of
Armenian architecture of the early Christian period. Building of
the temple was begun by Catholicos Nerses III in the mid-7th
century. After relinquishing the Catholicossal throne for a time in
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652, and his return to office in 658 he completed the construction of the temple with its secular annexes and its ramparts in
662. Zvartnots exerted a major influence on the architecture not
only of its own time but also on that of later centuries. Circular in plan and three-tiered, its only borrowing from earlier cruciform and central cupola churches was the interior cruciform
plan, which was set inside walls that were circular on the inside
but polyhedral on the outside. The remains of Zvartnots and its
related buildings, which had been destroyed by an earthquake
in the 10th century, were revealed at the beginning of the 20th
century by the architect Thoros Thoramanian, who carried out
the first reconstruction project.
The religious buildings and archaeological remains in Etchmiadzin and Zvartnots bear witness to the implantation of Christianity in Armenia and to the evolution of a unique Armenian ecclesiastical architecture, the Armenian central-domed cross-hall
type, which exerted a profound influence on architectural and
artistic development in the region. Etchmiadzin became the spiritual center for Armenia’s Christians shortly after the country’s
conversion in the early 4th century.
The Zvartnots Archaeological Site

Monasteries of Haghpat
and Sanahin

T

he monasteries are situated in the north of Armenia, in the
Lori Region. Sanahin is now within the limits of Alaverdi
town, and Haghpat is to the north-east of it, in the village
of the same name. The two villages and their monasteries are
similar in many ways, and lie in plain view of each other on a dissected plateau formation, separated by a deep crack. The exact date of the foundation of Sanahin and Haghpat is unknown.
Documentary evidence and monuments of material culture suggest that the present-day buildings of the monasteries of Haghpat and Sanahin date from the period of prosperity during the
Kiurikian dynasty (10th to 13th c.) and the Zakarian Princes. The
monasteries, which were housing some 500 monks, were not
only the significant religious centers but also the prominent educational centers and repositories of manuscripts. In the monasteries, especially in Sanahin, humanitarian sciences and medicine were studied, scientific treatises were written and paintings,
mostly miniatures, were created. The two monastic complexes
represent the highest flowering of Armenian religious architecture, whose unique style developed from a blending of elements
of Byzantine ecclesiastical architecture and the traditional vernacular architecture of the Caucasian region.
Pearched atop the rim of the gorge Haghpat, meaning the
“huge wall’, is one of Armenia’s most beautiful monasteries.
This fortified monastery was founded, by Queen Khosrovanush
around 976 and served as the religious headquarters of the Kiurikians. The monastery was known from early times as Sourb

Nshan (the Holy Cross) of Haghpat. The construction of the
monastery was completed in 991. The plan of the gavit, built in
the second decade of the 13th century, differs markedly in style
from the main church. A large narthex-type building used for
meetings, teaching and funerary rituals is based on vernacular
architecture in wood, with the roof supported on four pillars in
the center of the structure. The church is joined by a vaulted
passage to a large jamatoun (chapter house), in the same style
as the gavit, built in the 13th century. Also connected to the
church is the library, a compact square building dating back to
Haghpat Monastery Complex

the 12th century. The monastery suffered from earthquake damage on several occasions, and in 1105 it was taken and burned
by the Seljuk prince Amir-Ghzil. Nonetheless, monastic life continued and new buildings were added later in the 13th century,
as well as the frescoes, out of which some are still faintly visible
in the apse. Haghpat was major literary center, and maintained
rich feudal lands until the monastery properties were confiscated by the Russian Empire in the 19th c.
The name Sanahin literally translates from Armenian as "this
one is older than that one", presumably representing a claim
to having an older monastery than the neighbouring Haghpat
The oldest references to the monastery were found in early 10th
century Armenian manuscripts and relate that the monastery
was constructed over the ruins of a 4th or 5th century church.
Sanahin monastery represents an entire complex consisting of
several buildings which date from different periods. Present day
monastery was established in 966 by Queen Khosrovanush, wife
of King Ashot III Bagratuni, on the site of two existing churches.
The main church, built in the 10th century, is the Cathedral of
the Redeemer. To the west there is a four-columned gavit built in
1181. The Church of the Mother of God (Astvatzatzin), located to
the north of the cathedral, is the oldest building in the complex,
built between 928 and 944 by monks fleeing from Byzantium.
The large library (scriptorium), built in 1063, is square in plan and
vaulted, with ten niches of varying sizes in which codices and
books were stored. At the south-eastern corner of the library is
the small church dedicated to St. Gregory the Illuminator. The
11th-century Academy of Gregory Magistros is located between
the two main churches. The cemetery, located to the south-east
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of the main buildings, contains the late 12th-century mausoleum
of the Zakarian princes. Sanahin was renowned for its school of
illuminators and calligraphers. An invasion by the Mongolians
in 1235 is cited as a cause for the general decline of monastic
life and the subsequent decay of the monastery itself. It was
during this and other invasions that much of the monastery was
destroyed. Sanahin’s role declined as Armenia suffered waves of
invaders although the local Argoutian family was exceptional in
managing to retain its estates through to the 20th century.
Sanahin and Haghpat complexes are especially rich in khachkars (more than 80 of them have survived), which were intended
not only as memorials, but also to mark various events.
Sanahin Monastery Complex

Monastery of Geghard
and the Upper Azat Valley

T

he Geghard complex is an exceptionally complete and
well-preserved example of a medieval Armenian monastic foundation. It is located in a remote area of great
natural beauty at the head of the Azat valley, surrounded by towering cliffs. The complex contains a number of churches and
tombs, most of them cut into the rock, which illustrate the very
peak of Armenian medieval architecture and decorative art, with
many innovatory features that had a profound influence on subMonastery of Geghard

sequent developments in the region. It was founded in the 4th
century, by St. Gregory the Illuminator.
The most ancient part of the monastery complex of Haghpat
is the small cave Chapel of St Gregory (7th. c.), lying to the east
of the main group and outside the monastery walls. It is excavated directly into the rock of the mountainside and is uncompleted. The site is that of a spring arising in a cave which had
been sacred in pre-Christian times, hence one of the names by
which it was known, Ayrivank (the Monastery of the Cave). The
principal structure, the church of the Virgin, is a cruciform building from the second quarter of the 13th century. It has a four-column gavit (1225) to the west of the church. Two cave-churches
were constructed in 1263, along with the family sepulchre of the
Proshian Princes.
The first monastery was destroyed by Arabs in the 9th century, but it was re-established and was flourishing again by the
13th century under the patronage of the Proshyan princes. Their
coat of arms is carved in the rock: two chained lions and an
eagle with half-spread wings, whose claws grasp a calf. The
Proshyan princes provided the monastery with an irrigation system in 1200, as well as paying for the erection and reconstruction of most of the churches in the complex. At this time it was
also known as the Monastery of the Seven Churches and the
Monastery of the Forty Altars.
The monastery was more famous because of the relics that it
housed. The most celebrated of these was the spear (geghard)
which had wounded Christ on the Cross, allegedly brought there
by the Apostle Thaddeus, from which comes its present name,
Geghardavank (the Monastery of the Spear), first recorded in
a document of 1250. This made it a popular place of pilgrim-

age for Armenian Christians over many centuries. Relics of the
Apostles Andrew and John were donated in the 12th century,
and pious visitors made numerous grants of land, money, manuscripts, etc over the succeeding centuries. No works of applied
art have survived in Geghard, except for the legendary spear,
which is now in the museum of Etchmiadzin Cathedral. Boasting intricate stone-carvings, a natural spring, and numerous
khachkars (stone crosses), together with domes and columned
belfries, the Geghard complex is deservedly one of the most
popular destinations for the locals and tourists alike.

Monastery of Geghard
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Ancient City of Nessebar

Bulgaria

Ancient City of Nessebar

T

he town of Nessebar, located on a small rocky peninsula,
is one of the most picturesque places along the Bulgarian Black Sea coast, while its thousand-year old history
and numerous cultural monuments are the reason for its taking
a very special place in both Bulgarian and European science
and culture. The Ancient city of Nessebar is a unique example
of a synthesis of the centuries-old human activities in the sphere
of culture; it is a location where numerous civilizations have left
tangible traces in single homogeneous whole, which harmoniously fit in with nature. The different stages of development of
its residential vernacular architecture reflect the stages of development of the architectural style on the Balkans and in the
entire East Mediterranean region. The urban structure contains
elements from the second millennium BC, from Ancient Times
and the Medieval period. The medieval religious architecture,
modified by the imposition of the traditional Byzantine forms,
illustrates ornamental ceramics art, the characteristic painted
decoration for this age. The town has served for over thousands
of years as remarkable spiritual hearth of Christian culture.
The town of Nessebar was established at the end of 2 000
B.C. by the Thracians (Menebria). Greek colonizers turned it into
a Greek Polis (a city-state) at the end of 6th c. B.C.; Rome joined
it to the Empire in 1st c. B.C.; and A.D. 4th c. saw Nessebur
within the frontiers of Byzantium. Nessebur, conquered by the
Bulgarians in 812, reached its new zenith between the 13 and
15th centuries. Together with Constantinople, the capital of Byzantium, fell under the reign of the Osman Turks in 1453. In 1878
Nessebar welcomed the Russian liberation troops.

The city’s remains, which date mostly from the Hellenistic period, include the acropolis, a temple of Apollo, an agora and a
wall from the Thracian fortifications. Among other monuments,
the Stara Mitropolia Basilica and the fortress date from the Middle Ages, when this was one of the most important Byzantine
towns on the west coast of the Black Sea. Wooden houses built
in the 19th century are typical of the Black Sea architecture of
the period. The archaeological study of the Nessebar peninsula
and its aquatory done during the last four decades revealed rich
collections of significant cultural monuments illustrating the history of ancient Messambria and medieval Nessebar.
A large part of them are present exhibits in the new Nessebar
archaeological museum.
Temple Of Christ Pantocrator In Nessebar
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Madara Rider

T

he Madara Rider, representing the figure of a knight triumphing over a lion, is carved into a 100-m-high cliff near
the village of Madara in north-east Bulgaria. Madara was
the principal sacred place of the First Bulgarian Empire before
Bulgaria’s conversion to Christianity in the 9th century. The inscriptions beside the sculpture tell of the events that occurred
between AD 705 and 801.
The Madara Rider is a unique relief, an exceptional work of
art, created during the first years of the formation of the BulgarMadara Rider

ian State, at the beginning of the 8th century. It is the only relief
of its kind, having no parallel in Europe. It has survived in its
authentic state, with no alternation in the past or the present.
It is outstanding not only as a work of Bulgarian sculpture,
with its characteristically realist tendencies, but also as a piece
of historical source material dating from the earliest years of the
establishment of the Bulgarian state. The inscriptions around the
relief are, in fact, a chronicle of important events concerning the
reigns of very famous Khans: Tervel, Kormisos and Omurtag.
The rock relief of the Madara Horseman encompasses within its boundaries sufficient elements for its presentation. It lies
within an archaeological reserve that includes other archaeological monuments, up to 2000 years old. The defined boundaries,
and the protection zone, ensure the conservation of the property's surrounding.
Due to the uncertain stability of the supporting rock, the relief has a serious and enduring conservation problem, although
changes in the integrity of the property are not significant. A
combination of wind erosion, and surface water run-off from
heavy rain and melting snow, together with biological coatings,
is causing the rock to erode. The property has been subject
to numerous archaeological, geodesic, geological, hydrological, static, seismograph, physical chemistry and, lately, microbiological research investigations. These exceptional research
efforts have been incorporated into a database, the results of
which have defined the parameters for immediate conservation
interventions.

Thracian Tomb of Kazanlak

Fresco of the 4th century B.C.

D

iscovered in 1944, this tomb dates from the Hellenistic
period, around the end of the 4th century BC. It is located near Seutopolis, the capital city of the Thracian
king Seutes III, and is part of a large Thracian necropolis. The
tholos has a narrow corridor and a round burial chamber, both
decorated with murals representing Thracian burial rituals and
culture. These paintings are Bulgaria’s best-preserved artistic
masterpieces from the Hellenistic period.
Thracian Tomb of Kazanlak

The Thracian tomb of Kazanlak is a unique aesthetic and artistic work, a masterpiece of the Thracian creative spirit. This
monument is the only one of its kind anywhere in the world. The
exceptionally well preserved frescos and the original condition
of the structure reveal the remarkable evolution and high level of
culture and pictorial art in Hellenistic Thrace.
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Bagrati Cathedral

Georgia

Bagrati Cathedral and Gelati
Monastery

T

he construction of Bagrati Cathedral, named after
Bagrat III, the first king of united Georgia, started at the
end of the 10th century and was completed in the early
years of the 11th century. Although partly destroyed by the Turks
in 1691, its ruins still lie in the centre of Kutaisi.
The monastery belongs to the 'golden age' of medieval Georgia, a period of political strength and economic growth between
the reigns of King David IV 'the Builder' (1089-1125) and Queen
Tamar (1184-1213). It was David who began building the monastery in 1106; it was completed in 1130 in the reign of his son
and successor Demetré. Buildings were added to the monastery
throughout the 13th and early 14th centuries, but there ensued
a period of foreign invasion and internal feuds which resulted in
much damage being incurred, culminating in the destruction by
fire of the church in 1510 by Turkish invaders. Restoration work
began in the early 16th century when it became the residence
of the Katholikos of western Georgia, and continued throughout
the 17th and 18th centuries. Gelati Monastery escaped the Turkish invasion, but it lost its episcopal role in the early 19th century
when Georgia was annexed by Russia.
Bagrati Cathedral is located on a hill on the left bank of the
Rioni, and it is reached by a long, winding stairway. Although
partly destroyed by the Turks in 1691, its ruins still lie in the centre of Kutaisi. Richly ornamented capitals and fragments of piers
and vaulting are scattered throughout the interior. It is cruciform

in plan; three of the cross-arms (east, south, and north) terminate in semicircular apses whereas the west arm is squared off.
The Gelati Monastery, whose main buildings were erected
between the 12th and 17th centuries, is a well-preserved complex, with wonderful mosaics and wall paintings. It was not
simply a monastery: it was a centre of science and education,
and the Academy established there was one of the most important centres of culture in ancient Georgia. The cathedral and
monastery represent the flowering of mediaeval architecture in
Georgia.
Gelati Cathedral
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Historical Monuments of
Mtskheta

Upper Svaneti

M

S

ituated at the confluence of the Aragvi and Mtkvari rivers, Mtskheta has been a site of human settlement since
at least the second millennium BC. The town is named
after Mtskhetos, son of Kartlos - the legendary progenitor of the
Georgian people. Today it is no longer the capital of the country,
but it is still the spiritual capital and home to two of Georgia’s
greatest churches - Svetitskhoveli and Jvari.
Jvari Monastery is located at the top of the hill and is the
place where the missionary St. Nino herself erected a cross in
the 4th century to mark the coming of Christianity to Georgia.
Svetitskhoveli is the royal cathedral of Georgia, used for
centuries for the coronation and burial of Georgian monarchs.
Jvari Monastery

Samtavro Monastery

Samtavro Monastery - A little 4th century church marks the
site where St Nino lived and prayed, while a larger 11th century
building holds the tombs of her contemporaries - Georgia’s first
Christian monarchs, King Mirian and Queen Nana.
Samtavro Monastery

estia is the administrative centre of Svaneti and a good
place to become acquainted with the unique culture of
the region. One of the typical Svanetian watchtower
houses is open to the public, while the Museum of History & Ethnography has an excellent exhibition on Svanetian life as well as
a superb treasury of mediaeval icons and processional crosses.
Ushguli is the highest permanent settlement in Europe and
one of the most scenic spots in Georgia. The village’s many
medieval watchtowers are set against a background of alpine
meadows, above which the great peak of Mt. Shkhara towers
at a height of 5068m - the highest in Georgia. The 12th century
Lamaria church set against the backdrop of this snow-capped
giant is a sight you will remember for the rest of your life.
Churches in Svaneti remind us just how independent and
self-sufficient the Svan people are and how their cultural and
religious practices differ from those of the rest of Georgia. Painting the interior of the church is a centuries-old tradition, but in
Svaneti frescoes are found outside the church as well and this
is what makes the region unique. Visiting the medieval Lenjeri
church, painted inside and out, you will understand that for
the Svan people the church is much more than just a place of
worship.

Mestia
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Selimiye Mosque

Turkey

Selimiye Mosque and its
Social Complex

T

he square Mosque with its single great dome and four
slender minarets, dominates the skyline of the former Ottoman capital of Edirne. Sinan, the most famous of Ottoman architects in the 16th century, considered the complex,
which includes madrasas (Islamic schools), a covered market,
clock house, outer courtyard and library, to be his best work.
The interior decoration using Iznik tiles from the peak period of
their production testifie to an art form that remains unsurpassed
in this material. The complex is considered to be the most harmonious expression ever achieved of the Ottoman kulliye, a
group of buildings constructed around a mosque and managed
as a single institution.

Historic Areas of Istanbul
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W

ith its strategic location on the Bosphorus peninsula
between the Balkans and Anatolia, the Black Sea
and the Mediterranean, Istanbul has been associated with major political, religious and artistic events for more than
2000 years. Its masterpieces include the ancient Hippodrome
of Constantine, the 6th century Hagia Sophia and the 16th century Suleymaniye Mosque, all now under threat from population
pressure, industrial pollution and uncontrolled urbanization.
Strategically located on the Bosphorus peninsula between the
Balkans and Anatolia, the Black Sea and the Mediterranean, Istanbul was successively the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire, and the Ottoman Empire and has been associated with major events in political history, religious history and art history for
more than 2,000 years. The city is situated on a peninsula which
is surrounded by the Golden Horn (Haliç), a natural harbor on
the north, the Bosphorus on the east and the Marmara Sea on
the south. The Historic Peninsula, on which the former Byzantium and Constantinople developed, was surrounded by ancient
walls, built initially by Theodosius in the early fifth century.
Istanbul

20

City of Safranbolu

F

rom the 13 century to the advent of the railway in the early
20th century, Safranbolu was an important caravan station on the main East – West trade route. The Old Mosque,
Old Bath and Suleyman Pasha Medrese were built in 1322. During its apogee in the 17 th century, Safranbolu's architecture
influenced urban development throughout much of the Ottoman
Empire.
Safranbolu is a typical Ottoman city that has survived to the
present day. It also displays an interesting interaction between
the topography and the historic settlement. By virtue of its key
role in the caravan trade over many centuries, Safranbolu enCity of Safranbolu

joyed great prosperity and as a result it set a standard in public
and domestic architecture that exercised a great influence on
urban development over a large area of the Ottoman Empire.
The architectural forms of the buildings and the streets are illustrative of their period. The caravan trade was for centuries
the main commercial link between the Orient and Europe. The
site of Safranbolu has been occupied by human settlements
since prehistory, as evidenced by rock-cut tombs. The Turks
conquered the town in the 11th century and in the 13th century
it became an important caravan station on the main east-west
trade route. Surviving buildings from this early period include the
Old Mosque, Old Bath, and Medresse of Süleyman Pasha, all
built in 1322.

Hattusha: the Hittite Capital

T

he archeological site of Hattusha, former capital of the
Hittite Empire, is notable for its urban organization, the
types of construction that have been preserved (temples,
royal residences, fortifications), the rich ornamentation of the
Lions' Gate and the Royal Gate, and the ensemble of rock art
Yazilikaya. The city enjoyed considerable influence in Anatolia
and northern Syria in the 2nd millennium B.C.
Hattusha exerted dominating influence upon the civilizations
of the 2nd and 1st millennia BC in Anatolia and northern Syria.
The palaces, temples, trading quarters and necropolis of this
political and religious metropolis provide a comprehensive picture of a capital and bear a unique testimony to the disappeared
Hittite civilization.
The ruins of ancient Hattusha, the modern village of Bogâzkale and the capital of the Hittite empire, are framed by the
grandiose backdrop of the high Anatolian plains 200 km to the
east of Ankara. The site was partially occupied at the end of the
3rd millennium by a pre-Hittite population which, as was also
the case in other regions, permitted Assyrian traders to settle
there. From a number of epigraphic documents we learn that the
city was then called Hattus (Hattush) and that it was destroyed
around 1720 by Anitta, a Hittite sovereign. The vicissitudes of a
complex history rich in events did not spare Hattusha from the
18th to 12th centuries and are borne witness to by monumental
vestiges of the built-up and rupestral ensembles.
The site, discovered in 1834, was not comprehensively excavated until 1906, which was the memorable date of the discovery of a copy of a peace treaty between Hattushili III and the

Pharaoh Ramses II, which made possible the identification of
Hattusha. Since then, joint efforts on the part of German and
Turkish archaeologists have made decisive progress in knowledge of the Hittite capital. The exploration of Hattusha should
serve as a model of long-term archaeological research planning
and has given rise to a host of publications and to a specialized
periodical issued by the Deutsches Archäologisches Institut.

The archeological site of Hattusha
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