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Introduction
Agritourism, an experience that combines traditional agriculture with tourism, is becoming increasingly popular throughout the world. In the
Black Sea Region this type of tourism is rather a new concept that started to develop a few years ago. Small farms have turned to agritourism in
recent years as a method of supplementing income and raising awareness about rural life. This developing brand of travel comes in a variety of
flavors — farm tours, produce picking, cooking classes, and more. The experiences are designed to give visitors an inside look at what life is
really like in the villages and on the farms in Armenia, Bulgaria, Georgia and Turkey.
The “Beauty of Simplicity” rural and agritourism tour gives participants a chance to harvest produce and eat a meal created from it just a couple
of hours later. In between the field and the feast, visitors get a peek behind the scenes of the region’s agriculture industry.
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Armenia
Many villages in Armenia have all predispositions to become attractive tourist destinations. The opportunity to be close to authentic Armenian
peasants, taste their food products, see the production process and experience all the peculiarities of village life, while surrounded with
beautiful nature, is something that should be explored and developed. At the moment, rural tourism in Armenia is still in its beginning phase, but
every year there are more and more households that offer B&B services. If you don’t mind the basic conditions and the language barrier, you will
be reworded with the great hospitality, delicious meals and genuine warmth that will make your stay a life time experience.
In Shirak Province, the Arpi Lake adjoining villages offer a unique opportunity for developing agritourism and stepping back in time to a simpler
way of life, besides multiple activities related to the Arpi Lake National Park.
In the last couple of years several villages in Gegharkunik have become a nucleus of rural tourism development in the province. In Sevan region,
it is a village of Tsaghkunk with the “Tsaghkunk” Guesthouse and a network of B&Bs and crafts manufacturers. In Vardenis, promoter of rural
tourism is the “Areguni” NGO, which offers hospitality in the families, organizes cooking and dancing classes, craftsmen visits and cultural
excursions. In the region of Chambarak, in the villages of Getik and Martuni, the "Cross of Armenian Unity" started an agritourism initiative
including cheese, honey manufacturers, rural homestays and different activities, such as carpet waving master classes, souvenir making
workshop, cooking classes and fishing.
Areni village in Vayots Dzor province has a population of about 2,000 people who mainly deal with vine-growing and fruit-growing. Each year in
Areni village takes place already a traditional “Wine Festival”, which attracts several thousand visitors.
The Tatev Rural Tourism Destination Area (RTDA) is located in the South of Armenia, in the Syunik region. It comprises 9 villages (Tatev, Aghvani,
Bardzravan, Halidzor, Kashuni, Khot, Shinuhayr, Svarants and Tandzatap) where rural, community-based tourism is being developed. The Tatev
RTDA promotes the following differentiating elements - the Tatev Monastery, recognized as an unique architectural relic, and the Tatev Wings
which entered the Guinness World Records book as the longest reversible aerial tramway built in one section only.
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Bulgaria
Rural tourism is the best way to get to know the traditions of Bulgaria. Through their stay in a village house, tourists can come to appreciate
traditional Bulgarian lifestyles and the culture of the country. The hospitability of Bulgarians, the unique local cuisine, the well-preserved
folkways, customs and crafts, the architectural reserves settlements and the beautiful surroundings all contribute to make rural tourism in
Bulgaria memorable. Bulgarian villages are famous for their beautiful natural settings and their hospitable residents. Every Bulgarian village can
boast of its rich store of interesting stories and legends. Visitors can benefit from the invigorating contact with nature, relaxation, healthy food,
while gleaning village lore.
Bulgarian villages are settlements that have preserved their historical characteristics and traditions to the present day. Even though construction
properties vary from one region to the other, buildings constructed with stone and soil are weighted. Village tourism has been successfully
developed in many of them, providing the opportunity to experience Bulgarian lifestyles and culture, enjoy Bulgarian traditions and customs,
and taste Bulgarian dishes prepared according to age-old recipes. Properly conserved houses attract a lot of domestic and foreign tourists to the
region. Visitors can find country guesthouses all over the country. Most of the houses in Bulgarian countryside are turned into guesthouses,
apartments, cottages and other forms of tourist facilities - houses to rent, designed for eco-tourism holidays and suitable for children and family
vacations, offering their visitors coziness and comfort, and typical and unique experiences. Usually guests are accommodated in a house built in
the 19th or early 20th century. some of those guesthouses are more than 300 years old and are a living memory for the village's heroic past, being
at the same time an interesting tourist destination. Many people have modernized their houses as guest house or taverna in many coastal towns
as well. A part of the rich experience is the delicious food that hosts prepare with vegetables picked fresh from the garden and seasoned with
herbs gathered in nearby forests and fields. There are many interesting things to do in the villages – visitors can help the hostess prepare some
special dish according to a traditional recipe, take part in farm work, rent a horse to visit nearby landmarks, pick aromatic herbs and a basket of
forest berries or mushrooms, or ride a mountain bike along the country roads and trails. Tourists may want to milk a cow, cut hay, prepare
yoghurt, help make white and yellow cheese, or put up jam. Almost every family in the villages engages in distilling rakia and making wine. In the
evening, tourists are often invited to have a meal with their hosts. Traditional dishes are served, folksongs are performed, and local legends are
shared. Some villages offer lessons in pottery making, icon painting or folksongs and dances, and there are demonstrations of sewing and
embroidering. These activities are usually combined with other tourism practices such as: hiking, biking, horseback riding, snowshoeing, visits of
monasteries, museums, archeological and other landmarks.
Some of the prettiest Bulgarian villages are nestled in the Balkan Mountains, such as Zheravna, Medven, Katunishte, Ichera and Gradets. In
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Dobrudzha (Bulgaria’s breadbasket) tourists can observe the livelihood of the villages, sample the local folklore and cuisine, and visit the unique
Dobrudzha farms. Exceptionally attractive are also the villages in the Strandzha Mountains – Balgari, Gramatikovo, Kosti, Brashlyan, Mladezhko
and others. Here visitors may walk to ancient wind mills or fulling mills, ride a donkey, or enjoy an excursion in a donkey cart. Tourists who visit
Strandzha at the beginning of June can observe the ancient ritual of nestinarstvo – dancing on live coals.
Another kind of charm awaits visitors to villages along the Black Sea coast, since they can combine summer fun with visits to such scenic retreats
as Durankulak, Krapets, Tyulenovo, Kamen Bryag, Balgarevo, Shkorpilovtsi, Lozenets, Varvara, Sinemorets, and Rezovo on the Turkish border.
Guests at the large Black Sea resorts have the opportunity to visit nearby villages and enjoy the residents’ hospitality.
There is a small but significant farmstay movement that has been developing in Bulgaria. The coveted Green Lodge badge is given to rural
retreats around the country which have outstanding green credentials, by the Bulgarian Association for Alternative Tourism. BAAT is all about
rural authenticity, ethno- and eco-tourism, and adventure and learning holidays. This taps into Bulgaria's huge and as yet unexploited natural,
ethnic and culinary wealth. Unfortunately, within the territory covered by the project there is only one organic farm offering agritourism
experience-“Wild Thyme” Organic Farmstay & Eco retreat in Palamaritsa village, Targovishte Province.
The Bulgarian countryside abounds with wineries that have earned international recognition, such as those at Domain Boyar, Osmar, cellar Khan
Krum, cellar Vinex Slavyantsi, Evksinograd, Pomorie, among many others.
Throughout the country, guests can experience a wide range of customs and rituals, such as the dancing on live coals, mummers, a Bulgarian
wedding, singing and dancing on St. Lazar’s day, singing and dancing on Christmas, the holiday of Trifon Zarezan, among others. Many folklore
festivals are also held in the country. One of the best known is the Burgas International Folklore Festival.
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Traditional villages
Nr.

Name/Type/Co
ntact

01.

Zheravna village
Arhitectural-Historical
Reserve

Description

Location/Address

Telephone

Zheravna Village is situated in Stara planina (Old Mountain), 12 km away from the town of Kotel. The region of the
th
village has been inhabited since the ancient times. In the 17 century Zheravna became a big craft and cultural
center with a population of a couple of thousand people and many shops. The main occupation of the local people
was sheep breeding, together with different crafts. Nowadays, Zheravna has turned into an architectural and
museum reserve of well-preserved and restored houses with characteristic decorations and wood-carvings from
the Bulgarian Revival Period, narrow cobblestone alleys and lots of drinking fountains. 172 houses in the village
were declared monuments of culture. 150 sites in the village were restored and revived, including St. Nicholas
Church built in 1834, which displays a rich collection of icons, stone sculptures, and church plates. The Yordan
Yovkov House Museum, the History of Zheravna Exhibition in the Sava Filaretov House Museum, the Life and
th
th
Culture in Zheravna during the Bulgarian Revival Period (18 – 19 cc.) and the exhibition in the Rusi Chorbadzhi
House Museum also attract the tourists’ attention. The accommodations in Zheravna are in harmony with the
spirit and the style of the architecture of the village. The guesthouses are restored buildings from the Bulgarian
National Revival that offer rooms which have preserved the typical atmosphere of the period.
Yordan Yovkov House Museum
The house where the famous Bulgarian writer Yordan Yovkov (1880 – 1937) was born is located in Golyamo bardo
Square (Big Hill Square). Yovkov lived there until he turned 13 when his entire family moved to Dobrudzha. In 1957
the house was transformed into a museum that recreated the atmosphere in which the writer grew up. The
exhibition comprises documents, manuscripts and pictures of Yordan Yovkov that provide information about his
life and work. The house is a simple one-storey building consisting of two rooms and a small anteroom. One of the
chambers preserves the atmosphere of the typical room of the region with the furniture, the vessels, and the
sleeping spot of the family. The other room keeps a collection of works by Yordan Yovkov. Yordan Yovkov wrote
both for children and adults. His books have been translated in more than 20 languages. His most famous works
are Legends of Stara Planina, Evenings in the Antim’s Inn, If They Could Speak, etc.
Old School Gallery
The building of the school, constructed in 1867, houses a picture gallery that comprises more than 450 paintings of
Bulgarian and foreign artists. Every year it hosts travelling exhibitions of artists and ethnographical exhibitions from
museums around the country.
Rusi Chorbadzhi House Museum
Visitors of the House of Rusi Chorbadzhi (Master Rusi House Museum) can see an interesting exhibition where the
different crafts practiced in Zheravna during the Bulgarian Revival Period are demonstrated. The enormous hand
loom and the skillfully-weaved delicate linen fabrics produced by the women of Zheravna are particularly
impressive. The house was declared a monument of architecture and construction in 1978.
Dobromiritsa National Festival of the Folklore Costume
Every year in the second half of August, Dobromiritsa Rural Park, located near the village of Zheravna, hosts the
National Festival of the Folklore Costume. The festival presents songs and dances from the different regions of
Bulgaria: 100 low-voiced bagpipes, zurnas from the Petrich Region, firewalkers’ and mummers’ plays from all
around the country, original crafts, dishes, etc.
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Website/Facebook
Zheravna village,
Kotel Municipality,
Sliven Province,
Bulgaria
Zheravna web portal:
http://www.jeravna.c
om/?language=en
Accommodation:
http://www.jeravna.c
om/hotels.php?town
=jer&language=en
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02.

Medven village

Medven is a small picturesque village, one of the few authentic villages in Bulgaria from the Bulgarian Renaissance
that have been carefully preserved during the years. The village is located in South-East Bulgaria and is a part of
Kotel Municipality, Sliven District. It is situated at the south foot of Stara Planina, amidst old oak and beech forest,
40 km northeast of Sliven, and 12 km southeast of Kotel. The village of Zheravna is 13 km west of the village and 4
km to the south is situated the village of Gradetz.
Medven has preserved its authentic architecture of the National Revival. Walking along the narrow paved streets
one still can feel the active spirit of the enlighteners. Out of approx. 300 houses in Medven, 104 are proclaimed
monuments of culture, as most of them have been built around 150 years ago and have been preserved in an
amazingly good shape. The gates of some of the most ancient of them still bear scars from Circassian axes. The
village of Medven is a birthplace of the famous writer and revolutionary Zahari Stoyanov and there is a housemuseum "Zahari Stoyanov" in the village, situated in Jurta hamlet. Another famous house was owned by the playwriter Stoyan Bachvarov.

Medven village, Kotel
Municipality, Sliven
Province, Bulgaria
Latitude: 42.8499985
Longtitude:
26.5669994
Altitude: from 300 to
499
http://www.guidebulgaria.com/se/slive
n/kotel/medven

Near Medven flows the picturesque river of Medvenska. It rises 11 km away from the village. There is a marked
route that can guide you through the most stunning places in the area, the waterfalls of Medvenska river-Sinia vir
and Skokovete. Beautiful caves are situated in the Medven Balkan. The most famous are: Lednitzata and Tzarevetz.
There is also a natural reserve for wild animals.
03.

04.

Katunishte village

Gradets village

The village of Katunishte is located in South-East Bulgaria and is included in the Municipality of Kotel (Sliven
District). It is situated in the Mountain of Stara Planina and is at distance of 55 km from the city of Sliven, 12km
from the historical town of Kotel and 85 km from the seaside and the International Airport in Burgas.

Katunishte village,
Kotel Municipality,
Sliven Province,
Bulgaria

The beautiful nature of Stara Planina Mountain offers an opportunity for adventures, recreation and ecotourism.
Some of the natural sights, protected areas and reserves in the region are: Orlitsa reserve, the protected areas
Orlovi Skali, Demir Kapia, Korenik, Vida peak, the caves Lednika, Prikazna, Maarata, Karvava Lokva, Tsarevets, the
rock formation Ouroushki Skali and Izvorite forest park.

Latitude: 42.7999992
Longtitude:
26.5000000

Gradets, meaning "small town", is a village in southeastern Bulgaria, part of Kotel municipality, Sliven Province. The
population of Gradets is 5,895, which makes it the second most populous village in Bulgaria, after Aydemir, Silistra
Province, and the most populous in Bulgarian Thrace.

Gradets village, Kotel
Municipality, Sliven
Province, Bulgaria

Gradets is situated in the Eastern Balkan Mountains, along the valley of the Luda Kamchiya. This part of the Balkan
Mountains is called Stidovo. The closest towns and villages are Kotel, Medven, Zheravna, Katunishte, Neykovo and
Ichera. Gradets is characteristic because the vast majority of its residents are Bulgarian Roma (in 2000, 5,500 of
th
6,000). In the early 20 century, Gradets had only around twenty Roma households, but their number later grew
rapidly.

Latitude: 42°47′N
Longtitude: 26°32′E,
Altitude: 680 m above
sea level.

th

Notable natives include politician Petar Gudev (1862–1932), officer Radko Dimitriev (1859–1918) and Shibil, a 19 century Turkish Roma brigand who served as Yordan Yovkov's prototype for a hajduk character, as well as possibly
the noted socialist Christian Rakovsky (1873–1941).
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05.

Ichera village

06.

Osmar village

The village of Ichera is located 20 km from Sliven town. Hidden in the arms of the Sliven Mountains, with its
enchanting natural beauty and spirit, Ichera is the new treasure of this region, which is also famous for a few other
popular tourist destinations like Zheravna, Medven, Kotel and Katunishte. The village is surrounded by forests with
meadows, which are full of herbs and mushrooms. Besides that, three of the streams of the Luda Kamchia River go
nearby the village. According to an old legend Simeon the Great gave this village to his servant as a sign of his
gratefulness. Later on he visited the place frequently to go hunting. Most of the houses that are still kept in Ichera
date back from the Renaissance and carry with them the features of the Kotel’s renaissance houses. The houses in
Ichera, are made entirely of wood with big, spacious porches and incredibly large rooms, situated in a specific way
so that the sun can shine on them during all day, bringing a cozy and warm atmosphere.
Village of Osmar is located in North-Eastern region of Bulgaria. It is a part of Veliki Preslav municipality, Shumen
Province. The village of Osmar is situated between the first two Bulgarian capitals - Pliska and Veliki Preslav. This is
the place where the aristocrats from the king's closest circles had built their residences. The strategic position of
the village has always made it a part of the great events that have changed Bulgaria's history. Perhaps this is the
reason why its inhabitants are still devoted adherents to the Bulgarian national identity. Besides that, Osmar is one
of the four most energetic spots in Bulgaria. The village of Osmar offers great opportunities for eco and village
tourism. It has been a member of BAVT (Bulgarian Association of Village Tourism) since 2004.
The famous Osmar rock monasteries, the remarkable religious, cultural and educational monuments from the
Second Bulgarian Kingdom, are located about 3km north of the village. It is a complex of scattered medieval rock
th
th
monasteries, churches and monastic cells that were occupied during the 12 -14 cc. by monks Hesychasts. The
monasteries were built in the soft limestone rocks and it is suggested the monks have reached them by rope
ladders. Unfortunately limestone walls are susceptible to degradation during the times and this is the reason the
cave murals are almost no preserved today. Kostadinov Monastery, the largest and best preserved of Osmar
monasteries, is carved in cliff height of about 8 to 10 meters. There can still be seen altar and fragments of
frescoes. There is an interesting natural formation called "The Eye" or "Ring" at the top of cliff of Kostadinov
monastery. In addition, esoterics organize their meetings there because of the particularly strong energy field that
has given this place prominence in the century-old heathen tradition. There is an old heathen sanctuary there. Its
altar concentrates the strongest energy field.

Ichera village, Kotel
Municipality, Sliven
Province, Bulgaria

Osmar village, Veliki
Preslav Municipality,
Shumen Province,
Bulgaria
Latitude: 43.2169991
Longtitude:
26.8500004
Altitude: from 100 to
199

The famous bitter Osmar pelin wine originates here. It is only here that it is made from a recipe passed from father
to son. Surrounded by fruitful grapevine fields, the village of Osmar has established its reputation as the most
famous with its wine industry region in Bulgaria. Osmar villagers are the only villagers in Bulgaria who have moved
their trellis vines outside their yards onto the pavement so that they form a tunnel of vines along the main street.
Trifon Zarezan (the Bulgarian wine holiday) is the best time to visit the village. There is an annual contest for the
best pelin and wine and combined with the other attractions this would furnish the guests with unforgettable
memories.
Tourists can find accommodation at Sveshtarovs houses offering peace and tranquillity. An old cooperage of 70year-old history can be seen in one of them. Some other attractions are the ride around the village in a donkey cart
as well as Saints Constantine and Helena church that has 150 years of history. In it there are icons that are believed
to have healing effect on the people who see them.
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07.

Dyulino village

Dyulino is a charming little village situated in the eastern part of the country, just between the two biggest sea
towns in Bulgaria - Varna and Bourgas. The village is snuggled at the foot of Emine mountain - at the point where
Dyulino passage begins. "Djulinski prohod" or Dyulino Pass is a mountain pass in the Balkan Mountains (Stara
Planina) which connects Varna and Aitos. This village attracts visitors with the unique combination of the Balkan
mountain, Dvojnitsa river and the Black Sea (only 15 minutes by car). The area is incredibly picturesque - the
houses are scattered far from each other and it is hard to say that they form a village. Spending your vacation in
Dyulino you can enjoy the quietness and tranquility of the mountain climate and the freshness of the Black Sea.

Dyulino, Byala
municipality, Varna
region, Bulgaria

Rural and hunting tourism are being traditionally developed in the village. The tourist have the opportunity to be
accommodated in traditional style Bulgarian homes, where the kind hosts offer various types of entertainments
which reproduce the atmosphere of the Bulgarian village as it was 100 years ago - taking livestock to pasture,
preparation of traditional Bulgarian dishes, game hunting (wild boars and ducks). The guests are offered delicious
meals cooked by ingredients, produced by the locals - tasty and ecologically clean fruits, vegetables, milk, cheese
and meat. There are opportunities for fishing in Dvojnitsa river, horse-riding, sunbathing at the coast of Black Sea,
organizing picnics in the forest, trips to famous places around the village, cultural and cooking nights. There is a
group of local singers, who sing national folk-songs and perform bulgarian habits- Babinden, Lazaruvane, etc. They
are very famous in the region and are invited frequently to cultural events around Bulgaria.

http://www.mirela.bg
/en/off-planproperties/village-ofDyulinozxc21q1250.html

The village of Dyulino is a magnificent place where many historical landmarks may be seen. In the surroundings of
the village is to be found Kozyak medieval fortress. According to the archaeologists the fortress used to comprise
two parts. The front one used to have the shape of an irregular hexagon. Remains of a tower are noticed in the
northern part of the complex. Only 5 km far from the village is situated the St. Constantine and Helena chapel,
which is famous for its healing water. Ancient remains and two Roman roads can be seen there, as well.
Accommodation costs between 10 and 15 leva. House owners will be willing to renegotiate prices.

https://www.faceboo
k.com/media/set/?se
t=a.70554149614338
6.1073741885.49248
1370782734&type=3
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08.

Kozichino (Erketch)
village

One of the most picturesque Stara Planina villages is called Kozichino. The village is also known as Erkech and is the
only Bulgarian settlement that has managed to preserve the language and traditions of old Bulgarians.
th

The first evidence of the village’s existence dates back to the First Bulgarian Kingdom (the second half of the 7
century). During the Ottoman reign, village residents were responsible for protecting Diulinski pass and were
allowed to be armed.

Over the past few years Kozichino managed to turn into an attractive tourism destination, especially for foreigners
spending their vacation in Bulgaria’s coastal resorts. Kozichino managed to develop ecological and rural tourism
opportunities. Tourist can take a donkey cart ride through the village. In the yard of the restaurant “Kladeneca”,
you'll see the ethnographic exhibition and an authentic water mill, anvil and wool-carding machine. You can visit a
distillery and you can taste the most popular alcoholic drink in Bulgaria. There is also a 200 year old lemonade
machine. Lemonade is made in a traditional way and bottled in the original bottle with a ceramic plug wire. A
functioning windmill can still be seen in Kozichino. Something anachronistic that you will spot in the village is an
ostrich farm functioning there.
St. Martyr Petka church is one of Kozichino’s landmarks. It was constructed from 1845 to 1848 and is one of the
few fully preserved authentic churches. Locals decided to set the church up in a low region. Construction took
place during the night, so that the Ottoman rulers would not find out. Sometimes, Ottoman soldiers destroyed the
work of Kozichino residents, who however, started reconstructing the church during the night.
You will certainly be most impressed by the village residents. They have managed to keep all traditions alive. Listen
to the songs of the local folklore group. Each Kozichino resident will be glad to invite you home and to offer you
rakia and a traditional salad. Everyone will be glad to offer you accommodation and to get you trying local dishes.

Kozichino, Pomorie
Municipality, Burgas
Province, Bulgaria
http://www.bulgariai
nside.eu/en/articles/
KozichinoVillage/932/index.ht
ml
https://www.faceboo
k.com/media/set/?se
t=a.70553416947745
2.1073741884.49248
1370782734&type=3
http://bulgariatravel.t
v/landmark/get/126
http://steveinyo.blog
spot.com/2010/10/bu
lgarian-discoveries-ivfolkloric.html

If you decide to visit Kozichino, keep in mind that the village is remote and located in the mountains, 30 km away
from Sunny Beach and 47 km away from the coastal city of Burgas. The road leading to it is in poor condition but
the beautiful places you will discover while traveling make the difficult trip worth it.
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09.

10.

Kosharitsa village

Malomirovo village

One of the villages that develop successfully rural tourism is situated in the region of Nessebar and is called
Kosharitsa. The village is located in the eastern part of Stara Planina Mountain, six km away from the coast.
Kosharitsa is suitable both for clubbing fans and for those who need a peaceful vacation. The proximity to Sunny
Beach resort will allow you enjoy night life in the resort. The village offers incredible view. Look to the east and you
will see old Nessebar and Pomorie. Numerous findings from Thracian times make historians believe that the region
was populated in ancient times. Kosharitsa was mentioned for the first time during the Russo-Turkish war
registers.
Kalinata preserve is near the village. Kosharitsa’s vicinities have been included in the European environmental
network Natura 2000 since the bird migration route Via Pontica passes over it. If you like mountain biking,
Kosharitsa offers numerous opportunities for the practice of that sport. A few water basins nearby provide
excellent opportunities for fishing lovers. Fishing is also possible due to the proximity to the sea. Hunting is
possible in the nearby forests. Several eco paths start from Kosharitsa and will allow you to take a pleasant walk in
the mountain region.
Malomirovo is located in the south-eastern part of Bulgaria at the foothills of the Strandja Mountains, within a
short driving distance from the market town of Elhovo. The village is 99 km east of the the Southern Black Sea
town of Burgas and just one hour and 40 minutes’ drive from Edirne in Turkey. Standing at the top edge of the
village you can see the hills of Turkey.
Village of Malomirovo has been inhabited since ancient times. The earliest inhabitants were Thracians. In 2005 just
outside of the village of Malomirovo at the foothills to the Strandja mountains, a team of archaeologists discovered
a collection of unique findings comprising the funeral offerings of a certain Thracian nobility, first one in century of
excavations that had not been robbed. A most interesting and beautiful collection of gold items including a wreath,
signet-ring and silver also discovered were 50 gold, silver coins. The Thracian ruler was buried with his helmet,
th
chain armor, sword and spears and a collection of bronze funeral gifts. The find dates back to 4 century BC
believed to be the one of the richest discovered in Bulgaria.

Kosharitsa, Pomorie
Municipality, Burgas
Province, Bulgaria
http://www.bulgariai
nside.eu/en/articles/
KosharitsaVillage/689/index.ht
ml

Malomirovo, Yambol
Province, Bulgaria

www.malomirovo.inf
o
https://www.faceboo
k.com/MalomirovoVil
lage

The village is probably the location of the medieval castle Versinikia near which in 813 the Bulgarian Khan Krum
decisively defeated the Byzantines. The first church in the village was built in 1834 and burned in the years of
Ottoman rule. In 1890 a new church was built and the present tower is a monument of culture. Personal gift from
the Russian Emperor Alexander II was two hundred pound bell.

11.

Mladezhko village

Malomirovo is one of only three villages in Bulgaria that continues to perform the folklore ritual known as Jimal.
Jimal tells the story of villagers that rescued and looked after a white stork and the tale is acted out each year.
The village of Mladezhko is located in South-East Bulgaria and is included in Municipality Malko Turnovo (Burgas
District). It is situated 50 km south from Burgas at one of the Mladezhka River sources. The village is situated in
Strandzha Nature Park. There are pleasant paths taking you to the springs of Mladezhka river. The area abandons
th
th
in caves, some of which were inhabited by men in the 12 – 8 cc. B.C. Mladezhko is also the site of the largest
Thracian and Late Antiquity fortress in the Strandja mountain (covering an area of more than 4 ha), whose ruins
can be seen about a mile away from the village.
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Mladezhko, Malko
Tarnovo Municipality,
Burgas Province,
Bulgaria
Latitude: 42.1500015
Longtitude:
27.3670006
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12.

Gramatikovo village

Village of Gramatikovo is located on the eastern slopes of the Strandzha mountain (South-East Bulgaria), 34 km
west of the town of Tsarevo and 25 km east of the town of Malko Tarnovo. Gramatikovo is the biggest village in
the Strandzha Mountain region with the population of approx. 1000 people.
Various legends tell how Gramatikovo was set up. According to one, the village was founded by monks, theologians
th
and writers in the 16 century. Ancient finds in the region prove that this area was inhabited since Antiquity or
early Middle Ages. Nearby were found the traces from an old Roman road, old mines, mound necropolises, two
treasures of colonial bronze coins of Byzia and many other finds.
The location of the village of Gramatikovo in the interior of Strandja and in the valley of the Veleka River has
played an important role for the determination of the means of livelihood for the inhabitants of the village through
the centuries until the present moment. The one-storey half built in the ground, two-room house is very typical for
the architecture of the region. Some of old houses are preserved today. They are completely restored both inside
and outside. The rest of the houses are built in modern Bulgarian style, with outside staircases.

Gramatikovo, Malko
Tarnovo Municipality,
Burgas Province,
Bulgaria
Latitude: 42.0670013
Longtitude:
27.6499996
Altitude: from 100 to
199

Religious landmarks in the Gramatikovo region include the St. Trinity monastery and St. 40 Martyrs church. The
church was burned down Circassians and renewed between 1905 and 1906.
Visitors can sense the village’s authenticity through the folklore shows, sightseeing and craft demonstrations
organized there.
13.

Balgari village

The village of Balgari is situated in Burgas province, 41 km north-east from Malko Turnovo, and 17 km south from
Tsarevo. The old name of the settlement is Urgari. This small village (population 318) is the only one given the
status of "folklore reserve" in the Strandja mountain.

Balgari, Tsarevo
Municipality, Burgas
Province, Bulgaria

Balgari is one of the oldest Strandjan villages and is known for the nestinari dances - a ritual dance onto a fire. Only
here one can observe the authentic and mystical fire dancing rite – a pagan ritual passed from generation to
generation since hoary antiquity. The ritual is performed every year, on the day of St. St. Constantine and Elena – 3
June (May 21 old calendar). The nestinari (fire-dancers) performing the ritual fall into a trance and dance on hot
embers to furious bag-pipe and drum accompaniment. Single male dancers carry the icons of the saints. Legends
have it that the ritual started when once God decided to test the faith of the mortals. God had a big fire set and
told the people to step into the fire. The only one who dared do that was young Konstantin. For his faith and
fearlessness the lad was honored later in heaven with a place by God's side. God repeated the test so as to choose
a bride for Konstantin. The brave maid who entered the fire was Elena (Helen). Some ethnologists think that firedancing is directly descended from the Dionysian rites of the ancients and thus constitutes a direct link with the
ecstatic religion of the Thracians.

Latitude: 42.0999985
Longtitude:
27.7329998

Traces of the ancient past of the village are preserved to the north: fragments of an ancient road made from huge
rusticated stones, ruins from a Thracian fortress. The St. Constantine and Helen Church was built up after the
Preobrazhenie Rising and is given nowadays the status of a monument of culture in relation to the nestinari
custom. In this part of Bulgaria one can find the Strandzha periwinkle - evergreen endemic bush included in the
Bulgarian Red Book of Floral Species under Protection.

http://www.guidebulgaria.com/SE/bour
gas/tsarevo/bulgari

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

http://www.discovers
trandja.com/settleme
nts/bulgari/
http://labulgarie.fr/balgaristrandja
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14.

Kosti village

Kosti is a village in southeastern Bulgaria, part of Tsarevo Municipality, Burgas Province. It is located on the banks
of the Veleka River in the Strandzha mountains not far from the Turkish border, 20-25 kilometres south of Tsarevo
and 91 km southeast of Burgas. The village lies within Strandzha Nature Park. Around the village of Kosti is
Bulgaria`s oldest reserve - Silikosia, unique for the abundance of the Strandzhanska Zelenika, a splendid type of
rhododendron, a protected plant that in Bulgaria can only be found in Strandzha and is considered a symbol of the
mountain.
Traces of ancient metallurgical activity have been discovered in the vicinity of Kosti, as well as a big necropolis and
several independent mounds of Thracian origin. The modern village was first mentioned in an Ottoman tax register
th
of 1498, according to which Kosti's population consisted of 22 Christian families. It also featured in a 17 -century
tax register, and during the Russo-Turkish War of 1828-1829 it was described as a Greek village. Statistics of 1898
count 185 Greek and 25 Bulgarian houses, whereas 1897 data only notes 300 Greek houses. Until the Balkan War,
Kosti has mostly been inhabited by Greeks – fire dancers, who later on emigrated. After 1913 Bulgarian immigrants
from Eastern Thrace settled in the village.

Kosti, Tsarevo
Municipality, Burgas
Province, Bulgaria
http://kosti.free.bg/
http://www.bulgariai
nside.eu/en/articles/
KostiVillage/364/index.ht
ml

Kosti was one of the Greek villages of inland Strandzha, culturally and linguistically very distant from then-Greekinhabited nearby coastal towns like Tsarevo (Vassiliko) and Ahtopol. Original Greek houses have been preserved in
Kosti. They differ significantly from the typical village houses of Strandzha and the town houses of the coast. The
houses in Kosti typically have two stories of crude stone, with the top floor cased with thick oak boards. They
feature an unusually large fireplace on the top floor and the reported lack of any windows (which were later added
by the Bulgarians who settled), as the only light to enter the room would come from a small opening in the ceiling
called okno. The population was mainly engaged in agriculture, cattle breeding and logging (wood was in demand
by the Ahtopol shipyard).
An ancient Bulgarian tradition, nestinari or fire-dancing, is still performed in four villages. Kosti is a characteristic
nestinari village, with a hundred of the 400 families being hereditary practitioners of this custom. Kosti’s
attractions include the church of St. St. Cyril and Methodius, which was destroyed during Ilinden-Preobrazhenie
Uprising and later on rebuilt. The church features an imposing iconostasis by the woodcarver Pandil, as well as old
icons. Besides that, the village had another ritual-building housing for the eight nestinari icons, including the main
icon, that of feast and regional patron Saint Constantine.
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15.

Brashlyan village
Arhitectural-Historical
Reserve

Brashlyan village lies in the low Strandzha mountains of Bulgaria’s southeast, 14 km northwest of Malko Tarnovo,
64 km south of Burgas and 4 km from the Bulgaria–Turkey border. The entire Brashlyan (“ivy”) village is an
th
th
architectural reserve displaying characteristic Strandzha wooden architecture from the mid-17 to the 19
th
century. The village was first mentioned in Ottoman tax registers of the mid-17 century as part of the district of
th
Anchialos (Pomorie) and grew into a major center of animal husbandry by the 19 century. The Sarmashik (old
name of the village) Affair, a predecessor of the Ilinden-Preobrazhenie Uprising, took place in Brashlyan in 1903.
Brushlyan is now heavily depopulated with only 84 inhabitants, most of them over 60 years of age.
Brashlyan is the most authentic among all the villages in Strandja. This is why as early as the 1982, Brashlyan was
th
th
proclaimed an architectural and historical reserve. 76 local houses from the 18 –19 century are cultural
th
monuments, of which nine are of national importance. The oldest house dates to the mid-17 century and is still
inhabited. The monastic school (working between 1871 and 1877), the St. Pantaleon, St. Petka and St. Marina
th
chapels and the 17 -century bell tower of the St. Demetrius Church have been restored by a local association. An
ethnographic collection and an open air museum of agriculture were set up as well. There are traces of Thracian
sanctuaries and dolmens several kilometers from the village.
Ethnographic museum – housed in a 150 years old building which has been preserved in its authentic form both
externally and internally – interior design and arrangement of the rooms. From an architectural point of view, it is
a two-storeyed house dating from the Revival period, with a ground floor build with stone and a wooden second
floor. The museum provides insight into the specific features of life and crafts in the village of Brashlyan from the
second half of the nineteenth century to the first half of the twentieth century. In the big room on the second floor
there is a typical fireplace, built with stone against the wall (badja). The ground floor (dam) used to serve as a
livestock barn in the past. Today it has been turned into a crafts room, where visitors can see an authentic loom
and can try to weave.

Brashlyan, Malko
Tarnovo Municipality,
Burgas Province,
Bulgaria
Coordinates:
42°02’46.70” N,
27°25’40.61” E,
318 m above sea level
http://greencorridors.
burgas.bg/en/objects
/view/33
Association for the
Development of
Brashlian
(Contact Siika
Yankova)

Museum of the traditional lifestyle and culture of Brashlyan – devoted to the traditional agriculture of the
Revival. Under a purpose built shelter and all around the yard there are exhibits of old agricultural tools used in the
past by people in Strandzha. In the indoor part of the museum there is a loom and various artifacts from the life of
the residents of Brashlyan which have been donated by the local people. Women from the local association
demonstrate the normal activities during the long winter evenings – spinning, knitting, singing and others typical of
a women’s get-together. The courtyard of the museum is often too small for the round dances which the tourists
dance together with the local women, and for the typical of Strandja games that they play – “filek”, “narichane”,
etc. All the above mentioned sites are serviced, opened and interpreted by women from the local Association for
the Development of Brashlian (Contact Siika Yankova).
The village offers its visitors a variety of folklore events, dishes and drinks from Strandja. Marked hiking trails will
take you to some of the most beautiful places in the vicinity of the village, to old trees, chapels, dolmens, mound
necropolises or habitats of rare plants such as wild orchids in Gogovo area, “the road of yasniya mesetz”, etc.
Brashlyan is part of the Strandzha Natural Park. The village’s territory borders that of the Vitanovo reserve, the
Veleka river valley and the trout breeding pool on the Katun River. The village’s fair is organized annually in early
th
August, usually around the 8 , and lasts two days.
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Map nr. 1. Rural Destinations in Bulgaria
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Georgia
Rural tourism is one of the most popular options in Georgia. Agriculture and tourism have always played a leading role in the Georgian economy.
Productive soil and climatic conditions gave the possibility to grow varied agricultural products. On the other hand, rich national and cultural
heritage, natural landscapes, climate, existing infrastructure made the environment more attractive for the development of tourism.
Rural tourism in Georgia offers the opportunity to enjoy all the pleasures of country life, closeness to nature, fresh air, healthy rural food made
from organic products, numerous hiking trails, take part in agricultural work, learn more about local folklore and ethnography. Choosing rural
tourism in Georgia is an excellent way to find adventures, improve health and feel the spirit of the nation. Georgian hosts in all guest houses are
generous and hospitable and you can join in their everyday lives and take part in their farming tasks.
Elkana promotes families that are interested in rural tourism as a business and who have opened their farms to tourists. Guesthouses are
located in villages and small towns throughout Georgia. All the guesthouses listed in the catalogue meet Elkana’s basic standards and general
tourist requirements.
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Turkey
Black Sea region of Turkey has a high potential for rural and ecotourism. What provides this region with such high potential are at first place the
geographical features it has. In addition, many areas in this region suitable for rural and ecotourism have remained untouched as the most
popular tourism style in the country is still limited to sun-sand-sea tourism. Such reasons turn Black Sea region of Turkey into an advantageous
region for both organic agriculture and rural tourism. Additionally, the Black Sea region of Turkey is quite rich in cultural products as well. Each
province along the Black Sea coast has unique cultural richness. Regions are rich particularly in handicrafts and local foods.
Despite the high potential mentioned above, Turkey does not have a long history of rural and especially agritourism. In Turkey rural tourism
concept usually brings outdoor recreational activities such as trekking and nature sports or village excursions for shopping and dining to people’s
minds. It is seen that this kind of rural tourism has developed in villages near ancient sites in settlements with cultural richness such Safranbolu
or around big cities like Istanbul. First agritourism activity in Turkey started in 2004 with “Ecological Agricultural Tourism, Information and
Experience Exchange (Ecological TaTuTa) Project” undertaken by Wheat Association with the support from United Nations. With this project,
Wheat Association became the representative of European Centre for Ecological and Agricultural Tourism (ECEAT) and Willing Workers on
Organic Farms (WWOOF) in Turkey. This project has a website (www.tatuta.org) on which there is detailed information about 93 farms in various
parts of Turkey. Many farm visitors pay visits to the farms of TaTuTa project via these organizations. They are either "farm volunteers" who
collaborate on the farm with their labor, knowledge, and/or experience for the duration of their stay or "guests" who give monetary support
directly (without intermediary) to the farm to compensate the host farm regarding accommodation and rendered services. Any visitor who
wants to visit a farm as a “volunteer” makes no material contribution; rather, s/he works in that farm - as seasonal workers do. The owner of the
farm provides food and accommodation in exchange for the service. Thus, farmers and guests exchange their experiences on an organic farm
and thereby awaken and strengthen their sense of responsibility with regard to ecological living.
Along the Black Sea coast there are few “eco villages”, where the tourists can stay in rural homes, such as Dadali, Zumrut, Seyhil, Gunekoy and
Inece. The guests can participate in milking cows, cooking jam, weaving baskets, making pickles with the villagers, etc. The villagers organize
different activities and performances for the tourists including the tractor rides, folklore program, engagement and dowry-laying, henna night, as
well as a traditional village wedding.
Below is the list of rural homestays and ecological farm stays in the Black Sea Region of Turkey. Please note that most of the included properties
are taken from TaTuTa web site and are copyright protected.
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Rural Homestays and Ecological Farm Stays in Turkey
Nr.

Name/Type/Co
ntact

01.

İğneada Resort Palivor
Çiftliği (Palivor Ranch)

Description
Palivor Ranch is situated 11 kilometers from Igneada, famous for its
stunning beaches on the Black Sea coast, in Avcılar village in the
Demirköy district of Kırklareli province. It is a family-oriented ecoliving community offering the finest farming activities and outdoor
recreation options available. Located in the picturesque Istranca
forests, the Palivor Ranch is 220 km from Istanbul. In the 1700s1800s, Palivor was one of the ranches where people of Bulgarian
and Greek origin resided, wine was produced, and animals were
bred.
Palivor Ranch introduces a unique eco-living experience in a
collection of private ranch and orchard homes. The accommodation
will provide you with a TV and air conditioning. There is also a dining
table. Featuring a shower, private bathrooms also come with a
hairdryer and free toiletries. You can enjoy mountain view from all
the rooms. Extras include a barbecue, a desk and an outdoor seating
area. Offering a restaurant, at İğneada Resort Palivor Çiftliği you will
find a garden, barbecue facilities and a terrace. Other facilities
offered at the property include a shared lounge, an ironing service
and laundry facilities. The property offers free parking. Local
products include yoghurt, honey, cheese, meat, etc.
The property won the “Best Residential Property in Europe” by the
International Property Awards in 2011.
Nr. of houses for rent: 1

Location/Address
Palivor Çiftliği
Avcılar Köyü
Palivor Mah.
İğneada Demirköy
Kırklareli, 39650
Avcılar, Turkey

Telephone
Kadri Aksel
(+90)5302435634

Email/Skype
Website/Facebook
info@palivor.com
http://www.palivor.c
om/
http://www.palivorcif
tligi.com/?a/hakkimiz
da.v3
Facebook:
https://www.faceboo
k.com/PalivorCiftligi
Booking:
http://www.booking.
com/hotel/tr/country
-house-igneadaresort-palivorciftligi.engb.html?aid=348104;l
abel=hotel-313993_T2_pool-couk_slice99999;sid=e0993d429
f8c0f2fa79654e3beb1
799d;dcid=4;ucfs=1;sr
fid=2fa2057e21c113f
7f4d8ad6c5dd5c0359
ba85842X9;highlight_
room=;spdest=ci/760678;spdist=38.7
Videos:
https://www.youtube
.com/user/palivor/vid
eos
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02.

Narköy Farm

Narköy is an organic farm and a training center which is situated
near the Black Sea, 1.5 hours from Istanbul. Narköy is an
educationally focused facility founded and providing service as a
modern farm and hotel. With its 14 rooms, family and group lodging
units, nomad tents, a restaurant featuring organic farm meals,
indoor and outdoor classrooms, organic agricultural farming, and a
magnificent forest abundant with nature’s delights, Narköy makes it
possible to take part in a variety of trainings, activities and
workshops, enjoy a holiday with your loved ones in the heart of
nature, or to work and move projects forward with colleagues, far
from the tumult of the city. Narköy’s door is open to all who wish to
spend time in and contribute to nature. We offer special meals
prepared by “chef mom” with our homegrown organic products and
activities which takes you away from city life to nature. 80% of the
products we offer our guests at Narköy are our own, featuring
sumptuous breakfasts, traditional meals made of certified organic
products, and an array of flavors cooked in our experimental
kitchen.
A wide variety of workshops are conducted at Narköy, ranging from
cheese, jam and bread making, compost workshop, mud workshop,
to mindful ways of being present in nature.
Narköy’s architectural sense is based on one of sustainable energy,
its structures built from a low carbon-footprint, light steel system,
using recycled and natural materials at every step of the way. Its
renewable landscaping is an important part of this system.
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Kıncıllı Köyü,
Yayla Mevkii,
Kerpe Caddesi,
No: 13/A Kandıra
/ KOCAELİ, Turkey

(+90) 541 486 43 20
(+90) 262 561 25 25
(26-27-28)
Istanbul office:
(+90) 216 486 06 14

www.narkoy.com/en/
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=185&lan
g=en
http://www.workawa
y.info/234241842182
-en.html
https://vimeo.com/7
2271479
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03.

Thuya Eko Pansiyon

The eco farm and pension “Thuya”, is located a little outside the
village of Mecidiye near Armutlu, from where you can reach Istanbul
in 60 minutes via express boat. The pension is suitable for a
wilderness retreat. Thuya eco-farm has five rooms for totally 15
TaTuTa visitors. Some rooms have a view of Gemlik Gulf and Mount
Olympus Bythine (Uludağ). Three bathrooms, WC and hot-water are
provided for the visitors. While uncertified ecological agriculture
was performed since 1996, required farm certification has been
obtained recently. The farm is surrounded by various fruit trees and
a rosary. In case of demand, some activities such as art and
photography workshop, glass-wooden painting, trekking, riding and
food production are carried out. Farm presents food from Ottoman
Cuisine and various world cuisines as well as vegetarian food, 80% of
which are prepared using organic products.

Mecidiye Köyü
No: 9-10,
Armutlu, Yalova
Province, Turkey

(+90) 226 535 63 83
Fax:
(+90) 226 535 63 80

thuya@thuyaekopansiyon.com
tulayandic@thuyaekopansiyon.com
http://www.shazinem
.net/turizm-gezi-veseyahat/26672armutlu-nasil-gidilirne-yenir-nerdekalinir-resimleri.html

Thuya is surrounded by countless historical and natural beauties.
Ancient monasteries in the northwest part of the village and in
Selimiye Village (a close destination), wide walks, historical
Calabrian pines in Fıstıklı, traditional Turkish and Greek houses in
Armutlu, Esenköy Waterfall, Gemlik Umurbey Museum, İznik Lake,
Yalova-Altınova-Hersek Village (The last Silk Road destination in
Asia) are really worth visiting.
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04.

“Forest Gardens”
Chevrel Traher Farm

Chevrel & Alan are a British couple living at the edge of a forest
village in the mountains, 12 km South of Yalova, which is remarkably
accessible and reached by fast ferryboat from Istanbul. Since the
beginning of 2009 they have been working to create an Organic
Permaculture smallholding with the aim to live both sustainably and
comfortably. The farm where compost, permaculture, eco-tourism
and certified organic farming activities are performed is surrounded
by hornbeam, beech, chestnut and linden forest. It's a beautifully
quiet rural area, close to Termal, the geothermal spa. The hostess
has been living in Turkey for 20 years. She is passionate about the
environment, real food, organic farming and long-term landscape
management issues. Previously she worked on a large organic farm
in Çanakkale, and moved to her current place in 2009. Chevrel works
in Landscape Design, and Organic farm consultancy. She is the
owner of “English Gardens”, and represents British companies in
Turkey, and Turkish interests overseas. She has set up & operated a
150 ha organic farm (2004-2009), and is now living in Kurtkoy,
building an eco-house & “Forest Gardens”. Her most recent
enterprise is “English Cake Factory”.

Kurtkoy, Yalova
Province, Turkey

Chevrel Traher
Alan Green

www.chevreltraher.c
om

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

http://www.forestgar
dens.blogspot.com/
http://www.englishca
kefactory.com/Site/G
enel/Hakkimizda.aspx
http://www.workawa
y.info/14391562134d
-en.html
info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=134&lan
g=en

At home, in the misty mountains of Yalova, Chevrel and Alan have
started to create their “Forest Gardens” which are based on the
natural relationships of plant communities. As well as edible plants,
there will be trees for firewood & other uses, focusing on native
Turkish plants. Permaculture is an essential element of the
management processes employed. Herbs and medicinal plants are
produced for Vie en Rose, Turkey’s first certified organic herbal
remedy company. At the farm built on approximately 1.1 ha area,
they grow crops throughout the year and supply all fruit and
vegetable needs of the family. They have 3 dogs, 2 cats and 20
chickens (free range eggs). Volunteers are welcome to come and
take part in their work and to experience living in a small forest
village. The jobs generally include helping with the land, garden,
chickens, dogs, planting, construction and in the house. The hosts
can also adapt their program to suit the volunteers and their skills.
Accommodation consists of 3 double rooms (own shower-rooms),
while meals are all shared and eaten together. Guests should be
able to speak English. Volunteers are welcome from mid-March
through October (not during the winter).
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05.

Yoga Farm

Yoga Farm is located in Yalova Province, 15 km from the town of
Yalova and 2 km from the village of Sugoren. The farm is situated in
a forest surrounded by trees of European-Siberian temperature
zone. It has about 35 acres of area. 10 acres of the total area is used
for agriculture. They grow several fruits, vegetables and herbal
plants in the farm. The Yoga Farm is owned by Ananda Marga (Way
to inner happiness) Yoga Association and located in the country side.
Although their source of income is not agriculture, they are engaged
with agriculture due to their passion for nature and earth. Daily
visits include farm work, learning about plants and spices, cooking
and yoga practice. Food will be prepared by the farmer with the
help of the guests. Only vegetarian food will be available. Please be
aware that there is no internet connection, TV or night life in this
camp.
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Sugoren köy,
Yalova Province,
Turkey

(+90) 537 684 49 39
(+90) 535 896 48 95
(+90) 532 272 04 07

http://www.yogaevi.
org/?q=node/29&lan
guage=en

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=155&lan
g=en
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06.

Jade Çiftliği
(Jade Farm)

Jade farm is an exporter of certified organic fruits and vegetables, as
well as processed fruits. Maksudye village is a Ciscassian village and
the Jade is the name of the hostess' Circassian family line. The
region where Circassian culture is dominant has a climate similar to
Black Sea and there is always breeze, even in summer. The owner of
the farm started, on his own efforts, ecological production in 2001
on 180 decares of fruit and 20 decares of vegetable land where
conventional agriculture was performed for 28 years. Certified
ecological production is performed in this 200 decare-land which
constitutes of 2000 quince trees, 2000 apple trees, 2000 pear trees,
plum trees, vegetables as well most of other crop fields. Products
produced in this farm are put up for sale in organic product market
set up on Saturdays in Şişli District of İstanbul and in local markets.

Maksudiye
village, Söğütlü
District, Sakarya
Province,
Marmara Region,
Turkey

Berin Erturk
(+90) 216 346 83 92
Fax:
(+90) 216 385 89 84

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

https://www.faceboo
k.com/jadeciftligi201
2

http://jadefarm.org/

http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=25&lang
=en

Visitors accommodate in a separate, three-room guesthouse with
flush-toilette and hot water. Farm is open only to volunteer tourists.
Visitors are accepted only for the six month period between MarchOctober. Volunteers can accommodate in this farm free of charge,
but they have to help in daily farm works. They can stay in the farm
minimum for a week.
rd

th

th

Volunteers coming in the 3 , 4 and 5 months help in collecting
pruned branches, planting vegetables, preparing natural drugs,
th
mowing, under-tree processing; ones coming in the 6 month help
th
in trapping trees and handling vegetables; ones coming in the 7
month help in thinning fruits and handling vegetables; ones coming
th
in the 8 month help in picking plumps and handling vegetables;
th
ones coming in the 9 month help in picking apples and; ones
th
coming in the 10 month help in picking quince.
07.

Özlü Ailesi Çiftliği
(Özlü Family Farm)
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Çilimli, Düzce
Province, Turkey
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08.

Dadalı Eco Village

Dadalı Village of Akcakoca town in Duzce Province offers tourists a
real experience of village life. The village is located 31 km from
Düzce and 9 km from Akcakoca. It features wood-framed brick
homes built in the traditional architectural style, unspoiled nature
and high potential for organic farming. The village is known as an
eco/agro-tourism destination. The pioneers of tourism in Dadalı are
the local women.

Dadalı village,
Düzce Province,
Turkey

http://www.duzcekul
turturizm.gov.tr/sayfa
-187eko_koy_dadali.html

Guests are welcomed by the people of the village and can stay in
their homes. All of the regional dishes are prepared with organic
produce and are incredibly delicious – tarhana soup, cabbage
stuffed with meat, pitta, cranberry jam and baklava should be
tasted. Guests can learn local customs and traditional cultural values
through various activities. They can milk cows in the morning, gather
eggs from chicken coops, feed animals, pick fruits and flowers or
help in preparing lunch. Besides that, guests can spend time test
driving the tractors, making toys for the children or hiking. They can
also take a tour of the local area including Dadalı, Telepkoy,
Altuncay, Cayagzi and the beach town of Akcakoca. In the evening
the guests can enjoy a traditional dinner and village story telling
before watching an enactment of a villager asking a girl's parents for
her hand in marriage and learn about the engagement and dowrylaying, as well as a traditional village wedding.

09.

Yarışkaşı Mansion

The host runs his business with his wife. The family is passionate
about ecological living. They sell their home-made tarhana (dried
food for making soup), preserved foods and hand-crafts. They grow
various vegetables for their own need, and the excess goes to their
hotel. The facility is surrounded by a rich forest and several tourist
sites and stays green all year long. It is located in the town center
which is famous for its baths, mosques and thermal springs. Abant
National Park, with its trekking paths and wildlife, is 18km away.
Packsaddle making, coppersmithing, and hatchet making are the
best known handcrafts of the region.
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Kaygana Mah.
Bolu Cd. No:99
MUDURNU, Bolu
Province, Turkey

(+90) 374 421 36 04
Fax:
(+90) 374 421 36 05

yariskasi@gmail.com
www.yariskasi.com
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=99&lang
=en
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10.

Hindiba Nature House

Hosts are generally busy with their guests, garden and cooking. The
houses and the garden is seated on a 3,5 acres of land. Next to the
main campus, there is a big camping area. They grow vegetables
with traditional methods without any chemicals. They do not sell
their products, they use them for cooking for their guests. There are
9 eco-friendly buildings (stone and wooden bungalows) on the land.
The farm is surrounded by a wild forest where you may see wild
pigs, deer, rabbits, birds, and pick wild fruits.

Mengen Kıyaslar
Koyu Kaynarca
Mevkii Yedigoller
Yolu 3. Km, 14850
Mengen,
Zonguldak
Province, Turkey

http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=85&lang
=en

11.

Yörük Village
(Architectural reserve)

Along the Kastamonu road, 15km east of Safranbolu, Yörük Köyü
(Nomad Village) is a beautiful settlement of crumbling old houses
once inhabited by the dervish Bektaşı sect. The government forced
the nomads to settle here so it could tax them, and once they'd put
down roots these new villagers grew rich from their baking prowess.
The village remains charmingly unrestored. The stone walls and
wooden roofs and minarets of its two small mosques were last
th
th
reconstructed in the 18 century. The 16 -century hamam is in
ruins, but the 300-year-old communal washing hall, or çamaşırhane,
where village woman meet over laundry to share gossip and sing
songs, was restored in 1996. It is located in Cemil İpekçi Sokağı and
has the arched hearths where the water was heated in cauldrons.
Sipahioğlu Konağı Gezi Evi is one of the village's enormous Ottoman
houses. The builder's warring sons divided the mansion in two, and
you tour the selamlık and haremlik separately.

Yörük Village,
Kastamonu
Province, Turkey

https://yorukvillage.w
ordpress.com/
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12.

Yüksel Erdoğan Farm

In a wooded village of Şenpazar near a deep ravine lies the
horticultural family Erdoğan. A stream with ice cold water flows
through the village and the farm. Through the window of the house
there is a view of a beautiful green forest.
The farm owner and his father, who opens the top floor of their
house to the guests, are one of the wooden spoon artists in Turkey.
Carving of various objects composes a part of their income. You will
stay on the second floor of the house. There are two large rooms in
each three people can lodge, a kitchen, a traditional toilet and a
bathroom which is heated by wood stove or solar energy. The meals
are eaten with the family. The food is delicious. The bread and the
special "Torba" yogurt, which makes hostess Yasemin itself, will
certainly wake up your taste buds. The family cultivates vegetables
in a small area for their own use.

Şenpazar village,
Kastamonu
Province, Turkey

Genctur
Address: Istiklal
Street, No: 108,
Aznavur Pasaji,
8th Floor, 34430
Galatasaray /
Beyoglu, Istanbul

Yasemin & Yüksel
Erdoğan

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org

All visitor related
communication is
handled by Gençtur.

http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=57&lang
=en

Zafer Yilmaz,
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

http://www.groeneva
kantiegids.nl/accomm
odatie?ac=TR-376201730
https://vimeo.com/3
2896150

The climate is pleasant here. From December to March there is
snow but spring is warm and in summer the temperature rises to
about 27 degrees. The ravine is only 1 km away from the farm and is
an ideal walking area. The llisu waterfall and Pasha Mansion (Konak)
in Pinarbasji (70 km) are definitely worth to see.
Visiting as guest: 3 meals and accommodation 100 TL (2014)
Type of Tasks:
Gardening-Farming
Features: Eco-Friendly Energy, Eco-Friendly Architecture, Traditional
Crafts, Agriculture/Horticulture/Gardening, Local Seed/Traditional
Production.

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

26

13.

Yavuz Özden Farm

The Özden family farm is located in the wooded Şenpazar near a
deep ravine. A stream with ice cold water flows past the village. Mr.
Özden is a retired banker who returned to his village to have peace
of mind.

Şenpazar village,
Kastamonu
Province, Turkey

Yavuz and Makbule
Özden
Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

The main income of the farm that is placed in the west Black Sea
region comes from beekeeping. Yavuz Özden and his wife Makbule
grow vegetables according to ecological principles for their own
consumption. The couple has a room in their house for guests
suitable for two or three persons. There is both a Turkish and a
European toilet. The bathroom with toilet and hot water is placed
within the house. The price for one night includes breakfast, lunch
and dinner. It is possible to work on the farm. Volunteers stay for
free. The hosts like to eat with the guests. Conversing with the host
is a pleasant experience, given his sense of humor.

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=55&lang
=en
http://www.groeneva
kantiegids.nl/accomm
odatie?ac=TR-376201731

Euro-Siberian flora is observable in the area which receives rainfall
most of the year. From December to March it is cold here and there
is snow. Spring is warm and summer is about 27 degrees.
The ravine is located near the farm and provides an ideal hiking
area. Valla canyon, the llisu waterfall and Pasha Mansion (Konak) in
Pinarbasi (70 km) are definitely worth to see. The Ilgarini cave (in
the northwest corner of Kastamonu) is one of the largest caves in
Turkey. The region is a very suitable place for walking off the beaten
track.
14.

Ahmet Yilmaz Farm

Şenpazar village,
Kastamonu
Province, Turkey

Ahmet Yilmaz

http://plajlar.net/tatil
-ciftlikleri-veekoturizm.html

15.

Osman Gülver Farm

Şenpazar village,
Kastamonu
Province, Turkey

Osman Gulver

http://plajlar.net/tatil
-ciftlikleri-veekoturizm.html
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16.

Zümrüt Ecovillage

Zümrüt village with its preserved traditional wooden architecture is
an ecovillage accommodating visitors during summer season.
Zümrüt village is located in the buffer zone of the Kastamonu-Bartın
Küre Mountains National Park, in western Black Sea region. Küre
Mountains are rich in old growth forests, canyons, caves, flora and
fauna species. 40 of Turkey's 132 mammal species, and 147 bird
species (46 of which are in danger of extinction) are endemic to this
region. Küre Mountains National Park is also identified as one of the
122 “Important Plant Areas” in Turkey by The Society for the
Conservation of Nature (DHKD).

Zümrüt village,
Kastamonu
Province, Turkey

https://www.faceboo
k.com/ZumrutKoyu
http://www.azdavay.
com/menuler/zumrut
tesisleri.asp
http://www.izlesene.
com/video/zumrutkoyutanitim/2132997

Recently, Zümrüt village was a pilot area of the “Küre Mountains
Ecotourism Project”. Küre Mountains Ecotourism Association
together with the National Parks Authority has restored two large
village houses along traditional architectural lines, and turned them
into a pension with 25 beds, which is already being run by the
villagers. The old school building is also renovated and converted
into a Visitors' Centre where local products (tarhana, jam, herbs,
fresh fruits, etc.) are offered. Zümrüt women, with their colorful
folkloric attires, their friendly communication skills, delicious jams,
marmalades and grape molasses they prepare, and the handicrafts
they create, are the center of attraction in the village. The project
team has built horse riding and bicycling routes, and walking paths
around the village, where young boys and girls earn extra income,
serving as nature guides for visitors.
17.

Hüseyin Genç Farm

The host couple had restored a lime covered brick and wooden
village house in their home town. Agriculture is a common activity
around the area where the farm is located and there are plenty of
fruit trees as well as seasonal garden plants. Traditionally decorated
guest room, toilet (European style) and bathroom are in the house.
The host adopts Fukuoka's natural farming principles.

Yaprakli village,
Cankiri Province,
Turkey

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=150&lan
g=en

18.

Yüksel Baba Çiftliği
(Father Yüksel Farm)

The host is a leading farmer of the village. They are cheerful,
knowledgeable people who love sharing, dedicated many years to
agriculture and feed themselves from the soil. Various vegetables
and fruit trees are grown in their garden. They also grow corn for
their animals and wheat for own needs. Ecological methods are
embraced with all the products of the family.

Kabalı Köyü /
Sinop Province,
Turkey

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=52&lang
=en
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19.

Bayrak Ailesi Çiftliği
(Bayrak Family Farm)

The owner of the house, who is a retired teacher, and his wife live in
the farm located in the hinterland of the Black Sea. Since 2005, the
couple is engaged in ecological fruit growing including apple, quince,
peach, cherry, pear, sour cherry, plum and walnuts. They also
produce vegetables adequate for their own needs. Their way of
living is a remarkable example of ecologic sustainability: what they
produce not only fulfils their basic needs but also provides friends
and family with healthy and delicious food. Mrs. Bayrak makes
delicious organic jams and marmalades (strawberry, blackberry, rose
hip). Bayrak couple hosts their guests in their house and have the
meals together.

Gümüşhacıköy,
Amasya Province,
Turkey

Ibrahim Bayrak and
his wife Birsel

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=51&lang
=en
http://www.opensteps.org/bayrakfarm-gumushacikoyturkey/

VISITING AS GUEST: You can either stay at the farm house
surrounded with fruit trees or at the second house in the town.
Bayraks offer 3 meals prepared with mostly organic food. Contact
the host for contribution fee.
VOLUNTEER WORKS
MAR: Cleaning the scraps of pruning, fixing the fences APR: Cleaning
the scraps of pruning, planting seedlings, pest control and setting
traps MAY: Preparing beds for seedlings, planting seedlings, applying
home-made organic pesticide JUN: Fixing and installing the irrigation
system, weed control, strawberry harvest, applying organic pesticide
JUL: Weed control, strawberry, blackberry, raspberry, peach harvest,
making jam, applying organic pesticide AUG: Weed control,
strawberry, blackberry, raspberry, peach harvest, making jam, early
fruit harvest SEP-OCT: Fruit harvest, making jam
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20.

Hıdır Murat Bağ Farm

The cultivated area in the farm is 25 acres. The farm is surrounded
by green forests, uses traditional and organic agriculture methods
and produces hazelnut, chestnut, plum, pear, and quince. It is
located inside the village. The host offers 2 rooms to the guests. He
receives volunteers in July, August, September, November and
December and needs help mostly in the garden and in the kitchen.
The farmer has been practicing certified organic agriculture for 3
years. Hıdır Bey is an agricultural engineer so this place is ideal for
those who want to benefit from his professional experience and
gain knowledge in agriculture. His wife Sevgi Hanım takes care of the
kitchen besides doing garden work. She needs help especially in
making syrup and canning.

Yesiltepe village,
Samsun Province,
Turkey

Hıdır Murat
Sevgi Hanım

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=149&lan
g=en
https://www.faceboo
k.com/hmuratbag
https://www.faceboo
k.com/svgparlak?fref
=ufi&pnref=story

VISITING AS GUEST: 3 meals and accommodation 75 TL (2014)
VOLUNTEER WORKS
July: weeding, irrigation
August: hazelnut harvest, collecting oregano
September: walnut harvest, preparing apple and quince syrup,
November: fertilizing, weeding
21.

Ahmet Bağ Farm

It is one of the biggest certified organic agriculture producers of the
town. The farm that 3 generations live there at the same time has
85 decare area. 6 people (include children) live in the farm that
traditional and organic agricultural methods are applied. Hazelnut,
wheat, corn, vegetables and clover are grown on the farm
surrounded by green natural forest. The farm is located in a village
where traditional village life can be experienced. Meals are eaten
with the family. Agriculture and stock breeding are the general
source of income the region, the house owner Mr. Ahmet has been
making organic agriculture for 3 years. One room is set aside for
volunteers on the farm that accepts volunteers all year long.
Grandfather, grandmother and grandchildren are living together and
they are a big family.

Yesiltepe village,
Samsun Province,
Turkey

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=94&lang
=en

*Due to cultural reasons, the host cannot accept single females. The
applicant is expected to speak enough Turkish to communicate.
VOLUNTEER WORKS
During the year: gardening, cleaning, animal care, simple
construction tasks
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22.

Muhtarın Çiftliği
(Muhtar Farm)

Owner of the farm has been actively growing ecologic hazelnut since
1993. Family is growing their own kitchen stock requirements in
their vegetable garden as well as organic certified hazelnut in their
40 acres of land. Besides farming they are also doing beekeeping.
The farm is in a beautiful location with available transportation to
central areas. Residents of the farm are owner Mehmet Ozmen and
his wife Hamide, Grandma Sukriye and their daughters Elif Nur,
Sultan and Sukriye. Family Ozmen is welcoming their guests in the
guesthouse near their home. Guesthouse has one room, kitchen,
bathroom with a separate alaturca toilet and it can accommodate
up to 4 guests.

Terme village,
Samsun Province,
Turkey

Mehmet Ozmen
Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=144&lan
g=en

VISITING AS GUEST: 3 meals and accommodation 45 TL (2014)
VOLUNTEER WORKS
June: hazelnut weeding
July, August: hazelnut harvest
23.

Honça Tokat Evi

Honça serves traditional dishes from the rich Tokat cuisine. The
Honça Tokat Evi is a renovated traditional Tokat house where 5
people can stay and study the local traditional cuisine.

24.

Küçük Ağa Çiftliği
(Küçük Ağa Farm)

Davut Koçer and his family accommodate TaTuTa guests on the
upper floor of their house and can host up to 8 people. They have 40
acres of land in the Sulugöl village and produce green onions,
lettuce, spinach, dill, parsley, carrots, radishes, cauliflower, zucchini,
and cucumber. The farm is the leading farm in the region working on
expanding organic agriculture.

25.

Ecologic Güney Village

Güney village is located 14 km inland from the Black Sea coast and
the town of Piraziz. There are two village houses serving as the guest
houses in the village with maximum capacity of 25 people. The
guesthouses are open whole year. Meals are traditional and for
vegetarians they have special menus. In the village there are 4 active
water mills, 33 stone houses, 25 serenders, fountains and all of
them can be visited by visitors. There are 17 km of trails suitable for
hiking and mountain biking in the area. Other activities include
cooking jam, weaving baskets, and making pickles with the villagers.
Depending on season the visitors can pick fruits and vegetables from
the gardens.
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Ali Paşa Hamamı
Sk. No:5, Tokat,
Tokat Province,
Turkey
Sulugöl Köyü,
Niksar, Tokat
Province, Turkey

Güney Köy,
Piraziz, 28100
Giresun Province,
Turkey

Reservation: Gençtur,
(+90) 212 244 62 30

Davut Koçer
(+90) 356 544 13 06
(+90) 356 544 10 22
(+90) 534 651 86 88
Reservation: Gençtur
(+90) 212 244 62 30
Fatma Altun
(+90) 454 365 60 77
(+90) 505 800 78 13

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://plajlar.net/tatil
-ciftlikleri-veekoturizm.html
f.altun1996@hotmail.
com
https://www.faceboo
k.com/ekolojik.guney
koy.3
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=9YxFx
2wleWU
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26.

27.

Şeyhli Ecotourism
Village

İnece Ecotourism
village

Şeyhli village is located 5 km inland from Piraziz town. Recently, an
innovative community ecotourism project was developed in the
village and several guesthouses were established. The guesthouses
are duplex buildings. The owners of the houses stay downstairs
while the upper floors of these buildings are kept for the visitors.
There are in total 10 houses serving as the guesthouses in the village
with accommodation capacity of maximum 40 people. Tourists can
witness the local traditions and customs. Villagers animate
traditional wedding ceremony and henna night to the visitors. While
experiencing village life the visitors will also participate in local
festivals. Other activities include planting, working in the farms and
harvesting. Close to the village is a beautiful waterfall suitable for
short hikes.
Prices for 2014:
70 TL per person half-board
50 TL per person per night (food is not included)
İnece village is a part of Bulancak town in Giresun province, Turkey.
About 1000 people live in there. In addition to the cherry and the
hazelnut, of which Giresun is their homeland, many fruits and
vegetables special to the region are grown in the village. Local
women can organize feasts with typical dishes from the region.
Traditional crafts such as a special kind of embroidery (oya) woven
with hand and waving waist cloths are preserved. There is a folklore
group in the village performing traditional dances and songs. İnece
has natural beauties like Gelin Kayası valley. There are several trails
suitable for hiking and mountain biking in the area.
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Şeyhli Köyü,
Piraziz, Giresun
Province, Turkey

(+90) 534 065 44 55

info@seyhli.com
https://www.faceboo
k.com/pages/%C5%9
Eeyhli/442282562461
019
http://seyyahtur.com.
tr/?p=etkinlik_tur_de
tay&cl=eko&i=647
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=OUOYi
GjBwC4

İnece Köyü,
Bulancak, Giresun
Province, Turkey

https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=6J7yg
oiMHK0
https://www.faceboo
k.com/pages/%C4%B
0NECEK%C3%96Y%C3%9CMERKEZ/1290787637
80939
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=_6fgcE
szbzs
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=8O_zjc
4aje8
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=EkKDn6dPh4
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28.

Bahri Kayıkçı Farm

This is one of the first families that accepted certification for organic
agriculture in the region. The farmer, who has approximately 100
acres of land, grows many crops such as wheat, barley, vegetables,
clover, mulberries, walnut. The family mostly sells their crops in
street bazaars as well as organic crops to large supermarket chains.
The main source of income of the family, who welcome at most 2
volunteers at their home's one room, is agriculture. Many touristic
places are situated in the region to sightsee such as castles,
mosques and churches. Although the farm is located in the Eastern
Black Sea Region, the effects of continental climate are strongly felt.
Many endemic plants grow in Kayıkçıoğlu, a province of
Şebinkarahisar, where handicraft and traditional life continue. 300year-old walnut trees and a 680-year-old mulberry tree, which is
registered in The Guinness Book of Records, can be found in the
region. The 5000-year-old Şebinkarahisar Castle is located next to
the farm.

Şebinkarahisar
village, Giresun
Province, Turkey

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=130&lan
g=en

VOLUNTEER WORKS
March: weeding, planting, preparing the garden, preparing
seedlings, planting seedlings
April: sowing the seeds, planting seedlings
May: Planting vegetables, looking after animals
June: Harvesting vegetables, weeding, mowing, irrigate, berry
harvest, barley and wheat harvest
July: Vegetable harvest, irrigation, vegetable planting for winter
August, September: Vegetable harvest
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29.

Demirer Family Farm

The farm is on 110 hectares of land. They plant 10 hectares each of
cherries, apples and walnut trees, and wheat, barley and feed for
animals on the rest of the farm. All the products are certificated and
farmed organically and sold in markets and supermarkets. Alongside
farming the family also keeps bees and livestock. The family has a
house with two floors and accommodates their guest there. It is an
extended family with grandmother, grandfather and children. Meals
are eaten with the family and everything is done collectively. After
they finish harvesting they start preparing for winter-pasta,
molasses and jam making. The farm is in Sebinkarahisar and near to
the protected site of Tamzara, Alucra Creek and Saydere natural
beauty spots.

Şebinkarahisar
village, Giresun
Province, Turkey

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=96&lang
=en

VISITING AS GUEST: Fee and conditions are determined by talking
with farm owner.
VOLUNTEER WORKS
March: Seeding, garden preparation, seedling preparation, planting
seedlings
April: Beekeeping, seeding, planting seedling, budding
May: Budding, planting vegetable seeds, looking after animals,
beekeeping
July: Beekeeping, planting seedlings, weeding, irrigation, weeding,
berry harvesting, barley and wheat harvesting
June: Beekeeping, harvesting vegetables, irrigation, planting
vegetable seeds for winter
August: Honey harvesting, harvesting vegetables
September: Beekeeping, harvesting vegetables
October: Beekeeping
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30.

Selman Aksu Farm

Based in one of Black Sea’s idyllic locations, the farm produces
ecological corn and fi for an organic dairy producer since 2004. The
farm also raises livestock and produces vegetables to supply for its
own needs. The guests are hosted in the guesthouse near the
family’s own house. Two guests can be hosted at a time. A Turkish
style toilet as well as a bathroom heated by caldron is available. The
meals can be eaten together with the family and also ecological
vegetables can be obtained from the garden if the guests prefer to
cook for themselves.

Kelkit,
Gümüşhane
Province, Turkey

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=43&lang
=en

VISITING AS GUEST: Meals and accommodation 45 TL (2014)
VOLUNTEER WORKS
June: corn , July: barley
September, October: corn, barley and wheat harvest
31.

Zeynel Abidin Aksu
Farm

Kelkit,
Gümüşhane
Province, Turkey

http://plajlar.net/tatil
-ciftlikleri-veekoturizm.html

32.

Taner Akyüz Farm

33.

Nuri Çelik Farm

Kelkit,
Gümüşhane
Province, Turkey
Kelkit,
Gümüşhane
Province, Turkey

http://plajlar.net/tatil
-ciftlikleri-veekoturizm.html
http://plajlar.net/tatil
-ciftlikleri-veekoturizm.html

34.

Bahattin Kaplan

Kelkit,
Gümüşhane
Province, Turkey

http://plajlar.net/tatil
-ciftlikleri-veekoturizm.html
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35.

Salim Candan Farm

A family consisting of mother, father and three children lives on this
farm located in the Eastern Black Sea region. The family spends
most of the year living in the village, and takes their livestock to the
first high plateau, namely Gito (2100 m), between June 15 - July 3,
and after that to the second plateau, Ambarlı (2800 m). They
arrange accommodation for guests according to the time of the year
when they are visiting. In addition, it is recommended that guests
should take into consideration the dates regarding the high plateau
transportations during summer and should plan their arrival and
leaving dates according to these dates as it is not easy to transfer in
other dates. The family also welcomes its single male visitors at
Tortum betweeen June 1 - September 15 for beekeeping.

Hemşin, Rize
Province, Turkey

Salim Candan
Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=38&lang
=en

The family makes their living from bee keeping, producing milk and
small livestock for the local market and also grows their own
vegetables and fruits. The family stays in their summer house on the
plateau meadows in July and August and can accommodate two
guests at the same time in this house. The house is a typical Black
Sea region house with an outside toilet. Hot water comes from a
stove and the barn is used as bathroom when it is empty and clean.
You have also a separate bathroom option. The meals are eaten
with the family.
VISITING AS GUEST: 3 meals and accommodation 80 TL (2014)
VOLUNTEER WORKS
June-July-August: Every kind of tasks (animal care, home cleaning
etc.) in plateau
June-July-August-September: beekeeping and other works in
Tortum for single male.

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

36

36.

Ekodanitap Natural Life

The waters of the Fırtına river are bubbling noisily below these
seven charming wooden cottages, reached through a short forest
path. Kodanitap is apparently an Armenian word meaning “flat
place”. The owner added an “e” in front to signal his dedication to
the environment. For those who enjoy the untouched and luxuriant
nature of the Black Sea, this place is among the most comfortable in
the region.
The farm is located on a mountainside. It is covered with endemic
trees and plants of the Black Sea region. Situated on a land of 0.5
hectares/1.2 acres there are log cabins that can accommodate up to
22 people. The restaurant, full of books and pictures, has a cozy
atmosphere and serves meals prepared with fresh garden produce.
Many plants like grapes, raspberries, apples, pears, cranberries, wild
strawberries, plums and also many types of vegetables are grown in
the farm which is governed by ecological principles. The volunteers
will stay in the cabins built by the host himself and they will have
experience in carpentry as well as farming. The folkloric elements of
the region are well-protected, and many types of nature sports are
available. The family returned to their home town Çamlıhemşin
from Istanbul in ’92 and first lived in a lodge of 12 m2/130 sqft with
barter. Then they moved to their current location and they also have
a guesthouse. The host also runs an agency, Türkü Tur, and
organizes mountain hikes for the more adventurous among his
guests. He operates the Fora pension on the Ayder plateau as well.

Aşağı Çamlıca
quarters,
Çamlıhemşin, Rize
Province, Turkey

Kader-Mehmet
Demirci
(+90) 464 651 77 87
(+90) 464 651 72 30
(+90) 533 341 34 30
(+90) 533 341 34 30
Fax:
(+90) 464 651 75 70
Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@turkutour.com
www.ekodanitap.com
http://www.kucukveb
utikoteller.com/eng/e
kodanitap
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=113&lan
g=en

VISITING AS GUEST: Breakfast, dinner and accommodation 90 TL
(2014)
VISITING AS GUEST VIA TATUTA: Breakfast, dinner and
accommodation 80 TL (2014)
VOLUNTEER WORKS
April: weeding, garden frame, tourism, general tasks
May: planting, tourism, vineyard preparation, weeding,
June: tourism, vineyard preparation, home cleaning, guidance
July: tourism, gardening, vineyard preparation, vegetable, grape and
plum harvest, weeding
August: tourism, vineyard preparation, general cleaning, weeding,
grape harvest
September: grape harvest, making molasses, pear, apple, blueberry
harvest, tourism, general cleaning
October: grape harvest, soil preparation, weeding, general cleaning,
jam preparation.
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37.

Yusuf Coşkun Farm

38.

Demircioglu Ortan
Koyu Konagi

39.

Lütfü Keçeci Farm

After travelling many countries around the world by seamanship,
the owner of the farm returned to his homeland as he couldn’t find
anywhere else his neighborhood’s sincerity, serenity and diverse
wildlife. He decided to start gardening and beekeeping, embracing
ecological principles. First to practice ecological products in the
region, the farmer aims to beekeep with approximately 60 hives; yet
as ecologically certified combs are not available in the market, he is
producing beeswax in natural honeycombs to have his own. The
family produces certified organic tea and also vegetables to meet
their own needs. As well as the honey and eggs they produce, the
family’s 30-decare land is certified too.
Demircioglu Ortan Koyu Konagi is located in a 300 year old village.
The historical buildings in this village are well preserved and there
are many neighbors living in them during the summer. Located on a
high plateau, this wooden building was originally built in late 1700s
and is surrounded with lush forests. You should walk through the
village on a small, rocky path to get to this pansiyon. It is run by a
hospitable family who keeps it clean and tidy, and makes incredibly
good regional dishes. Demircioglu Ortan Koyu Konagi offers seven
rooms with simple furnishings. The shared bathroom features a bath
tub. Daily breakfast is served in traditional style. Guests can taste
homemade Black Sea dishes such as mihlama (a dish made with
vegetables and eggs) and corn bread. There are many options for
hiking in the surrounding valleys and forests. It is a nice place to
experience the traditional rural life
Only 38 km to the Kackar Mountains National Park with its excellent
nature, Demircioglu Ortan Koyu Konagi is 72 km to Rize city centre.
Trabzon Airport is a 2-hour drive away.

Hemşin, Rize
Province, Turkey

The landlord, a carpenter by trade, lives in one of the most beautiful
places in the Eastern Black Sea region with his wife and children. The
region is very rich for nature tourism as it has warm weather in
winter and hot weather in summer. The family owns approximately
6 acres of land grows nearly every vegetable for their guests needs
and themselves. The farm welcomes both volunteers and guests.
Visitors stay in a separate wooden lodge out of the main house
building.
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Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org

Ortan Koyu
Camlihemsin ,
53780
Çamlıhemşin,
Rize, Turkey

(+90) 464 651 74 95

http://www.booking.
com/hotel/tr/demirci
oalu-ortan-kapya1-4konaaa.en-us.html

Kılıçkaya Koyu,
Yusufeli,
Artvin Province,
Turkey

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org

http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=39&lang
=en

http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=161&lan
g=en
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40.

41.

Yeşilbağ
Kamping/Pansiyon

Macahel Pansiyon

Although the farm is located in the Eastern Black Sea region its
climate is micro-Mediterranean. This is why it is warmer and
receives less rain than the rest of the region. The region’s economy
is based on livestock, agriculture and small scale tourism. There are
lots of historical and natural sites around and it is a great place to
observe birds and wildlife. The farm is on 3 hectares of land with a
hostel and restaurant. The place is run by the mother, father,
daughter and son-in-law. They grow all types of vegetables, apricots,
mulberries, apples, quince, pears and produce molasses.

Yusufeli (Kamp
Yeri), Artvin
Province, Turkey

In the farm, in the East Black Sea region, TaTuTa guests can be
hosted at the farmers own house with a total of 10 rooms and for a
maximum of 20 people. Macahel Pension is comfortable and clean
and run by the whole Yavuz family. The activities of the farm are
ecologic beekeeping and gardening produced for their own needs
and the family earns their living from ecologic tourism. This is a good
launching place to discover the area.

Camili (Hertvis)
village, Borçka,
Artvin Province,
Turkey

Georgians live in the region where 6 villages (Camili, Düzenli, Efeler,
Kayalar, Maral, Uğur) lie next to Georgian border. The
transportation is complicated to the region where the inhabitants
speak Georgian in their daily lives. The route is covered under snow
almost half of the year. Those who are none-citizens of Turkey have
to get authorization before enter in Macahel.

(+90) 466 811 36 72
(+90) 466 811 38 33
Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org

Hasan Yavuz
(+90) 466 485 20 14
(+90) 532 760 22 09
(+90) 537 852 12 81

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org

Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=97&lang
=en

http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=37&lang
=en
https://www.faceboo
k.com/pages/Macahe
l/112419168925410?
sk=timeline

The mild climate of the region allows exploring intact examples of
rain forests. The region where verbal culture is very rich, also hosts
one of the first local polyphonic choirs of the world.
VISITING AS GUEST:
The price is determined by talking with house owner.
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42.

Ğobaluri Pansiyon
(Fatma Gülbin Farm)

House-owners spare a quad-room in their house for the visitors
from TaTuTa. Principal source of living is ecological beekeeping.
Toilet and bathroom are inside the house and meals must be eaten
with the family. They also produce nuts as well as fruit and
vegetables for their own consumption. In her spare time, the lady of
the house crafts scarves and laces.
Georgian people live in this region, where six villages (Camili,
Düzenli, Efeler, Kayalar, Maral, Uğur) are located, at the TurkeyGeorgia border. Due to the challenging conditions of this geography,
access is quite difficult. The people use Georgian language in daily
life. The roads are covered with snow for almost half of the year.
Mild climate of the region enables possible encounters with
unspoiled examples of rain forests. Oral culture is highly rich in the
region; the world’s first local polyphony choir is set here.

Camili, Borçka
District, Artvin
Province, Turkey

Erdal and Fatma
Gülbin
(+90) 538 377 68 54
Zafer Yilmaz, Gençtur
representative
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
www.tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=35&lang
=en

The host does not accept volunteers for less than 15 days because
he thinks that the orientation takes some time. Anyone planning to
stay less than 15 days can apply as a guest with a daily contribution
of 70-80 TL half board.
VISITING AS GUEST: Price can be learned from the owner. Guests’
acceptance period is 6 months up to 10 months.
VOLUNTEER WORKS
May: Gardening, animal care (cow)
June: Animal care (cow), weeding, beekeeping, hazelnut pruning
July: Hazelnut pruning, beekeeping, Animal care (cow)
August: Corn harvest, hazelnut harvest, beekeeping, Animal care
(cow)
September: Animal care (cow), corn, beans harvest, beekeeping
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Map nr. 2. Rural Homestays and Ecological Farm Stays in Turkey
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Technical Requirements, Issues and Solutions
Technical requirements:
 All four countries should be included in the itinerary.
 The tour should start and end in a regional gateway. A gateway is a point of departure for one or many tourism routes. It typically has all
of the necessary services, including comfortable overnight accommodation and a mix of transportation options for tourism packages.
 The length of the tour should not exceed three weeks.
 The tour should include different rural experiences (sleeping in the rural accommodation, visiting traditional villages, crafts, wineries,
etc.).
Possible issues:



Overall travel distance between Bulgaria and Armenia may be considered excessive by some travelers.
Activities at farms and rural homestays may require significant amount of time spent at one location, thus less stops can be included in a
tour.

Possible solutions:



Due to the issues mentioned above one tour involving all four countries and different agritourism activities was very difficult to create.
3 separate tours were created:
o the first tour is covering only Bulgaria and Western Turkey;
o the second tour is a modification of the first tour and covers only Bulgaria and Western Turkey;
o the third tour is covering Armenia, Georgia and Eastern Turkey.

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

42

Detailed Itinerary Nr. 1
Day

Stops

Timing

01.

• Sofia

02.

• “Damascena” Rose Distillery, Skobelevo
• “Kulata” Ethnographic Complex,
Kazanluk
• "Zlatevata Kushta" Guesthouse,
Cherganovo
• “Konarski Chiflik” Guesthouse, Konare

03.

•“Konarski Chiflik” Guesthouse, Konare
• Zheravna village
• “goKotel” Guesthouses, Kotel

04.

• “goKotel” Guesthouses

05.

• The Exhibition Hall of Carpets &
Woodcarving, Galatan School Museum,
Kotel
• “Wild Thyme” Organic Farm stay & Eco
retreat, Palamartsa

• Arrival to Sofia
• Afternoon: Sofia city tour. Free time.
• Accommodation: in Sofia
• Morning: Transfer from Sofia to Skobelevo;
• “Damascena” Rose Distillery tour
• Lunch: “Damascena” Rose Distillery
• Afternoon: “Kulata” Ethnographic Complex
tour and a performance of a ritual related to
local and traditional holidays. Short course in
preparation of natural cosmetics from herbs
at "Zlatevata Kushta" Guesthouse
• Accommodation: “Konarski Chiflik”
Guesthouse
• Morning: Horse riding or a ride in a carriage
at “Konarski Chiflik” Guesthouse
• Lunch: in Zheravna village
• Afternoon: Zheravna village sightseeing.
Transfer to Kotel.
• Accommodation: “goKotel” Guesthouses
• The seasonal movement of shepherds and
their livestock (whole day tour) or several
workshops: herbs and mushrooms tours,
culinary workshop, carpet weaving, singing
and dance workshop.
• Accommodation: “goKotel” Guesthouses
• Morning: Visit to the Exhibition Hall of
Carpets & Woodcarving in the Galatan
School Museum. Transfer to “Wild Thyme”
Organic Farm stay & Eco retreat.
Lunch: “Wild Thyme” Organic Farm stay &
Eco retreat
Afternoon: introduction with the farm
Accommodation: “Wild Thyme” Organic
Farm stay & Eco retreat
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Distances

Total (approx.)

• Sofia-Skobelevo (182 km, 2 h 45 min)
• Skobelevo – Kazanluk (27 km, 30 min)
• Kazanluk – Cherganovo (9 km, 15 min)
• Cherganovo – Konare (38 km, 30 min)

256 km, 4 h

• Konare- Zheravna (115 km, 1 h 25 min)
• Zheravna – Kotel (16 km, 20 min)

131 km, 1 h 45 min

• Kotel – Palamartsa (83 km, 1 h 35 min)

83 km, 1 h 35 min
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06.

• “Wild Thyme” Organic Farm stay & Eco
retreat, Palamartsa

07.

• Rock monasteries near Osmar
• “Osmar” winery
• “Osmarski Kashti” Guesthouse, Osmar (or
Sveshtarovi Family Guesthouse, Osmar)
• “Homestead Elena", Kyulevcha

08.

• “Homestead Elena", Kyulevcha
• “Baba Radka”, Solnik
• “House of Crafts”, Priseltsi
• “White House”, Varna

09.

• Istanbul

10.

• Narkoy Farm, Kincilli

• Full day at the “Wild Thyme” Organic Farm
stay & Eco retreat. Guests can participate in
farm chores including feeding the animals
and taking the goats out to pasture.
Depending on the season the guests can join
various activities such as making elderflower
champagne or foraging for mushrooms in
May to pickling and wine making in
September. Wild Thyme also runs
herbal/wildflower courses, Bulgarian music
courses and slow food workshops that can
be incorporated in the daily plan.
• Accommodation: “Wild Thyme” Organic
Farm stay & Eco retreat
• Morning: Transfer to Osmar. Hiking tour to
the Osmar rock monasteries. “Osmar”
Winery tour with wine tasting.
• Lunch: “Osmarski Kashti” Guesthouse
• Afternoon: Yogurt making workshop and
Pelin wine tasting at “Osmarski Kashti”
Guesthouse
Accommodation: “Homestead Elena"
• Morning: Pastry and ritual breads
workshop at “Homestead Elena"
• Lunch: Baba Radka Solnik
• Afternoon: "Bulgarian wedding"
performance at Baba Radka. “House of
Crafts” tour.
Dinner and accommodation: “White House”,
Varna
• Morning: Transfer to Istanbul
•Afternoon: Istanbul city tour with a focus on
Spice bazaar. Free time
• Accommodation: Istanbul
• Morning: Transfer to Narkoy Farm. Free
time.
• Lunch: Narkoy Farm
• Afternoon: One of the following workshops
at Narkoy farm: cheese, jam and bread
making, compost workshop, mud workshop.
• Accommodation: Narkoy Farm
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• Palamartsa – Osmar (75 km, 1 h 15 min)
• Osmar –Kyulevcha (32 km, 30 min)

107 km, 1 h 45 min

• Kyulevcha – Solnik (82 km, 1h 20 min)
• Solnik- Priseltsi (34 km, 35 min)
• Priseltsi – Varna (19 km, 25 min)

135 km, 2 h 20 min

•Varna – Varna airport (12 km, 25 min)
• Istanbul airport-Istanbul ( 20 km, 40 min)

32 km, 1 h 5 min

• Istanbul – Kincilli (160 km, 2 h 25 min)

160 km, 2 h 25 min
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11.

• Eco village Dadali

12.

• Eco village Dadali

13.

• Jade Farm, Maksudiye
• Zeliş Çiftliği Guesthouse, Sapanca
• “Thuya Eco” Pansiyon, Mecidiye

14.

•“Forest Gardens” Chevrel Traher Farm,
Kurtkoy (other option is Yoga Farm,
Sugoren village)

15.

• Yalova
• Istanbul

• Morning: Transfer to Dadali
• Rest of the day in Dadali village- getting
acquainted with Dadali village architecture,
local crafts and village life
• Evening: traditional dinner and village
storytelling, engagement and dowry-laying.
• Accommodation: Homestays in Dadali
• Morning: Different agritourism activities:
milking cows, collecting eggs, etc. Cooking
class.
• Afternoon: Tractor ride.
• Evening: dinner and traditional village
wedding.
• Accommodation: Homestays in Dadali
• Morning: Jade farm tour
• Lunch: Zeliş Çiftliği Guesthouse
• Afternoon: Cooking class at Zeliş Çiftliği
Guesthouse. Transfer to Mecidiye
• Accommodation: “Thuya Eco” Pansiyon
• Morning: visit to “Forest Gardens”
Chevrel Traher Farm
Afternoon: “Thuya Eco” Pansiyon
• Accommodation: “Thuya Eco” Pansiyon
•Transfer to Istanbul
• Departure

• Kincilli-Dadali (110 km, 2 h 5 min)

110 km, 2 h 5 min

• Dadali-Maksudiye (93 km, 1 h 30 min)
• Maksudiye-Sapanca (47 km, 50 min)
• Sapanca-Mecidiye (160 km, 2 h 40 min)

300 km, 5 h

• Mecidiye – Kurtkoy (63 km, 1 h 25 min)
• Kurtkoy- Mecidiye (75 km, 1 h 30 min), route
D575/E881

138 km, 2 h 55 min

• Mecidiye-Yalova (58 km, 1 h 20 min)
• Yalova –Yenikapi, Istanbul by ferryboat (53 km,
2 h 20 min)

111 km, 3 h 40 min

Notes:


Distances and approximate times are taken from Google Earth and must be checked at field.

Possible modifications:



A separate 8 day tour covering only Bulgaria can be developed. Departure from Varna on the day 8.
A separate 7 day tour covering only Turkey can be developed.
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st

Map nr. 3. The Beauty of Simplicity Agritourism Tour 1 Itinerary, Bulgaria
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st

Map nr.4. The Beauty of Simplicity Agritourism Tour 1 Itinerary, Turkey
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st

Map nr. 5. The Beauty of Simplicity Agritourism Tour 1 Itinerary
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Detailed Itinerary Nr. 2
The Itinerary Nr. 2 is a modified version of the Itinerary Nr.1.
Day

Stops

Timing

Distances

Total (approx.)

01.

• Varna
• Golden Sands NP, Varna
• “White House”, Varna

• Varna airport - Varna (12 km, 25 min)
• Varna – Golden Sands NP (23 km, 35 min)
• Golden Sands NP – Varna (31 km, 40 min)

66 km, 1 h 40 min

02.

• Chateau Euxinograde, Varna
• “House of Crafts”, Priseltsi
• “Baba Radka”, Solnik
• “Homestead Elena", Kyulevcha

• Varna – Chateau Euxinograde (8 km, 15 min)
• Chateau Euxinograde – Priseltsi (25 km, 30
min)
• Priseltsi – Solnik (34 km, 30 min)
• Solnik – Kyulevcha (82 km, 1h 20 min)

149 km, 2 h 35 min

03.

• (Madara Rider UNESCO Heritage Site)
• Kabiyuk Stud Farm, Makak
• “Osmarski Kashti” Guesthouse, Osmar (or
Sveshtarovi Family Guesthouse)
• (“Osmar” Winery, Osmar)
• “Wild Thyme” Organic Farm stay & Eco
retreat, Palamartsa

• Arrival to Varna
• Afternoon: Varna city tour. Golden Sands
NP.
• Dinner and Accommodation: in “White
House”, Varna (or somewhere along the
Golden Sands Coast)
• Morning: Chateau Euxinograde tour with
wine tasting, “House of Crafts” tour.
• Lunch: Baba Radka, Solnik
• Afternoon: "Bulgarian wedding"
performance at Baba Radka. Pastry and ritual
breads workshop at “Homestead Elena".
• Accommodation: “Homestead Elena",
Kyulevcha
• Morning: Short visit to Madara Rider
UNESCO Heritage Site (only if the time
permits). Kabiyuk stud farm visit with a cart
ride.
• Lunch: “Osmarski Kashti” Guesthouse
• Afternoon: Yogurt making workshop at
“Osmarski Kashti” Guesthouse. “Osmar”
Winery tour with wine tasting. Transfer to
Palamartsa.
• Accommodation: “Wild Thyme” Organic
Farm stay & Eco retreat, Palamartsa

• Kyulevcha – Madara rider (5 km, 10 min)
• Madara rider- Makak (17 km, 20 min)
• Makak – Osmar (24 km, 25 min)
• Osmar – Palamartsa (75 km, 1 h 15 min)

121 km, 2 h 10 min
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04.

• “Wild Thyme” Organic Farm stay & Eco
retreat, Palamartsa

05.

• “Wild Thyme” Organic Farm stay & Eco
retreat, Palamartsa
• The Exhibition Hall of Carpets &
Woodcarving - Galatan School Museum,
Kotel
• “goKotel” Guesthouses, Kotel

06.

• “goKotel” Guesthouses

07.

• Zheravna village
• Minkovi Brothers, Venets
• Balgari
• Kosti
• Gramatikovo

• Full day at the “Wild Thyme” Organic Farm
stay & Eco retreat. Guests can participate in
farm chores including feeding the animals
and taking the goats out to pasture.
Depending on the season the guests can join
various activities such as making elderflower
champagne or foraging for mushrooms in
May to pickling and wine making in
September. Wild Thyme also runs
herbal/wildflower courses, Bulgarian music
courses and slow food workshops that can
be incorporated in the daily plan.
• Accommodation: “Wild Thyme” Organic
Farm stay & Eco retreat
• Morning: Different activities at “Wild
Thyme” Organic Farm stay & Eco retreat
• Lunch: “Wild Thyme” Organic Farm stay &
Eco retreat
• Afternoon: Transfer to Kotel. Visit to the
Exhibition Hall of Carpets & Woodcarving in
the Galatan School Museum. One of the
workshops organized by “goKotel” such as
culinary workshop, carpet weaving, singing
and dance workshop.
• Accommodation: “goKotel” Guesthouses
• The seasonal movement of shepherds and
their livestock (whole day tour) or several
workshops: herbs and mushrooms tours,
culinary workshop, carpet weaving, singing
and dance workshop.
• Accommodation: “goKotel” Guesthouses
• Morning: Zheravna village sightseeing.
Minkovi Brothers Winery tour and wine
tasting.
• Lunch: Minkovi Brothers, Venets
• Afternoon: Balgari and Kosti villages
sightseeing. Getting acquainted with Kosti
village architecture and nestinarstvo -a ritual
dance onto a fire. Transfer to Gramatikovo.
Accommodation: B&B in Gramatikovo village
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• Palamartsa - Kotel (83 km, 1 h 35 min)

83 km, 1 h 35 min

• Kotel - Zheravna (16 km, 20 min)
• Zheravna – Venets (47 km, 40 min)
• Venets – Balgari (149 km, 1 h 50 min)
• Balgari-Kosti (9 km, 10 min)
• Kosti-Gramatikovo (24 km, 25 min)

245 km, 3 h 25 min
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08.

• İğneada Resort Palivor Çiftliği
• Limankoy

09.

• Limankoy

10.

• Doluca Winery, Cerkezkoy
• Istanbul

11.

• Narkoy Farm, Kincilli

12.

• Eco village Dadali

13.

• Eco village Dadali

• Morning: Transfer to İğneada Resort
Palivor Çiftliği
Lunch: Palivor Çiftliği
• Afternoon: Palivor Çiftliği
• Accommodation: Meşeliev Pansiyon,
Limankoy (Limanköy Konuk Evi, Thynias
Cottage)
Whole day at Limankoy. Free time
• Accommodation: Meşeliev Pansiyon,
Limankoy (Limanköy Konuk Evi, Thynias
Cottage)
• Morning: Doluca Winery tour and wine
tasting. Transfer to Istanbul.
• Lunch: in Istanbul
•Afternoon: Istanbul city tour with a focus on
Spice bazaar. Free time
• Accommodation: in Istanbul
• Morning: Transfer to Narkoy Farm. Free
time.
• Lunch: Narkoy Farm
• Afternoon: One of the following workshops
at Narkoy farm: cheese, jam and bread
making, compost workshop, mud workshop.
• Accommodation: Narkoy Farm
• Morning: Transfer to Dadali
• Rest of the day in Dadali village- getting
acquainted with Dadali village architecture,
local crafts and village life
• Evening: traditional dinner and village
storytelling, engagement and dowry-laying.
• Accommodation: Homestays in Dadali
• Morning: Different agritourism activities:
milking cows, collecting eggs, etc. Cooking
class.
• Afternoon: Tractor ride.
• Evening: dinner and traditional village
wedding.
• Accommodation: Homestays in Dadali
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• Gramatikovo - İğneada Resort Palivor Çiftliği
(135 km, 3 h)
• Palivor Çiftliği – Limankoy (22 km, 35 min)

157 km, 3 h 35 min

• Limankoy-Cerkezkoy (105 km, 2 h 30 min)
• Cerkezkoy-Istanbul (106 km, 1 h 30 min)

211 km, 4 h

• Istanbul – Kincilli (160 km, 2 h 25 min)

160 km, 2 h 25 min

• Kincilli-Dadali (110 km, 2 h 5 min)

110 km, 2 h 5 min
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14.

• Jade Farm, Maksudiye
• Zeliş Çiftliği Guesthouse, Sapanca
• “Thuya Eco” Pansiyon, Mecidiye

15.

•“Forest Gardens” Chevrel Traher Farm,
Kurtkoy (other option is Yoga Farm,
Sugoren village)

16.

• Yalova
• Istanbul

• Morning: Jade farm tour
• Lunch: Zeliş Çiftliği Guesthouse
• Afternoon: Cooking class at Zeliş Çiftliği
Guesthouse. Transfer to Mecidiye
• Accommodation: “Thuya Eco” Pansiyon
• Morning: visit to “Forest Gardens”
Chevrel Traher Farm
Afternoon: “Thuya Eco” Pansiyon
• Accommodation: “Thuya Eco” Pansiyon
•Transfer to Istanbul
• Departure

• Dadali-Maksudiye (93 km, 1 h 30 min)
• (47 km, 50 min)
• Sapanca-Mecidiye (160 km, 2 h 40 min)

300 km, 5 h

• Mecidiye – Kurtkoy (63 km, 1 h 25 min)
• Kurtkoy- Mecidiye (75 km, 1 h 30 min), route
D575/E881

138 km, 2 h 55 min

• Mecidiye-Yalova (57 km, 1 h 15 min)
• Yalova –Istanbul by ferryboat

57 km, 1 h 15 min

Notes:


Distances and approximate times are taken from Google Earth and must be checked at field.

Possible modifications:



A shorter 11 day tour covering Bulgaria and Turkey from Bulgarian border till Istanbul can be developed. Departure from Istanbul on the
day 11.
A separate 7 day tour covering only Turkey can be developed.
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nd

Map nr. 6. The Beauty of Simplicity Agritourism Tour 2 Itinerary, Bulgaria
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nd

Map nr. 7. The Beauty of Simplicity Agritourism Tour 2 Itinerary, Turkey
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nd

Map nr.8. The Beauty of Simplicity Agritourism Tour 2 Itinerary
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Detailed Itinerary Nr. 3

Day

Stops

Timing

Distances

Total (approx.)

01.

• Tbilisi

• Tbilisi airport - Tbilisi (21 km, 25 min)

21 km, 25 min

02.

• Farmhouse “Ikalto”, Ikalto
• Alaverdi Monastery with wine cellar
• “Twins Wine Cellar”, Napareuli

• Tbilisi-Ikalto (98 km, 1 h 35 min)
• Ikalto-Alaverdi (13 km, 15 min)
• Alaverdi-Napareuli (19 km, 20 min)

130 km, 2 h 10 min

03.

• Achiko Chotashvili’s Farm, Gremi
• Gremi Church of Archangels and Royal
Tower, Gremi
• Village House “Eniseli”, Eniseli
• Alexander Chavchavadze's Palace and
historic winery, Tsinandali
• Farmhouse and Wine Cellar "Tsinandlis
Edemi", Tsinandali
• “Twins Wine Cellar”, Napareuli

• Arrival to Tbilisi
• Afternoon: Tbilisi city tour
• Accommodation: in Tbilisi
• Morning: Transfer to Kakheti. Observing a
cheese preparation process and tasting
different types of cheese in the farmhouse
“Ikalto”. Alaverdi monastery sightseeing
with the monastery’s wine cellar tour and
wine tasting.
• Lunch: “Twins Wine Cellar”
• Afternoon: “Twins Wine Cellar” and Qvevri
Museum tour. Different activities in the
“Twins Wine Cellar” which are dependent on
the season include: working in the vineyard
including grape harvesting, working in the
th
winery or pressing the grapes in the 18
century Satsnakheli.
• Accommodation: “Twins Wine Cellar”
• Morning: Achiko Chotashvili’s agritourism
farm, woodworking workshop and wine
cellar visit. Gremi Church of Archangels and
Royal Tower sightseeing.
• Lunch: Village House “Eniseli”
• Afternoon: Alexander Chavchavadze's
Palace and historic winery tour. Farmhouse
and Wine Cellar "Tsinandlis Edemi" visit with
dinner. Possible activities: harvesting grapes,
picking strawberries and peaches, baking
bread in tonne, learning how to make
“chacha”.
• Accommodation: “Twins Wine Cellar”

• Napareuli-Gremi village (19 km, 20 min)
• Gremi village- Gremi Church of Archangels and
Royal Tower (3 km, 5 min)
• Gremi Church of Archangels and Royal TowerEniseli (3 km, 5 min)
• Eniseli- Alexander Chavchavadze's Palace,
Tsinandali (27 km, 30 min)
• Alexander Chavchavadze's Palace, Tsinandali Farmhouse and Wine Cellar "Tsinandlis Edemi",
Tsinandali (2 km, 5 min)
• Tsinandali-Napareuli (27 km, 25 min)

81 km, 1 h 30 min
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04.

• Shavnabada monastery wine cellar, Teleti
(or Dasabami Wine cellar, Tamarisi)
• “Mayisyan Kamurj” Restaurant and Hotel
Complex, Adjadjur
• Dried fruits production, cattle farm and
greenhouse, Lusadzor village
• “Anahit” Guesthouse, Ijevan

05.

• “Berq” Greenhouse, Ijevan (optional)
• Ijevan Wine-Brandy Factory Ijevan
• Goshavank Monastery, Gosh
• “Mher” B&B, Martuni
• “Artsrun Yev Vordiner” cheese and butter
manufacturer, Martuni
• Haik Hovhannisyan, beekeeper, Martuni

06.

• “Motal” Goat Cheese Production,
Chambarak
• Sevanavank monastery, Sevan Peninsula
• “Tsaghkunq” Guest House, Tsaghkunk
• Mamikon Sargsyan, wrought iron
craftsman, Tsaghkunk

• Morning: Shavnabada monastery wine
cellar (alternatively Dasabami Wine cellar)
tour. Transfer to Tavush region, Armenia.
• Lunch: “Mayisyan Kamurj” Restaurant and
Hotel Complex
• Afternoon: Dried fruits production, cattle
farm and greenhouse visit in Lusadzor village.
• Accommodation: “Anahit” Guesthouse,
Ijevan
• Morning: Visit to “Berq” Greenhouse (only
during the strawberries season). Ijevan WineBrandy Factory tour including wine tasting.
Goshavank monastery sightseeing. Transfer
to Martuni.
• Lunch: “Mher” B&B, Martuni
• Afternoon: “Artsrun Yev Vordiner” cheese
and butter manufacturer visit with cheese
tasting. Meeting with Haik Hovhannisyan,
beekeeper. Participation in beekeeping and
honey tasting. Possibility to buy different bee
products, which are also used as a remedy.
• Accommodation: “Mher” B&B, Martuni
• Morning: “Motal” Goat Cheese Production
tour and goat cheese making master class.
Sevanavank monastery sightseeing.
• Lunch: “Tsaghkunq” Guest House
• Afternoon: Tsaghkunk village tour with visit
to wrought iron craftsman Mamikon
Sargsyan. Possibility for horse riding. Cooking
masterclass in “Tsaghkunq” Guest House.
• Accommodation: “Tsaghkunq” Guest
House, Tsaghkunk
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• Napareuli - Shavnabada monastery (127 km, 2
h)
• Shavnabada monastery – Adjadjur (125 km, 2 h
5 min)
• Adjadjur – Lusadzor (8 km, 10 min)
• Lusadzor- Ijevan (8 km, 10 min)

268 km, 4 h 25 min

• “Anahit” Guesthouse- Ijevan Wine-Brandy
Factory (3 km, 5 min)
• Ijevan-Gosh (23 km, 30 min)
• Gosh – Martuni (28 km, 30 min)

54 km, 1 h 5 min

• Martuni-Chambarak (15 km, 15 min)
• Chambarak – Sevanavank (64 km, 1 h)
• Sevanavank – Tsaghkunk (27 km, 30 min)

106 km, 1 h 45 min
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07.

• Agricultural Center, Solak
• Fantan Farms
• Arsen Panosyan House Museum, Argel
(or “Levon’s Divine Underground”, Arinj)
• Yerevan

08.

• Yerevan
•
•
• Irina Tatevosyan’s Farmhouse, Darik

09.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

10.

11.

12.

•
•
•
• Macahel Pansiyon, Camili

• Morning: Visit to Agricultural Center in
Solak. Fantan Farms visit-different activities
including milking cows, shearing sheep,
picking fruit, etc.
• Lunch: Fantan Farms
• Afternoon: Fantan Farms -Matzun (yogurt)
or Muraba (jam) master class. Arsen
Panosyan House Museum visit. Other option
is a visit to the “Levon’s Divine Underground”
in Arinj. Transfer to Yerevan
• Accommodation: in Yerevan
• Morning: Yerevan city tour.
• Lunch:
• Afternoon:
• Accommodation: Irina Tatevosyan’s
Farmhouse
• Morning:
• Lunch:
• Afternoon:
• Accommodation:
• Morning:
• Lunch:
• Afternoon:
• Accommodation:
• Morning: Hike to Vardzia rock cut
monastery complex. Drive to Upper Vardzia
Nunnery and explore small cheese enterprise
with a fish farm run by local nuns. Cheese
degustation.
• Lunch:
• Afternoon:
• Accommodation: Dinner and overnight at a
guesthouse “Tsiskari” in Tmogvi village.
• Morning:
• Lunch:
• Afternoon:
• Accommodation: Macahel Pansiyon, Camili

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

• Tsaghkunk - Solak (26 km, 30 min)
• Solak-Fantan (10 km, 15 min)
• Fantan- Argel (19 km, 25 min)
• Argel – Yerevan (28 km, 35 min)

83 km, 1 h 45 min

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
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13.

• Macahel Pansiyon, Camili
• Arhavi Dikyamac Village Museum
• Ekodanitap Natural Life, Çamlıhemşin

14.

• Zil Fortress, Çamlıhemşin
• Ekodanitap Natural Life, Çamlıhemşin

15.

• Oz Cay, Of
• Trabzon

• Morning:
• Lunch:
• Afternoon: Arhavi Dikyamac Village
Museum
• Accommodation: Ekodanitap Natural Life,
Çamlıhemşin
• Morning:
• Lunch:
• Afternoon: Zil Fortress
• Accommodation: Ekodanitap Natural Life,
Çamlıhemşin
• Morning: Oz Cay factory visit. Transfer to
Trabzon.
• Departure

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Notes:


Distances and approximate times are taken from Google Earth and must be checked at field.

Possible modifications:


A separate 8 day tour covering only Georgia and Armenia can be developed. Departure from Yerevan on the day 8.
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rd

Map nr.9. The Beauty of Simplicity Agritourism Tour 3 Itinerary through Georgia-first part
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rd

Map nr.14. The Beauty of Simplicity Agritourism Tour 3 Itinerary - A separate 8 day tour covering only Georgia and Armenia
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Additional Sites Included in the Itinerary Nr. 1
The sites are listed in chronological order.
Additional Sites Included in the Itinerary Nr. 1
Nr.
01.

Name/Type/Co
ntact
“Damascena” Rose
Distillery

Description
“Damascena” is a family run rose oil distillery located in the heart of
the Rose Valley, in the charming little village of Skobelevo.
“Damascena” was established in 1991 and was the first private
distillery in Bulgaria producing rose oil. Nowadays, “Damascena”
Rose Distillery is well established in growing Rose Damascene and
producing Bulgarian rose Otto. The company produces and sells the
famous Bulgarian rose oil of the best quality, distillated from Rose
Damascena’s blossoms. The distillery also produces rose water,
lavender oil, lavender water, and other essential oils. The products
are certified and 100% natural.
Besides the distillery, there is a rose garden with Damascena rose
plantation, and an ethnographic complex. The visitors can see an old
distillery, called “gulapana”, which is arranged the same way as it
was common more than 340 years ago, as well as attend a
demonstration of the rose oil production throughout the season.
The tour includes the visit to the modern working distillery, which is
located near the old one. After the tour, the visitors can taste rose
rakia (brandy) and traditional Bulgarian dishes in the restaurant with
a magnificent view of the mountains. In the shop one can find
essential oils and other products appropriate for aromatherapy.
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Location/Address
24, Parvi Mai Str.,
Skobelevo,
Municipality of
Pavel Banya, Stara
Zagora province,
Bulgaria

Telephone
(+359) 889 43 33 26

Email/Skype
Website/Facebook
info@damascena.net
damascena@start.bg
damascena@abv.bg
http://www.damasce
na.net/index_en.php
Facebook:
Етнографски
Комплекс
Дамасцена
http://www.business.
bg/en/f162459/etnografskikompleksdamascena.html
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02.

“Kulata”
Ethnographic
Complex

The charming cobbled Knjaz Mirski Street is located in the oldest
part of the city of Kazanlak– Koulata District, which is near the
world-famous Thracian Tomb of Kazanlak. This is where traditional
th
architecture from the period of the Bulgarian National Revival (18 –
th
19 cc.) can be found. The traditional buildings there constitute
Koulata Ethnographic Complex, restored and open to visitors since
1976. They “take us back” to the unique, diverse material culture of
Bulgarians from the Kazanlak region of the past. The beautiful white
church at the northern end of the small square and the prettily
arranged houses and small shops around it convey a sense of
traditional coziness of the old-times Kazanlak. Even today the
hospitable hosts of the Complex will greet you and welcome you to
a glass of rose liqueur and rose jam in the yard, telling you stories
about the past and the present of Kazanlak. Before stepping through
the big gate, one can hear the clanking of the coppersmiths’
hammers in the distance. Their “song” tells the story of the typical
local coppersmiths’ craft. Just opposite are the violin-makers, and
right next door is the goldsmith’s. The visitors can see the
“gyulpana” (primitive rose-oil distillery) under the shed together
with a unique collection of traditional farming tools and inventory.
The country house nestles among bushes and trees. It is one-storied,
asymmetrical, and in architectural terms has the characteristic of
th
the Balkan valley houses from the end of the 18 and the beginning
th
of the 19 century. Today a museum, the once prominent
“Hadzhienovata Kushta” (Hadzhienov’s House) belonged to wealthy
th
th
rose producers. The life-style of the late 19 and early 20 century
inhabitants of the region is shown in the restored houses from the
time of the Bulgarian Renaissance. Kazanlak was a famous craftsmen
town in the near past. Today you are given the opportunity to feel
the atmosphere of the past, to feast your eyes on the Bulgarian
Renaissance architecture, to watch activities done by hand as it was
long ago and to try some of the rose industry products. The
Ethnographic Complex can also organize the display of various
rituals related to local and traditional holidays, upon prior request.
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Nicola Petkov Str.
18, 6100
Kazanlak, Stara
Zagora Province,
Bulgaria

Summer season:
(+359) 431 63 247
(+359) 431 65 733

http://www.kazanlakt
our.com/en/index.ph
p?s=23

Information:
(+359) 882 51 22 09

http://kazanlak.bg/ca
t-157.html

Working hours:
During the summer
season from May to
October ( 09:00 –
17:30) every day
During the winter
season from
November to May
visits can be
organized upon
request
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03.

04.

“Zlatevata Kushta”
Guesthouse

“Konarski Chiflik”
Guesthouse

Guesthouse “Zlatevata Kushta” is located in Village Cherganovo, 12
km away from town of Kazanluk. The house has an old-fashioned
cozy atmosphere, an ethno corner, a spacious yard and a kitchen.
The accommodation consists of 2 triple rooms (6 beds and
possibility for one extra bed). The main activities here are producing
cosmetics from natural products and wine tasting. The hosts offer
the following experiences:

Short course in preparation of natural cosmetics from herbs,

Traditional Bulgarian dishes – cuisine from the Rhodope region,

Wine-tasting of Bulgarian wines,

Excursions and picnics.
Guesthouse “Konarski Chiflik” is situated in the village of Konare, 40
km north of Stara Zagora city. Guesthouse “Konarski Chiflik” is an
old two storey house in a traditional style for the region, with
veranda and wooden sealing, and is surrounded by rose and
lavender gardens. The house offers 8 two storey beds and two single
beds in four rooms and can accommodate 18 people. There is
individual bathroom on each floor. The kitchen is fully equipped
with modern conveniences and is in traditional style. The house
offers a special entertainment hall with foosball, table tennis, fitness
center and a fireplace. During the hot summer months, guests can
swim in the open air swimming pool. Guest house “Konarski Chiflik”
offers horseback riding. You can also take advantage of a trip with
carriage along the rose gardens, boat trip in the dam, riding ATV,
archery, rifle shooting and mountain biking. In close vicinity to the
guesthouse is a fir forest, which reaches Ostri Peak (1380m) with
incredible views in all directions. Just 7 km towards the bosom of
the mountain, “Sondite” reserve is situated, and all nature lovers
can enjoy a walk or photo safari in the site. Konare village is only 3
km away from Zhrebchevo dam, which is popular among fisherman
all year round. The village Konare offers numerous historical and
cultural monuments. An impressive fortress from the time of
Justinian II the Great and other sites, evidencing the life of Thracians
and Bulgarians are located nearby. The village itself is situated in the
valley of the Thracian kings, just 40 km away from Kazanluk. It is also
famous for its rich cultural- historical heritage, museums and tombs.
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6, Shipka Str.,
Cherganovo,
Kazanlak
municipality,
Stara Zagora
Province, Bulgaria

Zorka and Toncho
Petkovi
(+359) 43 41 274
(+359) 897 38 00 67

zlatev_t@abv.bg
http://hotels.guidebulgaria.com/a/1877/
guesthouse_zlatevata
_kushta.htm
http://www.kazanlakt
our.com/en/index.ph
p?s=prop&id=31

Konare village,
Stara Zagora
Province, Bulgaria

Panayot Ivanov
(+359) 886 01 99 02
(+359) 889 51 76 71

http://www.ruralbulg
aria.com/Big_houses_
accommodation/RA1
30BG_Konarski_Chifli
k_Guest_House_Big_
house_in_Konare.htm
l
http://www.rooms.bg
/en/rent-villas-starazagora-konarskichiflik.html
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05.

06.

“goKotel” Guesthouses

The Exhibition Hall of
Carpets &
Woodcarving – Galatan
School Museum

“goKotel” focuses entirely on small-scale tourism in the town of
Kotel and region. “goKotel” offers hiking tours, bicycle tours,
horseback riding in the mountains, horse cart tours, flying with delta
planner, caves and speleology, transhumance –the seasonal
movement of shepherds and their livestock, ethnical week, different
festivals, singing and dance workshops, culinary workshops, visit
wine museum and wine tasting, herbs and mushrooms tours, carpet
weaving, Bulgarian handicrafts as weaving, embroidery, etc.
“goKotel” has three wooden guesthouses in traditional Bulgarian
Revival style. All guest houses, which are just few minutes’ walk
from each other, have their own specific character. In total 22
guests can be accommodated. For larger groups “goKotel” can
arrange additional rooms in Kotel to extend up to 30 guests.

15, Izvorska Str.,
8970 Kotel, Sliven
Province, Bulgaria

In Bulgaria the carpet making reached its zenith during the Revival
th
th
Age (18 -19 cc.). The two main urban carpet-making centers were
the towns of Kotel and Chiprovtsi. The techniques for carpet making
bear their names – Kotel and Chiprovtsi techniques. The oldest Kotel
carpets were made of fur and are known under the name “chols”.
th
Later on the craftsmen began using wool, and by the mid-19 c.
even cotton was added to the carpet making. The decoration of
Kotel carpets is mostly geometric, and later, with the development
of the technique, stylized flowers began to appear as well as animals
and human figures. In many woven carpets one can see the owner’s
name, the year of manufacture and the name of the weaver.

17, Izvorska Str.,
Kotel, Sliven
Province, Bulgaria

Izvorska
(+359) 453 42 139
Niric
(+359) 453 42 004

gokotel@gmail.com
http://www.gokotel.c
om/

(+359) 882 25 54 99
(+31) 6 246 17333
(Jaap van Beelen, NL,
EN en BG speaking)

Working time:
8.00 – 12.00 h
13.30 – 18.00 h

(+359) 453 23 16
(+359) 453 42 549

http://bgglobe.net/m
useums/town-ofkotel/the-galatan-school-5368

Source:
http://bulgariatravel.
org/data/doc/ENG_4
7-Kilimarstvo.pdf

More about the Kotel technique for carpet making can be learned
from the exhibition of Old Kotel Carpets and Fabrics at the Galatan
School. The Galatan school was built in 1869. The house is typical for
the Kotel region – two – storey, made of wood. It has preserved its
authentic architecture of the National Revival. Once the local school
was situated there. The exhibition traces the overall development of
the carpet weaving tradition in Kotel – from the rug, through the
classical Kotel carpet, to the contemporary models of weaved
carpets. Their workmanship is demonstrated on a primitive loom.
th
th
The exhibited carpets date back to the 18 – 19 century. The
second floor of the building presents an exhibition of unique fabrics
in religious and historical themes.
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07.

“Wild Thyme” Organic
Farmstay & Eco retreat

If you like delicious organic food and want to experience a
traditional Bulgarian village, you’ll love “Wild Thyme”. The place is
described in the UK Guardian as Bulgaria’s “most ecologically
committed and spiritually inspired” retreat, “a labor of love and
ingenuity”. On their small organic mixed farm which includes pigs,
goats and chicks, the owners, Claire and Chris, have created a
homely eco guesthouse finished in natural materials of mud plaster
and limewash. There are two spacious doubles, a king size room and
a twin. The rooms are in farmhouse style with exposed beams and
cozy furnishings. The garden room, which is one of the double
rooms, is finished in mud plaster with a large old open fire in the
corner and a door opening onto the garden. The other three rooms
are on the first floor overlooking the garden or park opposite the
house and open onto an old wooden verandah with rocking chair.
Downstairs is a modern kitchen, dining area and cozy living room
with wood burning stove for the colder months. Guests have their
own private garden with barbeque, hammock and firepit. Eco
features include solar showers, solar power, grey water recycling
and a luxury composting toilet. A hearty breakfast made from farm
produce is included.
At Wild Thyme, life is lived by the seasons and guests can join in
making elderflower champagne or foraging for mushrooms in May
to pickling and wine making in September. Guests can join a number
of workshops from slaughtering your own pig, goat or chicken,
making and sampling your own risbeei sausages, to preparing your
own yoghurt and goat’s cheese. Kids can join in farm activities
including feeding the animals and taking the goats out to pasture.
They can also build fires in the firepit and take a trip in a donkey
cart. For that extra bit of relaxation, a reiki or massage therapy is
available.
There are lots of beautiful walks all around the village and into the
surrounding countryside where you can walk all day and hardly see
another person. There is a lot to do in the area including visiting the
World Heritage sites of Sveshtari Tombs or the wonderful painted
monasteries at Ivanovo. Wild Thyme also runs Archaeology tours
(Chris is an archaeologist with over 20 years of experience), reiki
training, herbal/wildflower courses, Bulgarian music courses and
slow food workshops. The hosts can arrange a film screening at the
garden cinema. Internet access is also available.
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9, Klement
Okridski Str.,
Palamartsa
village, 7850,
Popovo,
Targovishte
Province, Bulgaria

Claire Coulter
Chris Fenton

hello@wildthymefar
m.org

(+359) 876 56 27 46
(+359) 877 38 37 90

http://www.wildthym
efarm.org/
http://www.responsi
bletravel.com/accom
modation/15446/bulg
arian-organicfarmstay-eco-retreat

http://www.tripadvis
or.com/Hotel_Review
-g2100790-d4930699ReviewsWild_Thyme_Organic
_Farm_Eco_RetreatPopovo_Targovishte_
Province.html
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08.

“Osmarski Kashti”
Guesthouse

Guesthouse “Osmarski Kashti” is located in the village Osmar, 15 km
from Shumen. The guesthouse is set in two buildings dating from
th
the 19 century in which the traditional Bulgarian way of living and
culture can still be felt. The complex includes an old farmhouse, built
back in 1881, consisting of three rooms, each with private bathroom
and all the amenities for a pleasant stay; second house, built in
1934, with the tavern, kept in its authentic look. All rooms feature
rustic-style decoration and solid wood furniture. There is a sauna, a
gym and a beautiful garden with a BBQ facility. In the cozy
atmosphere of the great stone fireplace one can taste traditional
dishes prepared according to old recipes from Osmar. The guests
can make their own traditional yogurt. The village is known for
the aromatic wines that are made in each house, but most of all,
with its trademark – pelin (Artemisia absinthium), which has an
authentic and genuine taste. Absinth drink, as well as other selected
wines from the region, can be tasted in the cozy wine tasting room.

8, Pirogov Str.,
Osmar, Shumen
Province, Bulgaria

(+359) 885 29 71 55
(+359) 898 46 02 16

http://www.osmarski
-kashti.com/_langen/Index
http://www.hostelwo
rld.com/hosteldetails.
php/Osmarskikashti/Shumen/7951
4?sc_sau=sfab&sc_po
s=1
http://www.tripadvis
or.co.uk/Hotel_Revie
w-g612412d3814803-ReviewsOsmarski_KashtiShumen_Shumen_Pr
ovince.html

Osmar village is situated at the foot of Shumen Plateau,
offering multiple hiking trails, one of which is to Kostadinov rock
th
th
monastery dating from the 13 -14 centuries. The village is one of
the four spots in Bulgaria considered as a place with high energy
level. Nearby are many historical monuments such as Madara
Horseman, protected by UNESCO, the first two Bulgarian capitals
Pliska and Preslav and many others.
09.

Sveshtarovi Family
Guesthouse

The house of the Sveshtarovi family has welcomed guests from all
over the world for 30 years (since 1982). It offers 18 beds. Following
the custom, each tourist enters the house taking a piece of cake and
eating it with honey. Each guest receives a bunch of wild geraniums.
A folk group of local people dressed in traditional national costumes
will show you how Bulgarians celebrate one of their customs. You
can also try some home-made banitsa (cheese pastry), a glass of
Bulgarian wine and some fruit. There is a 70-year-old cooperage in
the house. The visitors can see the instruments people use to
cultivate the land and grow animals. You can spend some time
playing with the animals in the yard or walking in the house garden.
This is an ecologically clean region. You can pick a fruit straight from
the tree. The house of the Sveshtarovi family is not an
ethnographical house-here the traditions are living.
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info@osmarskikashti.com

37, V. Kolarov
Str., Osmar
village, Veliki
Preslav
Municipality,
Shumen Province,
Bulgaria

(+359) 54 83 10 40
(+359) 888 38 77 53
(+359) 889 40 55 25
(+359) 898 60 53 73
(+359) 899 63 36 44

sveshtarovi@avistratr
avel.com
http://avistratravel.co
m/english_version/os
mar/index.html
www.avistratravel.co
m
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10.

“Osmar” Wine Cellar

“Osmar” Wine Cellar is located in the village of Osmar, nestled
between the towns of Shumen, Targovishte and Veliki Preslav, on
the southern foot of the Shumen Plateau, just below its highest
point. The cellar was opened in 1999 and is situated in a building
with high towers, decorated in medieval style to look like an old
castle. The winery owns 200 acres of new vineyards planted in 2005
with French planting material specifically designed for local climatic
conditions. The “Osmar” Winery is specialized in the production of
Pelin (wormwood) absinth wine, an aromatic wine featuring slightly
herbal bittersweet risbe. The production of the Pelin wine began at
th
the end of the 19 century by an unknown resident of Osmar. In
1994, the traditions in pelin making were revived by the Vichevs
brothers and today the winery produces its best production. Besides
wormwood, a set of other herbs and fruits are often added to
fragrant Pelin wine such as yarrow, risbee, thyme, basil etc. In
barrels from 1920 the red elixir with 34 herbs and the white laid
pelin with 28 herbs are being taken care of. The recipe is the most
strictly kept secret and only two persons in the winery know the
composition and proportions. Besides white and red absinthe,
“Osmar” Wine Cellar produces Chardonnay, Muscat, Cabernet,
Merlot, Pinot Noir, and Arinar Noal. “Osmar” Winery organizes
tastings for tourist groups and individual travelers. The tour includes
a brief history of the winery, acquaintance with traditions of pelin
wine production, specifics of the different grape varieties and wine
tasting. The winery is annually visited by 6,000 Bulgarian and foreign
tourists. They are offered to taste four kinds of wines, traditional
Bulgarian cheeses, handmade bread in the accompaniment of
Bulgarian folk music. There is also a wine shop where the guests can
purchase the products of the cellar at special prices. A luxury
accommodation is offered to the guest at the Osmar residence.
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1, Vasil Kolarov
Str., Osmar
village, 9879,
municipality Veliki
Preslav, Shumen
Province, Bulgaria
Coordinates:
43°13’15”N
26°51’03”E

(+359) 54 890 101
(+359) 54 890 102
Wine tour:
N. Vitchev
(+359) 889 237 098
(+359) 889 314 825

osmar@osmarpelin.c
om
manager@osmarpeli
n.com
http://www.osmarpel
in.com/

Capacity: 1 group-52
places
Working Hours: Year
round / Monday till
Friday
(09:00 h -17:00 h)
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11.

Homestead “Elena”
(Chiflik “Elena”)

“Homestead Elena” is located in the village of Kyulevtcha in Shumen
Province, which is situated only 3 km from the world-famous
Madara Horseman. Nestled under the Madara cliffs, the village has,
to this day, preserved its untouched Bulgarian spirit. The house of
homestead “Elena” was built in the typical style of Dobrogean
region and abounds in wooden ornaments and decorations. The
passion of the owner to the old objects is the reason why many
antiques, tools, paintings and icons were saved from disposal of
basements and ceilings of the neighbors, restored and displayed as
decorations throughout the house. Those objects give an idea of the
Bulgarian home during the Renaissance. The house offers 1 single
and 3 double rooms, each with own bathroom / toilet facilities, inroom heating, constantly available hot/cold water, cable TV. The
homestead has a modern kitchen, with the possibility of selfcatering or full service as per previously agreed menu.

5, Alen Mak Str.,
Kyulevcha village,
9758, Kaspichan
municipality,
Shumen Province,
Bulgaria
Office :
48 “Slavyanski”
boulevard,
Shoumen,
Shumen Province,
Bulgaria

Georgiev Tour
Elena Georgieva,
manager
(+359) 887 20 11 35
Boryana Georgieva,
reservations
(+359) 888 43 25 25
(+359) 54 57 430
(+359) 53 13 23 54
Fax:
(+359) 54 56 035

office@georgievtours
.com
http://chiflikelena.co
m/?go=about&p=ho
me&lang=en
http://hotels.guidebulgaria.com/a/1785/
homestead_elena.ht
m

A tavern with 50 seats is located in an adjacent building and is open
year round. There is an ethnographic exhibition in the tavern where
guests can get acquainted with various antiques and tools. On
colored cardboard in several languages are printed recipes of
various traditional dishes. The menus are agreed upon, but the great
Kyulevcha loaf, the homemade banitza (pastry with feta cheese and
eggs) and deserts are recommended. As an additional service to the
visitors there is an opportunity to observe and participate in the
preparation of chutney, making pastry, ritual breads and other
traditional dishes. The house has a large garden in which grow
different kinds of organic vegetables and fruits. The food is
homemade and very tasty.
Activities include donkey cart rides, walking tours, fishing in the
Kyulevcha Lake, wine tasting, picnics, fruit and herb gathering,
organized visits to all the cultural-historical sites in the municipality.
For groups of 15 or over they organize a folklore program including a
demonstration of the crafts characteristic for the region. During the
hunting season they organize hunts with the local hunting group. On
demand, for smaller groups, they organize participation in the hosts’
work in the flower and vegetable gardens. They also organize short
courses in national dances and knitting.
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12.

Baba Radka (Granny
Radka)

Granny Radka’s house in Solnik village is a “living museum” of
national authenticity, traditions and culture. The village of Solnik is
located in Dolni Chiflik municipality, 50 km southern from Varna.
About 20 years ago Radka welcomed the first visitors to her home.
They were American tourists that came to learn more about the
Bulgarian traditions and customs. With them came the Radka’s idea
to transform her home into a tourist attraction. The guests are
greeted by the hosts and then offered to take seats on the horse
carts, which are specially prepared for this purpose. After the ride all
guests are welcomed to the house with bread and salt according to
the old traditions. The son, daughter and the grandchildren of
granny Radka also take part and welcome the visitors. The guests
can visit Bugarian village house, farm buildings, domestic animals,
orchard, vegetable garden and vineyard. In the house of granny
Radka you can see an exhibition of folk costumes, different cloths
and a loom. Most of the items are made by granny Radka. Other
items, related to the Bulgarians traditions are also shown – such as
mummer masks (“Kukeri”) and cornel branches with decoration
(“Survaknica”).
The dining area is in the inner courtyard, where reflects the old
atmosphere from the past. On wooden shelves are shown jugs,
copper bowls, gas lamps and other household goods. Here you can
see a summer kitchen and place for bread baking. There is also an
old stone- made fountain, draw well, vine trellis and a lot of colorful
flowers. The hosts present very interesting folklore program of
authentic songs and dances, which brings nice emotions and
impressions. Some of the guests are also dressed in folklore
dressings and take part in the “Butterfly” and “Bulgarian wedding”
traditional dances. At the end of the program all guests are invited
to a Bulgarian dance “pravo horo”. The whole program runs under
the sound of bagpipe and drum. Before that everyone has tasted the
delicious homemade dishes. The menu includes typical Bulgarian
dishes: salad, bean soup, banitza, homemade mayonnaise, wine
kebap with rice, homemade cookies. The entire event lasts
approximately 3 hours. The events are organized from April until
October (only by appointments).
The tour can be combined with:
- “NIKE” Boat trip on Kamchia river,
- visiting the apiary in “Poda” district,
- visiting the rock complex “Stone Forest”,
- visiting the House of Crafts in the village of Priselci.
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Solnik Village,
9122, Dolni
Chiflik, Varna
Province, Bulgaria

(+359) 514 29 229
(+359) 878 94 88 24

selo.solnik@abv.bg
info@babaradka.com
http://babaradkasolnik.com/
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=1EMv
onl9tCc
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=uF231
yFraHU#t=254

https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=Ds4R7
-suSK0
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13.

House of Crafts

In the House of Crafts in the village of Priselci, you will be welcomed
by the friendly hosts, who will show you how to make the musical
instruments – bagpipes and drums. You will hear how they sound
and you can try playing as well. The hosts will show you ancient
crafts such as weaving and pottery. You will enjoy the beautiful
garden, with a lot of flowers and domestic animals. Time duration –
about 30 min.

Priselci village,
Varna Province,
Bulgaria

(+359) 886 21 12 21

http://babaradkasolnik.com/en/partne
rs.html

14.

Hotel-restaurant and
wine cellar “White
House”

Hotel-restaurant and wine cellar “White House” is located in Varna
town. The hotel has 6 double rooms and one apartment. It is located
in front of the unique Dolphinarium in the Balkan Peninsula offering
wonderful sea views. Every room has an air-conditioner, satellite TV,
internet, mini bar, WC and bathroom. Be sure to visit the restored
restaurant. Excellent service, reasonable prices, cozy atmosphere
and the wide choice of dishes and drinks are warranty for the good
stay of every guest. The restaurant has its own unique wine cellar,
built in 1906. There are over three hundred kinds of wine offered by
the best winemakers.

108, Rupi Str.,
Varna, Varna
Province, Bulgaria

(+359) 52 300 021
(+359) 894 737 017

white_house_@abv.b
g

Zeliş Çiftliği, a small guesthouse tucked away in the trees on the
slopes high above Lake Sapanca, combines stunning views with
peaceful homey atmosphere. Zeliha, a Turkish record-setting
medium-distance runner turned to extraordinaire cook and host,
makes her own bread, wine, olive oil, cheese, pastrami, jam and
molasses, while growing hazelnuts, walnuts, numerous fruits and
herbs outside, through which a small gaggle of geese and chickens
pick their way each day. Dozens of different appetizers prepared
from natural products, or breakfasts with no less than 23 flavors of
home-made jam (reçel), fruit paste (marmalat) and molasses
(pekmez), 11 cheeses (four of which home-made), cheesy pastries
(börek) straight from the oven, sizzling eggs fried with a spicy
sausage called sucuk, little cinnamon cookies, fresh cucumber and
tomato plus a selection of olives, nuts, dried fruits and ‘pestils’
promise a gourmet bonanza you won’t forget. Zeliha can teach the
guests her recipes and all about the ingredients she uses.

Dibektas Mah.
Yayla Cad. No:91
Sapanca, 54600
Sapanca, Sakarya
Province, Turkey

15.

Zeliş Çiftliği
Guesthouse
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www.white-housevarna.com
http://www.program
ata.bg/?p=71&c=3&id
=3356&l=2

Zeliha İrez
(+90) 533 612 5952
(+90) 264 592 0585

info@zelisciftligi.com
http://www.zelisciftli
gi.com
https://www.faceboo
k.com/zelisciftligi
http://www.culinarya
nthropologist.org/rec
ordbreakinghospitality/
Video:
http://tv.sapanca.co
m.tr/?vid=436
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Additional Sites Included in the Itinerary Nr. 2
Additional Sites Included in the Itinerary Nr. 2
Nr.
01.

Name/Type/Co
Description
ntact
Zlatni Pyasatsi (Golden Sands) Natural Park
http://www.parkzlatnipiasaci.com/?lang=en
http://bulgariatravel.org/en/object/290/park_Zlatni_pyasaci

Location/Address

Telephone

Email/Skype
Website/Facebook

Varna Province, Bulgaria
Natural Park
Area: 13.2 km2

2

The smallest Natural Park in Bulgaria is called Zlatni Pyasatsi (Golden Sands). It covers an area of 13.2 km and is located 17 kilometers northeast of the sea capital
Varna, along the seashore. The Natural Park surrounds the resort complex of Zlatni Pyasatsi. The park is 9.2 kilometers long, and its average width is 1.2 kilometers.
Its highest point is 269 meters above sea level, and its average altitude is 110 meters.
The diversity of plant species is extremely high for the small area of the Natural Park. The fauna is represented by 621 invertebrate species, 11 reptile species, 122
bird species, 46 of which are continuously breeding and 40 are migratory, predatory, etc.; 27 small mammal species, 14 large mammal and bat species.
Over 120 bird species occur at the park territory. The breeding birds in the park are 86 species, of which 46 are resident birds. Among the birds that are all year
round in the Park are the Jay (Garrulus glandarius), the Blackbird (Turdus merula), Robin (Erithacus rubecula), Great Tit (Parus major), Hawfinch (Coccothraustes
coccothraustes) and Great Spotted Woodpecker (Picoides major). The migratory birds that occur in the Park are 72 species, including those that use the Via Pontica
migratory way just above the Park. In the Nature Park nest, but winter elsewhere the species Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus), Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus), Eurasian
Hoopoe (Upupa epops), Nightingale (Luscinia megarynchos), Semi-collared Flycatcher (Muscicapa semitoprquata). Of the 86 breeding bird species in the Park 72
species are protected by the Bulgarian Law of Biodiversity. Zlatni Pyasatsi (Golden Sands) Natural Park is a part of a larger IBA site-Batova (38,133 ha).
Five special and five tourist routes have been developed for tourists and nature lovers. They present the biological and landscape diversity of the site and are
suitable for hiking, natural cognitive tourism, biking, children’s tourism, photo tourism, tourism for people with special needs. One of the trails is The Forest’s Song
Trail – educational interactive trail presenting in attractive way the birds’ kingdom and the songs of the park’s most common birds. The resting place is designed as
open air classroom and offers more information for the forest species. The Visitor Information Center of the Directorate of Zlatni Pyasatsi Natural Park is located on
the road Varna – Zlatni Pyasatsi – Albena, 1 kilometer after the traffic lights of Zlatni Pyasatsi complex. The visitor’s information center offers guides and guided
tours in Bulgarian, English, Russian and French.
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02.

03.

Chateau Euxinograde

The Euxinograd Winery is located north of Varna and it is situated
within the palace complex of Euxinograd. A former royal summer
palace, the majestic Chateau Euxinograde was established in 1891
by Prince Battenberg, and then catered to the communist elite from
1944 to 1989. The 90-hectare Euxinograde complex includes a
palace featuring elaborate period furnishings, botanical gardens
with rare plants and a boutique winery risbeeing in Riesling,
Traminer and a French-style brandy. The Euxinograde cellar takes up
two underground floors. It preserves valuable 125-year-old French
wines from the Liberation of Bulgaria. The priceless wine collections
of Prince Ferdinand and Tsar Boris III, which includes a Chateau
Margaux from 1904, are also kept here. The lovely Euxinograde Park
is surrounded by spectacular vineyards. Historians say they were
selected and brought here by King Ferdinand himself, who was an
avid naturalist. Here in this park is grown one of the most beautiful
and tasty grapes in the world. 11 ha of new vineyards were planted
in 2005. The grape varieties are German Riesling, Traminer,
Chardonnay, Vrachanski Misket and Red Misket. Today the winery
produces around 55 000 bottles of wine, 10-15 000 bottles of rakiya
and 3000 bottles of French-style brandy, Euxignac per year. The
winery specializes in producing white wine varieties- Aligote,
Traminer, Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Muscat. The wine
produced in the palace nowadays is thought of as one of the best in
Bulgaria and are world famous, too, especially the Chardonnay. One
can taste 12 varieties of white wine and 7 of brandy.

Madara Rider
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/43
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjE0JuHfz-c

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

Euxinograd,
Varna, Varna
Province, Bulgaria

(+359) 52 361 241
(+359) 52 393 165
(+359) 52 393 349

e-grad_izba@au.bg
euxinograde@govern
ment.bg

Coordinates:
43°13’26”N
27°59’42”E

Wine cellar:
(+359) 52 361 205
(+359) 52 393 135

http://euxinograde.b
g/

Working Hours:
Monday – Friday
(09:00 – 18:00)
Saturday –
Sunday: (09:00 –
14:00)

Village of Madara, Province of Shumen
N43 17 60 E27 8 60
Date of Inscription: 1979
Criteria: (i)(iii)
Property : 1.20 ha
Buffer zone: 502 ha

https://www.faceboo
k.com/Euxinograde?_
rdr

th

beginning of the 8 c.
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The Madara Rider, representing the figure of a knight triumphing over a lion, is a unique relief carved into a 100-m-high cliff near the village of Madara in north-east
Bulgaria, 18 kilometers east of the town of Shumen. Made by an unknown artist the Madara Rider is an exceptional work of art, created during the first years of the
th
formation of the Bulgarian State, at the beginning of the 8 century. The exact year of the relief creation is unknown, and scientists disagree on the personality of the
depicted rider. Although more than 1,000 years have passed since its creation, the image of a horseman with a spear, a wounded lion, fallen at the feet of the horse
and a hunting dog, is still visible on the stone.
th

04.

Madara was the principal sacred place of the First Bulgarian Empire before Bulgaria’s conversion to Christianity in the 9 century. The inscriptions around the relief
are a chronicle of important events that occurred between AD 705 and 801 and were concerning the reigns of very famous Khans: Tervel, Kormisos and Omurtag.
Being the only relief of its kind with no parallel in Europe, the Madara Rider was included in the UNESCO List in 1979. In 2008, after the nationwide vote, the Madara
Horseman was elected a global symbol of Bulgaria. Its full-size copy can be seen in the National Archaeological Museum in Sofia.
Kabiyuk Stud Farm
The Kabiyuk complex is located 15 km from Shumen in an especially Makak village,
Plamen Petkov,
http://kabiuk.net/
th
beautiful natural setting. Its history dates all the way to the 7
9700 Shoumen
director
century, when an old Bulgarian fortress was erected in order to Province,
(+359) 892 23 26 27
defend the Bulgarian capital of Pliska from the west.
Bulgaria
Office:
Kabiuk is the earliest stud farm in Bulgaria. It was started in 1864 by
(+359) 54 80 10 50
Midhat Pasha, the Governor of the Danube Province, as a military
stud farm for the Turkish army. Later, in the course of the 1877-78
Russian-Turkish War, all horses were transported to Anadolia by the
withdrawing Turkish army. The newly liberated Bulgarian state
found the stud farm empty. The actual revival of its activities was in
the autumn of 1894. Since then, it has always been active. Later the
stud farm expanded its operations to include the rearing of wellbred animals and high-quality seed that were sold throughout the
country. At present the Kabiyuk stud farm is the largest state farm
where modern technology is utilized to raise high-quality breeds of
animals that are sold domestically and abroad. Besides horses,
Kabiuk State Company raises the German Black Pied cattle, two finefleeced sheep breeds Caucasian Merino and Askanian Merino and
Bulgarian Large White swine. In Kabiuk two old Bulgarian sheep
breeds and the Grey Iskar Cattle are preserved as well.
The tour includes a visit to the stud farm, a cart ride, horseback
riding and visits to the horse museum, icon gallery and summer
residence of Prince Alexander of Battenberg.
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05.

Winery “Minkov
Brothers”

Winery “Minkov Brothers” is a fascinating new destination for wine
tourism located about 15 km west of Karnobat. It brings the spirit of
the Bulgarian Revival and the comfort of the old townhouse built on
a hill, among the magnificent vineyards of Karnobat region. “Minkov
Brothers” Wine Cellar represents the Sub-Balkan wine-growing
region and combines 135 years of experience with beneficial soil,
favourable climate and a passion for winemaking to produce wines
with excellent quality and uniqueness. The grapes are picked by
hand from more than 300 hectares of young vineyards in the vicinity
of the villages of Devetak, Ognen and Terziysko. The winery grows
the following grape varieties: Cabernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon,
Chardonnay, Gewurztraminer, Merlot, Muscat Ottonel, Pinot Noir,
Riesling, Sauvignon Blanc, Syrah and Viognier. In 2012 about 500 ha
of Sauvignon Blanc and Colombard were added and this year there
will be new plantings of Semillon and Gewurztraminer. The
exceptional terroir of this countryside makes an indispensable
contribution to the unique character of their wines. “Minkov
Brothers” products are complex wines crafted in the Karnobat
Winery. Made by classic grape varieties, they ferment and mature in
barrels in the 80 m long tunnels of the underground cellar. Their
potential to mature in bottles makes them attractive to the winecollectors. The winery has a small museum that complements the
atmosphere and presents the history of wine producers, the
Minkovi family, during the times of Bulgaria’s national revival and
millenary tradition of winemaking in Karnobat region. Wine tasting
includes the award-winning white and red MINKOV BROTHERS and
CYCLE wines. They are served with delicious traditional Bulgarian
dishes and world cuisine. The wine cellar’s oenologists risbee
“journeys” through the various wine styles featured in their
selection and the guests can personally witness the winemaking
stages. Tourist attractions near “Minkov Brothers” winery Include:

The medieval fortress “Markeli”, situated 7.6 km west of
Burgas.

The church “St. John the Evangelist” in Karnobat, a cultural
monument of national significance with a unique iconostasis.

The natural park The Blue Mountains: beautiful green area,
lovely views and a trilling chair lift trip.

The village of Zheravna- an open air museum with wooden
houses from the Revival period.

The town of Kotel famous of its carpets and weaving art
museum.

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

Venets village,
8473
Karnobat
municipality,
Burgas Province,
Bulgaria

Oenologist: Ivan
Bakalski, Hristo
Yordanov
Viticulturist: Dushan
Nyagolov
(+359) 882 15 15 00

marketing@minkovbr
others.bg
www.minkovbrothers
.bg
Facebook.com/Minko
vBrothers

Wine tasting and
cellar tour are
available upon
prior reservation
at

http://enosiasti.bg/in
dex.php/mesta/113vinarska-izba-bratyaminkovi

Coordinates:
42°38’23”N
26°48’11”E
Wine tasting and
visits to the
winery are
offered on
weekdays from
09.00 – 17.30 h
and with
extended working
hours during
summer from
7.00 – 19.00 h, or
upon reservation.
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06.

B&Bs in
Gramatikovo village

In Gramatikovo village there are several B&B:
Marushka Valcheva’s B&B is a private house with total capacity of 4
beds (1 double room and 1 bedroom). WC and bathroom are
common.

Gramatikovo
village, Burgas
Province, Bulgaria

Irina Koshnicharova
(+359) 5958 391

Irina Ivanova
(+359) 5958 381

Stoyan Nanchev’s B&B is a private house with four double rooms (8
beds) and a shared bathroom.

Milanka Georgieva
(+359) 5958 827

Irina Ivanova’s B&B is a private house with two double rooms (4
beds) and a shared bathroom.

Thynias Cottage

http://www.rooms.bg
/en/hotelsgramatikovo.html

Stoyan Nanchev
(+359) 5958 887

Irina Koshnicharova’s B&B is a private house with total capacity of 6
beds (three bedrooms). Shared WC and bathroom.

07.

http://m.bulrest.com
/en/properties/grama
tikovo/

Maria Pencheva
(+359) 5958 202

Maria Pencheva’s B&B is a private house with total capacity of 4
beds (two double rooms). WC and bathroom are common. Full
board.

Milanka Georgieva’s B&B is a private house with total capacity of 6
beds (1 double room and 2 bedrooms) and a shared bathroom.
Thynias Cottage is a country house located in Limanköy, a small
village close to Igneada (a peninsula in Turkey close to the Bulgarian
frontier). İğneada coasts are one of the most important dune areas
in Turkey with its 33 km dune. The coast where the village is
situated has the characteristics of a natural harbor (liman) and is
rich in fish species. The main landmark is a French lighthouse which
was built by French in 1866. The land is covered by oak forests and
Yıldız (Istranca) Mountains. In the vicinity, there are natural reserve
areas, 7 beautiful lakes and forests you can visit and also many
outdoor activities, included wind surfing. Limanköy is very suitable
for many types of tourism such as sea, forest, fishing, photography
and mushroom collection.

Marushka Valcheva
(+359) 5958 866

Limanköy Köyü
Yolu No, İğneada,
Demirköy,
Kirklareli, Turkey

Mehmet and his wife
Suzan

https://www.airbnb.c
o.uk/rooms/3928594
?s=SLSx

The cottage has 3 guest bedrooms, each with a double bed, and one
shared bathroom. There is also a crib (70x140) available. A breakfast
prepared with vegetables grown in the owner’s garden is included.
Mehmet and his wife Suzan live in the same house, so they are there
for the guests whenever they need them. The house has a private
entry to the sea.
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08.

Limanköy Konuk Evi
(“Limanköy
Guesthouse”)

Limanköy was founded about 130 years ago by the Turkish
immigrants from the Balkans. It is surrounded on three sides by the
sea and has a large wooded area. After the French lighthouse,
perhaps the most interesting building you’ll encounter in Limanköy
is a local library. It is a two-storey building located in the village
square center and covered with ivy.

Limanköy,
İğneada,
Demirköy,
Kirklareli, Turkey

Martin Hülya
(+90) 542 683 50 90
(+90) 288 694 40 92
Nevzat Engine,
Limanköy mayor
(+90) 545 651 58 93

http://meseliev.com/
konuk-evi.html

Fener Yolu No:
201 Limanköy,
İğneada,
Demirköy,
Kırklareli
Province, Turkey

(+90) 288 694 41 48
Sermin Demir
(+90) 544 722 40 04
(+90) 536 519 61 78

pansiyon@meseliev.c
om

The building’s top floor is converted into a guesthouse simply
named Limanköy Konuk Evi (“Limanköy Guesthouse”) consisting of
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, a kitchen and a toilet. The village
ladies, if requested, can prepare a nice breakfast, pastries or other
food to offer to the guests. To make a reservation you should
contact the library or the village mayor. The place is busy in summer
and a free room can be very difficult to find.
09.

Meşeliev Pansiyon

Meşeliev Pansiyon is located in Limanköy village, 7 km from İğneada.
The place is named Meşeliev after the four oaks growing in the
corners of the property. Limanköy plateau is covered with oak
forests and there are 6 very old protected oaks situated in the
village itself. Meşeliev Pansiyon offers delicious homemade food in a
quiet and peaceful atmosphere. The guesthouse is open year
around and has 4 comfortable and stylishly designed double or twin
rooms each with ensuite bathroom with shower and internet
connection. There is a cozy living room with TV, computer and a
small library. A large garden with sea views and a relaxing sitting
area are at guests’ disposal. Breakfast is prepared from local
produce such as farm eggs, forest honey and many varieties of
forest fruit marmalade (rosehip, cranberry, etc.). The food is served
on a large deck with seating for 20 or more overlooking a panoramic
view of the sea.
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www.meseliev.com
https://www.faceboo
k.com/meseliev/timel
ine
http://www.demirkoy
um.com/icerikdetay.a
sp?uid=39&kid=2
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10.

Doluca

For three generations, Doluca has been a part of the Turkish
winemaking industry, reflecting its traditional and innovative
character in its service and product quality. In 1926, Nihat A.
Kutman established a small bottling plant in Galata, Istanbul, called
Maison Vinicole which later acquired the name Doluca. Believing in
the need to constantly improve the quality of his wines, Nihat A.
Kutman, after lengthy research in Europe, brought grape varieties
and began to grow them in various locations around Mürefte. In the
early 1940′s, when wines made from these new varieties were
introduced into the market, under the name of Doluca; they met
with great success, mainly due to the distinction of the varieties and
the special care shown in their production. Nihat was followed by
his son Ahmet Kutman, a graduate of University of California at
Davis. Paying as much meticulous attention to consumer relations as
to production quality, especially after Ahmet Kutman’s daughter
Sibel Kutman and son Ali Kutman, joined the company as members
of the third generation, Doluca has attained a broader
contemporary outlook and embraced the mission of developing and
enhancing the cultural awareness of wine in Turkey.

Doluca Bagcilik ve
Sarapcilik A.S.
Çerkezköy
Organize Sanayi
Bölgesi
Yıldırım Beyazıt
Mah. Yıldız Sokak
No:14
Çerkezköy /
TEKİRDAĞ /
TURKEY

(+90) 282 758 17 02
(+90) 212 698 98 30
(+90) 212 213 40 00
Fax:
(+90) 282 758 17 01

info@doluca.com
insankaynaklari@dolu
ca.com
www.doluca.com

Today’s Doluca is one of the wineries that continue to set the
standards for Turkish wine. Doluca produces over 40 different
products, with a 14 million bottle annual capacity. The winery is
engaged in the production of wines from both international grape
varieties and from Turkey’s indigenous grapes, such as Öküzgözü,
Boğazkere, Kalecik Karasi, Emir, Misket and Narince.
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Additional Sites Included in the Itinerary Nr. 3
Additional Sites Included in the Itinerary Nr. 3
Nr.

Name/Type/Co
ntact

01.

Farmhouse “Ikalto”

02.

Alaverdy Monastery
Wine Cellar

Description
The Botkoveli farmhouse is located 13 km from the town of Telavi,
in Ikalto. There are five bedrooms for guests with a shared
bathroom. A beautiful wooden balcony encircles the house. Here
holiday makers have an opportunity to participate in daily country
life, including bread baking using a traditional Georgian clay oven
(tone), making traditional sweet “churchkhela”, and (depending on
the season) taking part in the harvest and brewing “chacha”
(Georgian vodka from grapes). The guests can also taste different
types of cheese and observe a cheese preparation process.
th
Since the 11 c. the Royal Monastery of Alaverdi represents a sacred
place for the Kings of Kakheti – Hereti area of Georgia, as well the
dwelling place of many Georgian saints and monks. Situated in the
heart of the world’s oldest wine region, the monastery and its wine
cellar has become one of the core places of qvevri type Kakhetian
traditional wine making. Alaverdi Royal Monastery is historically
known by its qvevris and outstanding cellar built by the King Kvirike
th
in the 11 century. Since 2006 archeological studies of this ancient
cellar has taken place, which revealed up to 50 qvevris with 60 tons
of wine capacity. Today, monastery Wine “since 1011” is a
millennium brand of Alaverdi Monastery Cellar made by the Alaverdi
Monastery congregate. The wine is produced by endemic variety of
Kakhetian vine in unique clay vessel – qvevri. The monastery
produces 6 wine brands: Rose Rkatsiteli, Mtsvane Kakhuri, Rkatsiteli,
Saperavi, Kisi and Khikhvi. Alaverdi Monastery Wine Cellar offers its
guests medium and premium wine tours which start from the end of
March and mid-April (when the wine storing process from qvevri
into qvevri is completed) respectively. Guests can visit various cellar
th
th
divisions: historical part of the cellar dated back to the 8 -10
centuries which was revealed by archeological excavations,
ethnographical part, section of alcohols, souvenir shop, open air
tasting hall. The monastery is also the focus of the annual religious
and folk celebration Alaverdoba, with its roots in a harvest festival.
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Location/Address

Telephone

Email/Skype
Website/Facebook

Ikalto Village,
Telavi
Municipality,
Kakheti Province,
Georgia

Nana and Elguja
Botkoveli
(+995) 593 58 13 55

http://www.davisven
ot.ge/?lang_id=ENG&
sec_id=819&info_id=
7789

Alaveri, Akhmeta,
Kakheti Province,
Georgia

The Wine Tour
“Alaverdi”
Wine Tours Manager
– Ketevan
Khizanishvili

keti.khizanishvili@gm
al.com

Wine Cellar
working hours:
Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday –
(11:00 – 18:00);
Saturday – (11:00
-16:00);
Sunday – (14:00 –
19:00).

(+995) 599 155 002
(+995) 599 551 133
444

mail@since1011.com
http://www.since101
1.com/en/
http://winetrailtravel
er.com/georgia/alave
rdi.php

Video:
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=wXqpudl4Fk
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03.

Twins Wine Cellar with
Qvevri Museum

“Twins Wine Cellar” with Qvevri Museum is located in Napareuli
village, Telavi municipality. The winery is named after the twin
brothers Gia and Gela Gamtkitsulashvili who own the winery. “Twins
Wine Cellar” was founded in 1994 and was the first modern
Georgian winery to bottle a qvevri wine. The cellar has 20 hectares
of vineyard with a concentration of Rkatsiteli. Current production is
300,000 bottles plus some bulk wines. “Twins Wine Cellar” has 107
qvevris, most of which have 3.5 – 4.5 tones capacity. The wines are
not processed chemically after natural filtration, which makes Twins
Wine an ecologically pure product.
At “Twins Wine Cellar” you can find Museum of Wines and Qvevri,
the largest statue of Qvevri in whole Georgia, observe process of
wine fermentation through open qvevris and get real impression
how grape transforms into wine. Qvevri Museum opened in 2014, is
the first museum in the world dedicated to the ancient craft of
qvevri making that is now a part of the UNESCO World Heritage list.
The museum shows all phases of qvevri making including clay
preparation, qvevri creating and washing of different size qvevris.
There are several Illustrated boards which show how the process of
fermentation is going in qvevri and other vessels.
“Twins Wine Cellar” welcomes large groups and provides many
activities for visitors. Depending on the time of year, visitors can
choose to participate in working in the vineyard including grape
th
harvesting, working in the winery or pressing the grapes in the 18
century Satsnakheli (ancient facility for pressing gapes). Other
activities include: touring the winery, making Chacha, attending a
Supra, baking Shoti bread in a traditional Georgian clay tone, making
khinkali, tatara and churchkhela (candy made of grape must, nuts
and flour), wine degustation and enjoying the Kakhetian lunch and
dinner. On a top of the cellar there is a hotel with 12 family rooms (8
standard rooms with 2 and 3 beds and 4 double bed lux rooms).
Hotel interior combines old traditional Georgian and modern styles,
which makes cozy atmosphere. Rooms have beautiful views on
vineyards and Caucasus mountains. In addition to the winery,
vineyards, museum and lodging, “Twins Wine Cellar” has a
restaurant that serves authentic Georgian foods.
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Napareuli village,
Telavi
municipality,
Kakheti region,
Georgia

Maia
(+995) 595 22 64 04
(+995) 322 42 40 42
(+995) 551 74 74 74
(+995) 599 17 09 29

info@cellar.ge
marketing@cellar.ge
http://cellar.ge
https://www.faceboo
k.com/TwinsWineCell
ar
http://winetrailtravel
er.com/georgia/twins
.php
http://winetrailtravel
er.com/georgia/qvevr
imuseum.php
http://www.georgian
holidays.com/sights/
wineries-ingeorgia/twins-winecellar
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04.

05.

Achiko Chotashvili’s
Farm

Gremi Church of
Archangels and Royal
Tower

This is a wonderful agro tourism facility. The farm produces
ecologically fresh diverse agricultural products. In addition, the farm
has its own woodworking workshop and the wine cellar. The farm is
producing and selling biodynamic wine. The wine is made in
traditional qvevri. The owner of the farm is involved in various social
projects and assists the orphanage for the disabled children located
nearby the farm. Achiko Chotashvili can organize lodging and
accommodation of tourists in the nearby guesthouses.
th

Gremi is a 16 century architectural monument comprising the royal
citadel and the Church of the Archangels in Kakheti Province,
Georgia. The complex is what has survived from the once flourishing
town of Gremi and is located east of the present-day village of the
same name in the Kvareli district, 175 kilometers east of Tbilisi. City
of Gremi, capital of vanished Kachetian Kingdom of Georgia, located
on the Gilian-Shemakha branch of the Great Silk Road, was
th
destroyed by the army of Shah Abbas in 16 c. and never been
restored since then. The ruins of Gremi city are now important Late
Medieval archaeological site with ruins of churches, trading arcades,
baths and dwellings. Gremi attracts visitors with the well-preserved
architectural complex: Church of Archangels Michael and Gabriel
and the Royal Tower. The Gremi Church was built and painted upon
the order of King Leon in 1565 and has become a prototype for a
whole group of other church buildings in Georgia. A three-store
tower with a belfry on the top is erected beside the Church of
Archangels. The church still has the frescos, while the adjacent
tower serves as a museum. The site of ancient Gremi has been
renovated after being used as a hospital during Soviet times. Do not
miss to climb the tower to enjoy the beautiful view of the mountains
from the top. There is also a small souvenir shop and a cafe with
open-air sitting area.
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Gremi Village,
Kvareli
Municipality,
Kakheti Region

Gremi village,
Telavi District,
Kakheti Region,
Georgia

Levan Aleksidze
(+995) 551 36 36 97
Achiko Chotashvili
(+995) 591 633 633

levan.aleqsidze@tesa
u.edu.ge
http://temicommunity.weebly.co
m/

http://whc.unesco.or
g/en/tentativelists/52
26/

Coordinates:
(N42 00 E45 39)
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06.

Village House “Eniseli”

The house is located in Eniseli village of Kvareli municipality on the
northeast edge of the Alazani Valley. The family is doing poultry and
hog farming as well as produces Kindzmareauli, Pinot noir red wines
and Rkatsiteli white wine. There is a training room in the house and
a feast place in the yard where guests can try delicious local food
and wine. The family also offers horseback riding and hiking tours
around Kvareli.
The house is conveniently located in the vicinity of several historical
th
monuments, such as Gremi, a 16 century architectural monument,
the royal citadel and the Church of the Archangels and Nekresi,
nd st
historic town established by king Pharnajom (around 2 -1
th
centuries BC). In 4 century AD, king Thrdat built a church in this
place. This church became a refuge to one of the Assyrian fathers,
th
Abibus, in the late 6 century. Around this time Nekresi Episcopality
th
was established, which existed until 19 century. Three lakes
‘Kvareli’, ‘Ilia’ and ‘Lopota’ are nearby the house where the various
attractions are available for tourists.
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Eniseli Village,
Kvareli
Municipality,
Kakheti Region,
Georgia

Irina Turashvili
(+995) 577 95 50 56
(+995) 591 70 08 94
(+995) 599 45 22 41

irinaturashvili@yahoo
.com
http://www.kakheti.t
ravel/?m=3&double=
15&triple=160
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07.

Alexander
Chavchavadze’s Palace
and historic winery

Tsinandali village in Kakheti is famous for the estate and its historic
th
winery which once belonged to the 19 century aristocratic poet
Alexander Chavchavadze.

Tsinandali,
Kakheti Province,
Georgia

Aleksandre Chavchavadze (1786-1846) – writer, military leader,
diplomat, public figure and inventor – was one of the most
important figures of his time. Aleksandre was the god-son of
Catherine II of Russia, and he spent his childhood in Russian noble
circles. There, he was exposed to every innovation brought from
Europe or discovered in Russia. Aleksandre Chavchavadze devoted
his life to promoting and developing Georgian culture. He is
considered to be the founder of Georgian romantic Poetry. In
addition, he translated European and Russian authors such as
Aesop, Voltaire and Pushkin. Chavchavadze was also a military
leader (lieutenant-general) who participated in every important
military expedition. In 1813-1815 he fought against Napoleon’s
Army (as an aide to Barclay de Tolly).

Working Hours:
Every day from
10:00 to 19:00.
During the winter
months the
museum closes
one hour earlier.

(+995) 570 70 43 89

www.tsinandali.com

Alexander Chavchavadze inherited Tsinandali village, lying in the
Alazani River vally, from his father, Prince Garsevan. He refurbished
the estate, constructed a new Italianate palace and built a
decorative garden in 1835. It was the place where Chavchavadze
frequently entertained foreign guests with music, wit, and – most
especially – the fine vintages made at his estate winery (marani).
Familiar with European ways, Chavchavadze built Georgia’s oldest
and largest winery where he combined European and centuries-long
Georgian winemaking traditions. His vineyard is still cultivated and
the highly regarded dry white Tsinandali is still produced there.
Visitors can see a bottle of Saperavi wine from 1839, the first
harvest at Tsinandali. There are also 16,500 bottles of other sorts of
wines.
The Tsinandali garden occupies 18 hectares of land. Aleksandre
Chavchavadze was the first landowner to bring European landscape
designers into Georgia. The park has a unique and interesting layout,
with a mixture of natural and decorated gardens.
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08.

09.

10.

Farmhouse and Wine
Cellar “Tsinandlis
Edemi”

Wine Cellar of
Shavnabada Monastery

Dasabami

The farmhouse with wine cellar is located in the village of Tsinandali,
Kakheti province, 10 km from the town of Telavi. There are four
hectares of vineyards, strawberry and peach plantations, a well-kept
yard, a pergola with different varieties of grapes, a tone (breadbaking oven) and a “Marani” (wine cellar), as well as a wellequipped wine-tasting room with a fireplace. The family also distills
chacha, a brew made from grape skins and other remains of the
fermentation process. The farm house offers two double rooms with
a shared bathroom, a kitchen, and an Internet-room. Visitors can
visit the vineyards, learn about traditional wine making and taste
domestic wines.
High atop Mount Shavnabada, not far from the city of Tbilisi, monks
make traditional Georgian wine in qvevri following centuries old
th
ways. The Shavnabada monastery was built in the 12 century and
th
rebuilt in the 17 century. Wine cellar of Shavnabada Monastery has
been functioning since 1998. Here the monks restored the
centuries-old wine cellar, made traditional wine and aged Rkatsiteli,
Kakhuri Mtsvane and Saperavi in qvevri. The wine cellar at
Shavnabada Monastery of Saint George produces about 150,000
bottles of wine. Presently it exports to the Ukraine and Italy. Some
of Europe’s royal families as well as the Patriarch of Georgia receive
a bottle of the monastery’s wine as a gift. The monastery also makes
two types of Chacha, one is stored in oak barrels for several years
while the other is stored in qvevri for several years. The wine cellar
is full of religious and ethnographic items: jugs, Chinchila (Georgian
pots), bowls and other traditional wine vessels. They keep the
samples of wines from each vintage for wine collection. Marvelous
view is spread from the monastery. Cuisine composes only monastic
meal. During tasting, the visitors can taste wine and grappa vodka of
two kinds.

Tsinandali Village,
Telavi
municipality,
Kakheti Region,
Georgia

Vazha Nikolaishvili
(+995) 555 99 31 32
Niko and Shorena
Nikolaishvili
(+995) 599 26 02 15

http://tsinandlisedem
i.ucoz.com/

Teleti village,
1313 Gardabani,
Kvemo Kartli
Province, Georgia

(+995) 599 45 57 65
(+995) 597 45 57 65

g.abramashvili@yaho
o.com

“Dasabami” is the family-run wine cellar. The owner lives in Tbilisi,
however spends most of his time in the wine cellar. He grows the
vineyard on one hectare. His family members are also involved in
the production. There are 12 qvevris in the wine cellar. Wines of
various harvests are kept in the wine cellar. Many kinds of jams are
produced and preserved in the cellar as well. “Dasabami” offers
wine tasting to tour participants. Dinners are also available in case
of advance order.

Tamarisi village,
3007 Marneuli,
Kvemo Kartli
Province, Georgia
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http://www.nytimes.
com/slideshow/2011/
05/29/travel/201105
29journeysgeorgia.html?ref=trav
el&_r=0

http://georgianwine.t
ravel/facilities/qvemo
-qartli/wine-cellar-ofshavnabadamonastery.html
http://winetrailtravel
er.com/georgia/shavn
abadamonastery.php

(+995) 598 16 41 28

zazabery@gmail.com

http://georgianwine.t
ravel/facilities/qvemo
qartli/dasabami.html
#programme
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11.

“Mayisyan Kamurj”
Restaurant and Hotel
Complex

“Mayisyan Kamurdj” Hotel-Restaurant is located on the IjevanNoyemberyan and Ijevan-Berd highway intersection, 12 km from
Ijevan, on the bank of Aghstev River. The complex includes 14
comfortable rooms with bathrooms, a luxurious dining hall (for 260
people), a medium dining hall (70 people), six banquet rooms, four
open-air pavilions, an outdoor pool with a bar and a café, gym, table
tennis, children’s playground, an ATM, and a bakery with grocery
shop. In the close vicinity of the hotel are the Makaravank church
and historic monument of Kirants.

st

57, 1 Str.,
Adjadjur village,
Tavush province,
Armenia

Vahagn V.
Shushanyan, director
(+374) 93 40 52 42
(+374) 99 40 52 42
(+374) 94 40 52 42

mkhotel@mail.ru
www.mkhotel.am

Prices: double – 14000 AMD; semi luxury double – 18000 AMD;
family suite – 27000 AMD; breakfast – 2000 AMD; full board – 7000
AMD.

12.

Dried Fruits
Production

Dried fruit making: prune and blood orange.
Activities: Dried fruit tasting and sale.

Lusadzor village,
Ijevan Region,
Tavush Province,
Armenia

Suren Kocharyan,
manager
(+374) 93 75 67 85

13.

Cattle Farm

Activities: Cattle farm tour and visit to dairy farm to take part in
activities.

Lusadzor village,
Ijevan Region,
Tavush Province,
Armenia

Suren Kocharyan,
manager
(+374) 93 75 67 85

14.

Greenhouse

Activities: Visit to greenhouse. Seasonal sale of fruits and
vegetables.

Lusadzor village,
Ijevan Region,
Tavush Province,
Armenia

Suren Kocharyan,
manager
(+374) 93 75 67 85
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15.

“Anahit” B&B

“Anahit” B&B is situated in the center of Ijevan, in a quiet and
comfortable place. The house is surrounded with a small orchard
and a garden full of flowers. There are 6 rooms with 2 shared
bathrooms for a maximum of 14 people. Other facilities include a
large terrace overlooking the garden and a BBQ area. The house is
suitable for agritourism, as it has a garden, bee hives, and chickens.
Activities include cooking classes, while excursions can be organized
upon request.

4, Tavrizyan Str.,
Ijevan, Tavush
Province, Armenia

Anahit Alaverdyan
(+374) 263 22 74
(+374) 77 01 22 74
(+374) 77 29 29 79

anahitalavedyan@ma
il.ru
www.anahitguesthou
se.blogspot.com
Facebook:
B&B Anahit

Prices: 6000-7000 AMD/person with breakfast; lunch is 2000-3000
AMD; dinner is 4000 AMD; cooking classes cost 500 to 1000
AMD/person.
Languages: English, French.

16.

“Berq” Greenhouse

A greenhouse with 5-6 types of strawberries. Activities: visit to
greenhouse, strawberry tasting, and sale.

Ijevan, Tavush
Province, Armenia

Arusyak Otaryan,
manager
(+374) 98 20 92 00

18.

Ijevan Wine-Brandy
Factory

The factory was founded in 1951 and produces 40 different types of
wine, as well as brandy and vodka. It features a wine cellar, an aging
cellar for brandy, a small museum and a newly refurbished tasting
room with rustic décor. The Ijevan Wine Factory offers tours and
tastings with advance notice, and has cellar-door sales with
possibility to obtain your personalized stamp. There are 6 different
packages which range from 3500-6700 AMD and include the factory
excursion, 3-5 different types of wine, vodka or brandy and
appetizers (cheese, fruits, lavash). The winery also puts on lunches
overlooking the river. Languages: Russian, English (basic).

9, Yerevanyan
Str., Ijevan,
Tavush Province,
Armenia

Atom Yegoryan,
director
Gohar Tamamyan,
excursion manager
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ijevanwine@mail.ru
www.ijevanwine.am

(+374) 263 33 953
(+374) 263 33 342
(+374) 263 34 233
(+374) 99 14 09 18
Office in Yerevan
(+374) 10 37 13 73
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19.

Goshavank Monastery

20.

“Artsrun Yev
Vordiner” cheese
and butter
manufacturer

21.

Haik Hovhannisyan,
beekeeper

22.

“Mher” B&B

th

th

The monastery of Goshavank or Nor Getik (12 -13 cc.) was
founded on the right bank of the Getik River in 1188 by the
renowned Armenian scholar, jurist and fabulist Mkhitar Gosh. The
monastery of Goshavank includes the churches of St. Astvatsatsin
(1196), St. Grigor (1231), St. Grigor Lusavorich (1241), a scriptorium
th
(1291) and a school (13 c.). Many beautiful khachkars have been
preserved in Goshavank. Historical sources mention the existence of
a university and a seminary in this monastery where many
manuscripts were created and preserved.
It is small, family run cheese and dairy factory which produces 3
types of cheese (Lori, Edam, Suluguni) and butter. Except factory
tour and cheese tasting, they offer honey tasting, horseback riding
and milking the cows.

Gosh village,
Tavush Province,
Armenia

Haik is a founder of Bee World Foundation with the focus on
beekeeping development. He offers honey and other bee products
(propolis, pollen, royal jelly, etc.) tasting and selling, participation in
honey making, artificial fertilization of the queen bees and pottery
making. He also constructs old types of bee hives with an unusual
artistic approach and plans to make an expo room where he will
display his work.
Prices: honey – 3000 AMD / kg, pollen – 20000 AMD / kg, royal jelly
– 1000 AMD / g.
The house has 2 rooms (one double and one triple) with shared
bathroom for rent. If there is a need, accommodation for maximum
10 people can be arranged, but only for one night stay. The house
has a very nice garden with outdoor sitting area. Catering for up to
20 people by preliminary order. Village food: honey, seasonal fruits
and vegetables.

5, 5 Str., Martuni
village, 1315,
Chambarak
Region,
Gegharkunik
Province, Armenia

Martuni village,
1315, Chambarak
Region,
Gegharkunik
Province, Armenia

th

th

21, 6 Str.,
Martuni village,
Chambarak
Region,
Gegharkunik
Province, Armenia

(+374) 94 55 35 35

(+374) 94 50 60 90

hayk.hovhannisyan.5
5@mail.ru

Mher Khachatryan,
owner
(+374) 98 00 08 48
(+374) 93 06 59 64

mher.khachatryan.90
@mail.ru
Facebook: B & B
MHER

Prices: 6000 AMD per person including breakfast; full board is 10000
AMD.
Languages: Russian and English.
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23.

“ Motal” Goat
Cheese Production

“Motal” cheese recipe, which was passed down from generation to
generation for centuries, is made from goat’s milk. Due to its
uniqueness the “Motal” cheese became a regional brand. The
visitors can get familiar with the “Motal” goat cheese production;
participate in cheese making workshop tour and goat cheese making
master class.
“Motal”, an age-old Armenian cheese is made from pure goat’s milk
with using rudimentary tools and following a simple technique. Milk
is not heated when making Motal, but immediately after milking calf
rennet is added to warm milk and left to cool for half an hour. The
curd is then roughly broken (using a knife or with a ladle) and is
pressed in a cloth for about 15 minutes to further drain the whey.
The mixture is then cut into small pieces and put in molds, where it
is left in brine for at least forty days. At this stage the curd is
extracted from the molds, crumbled by hand and seasoned with
mountain herbs (fresh tarragon in particular). Some cheesemakers
flavor the cheese with wild garlic and some use small pieces of
capsicum. Finally, the curds are poured into terracotta pots that are
then sealed with beeswax. The terracotta pots are boiled before
being used, heated in the oven and spread with sour cream inside
(sheep fat was once used for this purpose), then placed in cold, dry
cellars, turned upside-down and left to rest on ashes: “Motal” can
age for over six months like this.

9, Tigran Mets
Str., Chambarak,
Chambarak
Region,
Gegharkunik
Province, Armenia

24.

Sevanavank Monastery

The Sevanavank Monastery is the symbol of the province and one of
the most visited sites in Armenia. The Black Monastery or Sevan
Holy Apostolic Monastery is situated on Sevan Peninsula. The
proposal of building such a monastery was initiated by Catholicos
Mesrop Eghivardeci and was developed by Princess Mariam, the
th
daughter of king Ashot I in 874 on the ruins of a 4 century
monastery destroyed by Arabs. St. Mesrop Mashtots had a vision of
12 figures walking across the lake, who pointed him the place where
the church had to be erected. Sevanavank Monastery was originally
a complex of three churches, two of which are still perfectly
preserved to this day. When it was completed, the level of water in
Lake Sevan was much higher than it is today and the whole monastic
complex was located on an island. Later, during the twentieth
century, the lake was artificially drained and the level fell about 20
meters creating the peninsula. Besides the churches the complex
included printing house, guest houses, warehouses and a refectory.
th
In the 19 century the monastery was a place to reform errant
monks – there was a strict regime and no women were allowed.

Sevan Peninsula,
Gegharkunik
province,
Armenia

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

Ruslan Torosyan
(+374) 94 37 30 64

rtorosyan@yandex.ru
Facebook: Motal
Motal
http://www.slowfood
foundation.com/presi
dia/details/1384/mot
al#.VR6wS-GTJM4
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25.

26.

“Tsaghkunq” Guest
House

Mamikon Sargsyan,
wrought iron
craftsman

“Tsaghkunq” Guest House, a beautifully furnished guest house with
a restaurant, is located in the village of the same name, only 10 km
away from Sevan toward Tsaghkadzor. Here you will be served
national dishes prepared from natural, ecologically organic
products. The owner, Yurik Sagrsyan is a founder of the “Developing
and maintaining Armenian cooking traditions” NGO. Rescuing from
oblivion the original recipes of the Armenian cuisine, Yuri
participated in various competitions and was granted with many
awards for his cooking skills. ”In Tsaghkunq Guest House I try to
open the tastes of my childhood for my guests”, says Yurik. There
are 6 rooms out of which: one double room with bathroom, one
triple room with bathroom and 4 double rooms with shared
bathroom. Other facilities include a restaurant, a large room
suitable for meetings and workshops, outdoor tonir house with
eating area and a garden. Cooking classes can be organized upon
request.
In the last couple of years the “Tsaghkunk” Guesthouse created a
network of B&Bs and crafts manufacturers in the village, becoming a
nucleus of rural tourism development in the Sevan region.
Prices: 15000 AMD per person (including breakfast) in the rooms
without bathroom; 20000 AMD for the rooms with bathroom.
Workshop tour with display of artistic candlesticks and other objects
made of wrought iron.

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

th

1/18, 5 Str.,
Tsaghkunk village,
Sevan Region,
Gegharkunik
Province, Armenia

Yurik Sargsyan, owner
Ani Mkrtchyan
(+374) 93 99 18 88
(+374) 91 98 18 88

Tsaghkunk village,
Sevan Region,
Gegharkunik
Province, Armenia

(+374) 93 59 69 65

yasargsyan@gmail.co
m
Facebook:
“Tsaghkunq” Guest
House
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27.

28.

Fantan Farms B&B

Arsen Panosyan
House Museum

Fantan Farms is a unique Armenian homestay experience on an
authentic organic family-run farm located only 45 minutes from
Yerevan. Clean air and a relaxing lifestyle with many different
activities are available for up to 4 persons at the time. Enjoy
delicious homemade organic meals made with produce fresh from
the farm. Activities include:

Hiking;

Helping out on the farm (milking cows, shearing sheep, picking
fruit, beekeeping tour);

Learning to make traditional Armenian foods like Matzun
(yogurt), Muraba (jam), Lavash (flatbread) and Dolma (rolled
grape leaves);

Photography;

Astronomy;

Sports (football, risbee);

Camping.
Prices: 16000 Armenian Dram/ 40 USD / 30 Euro pp/night for a
double-occupancy room. All meals and basic activities included.
Horseback Riding and Off-Road Tours extra. Special writer’s and
artist’s packages for a long-term stay in a private room with a view.

Fantan village,
Kotayk Province,
Armenia

Entering Argel village you cannot miss the glorious complex of
unique round Khachkars, made by engraver, sculptor and illustrator
th
Arsen Panosyan and his sons, dedicated to 1700 anniversary of
Christianity in Armenia. Arsen Panosyan created more than 60
pieces of work during his life. Panosyan considers his masterpiece to
be the big vase with the multi-layer engraving for which he received
a medal in the name of “Movses Khorentsi”. On this vase he worked
for 23 years, working 6 to 12 hours each day. He has also received
three major prizes by participating in the international festivals
throughout the years and his work has been exhibited from India to
Great Britain. Arsen Panosyan had a dream to remodel his home and
surround it with his creations as a museum, which will be his
present to the villagers of Argel. “My home already looks like a
museum what with all the creations. If a tourist comes around here
he most definitely pays a visit to the museum. I have already left this
home/museum as a will to the village. All I need to do is remodel it a
little so they can come and see it” recalls the words of Arsen
Panosyan. Sadly Arsen passed away before completing his vision and
the task continues with his wife and son Paruir who open the house
to visitors and show the works of Arsen while telling interesting
stories about the great sculptor.

4, 1 Str., Argel
village, Kotayk
Province, Armenia
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(+374) 77 19 87 86

fantanfarms@gmail.c
om
https://www.faceboo
k.com/fantanfarms

st

Nubar Karapetyan,
wife
(+374) 99 24 16 52
Paruyr Panosyan, son
(+374) 55 30 93 14

http://archive.168.am
/en/articles/595-pr
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29.

“Levon’s Divine
Underground”

The Levon’s Divine Underground, a network of subterranean caves
dug by one man – Levon Arakelyan, is situated in the village of Arinj,
the NE suburb of Yerevan. To find the way just ask for Lyova (Levon)
Arakelyan’s house. Every single man here old or young will willingly
st
accompany you to this handmade unique cave of the 21 century
that has attracted already the attentions of 40,000 visitors, not only
from Armenia, but also from the US, Poland, Germany, Iran, Japan,
Israel and many other countries. Wonders lie on the other side of
the gates to Arakelyan’s simple and nondescript house. Levon, a
builder by trade was already 44 when his wife, Tosya, asked him to
create a potato cellar beneath their home. However once he started
digging, he simply couldn’t stop. Tosya has since said that her
husband was motivated by dreams and visions in which a voice told
him he must continue carving the cave. He worked every day, often
for up to 18 hours with little rest and only his small hand tools to
carve the hard rock. Yet by the time he passed away at the age of 67
(2008) he had dug a stunning series of caves beneath their home
using nothing but hand tools, instinct, and a tireless work ethic.
Today the widow Tosya runs a small museum devoted to his efforts
out of their home and gives tours of the strange caves her husband
created. The museum has seven rooms that are interconnected by a
maze of corridors and steps. The floor space of the cave is 280
square meters and is located beneath the yard of the two storey
house. Stairs carved in the grey basalt lead down to a depth of 21
meters (equal to a 7-story building) and an underground world.
After 80 stairs you find yourself in a round hall with decorated
alcoves, then on to another room with columns, before entering a
hall that calls to mind the interior of a church. The first floor of the
house has been transformed into a museum as well, displaying the
clothes worn and tools used by Levon. There are also press clippings
of the cave and a visitor’s sign-in book.
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th
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9 house, 5
Street, Arinj
Village

Tosya Gharibyan
(+375) 77 17 88 50

http://hetq.am/eng/n
ews/20953/levonarakelyans-miraclecave-in-arinj.html/
http://mashaandjere
my.blogspot.com/200
7/04/levons-divineunderground.html
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30.

15.

Irina Tatevosyan’s
Farmhouse

Zemo (Upper) Vardzia

Near the border with Georgia, Darik (5 km north from Zorakert
village) conceals a hidden gem – a B&B with an organic farm, owned
by Irina Tatevosyan. A few years ago, this interesting woman
launched herself into the agritourism business, offering a chance for
tourists to stay and work on her huge farm. Feeding and cleaning
horses, milking cows, making bread and cheese, and cooking are
some of the daily chores in which you can actively participate. If you
are not fond of farming, Irina offers walking tours, horseback riding,
camping, cycling, picking medicinal herbs, cultural heritage
sightseeing, and riding quadricycles in the winter. Accommodation
consists of two double bedrooms and two large, hostel type, tents
with a kitchen. Other B&B amenities include a small exhibition with
different archaeological artifacts and old domestic objects, a TV in
the salon, a mobile phone, 2 bathrooms, laundry service and a
separate shower. The Darik farm possesses several natural and
cultural assets worth visiting. Besides stunning landscapes and
endless green meadows, there is a small lake suitable for summer
swimming and fishing. Irina will be proud to guide you to the nearby
pre-Christian archaeological site and tell you many legends related
to vishap (dragon) stones or khoyakars (ancient ram shaped
tombstones). Also, the Tatevosyan family is a successful breeder of
Armenian gampr dogs and Van cats.
Languages: Russian, basic English
Zemo (Upper) Vardzia, a 2km walk west from the Vardzia bridge, is a
th
working nunnery with fruit orchards, a trout farm and an 11 century church with some good carvings. The visitors can explore
small cheese enterprise with a fish farm run by local nuns. Cheese
degustation can be organized as well.
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Darik hamlet,
Amasia Region,
Shirak Province,
Armenia

Irina Tatevosyan

irinatatevosyan@gma
il.com

(+374) 93 52 26 65
http://agroholding.a
m/eng/darik.htm
http://hy.blackseasilk
road.com/en/busines
s/BampB-IrinaTatevosyan/154
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