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Introduction
This UNESCO Heritage Tour will take you back into history through a unique journey during which you will visit breathtaking spectacles in the Black Sea Region,
one of the Europe’s less travelled but probably best kept secrets. Up to date, from countlessplaces around the world, UNESCO has chosen only 1007 sites which
have had a far-reaching impact on the world we know today. Out of them 13 places, deemed to have outstanding universal cultural and natural value, are
located within the Black Sea Region.This tour offers the opportunity to see them all in just twenty three days. Besides the heritage sites, the tour also presents
the cultural diversity, awe-inspiring scenery and genuine interaction with the local people of the visited civilization centers. Additionally, the tour has a
significant importance in the promotion of rural tourism and includes authentic rural experiences, such as traditional villages, rural accommodation, crafts and
wineries.
The tour will start inBulgaria, a country with a long and tumultuous history, which still harbors impressive reminders of the ancient peoples and civilizations that
have risen, fallen, conquered and passed through this land. Besides historical treasures, Bulgaria is proud of its pristine nature and amazing biodiversity,
preserved in the numerous parks and reserves. Following the traces of the fearsome Thracians we will tourthe Valley of the Kings and highly artistic murals of
the Tomb of Kazanlak.Our next stops are the owe-inspiring archeological symbol of Bulgaria - Madara Rider and the Old Town of Nessebar with its unique
combination of ancient history, numerous cultural monuments and Revival architecture.
Turkey's long history, coupled with its unique position at the meeting of Europe and Asia, has given it a profound depth of culture. This journey captures the
essence of Turkish culture and heritage: a delightful blend of art and ancient architecture. Our stops will include the Selimiye Mosque in Edirne, with
itsmonumental dimensions and slender minarets; Historic areas of Istanbul, the magical meeting place of East and West with its dynamism, diversity and 2,600year old history; Safranbolu, Turkey's most thoroughly preserved Ottoman town; and Hattusha, a 3000 years-old Hittite Capital which will make your
imagination run wild.
A deeply complicated history has given Georgia a wonderful heritage of architecture and art, from cave cities to the unconquerable fortresses and unique
monasteries. You will see Mtskheta, Georgia’s spiritual heart, which contains some of the oldest and most important churches in the country; Bagrati Cathedral
and Gelati Monastery of Kutaisi, which represent the highest achievements of Georgia’s medieval architecture;and remote, but absolutely magnificentmountain
paradise of Upper Svaneti.
Being an ancient land and the cradle of one of the oldest civilizations, Armenia has three UNESCO Heritage Sites which provide a window to some of the most
beautiful and historically significant sites ofthis tinySouth Caucasus country. Holy Etchmiadzin, the soulof the Armenian Apostolic Church and the place where
Surp Grigor Lusavorich saw a beam of light fall to the earth in a divine vision;the stunning sister monasteries and medieval spiritual centers of Haghpat and
Sanahin perched over the Debt River canyon; and finally the monastery of Geghard, named after the holy lance that pierced Christ at the crucifixion, whichwill
conclude this memorable trip.
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UNESCO Heritage Sites
The countries are listed in alphabetical order.

Armenia
There are currently three UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Armenia. Of these, two are inscribed based on "cultural" criteria, while the third is
inscribed for meeting both "cultural" and "natural" criteria:




Cathedral and Churches of Etchmiadzin and the Archaeological Site of Zvartnots (2000);
Monasteries of Haghpat and Sanahin (1996);
Monastery of Geghard and the Upper Azat Valley (2000).
UNESCO Heritage Attractions

Nr.
01.

Name
Cathedral and Churches of Etchmiadzin and the Archaeological Site of Zvartnots
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1011
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTz3Eayl1mY)
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Site ID Card

Century / Year of
Construction

Vagharshapat, Armavir Region
Coordinates : (N40 9 33.516 E44 17
42.504)

Cathedral and Churches
of Etchmiadzin (301-303
AD)

Date of Inscription: 2000
Criteria: (ii)(iii)
Property : 74 ha

Archaeological Site of
th
Zvartnots (mid-7 c.)

3

The religious buildings and archaeological remains in Etchmiadzin and Zvartnots bear witness to the implantation of Christianity in Armenia and to the evolution
of a unique Armenian ecclesiastical architecture, the Armenian central-domed cross-hall type, which exerted a profound influence on architectural and artistic
th
development in the region.Etchmiadzin became the spiritual center for Armenia’s Christians shortly after the country’s conversion in the early 4 century.
The Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin is the most ancient Christian place of worship in Armenia, built in 301-3 by Gregor Lousavorich, the founder of the Armenian
Apostolic Church, in Vagharshapat, the capital and religious center of Armenia at that time. According to the chronicler Agathangelos, soon after Armenia's
conversion to Christianity, St. Gregory had a vision of the Son of God. Appearing as a heroic figure of light surrounded by a mighty angelic host, Christ struck the
ground with a golden hammer, indicating the place where the Mother Cathedral of the new Christian nation was to be established. The name Etchmiadzin -literally,
"where the Only Begotten descended"-refers to this episode. The Cathedral was originally a vaulted basilica but, following serious damage as a result of political
upheavals it was given its present cruciform plan during restoration work in 480. In 618 the wooden cupola was replaced with an identical one in stone which
survives almost unchanged. Its mass is supported on four massive independent pillars connected by slender arcades within the exterior walls; those on the northern
side belonged to the 4th and 5th centuries. A three-tier belfry was built in front of the western entrance in the 17th century. The six-column rotundas on four-pillar
bases, built at the beginning of the 18th century over the northern, eastern and southern apses, give the cathedral a five-domed outline.
The Church of St Hripsimeh represents the perfect example of cruciform plan and central cupola. Its dominant feature is the basic harmony of layout and
proportions, as well as the simplicity and classical purity of its facades, the outstanding qualities of the Armenian architecture of the high Middle Ages. Apart from
the addition of a bell tower in the 17th century, the monument has undergone no fundamental transformation.The distinctive features of the Church of St Gayaneh
are its slender and delicate proportions. A dome and ceilings were rebuilt in the 17th century, when a spacious arched portico was built along the western facade as
the burial place for the most senior Armenian clergy.

02.

The Zvartnots Archaeological Site is a unique example of Armenian architecture of the early Christian period. Building of the temple was begun by Catholicos Nerses
III in the mid-7th century. After relinquishing the Catholicossal throne for a time in 652, but after his return to office in 658 he completed the construction of the
temple with its secular annexes and its ramparts in 662. Zvartnots exerted a major influence on the architecture not only of its own time but also on that of later
centuries. Circular in plan and three-tiered, its only borrowing from earlier cruciform and central cupola churches was the interior cruciform plan, which was set
inside walls that were circular on the inside but polyhedral on the outside. The remains of Zvartnots and its related buildings, which had been destroyed by an
earthquake in the 10th century, were revealed at the beginning of the 20th century by the architect Thoros Thoramanian, who carried out the first reconstruction
project.
th
th
Villages of Haghpat and Sanahin, Lori
10 - 13 c.
Monasteries of Haghpat and Sanahin
Region
Coordinates: (N41 5 42 E44 42 37.008)
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/777
Date of Inscription: 1996
Extension: 2000
Criteria: (ii)(iv)
Property : 2.65 ha
Buffer zone: 24 ha
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th

th

Monasteries of Haghpat and Sanahinin the Tumanian region from the period of prosperity during the Kyurikian dynasty (10 -13 cc.) were important cultural,
scientific and educational centers.Haghpat was a major literary center in the Middle Ages, while Sanahin was renowned for its school of illuminators and
calligraphers where the famous library was established in 1063. The two monastic complexes represent the highest flowering of Armenian religious architecture,
whose unique style developed from a blending of elements of Byzantine ecclesiastical architecture and the traditional vernacular architecture of the Caucasian
region.Both were added to UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 1996 as the first Armenian sites to be listed.
The monasteries are situated in the north of Armenia, in the Lori Region. Sanahin is now within the limits of Alaverdi town, and Haghpat is to the north-east of it, in
the village of the same name. The two villages and their monasteries are similar in many ways, and lie in plain view of each other on a dissected plateau formation,
separated by a deep crack.The exact date of the foundation of Sanahin and Haghpat is unknown. Documentary evidence and monuments of material culture
th
suggest that the present-day buildings of the monasteries of Haghpat and Sanahin date from the period of prosperity during the Kyurikian dynasty (10 to
th
13 cc.)and the Zakarian Princes. The monasteries, which were housing some 500 monks, were not only the significant religious centers but also the prominent
educational centers and repositories of manuscripts. In the monasteries, especially in Sanahin, humanitarian sciences and medicine were studied, scientific treatises
were written and paintings, mostly miniatures, were created.
Perched atop the rim of the gorgeHaghpat monastery, meaning the “huge wall’, is one of Armenia’s most beautiful monasteries. This fortified monastery was
founded by Queen Khosrovanush around 976, while the construction to the designs of the architect Traat was completed in 991.The complexconsists of several
picturesque churches (St. Nshan; St. Grigor), chapels and mausoleums, marvelous bell tower, a library, etc. The monastery was known from early times as Sourb
Nshan (the Holy Cross) of Haghpat. St. Nshan Church was finished by Smbat Bagratuni and his brother Gurgen and served as a religious headquarters for the
th
Kyurikians. The plan of the gavit, built in the second decade of the 13 century, differs markedly in style from the main church. A large narthex-type building used
for meetings, teaching and funerary rituals is based on vernacular architecture in wood, with the roof supported on four pillars in the center of the structure. The
th
church is joined by a vaulted passage to a large jamatoun (chapter house), in the same style as the gavit, built in the 13 century. Also connected to the church is
th
the library, a compact square building dating back to the 12 century. The monastery suffered from earthquake damage on several occasions, and in 1105 it was
th
taken and burned by the Seljuk prince Amir-Ghzil. Nonetheless, monastic life continued and new buildings were added later in the 13 century, as well as the
frescoes,out of which some are still faintly visible in the apse. Haghpat was major literary center, and maintained rich feudal lands until the monastery properties
th
were confiscated by the Russian Empire in the 19 c.
th

th

Sanahin monastery was an administrative center of the Kyurikyan Kings in 11 and 12 centuries and the residence of the Bishop. The name Sanahin literally
translates from Armenian as "this one is older than that one", presumably representing a claim to having an older monastery than the neighboring Haghpat.The
th
th
th
oldestreferences to the monastery were found in early 10 century Armenian manuscripts and relate that themonastery was constructed over the ruins of a 4 or5
century church. Sanahin monastery represents an entire complex consisting of several buildings which date from different periods. Present day monastery was
th
established in 966 by Queen Khosrovanush, wife of King Ashot III Bagratuni, on the site of two existing churches. The main church, built in the 10 century, is the
Cathedral of the Redeemer. To the west there is a four-columned gavit built in 1181.The Church of the Mother of God (Astvatzatzin), located to the north of the
cathedral, is the oldest building in the complex, built between 928 and 944by monks fleeing from Byzantium. The large library (scriptorium), built in 1063, is square
in plan and vaulted, with ten niches of varying sizes in which codices and books were stored. At the south-eastern corner of the library is the small church dedicated
th
to St. Gregory the Illuminator. The 11 -century Academy of Gregory Magistros is located between the two main churches. The cemetery, located to the south-east
th
of the main buildings, contains the late 12 -century mausoleum of the Zakarian princes. Sanahin was renowned for its school of illuminators and calligraphers. An
invasion by the Mongolians in 1235 is cited as a cause for the general decline of monastic life and the subsequent decay of the monastery itself. It was during this
and other invasions that much of the monastery was destroyed.Sanahin’s role declined as Armenia suffered waves of invaders although the local Argoutian family
th
was exceptional in managing to retain its estates through to the 20 century. Sanahin and Haghpat monastic complexes are especially rich in khachkars (more than
80 survived till today), which were intended not only as memorials, but also to mark various events.
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03.

Monastery of Geghard and the Upper Azat Valley
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/960

near the village of Goght, Kotayk
Region
Coordinates: (N40 9 32.004 E44 47
48.012)

th

4 c.

Date of Inscription: 2000
Criteria: (ii)
Property : 2.70 ha
Buffer zone: 40 ha
The monastery of Geghard is revered throughout Armenia as one of the country’s greatest spiritual and cultural centers.The monastery contains a number of
churches and tombs, most of them cut into the rock, which illustrate the very peak of Armenian medieval architecture. The complex of medieval buildings is set
into a landscape of great natural beauty, surrounded by towering cliffs at the entrance to the Azat Valley.
The Geghard complex is an exceptionally complete and well-preserved example of a medieval Armenian monastic foundation. It is located in a remote area of great
natural beauty at the head of the Azat valley, surrounded by towering cliffs. The complex contains a number of churches and tombs, most of them cut into the rock,
which illustrate the very peak of Armenian medieval architecture and decorative art, with many innovatory features that had a profound influence on subsequent
th
developments in the region. It was founded in the 4 century, by St. Gregory the Illuminator.
th

The most ancient part of the monastery complex of Haghpat is the small cave Chapel of St Gregory (7 . c.), lying to the east of the main group and outside the
monastery walls. It is excavated directly into the rock of the mountainside and is uncompleted. The site is that of a spring arising in a cave which had been sacred in
pre-Christian times, hence one of the names by which it was known, Ayvirank (the Monastery of the Cave).The principal structure, the church of the Virgin, is a
th
cruciform building from the second quarter of the 13 century. It has a four-column gavit (1225) to the west of the church.Two cave-churches were constructed in
1263, along with the family sepulchre of the Proshian Princes.
th

th

The first monastery was destroyed by Arabs in the 9 century, but it was re-established and was flourishing again by the 13 century under the patronage of the
Proshyan princes. Their coat of arms is carved in the rock: two chained lions and an eagle with half-spread wings, whose claws grasp a calf. The Proshyan princes
provided the monastery with an irrigation system in 1200, as well as paying for the erection and reconstruction of most of the churches in the complex. At this time
it was also known as the Monastery of the Seven Churches and the Monastery of the Forty Altars.
The monastery was more famous because of the relics that it housed. The most celebrated of these was the spear (geghard) which had wounded Christ on the
Cross, allegedly brought there by the Apostle Thaddeus, from which comes its present name, Geghardavank (the Monastery of the Spear), first recorded in a
document of 1250. This made it a popular place of pilgrimage for Armenian Christians over many centuries. Relics of the Apostles Andrew and John were donated in
th
the 12 century, and pious visitors made numerous grants of land, money, manuscripts, etc over the succeeding centuries.No works of applied art have survived in
Geghard, except for the legendary spear, which is now in the museum of Etchmiadzin Cathedral.Boasting intricate stone-carvings, a natural spring, and numerous
khachkars (stone crosses), together with domes and columned belfries, the Geghard complex is deservedly one of the most popular destinations for the locals and
tourists alike.
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Map 1. UNESCO Heritage Sites, Armenia
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There are an additional four sites on the Tentative List:





The archaeological site of the city of Dvin (1995);
The basilica and archaeological site of Yereruyk (1995);
The monastery of Noravank and the upper Amaghou Valley (1996);
The monasteries of Tatev and Tatevi Anapat and the adjacent areas of the Vorotan Valley (1995).
UNESCO Tentative List

Nr.
01.

Name

Location

Century / Year of
Construction

near the village of Hnabert, Ararat
Region

The archaeological site of the city of Dvin

th

th

335 AD /4 -13 cc.

Dvin was a large commercial city and the capital of early medieval Armenia. It was situated north of the previous ancient capital of Armenia, the city of Artaxata,
along the banks of the Metsamor River, 35 km to the south of modern Yerevan. The site of the ancient city is currently not much more than a large hill located
between modern Hnaberd and Verin Dvin. Systematic excavations at Dvin that have proceeded since 1937 have produced an abundance of materials, which have
th
th
shed light into the Armenian culture of the 4 to the 13 centuries.
rd

The ancient city of Dvin was built by Khosrov III of Armenia in 335 on the site of an ancient settlement from the 3 millennium BC and a fortress from the sixth
century B.C. The city was used as the primary residence of the Armenian Kings of the Arsacid dynasty and subsequently as the seat of the katholikos. It also served
as a regional administrative center for the Sassanian empire and the caliphs of Baghdad. Dvin boasted a population of about 100,000 citizens in various professions,
including arts and crafts, trade, fishing, etc. The excavated structures cover the entire history of the site until its complete destruction by the Mongols in 1236.
rd

th

rd

Situated in the central square of the ancient city was the Cathedral of St. Grigor (3 -5 cc.). It was originally constructed in the 3 c. as a triple-nave pagan temple.
th
The temple was rebuilt in the 4 c. as a Christian church. At the time that the cathedral was built, it was the largest in Armenia and measured 30.41 meters by
th
58.17 meters. All that remains of the cathedral today are the stone foundations uncovered during archaeological excavations in the 20 century. On-site
archaeological excavations are still ongoing every summer.
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02.

The basilica and archaeological site of Yereruyk

th

Near the village of Anipemza, on the
eastern lip of the Akhurian gorge,
Shirak Region

th

th

4 -5

th

The Yereruyk Basilica is a 4 to 5 century church in the village of Anipemza. It is built on a rocky knoll pierced by cavessituated on the left bank of the Akhurian
River, only 8 km southeast of the ruins of Ani. The basilica was most likely built through the efforts of the Kamsarakan princes, who ownedthis land at the time.
Being one of the earliest Christian monuments in Armenia,it was added to the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List in 1995.Following an earthquake in the
seventeenth century, the church survives as a substantial ruin surrounded by the archaeological remains of monastic and secular buildings.Besides the three nave
basilica, thearchaeological complex comprises the remains of the Yereruyk medieval village,cave dwelling complex, remains of an early medieval dam, a small
ruined chapel,and an early Iron Age cemetery.

03.

The monastery of Noravank and the upper Amaghou Valley

At the head of the Amaghou Valley,
Vayots Dzor Region

th

13 c.

th

Noravank is a 13 century Armenian monastery, located 122 km from Yerevan, near the city of Yeghegnadzor. The monastery is reached through a rocky defile and
is situated in spectacular scenery in the Amaghou valley, surrounded by red and grey limestone cliffs. The monastic buildings are notable for the originality of their
design, particularly those built by the architect Momik. The best known is two-storey Surp Astvatsatsin (Holy Mother of God) church, which grants access to the
th
th
second floor by way of a narrow stone-made staircase jutting out from the face of building. In the 13 –14 centuries the monastery became a residence of Syunik's
bishops and, consequently, a major religious and, later, cultural center of Armenia closely connected with many of the local seats of learning, especially with
Gladzor's famed university and library. The canyon area is famous for its numerous caves, its flora and fauna, including a critical nesting area for vultures and other
bird species, colonies of fruit bats and rare sightings of one of the country’s endangered animals, the Persian Leopard (Panthera pardus saxicolor). Besides
sightseeing, the following activities are possible in the closest neighborhood: hiking, climbing, caving, bird watching and wine tasting.
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03.

The monasteries of Tatev and Tatevi Anapat and the adjacent areas of the
Vorotan Valley

Tatev village, Syunik Region, Armenia

th

th

9 -13 cc.
th

17 c.

Tatev Monastery is located in South-East Armenia, in the area of ancient Armenian Syunik, 280 km away from Yerevan. The monastery is situated high on the side of
th
the 850 meters deep Vorotan gorge, the deepest gorge in Armenia.The monastery was established in the 4 c. at the site of a pagan temple. At the beginning, there
th
was only a modest church and a few monks. Development of the Tatev Monastery began in the 9 century when it became the seat of the bishop of Syunik and a
th
center of economic, political, spiritual and cultural activity. In the beginning of the 11 century, Tatev hosted around 1,000 monks and a large number of artisans.
The monastery served as the repository for thousands of valuable manuscripts, monastic and official documents and contracts. It hosted one of the most important
Armenian medieval universities, which operated between 1390 and 1434, where instructors were educated and trained not only for the province of Syunik, but also
for other regions of Armenia. The University of Tatev largely contributed to the advancement of science, religion and philosophy, reproduction of books and
development of miniature painting, and to the preservation of Armenian culture during one of its most turbulent periods in its history.
The present day buildings of Tatev date from the ninth to the thirteenth centuries and the monastery of Tatevi Anapat, on the bottom of the valley, dates to the
seventeenth century. The Tatev complex consists of the Sts. Paul and Peter Church (895-906 AD), St. Gregory the Illuminator Church (836-848 AD), St. Mary’s
Church (1087), Gavazan (the pendulous column),a library, dining hall, belfry, mausoleum as well as other administrative and auxiliary buildings.The monastic
buildings are protected on two sides by precipitous ravines and on the other two sides by defensive walls. The monastery suffered significant damage during Seljuk
th
invasions in the 12 century, Timur Lane’s campaigns into Syunik (1381–1387), Shah Rukh’s invasion in 1434 and the incursions of Persian forces led by Aga Mahmet
th
th
Khan in 1796. The monastery was reborn in the 17 and 18 centuries; its structures restored and new ones were added. Tatev monastery was seriously damaged
after an earthquake in 1931, when the dome of the St. Paul and St. Peter church and the bell tower were destroyed.
The Legend of Tatev
Tatev Monastery is named after Eustateus, a disciple of St. Thaddeus the Apostle, who preached and was martyred in this region. His name has evolved to “tatev”
which means “giving wings” in Armenian. But, according to a popular legend, after finishing cupola of the main church the architect couldn’t get down.Hecried out:
‘Togh astvats indz ta-tev’, which means ‘May God give me wings’. His wish was granted and he flew away. And so the monastery got its name.
From the natural point of view, the gorge created by the river Vorotan is of considerable geological interest and is very impressive in terms of majesty. The
landscapes and the green environment provide many opportunities for hiking and countryside activities. Other attractions of the area are: the authentic rural
architecture, traditional lifestyle and the genuine hospitality of the local population; the waters and the spa opportunities in the proximity of the Devil’s bridge.The
last but not the least, the Aerial Tramway “Wings of Tatev”, being the world longest non-stop double track aerial tramway that leads to the monastery (5.7 km), is
an attraction in itself.
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Map 2. UNESCO Heritage Sites (marked in yellow) and tentative sites (marked in orange), Armenia
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Bulgaria
Properties inscribed on the World Heritage List located in the eligible area of Bulgaria(3/9) are the following:




Ancient City of Nessebar (1983);
Madara Rider (1979);
Thracian Tomb of Kazanlak (1979).
UNESCO Heritage Attractions

Nr.
01.

Name
Ancient City of Nessebar

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

Site ID Card
Burgas Province
Coordinates: (N42 39 21.996 E27 43
48)
Date of Inscription: 1983
Criteria: (iii)(iv)
Property : 27 ha
Buffer zone: 1,246 ha

Century / Year of
Construction
nd

End of 2 Millennia BC

12

The town of Nessebar, situated on a small rocky peninsula36 kilometers northeast of Burgas, is one of the most picturesque places along the Bulgarian Black Sea
coast.Due to its unique combination of ancient history, numerous cultural monuments and Revival architecture, the Ancient Nessebar was included to the UNESCO
List in 1983. The town of Nessebar was established at the end of 2 000 B.C. by the Thracians (Menebria). Greek colonizers turned it into a Greek Polis (Messembria)
th
st
at the end of 6 c. B.C.; Rome joined it to the Empire in 1 c. B.C.; and A.D. 4th c. saw Nessebar within the frontiers of Byzantium. Nessebur, conquered by the
th
th
Bulgarians in 812, reached its new zenith between the 13 and 15 centuries. Together with Constantinople, the capital of Byzantium, it fell under the reign of the
Osman Turks in 1453. In 1878 Nessebar welcomed the Russian liberation troops.
The Ancient city of Nessebar is a unique example of a synthesis of the centuries-old human activities in the sphere of culture.It is a location where numerous
civilizations have left tangible traces in single homogeneous whole, which harmoniously fit in with nature. The urban structure contains elements from the second
millennium BC, from Ancient Times and the Medieval period. The town has served for over thousands of years as remarkable spiritual hearth of Christian culture.
Nessebar's churches can be best described as a cross between Slav and Greek Orthodox architecture, and are some of the finest in the area.
The city’s remains, which date mostly from the Hellenistic period, include the acropolis, a temple of Apollo, an agora and a wall from the Thracian fortifications.
Among other monuments, the Stara Mitropolia Basilica and the fortress date from the Middle Ages, when this was one of the most important Byzantine towns on
th
the west coast of the Black Sea. Wooden houses built in the 19 century are typical of the Black Sea architecture of the period.The archaeological study of the
Nessebar peninsula and its aquatory done during the last four decades revealed rich collections of significant cultural monuments illustrating the history of ancient
Messambria and medieval Nessebar. A large part of them are present exhibits in the new Nessebar Archaeological museum. Over 100 houses have been restored in
the town, and the Ethnographic Museum is located in one of them, built in 1840.
Churches:
th
th
1. Christ Pantokrator (13 -14 cc.)
th
2. St. Stefan (10 c.)
th
3. St. John Aliturgetos (14 c.)
th
th
4. St. John the Baptist (10 -11 cc.)
th
5. St. Spas (17 c.)
th
th
6. St. Archangels Gavrail and Michael (13 -14 cc.)
th
7. St. Paraskeva (13 c.)
th th
8. St. Sofia (Old Bishopric) (5 -6 cc.)
th
9. St. Todor (14 c.)
th
10. Active orthodox church The Assumption (20 c.)
Other cultural and historical monuments:
th
1. Byzantine fortified walls (5 c.)
th
th
2. Black sea wooden houses from the period of the Bulgarian Revival (18 - 19 cc.)
th
3. Rome baths (5 c.)
th
4. Turkish bath(17 c.)
th
5. Turkish fountain (18 c.)
6. Archeological museum
7. Ethnographical museum

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

13

02.

Madara Rider
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/43
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjE0JuHfz-c

Village of Madara, Province of Shumen
N43 17 60 E27 8 60
Date of Inscription: 1979
Criteria: (i)(iii)
Property : 1.20 ha
Buffer zone: 502 ha

th

beginning of the 8 c.

The Madara Rider, representing the figure of a knight triumphing over a lion, is a unique relief carved into a 100-m-high cliff near the village of Madara in north-east
Bulgaria, 18 kilometers east of the town of Shumen. Made by an unknown artist the Madara Rider is anexceptional work of art, created during the first years of the
th
formation of the Bulgarian State, at the beginning of the 8 century. The exact year of the relief creation is unknown, and scientists disagree on the personality of
the depicted rider. Although more than 1,000 years have passed since its creation, the image of a horseman with a spear, a wounded lion, fallen at the feet of the
horse and a hunting dog, is still visible on the stone.
th

03.

Madara was the principal sacred place of the First Bulgarian Empire before Bulgaria’s conversion to Christianity in the 9 century. The inscriptions around the relief
are a chronicle of important events that occurred between AD 705 and 801 and were concerning the reigns of very famous Khans: Tervel, Kormisos and
Omurtag.Being the only relief of its kind with no parallel in Europe,the Madara Rider was included in the UNESCO Listin 1979.In 2008, after the nationwide vote, the
Madara Horseman was elected a global symbol of Bulgaria. Its full-size copy can be seen in the National Archaeological Museum in Sofia.
th
rd
Kazanlak, Province of Stara Zagora,
4 - 3 century BC
Thracian Tomb of Kazanlak
Bulgaria
N42 37 0 E25 23 60
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/44
Date of Inscription: 1979
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srmNhPtapy0
Criteria: (i)(iii)(iv)
Property : 0.02 ha
Buffer zone: 7.09 ha
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Discovered in 1944, the Thracian Tomb of Kazanlak was included in the UNESCO List in 1979. It is located in a small park in the town of Kazanlak in the Stara Zagora
th
Province. The tomb dates from the Hellenistic period, around the end of the 4 century BC.Itis part of a large Thracian necropolis and belonged to an unknown
ruler.The tomb stands on top of a rocky hill, and has been constructed without deep foundations. It comprises the three chambers required by the Thracian cult of
the dead: an antechamber for the chariot, horses, or slaves which accompanied the dead man in the after-life; a corridor (dromos), which was a small room for the
things needed in the after-life; and a burial chamber for the body itself. The three components have different shapes and dimensions.
The murals are the chief asset of the Kazanlak Tomb, because they are the only entirely preserved work of Hellenistic art that has been found in exactly the state in
which it was originally designed and executed. The murals represent a Thracian couple at a ritual funeral feast. They are memorable for the splendid horses and for
a gesture of farewell, in which the seated couple grasp each other's wrists in a moment of tenderness. The Tomb is protected from the negative effects of visitors,
through offering access to the nearby museum that contains an exact copy of the tomb architecture and its fresco decoration. The original tomb can also be visited,
but only for a few minutes and under certain conditions. The access to the copy of the Kazanlak Tomb is year-round.
The tomb is situated near the ancient Thracian capital of Seuthopolis, in a region where more than a thousand tombs of kings and members of the Thracian
aristocracy can be found. The numerous burial mounds in the Kazanlak area, together with the remains of Thracian settlements, show that the area was inhabited
th
rd
by a large Thracian population, which reached the height of its cultural development during the 5 to 3 centuries BC.
The seated woman of the murals is depicted on the reverse of the Bulgarian 50 stotinki coin issued in 2005.
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Map 3. UNESCO Heritage Sites, Bulgaria
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Properties submitted on the Tentative List (3/13):




Central Balkan National Park (2011);
Two Neolithic dwellings with their interior and household furnishings and utensils completely preserved (1984);
Pobiti Kamani Natural Monument (2011).
UNESCO Tentative List

Nr.
01.

Name
Central Balkan National Park
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5641/
http://visitcentralbalkan.net/en/

Location
Districts of Lovech, Gabrovo, Stara
Zagora
Coordinates: N42 46 36.66 E24 36
51.88

Century / Year of
Construction
tel.:+35966801277
e-mail:
office@centralbalkan.bg

Central Balkan National Park, situated in the heart of Bulgaria, includes the central and highest parts of Stara Planina Mountain (The Balkan Mountain Range). The
National Park comprises territories from 5 administrative districts: Lovech (28 827,5 ha), Gabrovo (3 192,4 ha), Stara Zagora (10 550,7 ha): Plovdiv (25 702,1 ha) and
Sofia (3 396,8 ha).The park extends in East-West direction for about 85 km, covering a 10 km wide stripe and altitude from 550 m up to the highest peak of Stara
Planina mountains - Botev peak - 2 376 m a s. l.Central Balkan National Park contains forests with total area of 44 000, 8 hа (61 %), and mountain pastures and
meadows with total area of 27 668,7 hа (39%). The park was established to protect the unique wilderness of Central Stara Planina Mountains and the local
traditions and livelihoods linked to it.
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02.

03.

Two Neolithic dwellings with their interior and household furnishings and utensils
completely preserved

District of the Higher Institute of
Medicine, city of Stara Zagora, Stara
Zagora province

th

6 millennium BC

Two Neolithic dwellings are located in the city of Stara Zagora, in the district of the Higher Institute of Medicine.The two dwellings which stand side by sidedate
th
back to the 6 millennium BC. They were discovered in the course of excavations. By a rare chance, all the furnishings and household utensils have been preserved
intact since discovery. At present, they are the best preserved dwellings of that period found in Bulgaria or in any other country. The furnaces, hand-grinders, the
numerous ceramic vessels, stone implements, ornaments and the like are in very good condition. The dwellings offer a complete idea of the life of a neo--lithic
family - its number, economic life and everyday occupations, the nature of home furnishings and utensils, the manner of building, maintenance, the preparation of
food, etc. The neo-lithic dwellings of Stara Zagora are a unique monument of culture in Europe and Hither Asia from that early era. They have been declared
monuments of culture. All findings have been preserved and conserved in the exact position in which they were discovered. A special museum has been built above
them. The public has access to the archaeological monument through a roundabout corridor. An exhibition room and other rooms attached to the museum have
been built as well.
Near Beloslav town, Varna Province
Pobiti Kamani Natural Monument (Upright Stones)
http://bulgariatravel.org/en/object/337/Dikilitash_Pobiti_kamyni

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

18

The natural phenomenon Pobiti Kamani, also known as The Stone Forest and Dikilitash, is situated on an area of 7 square km at a distance of about 18-20 km from
the city of Varna, and a few kilometers from the town of Beloslav.The natural landmark consists of an ensemble of stone columns, up to 10 meters high, hollow or
thick cylinders, crossed cones, variously shaped and sized rock blocks and multiple stone pieces, spilled around the entire complex.The Pobiti Kamani had been
famous as a sacral place since antiquity, but they were documented for the first time in 1829. They were declared a natural landmark by Order No РД-817 of 23
August 2002.For thousands of years the nature has carved stone pieces in order to turn them into impressive sculptures, which look like people, animals, monsters,
mythical creatures, etc. “The Stone Guards”, “The Camel”, “The Throne”, “The Stone Forest” are names of just a part of these natural pieces of art.
The ensemble “Dikilitash Group” is the most famous and attractive for the tourists. It is situated at about 18 km west from Varna and is easily accessible from Route
Е70. The complex consists of more than 300 different in size columns. The Strashimirovska Groups is also impressive. It is situated to the south of the basic group,
near the village of Strashimirovo, and consists of four closely situated ensembles containing structures with various sizes and shapes.The groups “Slanchevo” and
“Banovo” are situated in the localities of the villages with the same names, and also have their own charm.
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Map 4. UNESCO Heritage Sites (marked in yellow) and tentative sites (marked in orange), Bulgaria
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Georgia
Properties inscribed on the World Heritage List (3) – Cultural:




Bagrati Cathedral and Gelati Monastery (1994)
Historical Monuments of Mtskheta (1994)
Upper Svaneti (1996)
UNESCO Heritage Attractions

Nr.
01.

Name
Bagrati Cathedral and Gelati Monastery

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

Site ID Card
City of Kutaisi, Region of Imereti
N42 15 43.992 E42 42 59.004
Date of Inscription: 1994
Criteria: (iv)
Property : 7.87 ha
Buffer zone: 11 ha

Century / Year of
Construction
th

th

10 -13 cc.
th
th
12 -17 cc.
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The cathedral and monastery are located in the town of Kutaisi and represent the flowering of medieval architecture in Georgia.The Cathedral of the Dormition, or
th
the Kutaisi Cathedral, more commonly known as Bagrati Cathedral, is the 11 -century cathedral church in the center of Kutaisi. The construction of Bagrati
th
th
Cathedral, named after Bagrat III, the first king of united Georgia, started at the end of the 10 century and was completed in the early years of the 11 century.
Bagrati Cathedral is located on a hill on the left bank of the Rioni River, and it is reached by a long, winding stairway. Partly destroyed by the Turks in 1691, it had
been under continuous conservation and restoration works since 1952. Officially rebuilt on September 16, 2012,the cathedral attracts many pilgrims and tourists
andrepresents a symbol of the whole city of Kutaisi.
th

02.

th

The Gelati Monastery, whose main buildings were erected between the 12 and 17 centuries,is located 13 km outside the center of Kutaisi. It is a well-preserved
complex with wonderful architecture, mosaics, wall paintings, enamel and metal work. The monastery belongs to the 'golden age' of medieval Georgia, a period of
political strength and economic growth between the reigns of King David IV 'the Builder' (1089-1125) and Queen Tamar (1184-1213). The monastery comprises the
th
Church of the Virgin founded by the King David the Builder in 1106 AD (finished in 1130 AD), and the 13 -century churches of St. George and St Nicholas. Other
th
th
buildings were added to the monastery throughout the 13 and early 14 centuries.Themonastery had an Academy which employed some of the most celebrated
Georgian scientists, theologians and philosophers. Being the center of enlightenment and culture of Medieval Georgia the monastery was known as the “New
th
Athos” and “New Jerusalem”. In 1510 during the Turkish invasion, the church was destructed by fire. Restoration work began in the early 16 century when it
th
became the residence of the Katholikos of western Georgia. Gelati Monastery lost its episcopal role in the early 19 century when Georgia was annexed by
Russia.King David tomb is located in the monastery, not far from the great Cathedral of the Virgin Mary, whose stunning altar mosaic is one of the undoubted
masterpieces of sacred art in Georgia.
th
th
City of Mtskheta, Region of MtskhetaHistorical Monuments of Mtskheta
4 c.-11 c.
Mtianeti
Coordinates: (N41 50 38.004 E44 42
59.004)
Date of Inscription: 1994
Criteria: (iii)(iv)
Property : 3.85 ha
Buffer zone: 8.73 ha
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The strategic location of Mtskheta at the crossing of ancient trade routes and the confluence of the Aragvi and Mtkvari rivers, its mild climate, and its fertile soil
contributed to early human settlement in the area (3000-2000 BC).The town is named after Mtskhetos, son of Kartlos - the legendary progenitor of the Georgian
people. Already a town of some significance in pagan times, it gained importance as the site of the first Christian church in Georgia.Christianity was brought to
th
Mtskheta in the 4 century by St Nino, and became the official state religion in 334. The first wooden church was built in the palace garden, where the
Svetitskhoveli church now stands. The coming of Christianity resulted in intensive building activity to meet the requirements of the new religion, and many of these
monuments have survived to the present day. Today Mtskheta is no longer the capital of the country, but it is still the spiritual capital and home to two of Georgia’s
greatest churches - Svetitskhoveli and Jvari.The historic churches of Mtskheta, are outstanding examples of medieval religious architecture in the Caucasus. They
show the high artistic and cultural level attained by this ancient kingdom.
th

The Svetitskhoveli complex in the center of the town includes the 11 century cathedral, the palace and gates of the Katolikos Melchizedek from the same period,
th
and the 18 -century gates of Irkali II.Svetitskhoveli is the royal cathedral of Georgia, used for centuries for the coronation and burial of Georgian monarchs. More
st
importantly, it is considered one of the holiest places in Georgia since the Robe of Christ is buried here, having been brought to Georgia in the 1 century by a Jew
from Mtskheta named Elias. The story tells that on his return to Mtskheta, his sister Sidonia came out to meet him and, on seeing the sacred robe, was so overcome
with emotion that she clutched it to her breast and died in a state of religious ecstasy. As it was impossible to take the robe from her grasp, it was buried with her
th
near the confluence of the two rivers where the 11 century cathedral is now located.
Opposite Svetitskhoveli on the top of the hill on the left bank of the Aragvi river is the Mtskhetis Jvari (Church of the Holy Rood), the most sacred place in Georgia,
th
where in the 4 c. a cross(“jvari” in Georgian) was erected by the missionary St. Nino to replace heathen idols. Two centuries later Prince Stepanoz built this tetraconch church on the same spot.The complex contains several buildings from different periods.

03.

The third important monument of Mtskheta is Samtavro (the Place of the Ruler) in the northern part of the town, where,according to the legend, St. Nino lived and
th
th
prayed. A small domed church was built in the 4 century and survives in a much-restored condition. The main church of Samtavro, built in the early 11 century, is
cruciform and domed and containes the graves of Mirian, the first Georgian king who adopted Christianity, and his wife Queen Nana. In addition to these two
th
churches, there is also a 16 -century two-storey bell tower and a number of monastic structures at Samtavro.
th
Village of Chazhashi, Mestia district,
Starting from 12 c.
Upper Svaneti
Region of Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti
Coordinates : (N42 54 59.004 E43 0
41.004)
Date of Inscription: 1996
Criteria: (iv)(v)
Property : 1.06 ha
Buffer zone: 19 ha
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The mountainous region of Upper Svaneti occupies the upper reaches of the lnguri river basin, between the Caucasus and Svaneti ranges. Preserved by its long
isolation, the Upper Svaneti is an exceptional example of mountain scenery with medieval-type villages and tower-houses. The most notable feature of the
settlements is the abundance of towers, especially in Mestia and the frontier villages, such as Ushguli and Latali. The village of Chazhashi still has more than 200 of
these very unusual houses, which were used both as dwellings and as defense posts against the invaders who plagued the region.These towers usually have from
three to five storeys and the thickness of the walls decreases, giving the towers a slender, tapering profile.
Mestia is the administrative centre of Svaneti and a good place to become acquainted with the unique culture of the region. One of the typical Svanetian
watchtower houses is open to the public, while the Museum of History & Ethnography has an excellent exhibition on Svanetian life as well as a superb treasury of
mediaeval icons and processional crosses.
Ushguli - Built at an astonishing 2400m above sea-level, Ushguli is the highest permanent settlement in Europe and one of the most scenic spots in Georgia. The
village’s many mediaeval watchtowers are set against a background of alpine meadows, above which the great peak of Mt. Shkhara towers at a height of 5068m the highest in Georgia. The village is situated at the confluence of the Black and lnguri rivers, an easily defensible location. It is protected by two castles above and
below the village; the lower castle, known as Queen Tamari castle, has a small hall church known as Lashkdash; another church known as Matskhvar in which
th
medieval wall paintings are preserved stands on a nearby hill. The 12 century Lamaria church set against the backdrop of this snow-capped giant is a sight you will
remember for the rest of your life.
During the Middle Ages (under George II and his daughter Tamar), Svaneti was one of the cultural centers of the Georgian Kingdom, famous for its schools of
metalwork, painting, wood carving, and architecture. These skills were employed by the Church and most of the churches in Upper Svaneti date from this period.
With very few priests, but many of the so-called “family churches”, Svaneti reminds us how independent and self-sufficient the Svan people are and how their
cultural and religious practices differ from those of the rest of Georgia. Painting the interior of the church is a centuries-old tradition, but in Svaneti frescoes are
found outside the church as well and this is what makes the region unique. Visiting the medieval Lenjeri church, painted inside and out, you will understand that for
the Svan people the church is much more than just a place of worship.
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Map 5. UNESCO Heritage Sites, Georgia

Properties submitted on the Tentative List (15):





Alaverdi Cathedral (2007);
Ananuri (2007);
Colchis Wetlands and Forests (2007);
David Gareja Monasteries and Hermitage (2007);
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Dmanisi Hominid Archaeological Site (2007);
Gremi Church of Archangels and Royal Tower (2007);
Kvetera Church (2007);
Mta-Tusheti (2007);
Nicortsminda Cathedral (2007);
Samtavisi Cathedral (2007);
Shatili (2007);
Tbilisi Historic District (2007);
Uplistsikhe Cave Town (2007);
Vani (2007);
Vardzia-Khertvisi (2007);
Gelati Monastery (2013).
UNESCO Tentative List

Nr.
01.

Name
Alaverdi Cathedral

Location
Akhmeta District, Kakheti Region
Coordinates: N42 02 E45 22

Century / Year of
Construction
th

first half of the 11 c.

http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5221/
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th

Since the 11 century the Royal Monastery of Alaverdi represents a sacred place for the Kings of Kakheti - Hereti area of Georgia, as well the dwelling place of
many Georgian saints and monks. Situated in the heart of the world's oldest wine region, the monastery and its wine cellar has become one of the core places of
Qvevri type Kakhetian traditional wine making.
Alaverdi St. George Cathedral stands 18 km from the town of Telavi in the fertile Alazani-River valleyat the foot of the Great Caucasus Mountain. Its surrounding
th
wallsenclose the cathedral, monastic refectory, wine cellars, baths, dwelling houses and the 17 century governor’s residence from a time when Kakheti was under
th
th
Islamic rule.Earliest structures of Alaverdi Monastery date back to 6 century, while the present day Cathedral is part of an 11 century Georgian Orthodox
monastery. The Monastery was founded by the monk Joseph (Abba) Alaverdeli, who came from Antioch and settled in Alaverdi, at that time a small village and the
th
former pagan religious center dedicated to Moon. At the beginning of 11 century, Kakhetian King Kvirike the Great built a cathedral in the place of a small church
of St. George.
At a height of over 55 meters, Alaverdi Cathedral is the second tallest religious building in Georgia, after Holy Trinity Cathedral of Tbilisi, which was consecrated in
2004. It is a cross with three apses inscribed in a rectangle. In the western part of the building, there are galleries on the second tier of the side naves. The interior
of the cathedral is extremely imposing and has no analogy in Georgia, although its overall size is smaller than the cathedral of Svetitskhoveli in Mtskheta. Outside
the Cathedral is devoid of embellishments, and the facades have monumental blind arcades and niches for decoration, which give the entire structure an air of
monumentality and solemnity. The walls are of fieldstone faced with hewn slabs of shirimi water tuff, now badly weathered.
th

02.

Alaverdi Royal Monastery is historically known by its qvevris and outstanding cellar built by the King Kvirike in the 11 century.Today, monastery Wine “since 1011”
is a millennium brand of Alaverdi Monastery Cellar made by the Alaverdi Monastery congregate. The wine is produced by endemic variety of Kakhetian vine in
unique clay vessel – Qvevri. The monastery is also the focus of the annual religious and folk celebration Alaverdoba, with its roots in a harvest festival.
th
Ananuri, Mtskheta-Mtianeti Region
17 c.
Ananuri
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5222/
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th

03.

The Ananuri fortified ensemble, dating from the 17 century, is located on the left bank of the Aragvi River, along the famous original Georgian Military Highway,
th
66km from Tbilisi. Ananuri was a castle and seat of the eristavis (Dukes) of Aragvi, a feudal dynasty which ruled the area from the 13 century. The castle was the
th
scene of numerous battles and remained in use until the beginning of the 19 century.The fortifications consist of two castles joined by a crenellated curtain wall.It
incorporates a circuit wall with turrets, a porch, a Church of Virgin, a minor Church of Gvtaeba, a tower with a stepped pyramidal roof of Svanetian type, a singlenave Church Mkurnali, tower Sheupovari, a bell-tower, a spring and a reservoir. In the Church of the Virgin are buried some of the Eristavis (dukes) of Aragvi. The
interior is no longer decorated, but of interest is a stone baldaquin erected by the widow of the Duke Edishera, who died in 1674.The Church of the Assumption,
built in 1689, has richly decorated facades with the fine relief carvings featuring human, animal and floral images, including a carved north entrance. It also contains
h
th
the remains of a number of beautiful frescoes, most of which were destroyed by the fire in the 18t century.The wall paintings executed between the 17 and the
th
18 centuries contain the depiction of Thirteen Assyrian Fathers (prominent ecclesiastical figures), which represent a convincible evidence for the study of the
iconography of these figures.The fortress overlooks the Zhinvali reservoir, which provides Tbilisi with drinking and utility water. The views of the reservoir and
surrounding mountains are spectacular.
Zugdidi, Khobi, Lanchkhuti, Senaki and
National Park was
Colchis (Kolkheti) Wetlands and Forests
Abasha Districts, Ajaria AR, Kobuleti
Established in 1998
District
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5223/
Director: Zurab Jibladze
http://apa.gov.ge/en/protected-areas/cattestone/kolxetis-erovnuli-parkis-administracia
Address: 222 Guria St,
Poti
Tel: 577 975 959
E-mail:
zjibladze@apa.gov.ge
Facebook: Kolkheti
National Park
Administration
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The area of Colchis (Kolkheti) Wetlands and Forestsis located in western Georgia, along the coast of the Black Sea. It is one of the last remains of the landscape belt,
rich in tropical and sub-tropical habitats, which existed some ten million years ago and stretched as an almost unbroken line over the vast Eurasian continent. This is
the unique territory with its biodiversity, wetlands and forest ecosystems variety, high endemism, richness in relics of the tertiary period and especial objects of
geological and palaeontological importance.The total area of Colchis wetlands and forests is c. 74 826 ha. Due to its uniqueness, Colchis wetlands ecosystems were
given a status of international importance under the Ramsar Convention in 1997.Kolkheti National Park was established in 1988 in order to protect and maintain
Kolkheti wetland ecosystems of International importance.It includes east coast line of Black Sea and Lake Paliastomi basin. Districts of the national park are located
on 5 administrative regions – Zugdidi, Khobi, Senaki, Abasha and Lanchkuti and are part of two historic parts of Georgia – Samegrelo and Guria.
TheColchis wetlands are fed by frequent and often heavy rains (on average 2200 mm annual rainfall) and by a multitude of rivers and underground streams
(seepage) from the Atchara-Imereti and Greater Caucasus ranges.Here one can find the scenic lakes - Paleastomi, Patara Paleastomi, Imnati, Parto Tskali. The peat
bogs such as Anaklia, Churia, Nabada, Imnati, Maltakva, Grigoleti and Pichori that contain contemporary and fossil unbroken peat layers are located in the coastal
plain. In places peat layers may exceed 12 meters in thickness, the result of clay, sand, silt and peat deposits over the last 4000 to 6000 years.The warm, humid
climate and the dense hydrographical network have, to a great extent, contributed to the rich floristical composition and the development of rather diverse
vegetation.
The coastal zone together with the adjacent marine area lies along one of the main routes of migration of water-fowls and waders of Africa and Eurasia. Over 194
different bird species are found within the region, including 21 species of migratory birds. A number of species, such as Black Stork (Ciconia Nigra), Crane (Grus
grus), Great White Egret (Egretta alba), are on the verge of extinction and included in the Red Data Book of Georgia. The National Park together with other areas of
the Kolkheti lowlands is considered the homeland of the legendary Colchis pheasant. The park swamps, swamp rivers, lakes, swamped and wetland forests provide
a shelter for a number of endangered species, such as roe deer, boar, otter, Triturus vittatus, Emys orbicularis, Elaphe longisima. The marine area provides a
comparatively undisturbed habitat for dolphins (Delphinus delphis, Tursiops truncates, Phocoena phocoena).
Activities: Kolkheti National Park Administration offers boat tours on Lake Paliastomi and river Pichori gorge, as well as sport fishing, bird watching and ecoeducational tours. Tours are carried out throughout the year.

04.

Mythology: Colchis features in Greek mythology as the rim of the world, and has been mentioned in historical chronicles across western Asia and eastern Europe
since ancient times. Colchis appears in the myth of Jason and the Argonauts and his pursuit of the Golden Fleece. Colchis was also the land where the mythological
Prometheus was punished by being chained to a mountain while an eagle ate at his liver for revealing the secret of fire to humanity. Amazons also were said to be
of Scythian origin from Colchis. The main mythical characters from Colchis are Aeëtes, Eidyia, Pasiphaë, Circe, Medea, Chalciope and Absyrtus.
th
Sagarejo, Signagi and Dedoplistskaro 6 c.
David Gareja Monasteries and Hermitage
Districts, Kakheti Region
Coordinates: (N41 26 E45 22)
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5224/
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David Gareja is a rock-hewn Georgian Orthodox monastery complex located in the Kakheti region of Eastern Georgia, on the half-desert slopes of Mount Gareja,
approx. 70 km southeast of Tbilisi. The monastery is one of the most important landmarks of Georgia.It includes the complex of 19 Medieval monasteries with
th
approximately 5 000 cells for monks, refectories and living quarters hollowed out of the rock face. David Gareja Cave Monastery was founded in the 6 century by
David, one of the 13 Syrian Fathers who preached Christianity to the Georgian people. The most ancient is Lavra Monastery holding the tomb of Father David, while
the painted caves of Udabno Monastery look out over a starkly beautiful landscape of striated valleys and windswept ridges giving stunning views over to
neighboring Azerbaijan.Part of the complex is located in the Agstafa rayon of Azerbaijan and has become subject to a border dispute between Georgia and
Azerbaijan.
This site is characterized by a unique combination of historic architecture, prehistoric archaeological sites, rich palaeonthological fields and important biogeographical features widely spread within the arid and semiarid landscape of the river Iori plateau. The dozens of cave monasteries decorated with unique
frescoes are the best examples of harmonious interaction of man-made structures with the dramatic landscape. They bear the traditional principles of sustainable
living and are considered as the masterpieces of Georgian Medieval art.The archaeological excavations have revealed the remains of Acheulian, Mousterian, KuraAraxes, and Trialeti cultures. Urban-type settlements of the Late Bronze and Iron Ages have also been discovered.
In Medieval times, Gareja desert with its rock-cut monasteries and magnificent murals containing the portraits of Georgian Kings, served as one of the most
important monastic and pilgrimage centers of Georgia. It was a Royal monastery with a primary and figurative meaning. The Kings themselves patronized and took
th
th
care of it.The period between the end of 10 century to the beginning of 13 century was a golden age of Gareja monasteries when the Gareja School of painting
was developed.

05.

After the restoration of Georgia's independence in 1991, the monastery life in David Gareja was revived. Today, the monastery remains active and serves as a
popular destination of tourism and pilgrimage.
Bolnisi District, Lower Cartli Region,
1,75 million years
Dmanisi Hominid Archaeological Site
Georgia
http://dmanisi.ge/
Coordinates: (N44 20 E41)
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5225/
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Dmanisi Hominid Archaeological Site is located about 85 km south-west of Tbilisi and buried below the ruins of the medieval town of Dmanisi, in the Mashavera
River Valley. Recent excavations of Dmanisi (1991 up to present) have revealed an extraordinary record of the earliest hominid dispersal beyond Africa (1,75 million
years ago). Several hominid individuals along with abundant well-preserved remains of fossil animals and stone artefacts have been found. The Dmanisi specimens
are the most primitive and small-brained humans found outside of Africa to be attributed to Homo erectus sensu lato, and they are the closest to the presumed
Homo habilis-like stream. Dmanisi hominins were meat-eaters as shown by the cut marks found on animal bones.An increase in meat eating is thought to be an
important step for the hominins to spread out of Africa since there is less food available during winter at the higher latitudes such as Dmanisi.Also, these pioneers
were armed with primitive stone tools, and did not possess the well-developed tool-making techniques researchers had expected. As a consequence, it is widely
recognized that Dmanisi discoveries have changed scientist's knowledge concerning the migration of homo from Africa to the European continent. The skull of one
of these first Europeans is now kept at the State Museum of Georgia in Tbilisi, while at Dmanisi itself you can see the site of the on-going excavations as well as the
churches, the remains of the palace and baths enclosed in the walls of this medieval town.Located on the confluence of trading routes and cultural influences,
Dmanisi was of particular importance, growing into a major commercial center of medieval Georgia.

06.

Dmanisi Museum-Reserve at the archaeological site of Dmanisi is seasonal (spring-autumn). It is open daily except Mondays and public holidays.Opening hours
10:00 to 17:00 (16:30 - last entry). Prices:Adult - 3 GEL, groups up to 10 person - 25 GEL. Guided tours are available in Georgian, English, German and Russian.
th
Kakheti Region, Telavi District, Georgia
16
Gremi Church of Archangels and Royal Tower
Coordinates: (N42 00 E45 39)
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5226/

th

Gremi is a 16 century architectural monument comprising the royal citadel and the Church of the Archangels in Kakheti Province, Georgia. The complex is what has
survived from the once flourishing town of Gremi and is located east of the present-day village of the same name in the Kvareli district, 175 kilometers east of
Tbilisi.City of Gremi, capital of vanished Kachetian Kingdom of Georgia, located on the Gilian-Shemakha branch of the Great Silk Road, was destroyed by the army of
th
Shah Abbas in 16 c. and never been restored since then. The ruins of Gremi city are now important Late Medieval archaeological site with ruins of churches, trading
arcades, baths and dwellings. Gremi attracts visitors with the well-preserved architectural complex: Church of Archangels Michael and Gabriel and the Royal
Tower.The Gremi Church was built and painted upon the order of King Leon in 1565 and has become a prototype for a whole group of other church buildings in
Georgia.A three-store towerwith a belfry on the top is erected beside the Church of Archangels.The church still has the frescos, while the adjacent tower serves as a
museum. The site of ancient Gremi has been renovated after being used as a hospital during Soviet times. Do not miss to climb the tower to enjoy the beautiful
view of the mountains from the top. There is also a small souvenir shop and a cafe with open-air sitting area.
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07.

Kvetera Church

Telavi District, Kakheti Region, Georgia
Coordinates: (N 42 2 E 45 6)

th

10 c.

http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5227/

08.

Kvetera Church is a Georgian Orthodox church located in the historic fortified town of Kvetera in Kakheti Province, approx. nine kilometers from Akhmeta.The town
th
of Kvetera used to be one of the centersof the Principality of Kakheti and dates back at least to 8 century AD. The Kvetera church is erected on the top of a hill
th
th
within the structure of the 10 century fortress.The church wasbuilt in the early part of the 10 century and itis a relatively small in size. The structure resembles
the Georgian cross-dome style of architecture. It is a tetraconch in plan (four-apse cross with four niches between apses) and is built of carefully hewn local tuffa
stone shirimi. The central square of the church is crowned with the dome, whichrests on a round tympanum. The facade of the church is not designed with a lot of
ornaments which is typical for Kakhetian churches of that period. Most of the facade is decorated with symmetrical arches.The church restauration was finished in
2014.
Tusheti District, Kakheti Region
http://www.tusheti.ge/
Mta-Tusheti
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5228/
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Mta-Tusheti is a small historic geographic region of Georgia tuckedinto country’s far northeast corner,high on the slopes of the Greater Caucasus Mountains. The
region covers the area of approximately 796 sq. km and is one of the most ecologically unspoiled regions in Caucasus. Tusheti is remarkable for the extraordinary
beauty of its alpine landscapes and represents the greatest importance as a habitat of numerous rare and endemic animal and vegetative species.Tusheti has two
main river valleys – the Pirikiti Alazani and the more southerly Gomtsari (Tushetis) Alazani – which meet below Omalo, the biggest village, then flow east into
Dagestan (Russia). Unique Tusheti’s architecture, represented by centuries old defensive koshkebi, still can be seen in many villages.Evidence of Tusheti’s old
animist religion is plentiful in the form of stone shrines called khatebi, decked with the horns of sacrificed goats or sheep, which women are not permitted to
approach.

09.

Tusheti has become a very popular summer hiking and horse-trekking area, but remains one of the country’s most isolating and pristine high-mountain regions. The
single road to Tusheti, over the nerve-jangling 2900m Abano Pass from Kakheti, is accessible only by 4WD. The road is passable from about early June to early
October.Today most Tusheti people go up to Tusheti in summer, to graze their sheep or cattle, attend festivals and cater for tourists. Only a couple of handfuls of
people live there all year round in deep isolation.Once you travel up to Tusheti you get the feeling of being in the middle of the wild universe where time has
stopped and you enjoy beautiful scenery, mighty mountains of the Great Caucasus, spectacular circular views from the top of the ridges, fascinating and remote
mountainous villages with stone built splendid houses, carved balconies, narrow lanes and of course Georgian hospitality.It’s easy to find homestays once you get
there.
Nicortsminda village, Racha Province,
1010-1014 AD
Nicortsminda Cathedral
Georgia
Coordinates: (N 42 27 E43 5)
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5229/

The Nicortsminda Cathedral of St. Nicholas is one of the most important architectural monuments of the medieval Georgia. It is located in the village bearing the
same name in the mountainous region Racha in Western Georgia. According to the epigraphy on the western entrance, Nicortsminda Cathedral was built during the
reign of King Bagrat III in 1010-1014 and was repaired in 1634 by the King Bagrat III of Imereti.Stylistically, Nikortsminda reflects the Georgian cross-dome style of
architecture.Cathedral is generously decorated with rich ornamental relief depicting Transfiguration, Doomsday and other evangelic subjects, which testify to the
th
richness of the selection of motifs, superb skill of the craftsmen and overall to the high artistic standards of the Georgian architecture of 11 c. The interior is
th
th
th
decorated with wall painting of 16 and 17 centuries with numerous portraits of feudal rulers.The chapels were added later, but also in the 11 century.Threeth
storied bell-tower next to the Cathedral was built in the second half of the 19 century.

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

33

10.

Samtavisi, Gori District, Shida Kartli
Province, Georgia

Samtavisi Cathedral
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5230/

th

11 c.

Coordinates: N42 00 E44 24

th

11.

The Samtavisi Cathedral is an 11 century Georgian Orthodox cathedral situated in eastern Georgia, in the region of Shida Kartli, some 45km from Tbilisi.Itstands on
the left bank of the Lekhura River, 11 km to the northfrom the town of Kaspi. Built in 1030 by architect Hillarion Samtavneli,the cathedral represents the pinnacle of
early Georgian stone-carving. Many of the ornamentations developed here were used as models for later and grandeur churches. In the interior there are fragments
th
th
of 17 century frescoes. Heavily damaged by a series of earthquakes, the cathedral was repaired several times. In the 15 century, the dome and the western wall
were built anew. Within the enclosed area of the Cathedral, there are the remains of the two-storied bishop’s residence and a small church. At the entry to the
enclosure stands a three-storied gate belfry of the late feudal period.The cathedral is now one of the centers of the Eparchy of Samtavisi and Gori of the Georgian
Orthodox Church.
th
Shatili, Mtskheta-Mtianeti Region
Shatili
7 c.
http://www.kuriositas.com/2012/09/shatili.html
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12.

Shatili is a unique medieval fortified highland village situated at 1400 m in the Arghuni river gorge in the Great Caucasus Mountains.It is located near the border
with Chechnya, in the historical Georgian province of Upper Khevsureti, which is now part of the modern-day region (mkhare) of Mtskheta-Mtianeti.Inhabited since
th
the7 century, Shatili’sfortresses and fortified dwellings cluster together to create a single chain of fortification which functioned both as a residential area and a
fortress, guarding the northeastern outskirts of the country.Even as recently as the eighteenth century the village was attacked by a force of thousands of Chechens
and Dagestan warriors. The fortress consists of the terraced structures dominated by flat-roofed dwellings and some 60 towers made of stone and mortar.The
houses extended to four or five storeys. On each level a different kind of livestock would be kept. The top floor was the living area for the family and the only one
with anything more than tiny slits for windows. The population of Shatili, along with that of most of the Khevsureti, was resettled under the pressure from the
Soviet authorities to the plains in the early 1950s. In the 1980s, when the communist stranglehold lessened, about twenty families returned back home to Shatili.
Today, the village is a favorite destination for tourists and mountain trekkers.Shatili is located in a very remote and isolated areaaccessible between June and the
end of September, with roads closed off for 9 months of the year and wintertime population around 30-50 people. To get there you need a 4WDcar. And, although
you can forget mobile phone calls, there is internet access in the few hotels which have been opened there. Do not miss to visit a privately build ethnological
museum and hear the stories about the brave Khevshurswhich used to dressin medieval-looking body-amours and swords until about 1960.
th
st
Cartli Region, Georgia
Tbilisi Historic District
6 c.-21 c.
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5233/
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Tbilisi (literally “Warm Spring”) is the capital and the largest city of Georgia, lying on the banks of the Mt’k'vari River. Until 1936 the city was called Tiflis in Russian
th
transcription. The town got its nameby the numerous warm sulfuric wells (translated from Georgian «tbili» means "warm"). Founded in the 5 century by Vakhtang
th
Gorgasali, the Georgian King of Iberia, and made into a capital in the 6 century, Tbilisi has more than 1500 years of recorded history and is one of the most ancient
cities of the world. Located strategically at the crossroads between Europe and Asia and lying along the historic Silk Road routes, Tbilisi has often been a point of
contention between various rival powers and empires. The history of the city can be seen by its architecture.

13.

The city is filled by unique national flavor. Almost all buildings in historical city center and at the bottom of mountain Mtatsminda represent historical or cultural
monuments. Georgian Orthodox church, the Armenian Apostolic church, the Synagogue and the Muslim mosque are located in the very center of old Tbilisi. By the
quantity of cultural monuments and constructions, Tbilisi is among the richest cities of the world. Here is the list of some sights in Tbilisi:
st

The Holy Trinity Cathedral, commonly known as "Sameba" Cathedral ( 21 century) is the main Georgian Orthodox Cathedral and it is listed among the
largest Orthodox churches in the world;
th

Metechi" Cathedral " ( 13 century) with the monument of the founder of Tbilisi - Vakhtang Gorgasali;
th

Anchiskhati Basilica – is the oldest surviving church in Tbilisi (6 century);

Abanotubani – is the ancient district of Tbilisi, known for its sulfuric baths;

"Narikala” Fortress with a beautiful temple in its yard. Memorable photos could be taken from the top of towers.

The modern bridge, named "WORLD BRIDGE" by the country president, which is the second in the world by the complexity of its architecture.

"Sioni" Temple, located on the left coast of the bridge and well-known by its wonder-making icons. Sion Cathedral – is the current residence of the
Catholicos of Georgia.

Mountain "Mtatsminda" with famous wonderful garden "Funiculer" (mountain lift), from which one can clearly view all Tbilisi.

Тhe Pantheon where many famous writers, actors, scientists, and national heroes of Georgia are buried.

Sharden street;

Shota Rustaveli Avenue;
 Paliashvili Opera building (1851);
 Open Air Museum of Ethnography – it is essentially a historic village populated by buildings moved there from all main territorial subdivisions of Georgia.
Gori district, Shida Kartli Province,
Early Iron Age to the Late
Uplistsikhe Cave Town
Georgia
Middle Ages
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5234/
Coordinates: (N41 58 E44 12)
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Uplistsikhe ("the lord's fortress") is an ancient rock-hewn town in eastern Georgia, some 10 kilometers east of the town of Gori. The town is mentioned in chronicles
from earliest times and is consideredone of the oldest urban settlements and the oldest cave town in Georgia. Cave settlements such as Uplistsikhe are known
along the Mtkvari River from at least the fifth century BC, while rock cut architecture in the context of Georgian Christianity is known from Zedazeni and Garedzhi
from the sixth century AD. Strategically located in the heartland of ancient kingdom of Kartli (Iberia), it emerged as a major political and religious center of the
st
th
country. Back in the 1 millennium BC it was already a flourishing city situated on the great Silk Road. With the Christianization of Kartli early in the 4 century,
th
th
Uplistsikhe seems to have declined in its importance to reemerge as a principal Georgian stronghold during the Muslim conquest in the 8 and 9 century. The
th
town was abandoned after the Mongol raids in 14 c.

14.

Built on a high rocky left bank of the Mtkvari River, Uplistsikhe contains various structures dating from the Early Iron Age to the Late Middle Ages, and is notable for
the unique combination of various styles of rock-cut cultures from Anatolia and Iran, as well as the co-existence of pagan and Christian architecture. Visitors can still
walk among the ancient streets, rock-carved theatre, royal halls, pharmacy, pagan temples and Christian churches, while the remains of granaries and large clay
wine vessels give us some clue as to the daily life of the inhabitants.The majority of the caves are devoid of any decorations. Archaeological excavations have
revealed extraordinary artefacts of different epochs: beautiful golden, silver and bronze jewelry, magnificent samples of ceramics and sculptures.The Uplistsikhe
cave complex covers an area of approximately 8 hectares and has been on the tentative list for inclusion into the UNESCO World Heritage program since 2007.
th st
Imereti Region, Georgia
7 -1 cc. BC
Vani
Coordinates: (N 42 4 E42 30)
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5235/

th

st

Vani (7 -1 centuries BC) is an ancient temple city in the Colchis Lowlands located on the western bank of the Sulori River at its confluence with the Rioni River,41
km southwest from the regional capital Kutaisi. It is positioned on a hill bordered by two ravines and overlooks the plains through which the Rioni River flows.
Ancient Colchians chose this strategic location as the political, economic and spiritual center of their community.
Vani is best known for the extensive archaeological excavations that have taken place there over the past 100 years. The name of this ancient city is still unknown
th
th
but four distinct stages of uninterrupted occupation have been identified. The first phase is dated to the 8 to 7 centuries BC. In this period Vani is presumed to
have been a major cult center. Later,it becamethe center of a political-administrative unit of the kingdom of Colchis. Although only a third of the site has been
studied, it has produced an astonishing number of artefacts: Colchis pottery, exquisite golden jewelry unique to Colchis, imported Greek luxury items, graceful
bronze sculptures and a vast array of funerary pieces. All the artefacts are now on display at the Georgian State Museum in Tbilisi. The city was destroyed in the
st
mid-1 century BC. In town Vani there is an interesting museum (founded in 1985), where some unique pieces of the ancient Colchis are exhibited.
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15.

Vardzia-Khertvisi
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5236/
http://heritagesites.ge/?lang=eng&page=305

Aspindza District, Samtskhe-Javakheti
Region, Georgia
Coordinates: N41 24 E43 20

th

12 c.

Open: 10:00 AM - 07:00 PM, six days
per week; Day off – Monday

Vardzia is a huge cave monastery complex in southern Georgia, excavated from the slopes of the Erusheti Mountain on the left bank of the Mtkvari River, thirty
nd
kilometres from Aspindza. The excavations have shown that the area of Vardzia was inhabited during the Bronze Age and indicated the reach of Trialeti culture (2
th
millennium BC). Four distinct building phases have been identified at Vardzia, but the main period of construction was the second half of the 12 century during the
reign of King George III and his hair and successor- Queen Tamar.Besides the monastery, the greater Vardzia area includes the early eleventh-century church at
Zeda Vardzia (Upper Vardzia) and the tenth- to twelfth-century rock village and cave churches of Ananauri. Located at 1300 m above sea level the caves stretch
along the cliff for approx. five hundred meters and in up to nineteen tiers which were connected by an elaborate system of tunnels. Vardzia complex had living
quarters, refectories, barns, wine storing facilities (marani), stables, a pharmacy, a bakery, libraries and defense system. Twenty-five wine cellars with 185 wine jars
sunk into the floor document the importance of viticulture to the monastic economy. The town had potable water supply and a sewerage system. At its heydays,
the complex had some 3000 caves and could house around 50,000 people.The Persian Safavid chronicler Hasan Bey Rumlu describes Vardzia as a "wonder",
"impregnable as the wall of Alexander the Great". The Church of the Dormition, dating to the 1180s during the golden age of Tamar and Rustaveli, was the central
spiritual and monumental focus of the site. The church has an important series of wall paintings considered of crucial significance in the development of the
Medieval Georgian mural painting.After the arrival of the Ottomans in 1578, the monks departed and the site was abandoned. Today, this cave town which survived
earthquakes and invasions, once again houses a working monastery.Since 1985 the site has formed part of the Vardzia Historical–Architectural Museum-Reserve,
which includes forty-six architectural sites, twelve archaeological sites, and twenty-one sites of monumental art. In 1999 Vardzia-Khertvisi was submitted for
inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List.
Khertvisi fortress is one of the oldest fortresses in Georgia and was functional throughout the Georgian feudal period. It is situated in Southern Georgia, in Meskheti
region, some 15 km to the north from Vardzia. Its strategic location guards the road connecting the towns of Akhalkalaki and Akhaltsikhe.Withthe length of more
than 150 m and with of 30 meters, Khertvisi is also one of the biggest fortresses in Georgia.Its 1.5 meter thick walls raise up to 20 meters in height.A fortification
nd
was first built on the site in the 2 century BC but was reputedly destroyed by Alexander the Great. The present fortress dates from the fourteenth century (1354),
th
th
th
while the church was constructedearlier - in 985. In the 10 -11 centuries the fortress was the center of Meskheti region. During the 12 century it became a town.
th
th
In the 13 century Mongols destroyed it and until the 15 century it lost its power.Khertvisi Fortress had a vital role in the defense of the region since it stands
above the confluence of the Mtkvari and Paravani rivers. No matter which way the enemy invaded, they had to pass this point. Yet today the fortress still stands
defiantly on its rocky promontory with its towers and secret tunnels and is now rather more welcoming of visitors.
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Map 5. UNESCO Heritage Sites (marked in yellow) and tentative sites (marked in orange), Georgia
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Turkey
Properties inscribed on the World Heritage List (4 out of 13) – Cultural:





Selimiye Mosque and its Social Complex (2011);
Historic Areas of Istanbul (1985);
City of Safranbolu (1994);
Hattusha: the Hittite Capital (1986).
UNESCO Heritage Attractions

Nr.
01.

Name
Selimiye Mosque and its Social Complex
http://www.selimiyemosque.net/

Site ID Card
Edirne, Turkey
Coordinates: (N41 40 40 E26 33 34)
Date of Inscription: 2011
Criteria: (i)(iv)
Property : 2.50 ha
Buffer zone: 38 ha

Century / Year of
Construction
th

16 c.

The square Mosque with its single great dome and four slender minarets, dominates the skyline of the former Ottoman capital of Edirne.The mosque was
commissioned by Sultan Selim II, and was built by an architect named Mimar Sinan between 1569 and 1575. Sinan, the most famous of Ottoman architects in the
th
16 century, considered the complex, which includes madrasas (Islamic schools), a covered market, clock house, outer courtyard and library, to be his best work.
While conventional mosques were limited by a segmented interior, Sinan's effort at Edirne was a structure that made it possible to see the mihrab (a semicircular
niche in the wall of a mosque that indicates the qibla- the direction of the Kaaba in Mecca) from any location within the mosque. The interior decoration using Iznik
tiles from the peak period of their production testifies to an art form that remains unsurpassed in this material. The complex is considered to be the most
harmonious expression ever achieved of the Ottoman külliye, a group of buildings constructed around a mosque and managed as a single institution.
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02.

Historic Areas of Istanbul

City and Province of Istanbul
Coordinates: (N41 0 30.492 E28 58
47.748)
Date of Inscription: 1985
Criteria: (i)(ii)(iii)(iv)
Property : 678 ha

With its strategic location on the Bosphorus peninsula between the Balkans and Anatolia, the Black Sea and the Mediterranean, Istanbul has been associated with
major political, religious and artistic events for more than 2,000 years. The Outstanding Universal Value of Istanbul resides in its unique integration of architectural
masterpieces that reflect the meeting of Europe and Asia over many centuries, and in its incomparable skyline formed by the creative genius of Byzantine and
Ottoman architects. This distinctive and characteristic skyline of Istanbul encompasses the Hagia Sophia whose vast dome reflects the architectural and decorative
th
th
th
expertise of the 6 century, the 15 century Fatih complex and Topkapi Palace - that was continually extended until the 19 century, the Süleymaniye Mosque
th
th
complex and Sehzade Mosque complex, works of the chief architect Sinan, reflecting the climax of Ottoman architecture in the 16 century, the 17 century Blue
Mosque and the slender minarets of the New Mosque near the port completed in 1664.
The World Heritage site covers four zones, illustrating the major phases of the city's history using its most prestigious monuments:

the Archaeological Park, which in 1953 and 1956 was defined at the tip of the peninsula;

the Süleymaniye quarter, protected in 1980 and 1981;

the Zeyrek quarter, protected in 1979;

the zone of the ramparts, protected in 1981.
The ancient city and the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire are both represented: by the hippodrome of Constantine (324) in the Archaeological Park, by the
aqueduct of Valens (378) in the Süleymaniye quarter, and by the ramparts built starting in 413 upon the order of Theodosius II, located in the last of the four zones.
The capital of the Byzantine Empire is highlighted by several major monuments. In the Archaeological Park there are the churches of St. Sophia and St. Irene, which
were built in the reign of Justinian (527-65); In the Zeyrek quarter there is the ancient Pantocrator Monastery which was founded under John II Comnenus (1118-43)
by the Empress Irene; in the zone of the ramparts there is the old church of the Holy Saviour in Chora (now the Kariye Camii) with its marvelous mosaics and
th
th
th
th
paintings from the 14 and 15 centuries. Moreover, the current layout of the walls results from modifications performed in the 7 and 12 centuries to include
the quarter and the Palace of the Blachernes.
The capital of the Ottoman Empire is represented by its most important monuments: Topkapı Saray and the Blue Mosque in the archaeological zone; the Sehzade
and Süleymaniye mosques, which are two of the architect Koça Sinan's major works, constructed under Süleyman the Magnificent (1520-66) in the Süleymaniye
quarter; and the vernacular settlement vestiges of this quarter (525 wooden houses which are listed and protected).

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

41

03.

Safranbolu, Karabük Province, Turkey

City of Safranbolu

th

th

From the 13 century to the advent of the railway in the early 20 century, Safranbolu was an important caravan station on the main East–West trade route.
th
The Old Mosque, Old Bath and Süleyman Pasha Medrese were built in 1322. During its apogee in the 17 century, Safranbolu's architecture influenced urban
development throughout much of the Ottoman Empire.
Safranbolu is a typical Ottoman city that has survived to the present day. It also displays an interesting interaction between the topography and the historic
settlement. By virtue of its key role in the caravan trade over many centuries, Safranbolu enjoyed great prosperity and as a result it set a standard in public and
domestic architecture that exercised a great influence on urban development over a large area of the Ottoman Empire. The architectural forms of the buildings and
the streets are illustrative of their period. The caravan trade was for centuries the main commercial link between the Orient and Europe. As a result, towns of a
th
characteristic type grew up along its route. With the coming of railways in the 19 century, these towns abruptly lost their raison d'être, and most of them were
adapted to other economic bases. Safranbolu was not affected in this way and as a result has preserved its original form and buildings to a remarkable extent.
th

The site of Safranbolu has been occupied by human settlements since prehistory, as evidenced by rock-cut tombs. The Turks conquered the town in the 11 century
th
and in the 13 century it became an important caravan station on the main east-west trade route. Surviving buildings from this early period include the Old
Mosque, Old Bath, and Medresse of Süleyman Pasha, all built in 1322.
th

The caravan trade reached its apogee in the 17 century, when the central market was extended to meet the requirements of travelers. Many buildings survive
from this period, including the Cinci Inn with its 60 guestrooms (1640-48), Koprülü Mosque (1661) and Let Pasha Mosque (1796), as well as many stores, stables and
baths. Changes in trading structures and the advent of the railways brought this long period of prosperity to an end in the early 20th century. The town underwent a
period of economic deprivation until the building of the Karabük steelworks, which provided a great deal of employment in the region.
Safranbolu consists of four distinct districts: the market place area of the inner city, known as Çukur (The Hole), the area of Kıranköy, Bağlar (The Vineyards), and an
area of more recent settlement outside the historic area. The original Turkish settlement was immediately in the south of the citadel and developed to the southeast.
Safranbolu is a real gem of a town, full (at least in the Çarşı district) of wonderful preserved or renovated Ottoman houses, connected by winding bazaar streets full
of food stalls, shoe-makers and coppersmiths. It’s the kind of place where you’ll get lost fairly quickly, but soon find yourself being invited in for tea and dried
mulberries by a dried-orchid-root salesman. Or being invited in to the town simit bakery (the ubiquitous Turkish twisted ring bagel) and being patiently shown
exactly how to make them. It’s also famous for its special saffron lokum (Turkish delight).
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04.

Hattusha: the Hittite Capital
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/377
http://www.hattuscha.de/English/english1.htm

Boğazkale, District of Sungurlu, Çorum
Province
Coordinates: (N40 0 50.004 E34 37
14.016)
Date of Inscription: 1986
Criteria: (i)(ii)(iii)(iv)
Property : 268 ha

nd

2 millennium B.C

Deep in the heart of Anatolia, approximately 150 km east of Ankara and near the northern border of ancient Cappadocia, the center of a powerful empire was
located: Hattusha, the Capital city of the Hittites. From about 1650/1600 to 1200 BC (late Bronze Age), the Great Kings of Hattusha ruled an empire that reached
across the broad lands of Anatolia, extending at times even into the north of Syria; they conquered Babylon, and Troy was apparently one of their vasals. Besides
Egypt and Assyria/Babylonia the Hittites were the third superpower of the Ancient Near East.
Hattusha’s ruins lie near modern town of Boğazkale, within the great loop of the Kızılırmak River, and form an archaeological open air museum, as part of a
th
Historical National Park. The first "settling in" around Boğazkale took place in the 6 millennium BC during the Chalcolithic period, when small widely scattered
rd
hamlets appeared most particularly on mountain slopes and rocky outcroppings.Late in the 3 millennium BC, towards the end of the Early Bronze Age, a Hattian (a
pre-Hittite population) settlement developed, marking the beginning of continuous occupation at the site.During the Middle Bronze Age the Hattian occupation
th
th
grew into a city of such significance that a Karum was established here in the 19 and 18 centuries BC - a trading post of Assyrian merchants who had come from
th
Assur. By the second half of the 17 century BC a Hittite king had chosen the site as his residence and capital. In its heydays, the city comprised an area of almost 1
square kilometer and was protected by a massive fortification wall. On the high ridge of Büyükkale was the residence of the Great King, and the city lay on the slope
below. Hattusha is notable for its urban organization, the types of construction that have been preserved (temples, royal residences, fortifications), the rich
ornamentation of the Lions' Gate and the Royal Gate, and the ensemble of rock art at Yazilikaya. One of the most remarkable monuments is the great temple,
dedicated to the god of storms and the goddess of the Sun, Arinna, and surrounded by an array of buildings including stores. Hattusa was added to the UNESCO
World Heritage list in 1986.In 2001 the cuneiform tablet archives excavated at Hattusha, now kept in the archaeological museums of Ankara and Istanbul, have
been added to the UNESCO Memory of the World List.
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Map 7. UNESCO Heritage Sites, Turkey

Properties submitted on the Tentative List (3/52):



Sümela Monastery (The Monastery of Virgin Mary) (2000);
Mahmut Bey Mosque (2014);
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Trading Posts and Fortifications on Genoese Trade Routes from the Mediterranean to the Black Sea (2013).

UNESCO Tentative List
Nr.
01.

Name
Sümela Monastery (The Monastery of Virgin Mary)
http://www.sumela.com/

Location
17 km SE of Maçka, Macka region,
Trabzon province, Turkey

Century / Year of
Construction
th
4 c.

Coordinates: (40 48'N-39 02'E)

The Black Sea region’s most spectacular site is the 1600 year old Orthodox Sumela Monastery, located in the secluded depths of Altindere National Parkat an
altitude of 1200 meters above sea level. Also known as the Monastery of the Black Virgin, Sumela is 55kmsoutheast of Trabzon. It is a towering, seven-storey
structure that perches dramatically on a ledge between heaven and earth, halfway up a sheer rock face above roaring waters. The monastery was famous for an
icon of the Virgin Mary known as the Panagia Gorgoepekoos, said to have been painted by the Apostle Luke. It is construction began in 385 AD; and continued until
th
the 19 century. Barnabas, a monk from Athens and his nephew Sophronios built the section which comprised the first two rooms of the monastery. The Byzantine
Emperor Justinian (AD 527-568) ordered the enlargement of the monastery. During its long history, the monastery fell into ruin several times and was restored by
various emperors. The monastery with its 72 rooms and a rich library, lived its most flourishing time during the period of Alexios III (1349 - 1390)and his sonManuel
III.According to legend, the young Alexios was saved from a storm by the Virgin, and was bidden by her to restore the monastery. The present buildings date from
th
the 12 century and contain many layers of frescoes; most of those still visible date from the 1700s. In 1682 and for the following decades, the monastery housed
the Phrontisterion of Trapezous, a well-known Greek educational institution of the region.The last resident monks were transported, along with other Greek
Ottomans, back to Greece in the population exchange of 1923. Although shamefully vandalized, Sumela is being recently restored and remains one of the Black
Sea’s most spectacular attractions. Getting there is an arduous trek up a 1km long forest path.On 15 August 2010, with the permission of Turkish Government, an
Orthodox Mass was held for the first time at Sumela monastery since 1923.
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02.

Mahmut Bey Mosque
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5904/

Kasaba Village, Province of
Kastamonu
Coordinates: N41 31 10 E33 41 23

1366 AD

Date of Submission: 15/04/2014
Criteria: (ii)(iv)
Category: Cultural

03.

Mahmut Bey Mosque, located in a completely pastoral setting of Kasaba village, 20 km away from Kastamonu city center, isone of the most important examples of
wooden columned and roofed mosques in Anatolia. The mosque was built by Mahmut Bey in 1366, during the reign of Candaroğulları Sultanate which was founded
in Kastamonu and Sinop regions after the collapse of Anatolian Seljuk Empire. Although the mosque’s exterior appearance is plain, its interior surfaces are covered
to their full extent with beautiful and vivid wooden ornamentscalled “Kalemişi”. Having variety of refinement woodwork, such as wooden ceiling, floor, columns,
pulpit and gate wings, as well as the well-preserved painted interior, Mahmut Bey Mosque is widely accepted as a masterpiece and a magnificent example
ofwooden columned and roofed mosques.Traditional ornament technique “Kalemişi” was applied on wood surface by special brushes named “Kalem”. The artists
used coal powder to draw geometrical and floral decoration. Before painting the figurestheir contours were designed over the small papers. The colors of
ornaments range from orange to ruby red, with the wide application of black and white, indigo, blue and yellow. It is interesting to mention that in Mahmut Bey
Mosque, all wood pieces were unified without any nail.Many tourists come to Kasaba village to visit this small but picturesque building. The mosque is open during
normal working hours and has a full-time guard.
Trading Posts and Fortifications on Genoese Trade Routesfrom the Mediterranean Province of İstanbul-Galata Tower
41°01'35.85" N - 28°58'26.88" E
to the Black Sea
Province of İstanbul - Yoros Fortress
41°10'49.41" N - 29°05'46.89" E
Province of Düzce - Akçakoca Fortress
41°05'10.80" N - 31°05'32.38" E
Province of Bartın - Amasra Fortress
41°45'02.84" N - 32°23'03.83" E
Province of Sinop - Sinop Fortress
42°01'42.52" N - 35°08'47.31" E
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th

th

th

From 11 century to 19 century the Genoese merchants had possessions over Mediterranean and Black Sea. After the 4 Crusade in 1204, as a reward for their
help, the Byzantine Empire was given the privilege of trading with Genoeses in the Black Sea. Thanks to this, Genoeses founded colonies in Kaffa (Today in Ukraine)
and in Amasra in Anatolia. After this period Genoese kept going, founding colonies and trading in Black Sea. Trading posts and fortifications on Genoese trade
routes are exceptional structures which reflect trading and international relationships of the medieval era. The property consists of six forts, out of which four are in
the eligible area (Yoros, Amasra, Akçakoca, Sinop) and one tower (Galata/Pera in Istanbul) which served as their main hub in Anatolia.
Yoros Fortress is situated on the Asian side of Bosphorus, on the very entrance to the Black Sea.The first mention of the place is made by the ancient historian
Herodotus who describes it as the worship place of Jason and the Argonauts on the road for Cholchis. A great temple including altar of the twelve Gods or Zeus
Ourios (‘of good winds’) served as a common haven and place of worship for sailors entering or leaving from there in antiquity. Additionally, it acted as a spot from
which all Black Sea navigational charts took their measurements and the crucial shelter from the numerous dangers involved in negotiating the winding Bosporus:
pirates, storms, and wind of the straits. Byzantines, Genoese and Ottomans fought over its strategic position of the fort. After a naval battle in 1352, a Genoese
military and commercial garrison was settled in the Yoros fortress, to handle the passage of the commercial ships and prevent the attacks to the capital city.
Approximately half a century of Genoese occupation gave to it the epithet of ‘The Genoese Fortress’.Today, a large fortress with an upper citadel surrounded by
towers, a monumental entrance, many marble decorations and remains of buildings, dominates the little village of Anadolu Kavağı.
Akçakoca Fortress takes place near the Akçakoca city within the boundaries of province of Düzce. Akçakoca Fortress was built on a 100 meters highcliff. On the west
wall of fortress exists semicircle eaves. A bastion is located on the south wall and there is a cistern in the courtyard. Walls of the fortress were built by ruble stone
and brick. Results of some chemical analysis on brick and plaster used in Akçakoca Fortress, show it was built in the same period as the Yoros Fortress and the
Amasra Fortress. This result supports the idea that this building was used by the Genoeses.
th

th

Amasra Fortressoriginally was built by the Romans but later it was restored by Byzantines, Genoeses and Ottomans. Especially in the 14 and 15 centuries several
gates were built and a castle was fortified by Genoeses. Amasra Fortress is composed of two main parts named “Sormagir Castle” and “Zindan Castle”. Sormagir
Castle is linked to Amasra by a bridge named “Kemere”. “Büyükliman Gate” stands on the northeast side of Amasra Fortress. On the west side of the Fortress is
“Küçükliman Gate”, while “Zindan Gate” exists on the south part. The walls of Amasra Fortress stretch in the northeast-southeast direction and are 65 meters long.
The south wall is 300 meters long and over this wall stands eight towers. “Genoese Chateau” takes place in the citadel of Amasra Fortress. Genoese coat of arms is
accepted as conclusive evidence showing that this building was built by the Genoeses. After Byzantine Empire lost its control over this area, Genoeses maintained
their supremacy for nearly two century until 1460.
th

It is believed that Sinop Fortress was built in 8 century B.C. by the Miletus immigrant colonies. The fortress has been improved and developed by the Genoeses.
The total bastion and wall length are approximately 2.000 meters. Bastions have eight meters width and 25 meters height. After 1261, Genoeses and Venetians
began to be active in trading in Black Sea region. During the reign of Candaroğulları Sultanate, in 1345 Adil Beg permitted to Venetians and Genoeses to found
th
th
colonies in Sinop. Sinop served as an important station on the main trade routes during 13 and 14 centuries. Genoeses brought to Sinop Florence fabrics, soap,
glass and gem Stones. Correspondingly they bought copper from Sinop. Transit goods passed through Sinop were grain, alum, bee wax and leather. Sinop had
strong relationship with northern harbors, especially with Kaffa harbor. There was a Genoese harbour in the region named “Kayzer Koltuğu”. Behind the harbour
there was high tower. Genoeses were loading copper which mined near Sinop and they were loading out goods they brought.
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Map 8. UNESCO Heritage Sites (marked in yellow) and tentative sites (marked in orange), Turkey
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Technical Requirements, Issues and Solutions
Technical requirements:
 All four countries should be included in the itinerary.
 The itinerary should include all UNESCO Heritage Sites located in the eligible area (total -13).
 Sites on the UNESCO Tentative List are not obligatory and could be included if located along the route, or to add to the versatility of
thetour, etc.
 The tour should start and end in a regional gateway. A gateway is a point of departure for one or many tourism routes. It typically has all
of the necessary services, including comfortable overnight accommodation and a mix of transportation options for tourism packages.
 The tour should not exceed 25 days.
 The tour should include different rural experiences (sleeping in the rural accommodation, visiting traditional villages, crafts, wineries,
etc.).
Possible issues:




Overall travel distance between Bulgaria and Armenia may be considered excessive by some travelers.
During the summer months it will be hard to find a single night accommodation along the Black Sea coast.
The tour could be significantly shortened if there were a direct flight between Ankara and Tbilisi.

Possible solutions:


The tour can be shortened including a flight between Ankara and Trabzon. Domestic flights between Ankara and Trabzon run 3 to 4
times per day. Time table (Ankara/Trabzon): 8:30/9:50, 15:55/17:15, 19:40/20:55 ?, 23:40/0:55.
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Detailed Itinerary
Day

Stops

Timing

Distances

01.

Sofia

Sofia airport – Sofia city center

02.

• Two Neolitic dwellings, Stara Zagora
• Thracian Tomb of Kazanluk, Kazanluk
• Damascena Rose Destilery, Skobelevo
[or 'Kulata' Ethnographic Complex,
Kazanlak and Hotel Restaurant "Chiflika",
Kazanlak]
• Wine cellar Windy Hills, Slivenski
mineralni bani
• Zheravna village

03.

• Zheravna village
• Madara Rider
• Chernevo village
• Pobiti Kamani
•Nessebar

• Sofia sightseeing -whole afternoon. Free
evening.
•Leaving hotel at 8:30 + 30 min to get out of
Sofia
•Museum inStara Zagora sightseeing 40 min
(11:20-12:00)
•Thracian Tomb of Kazanluk sightseeing 1 h
(12:40-13:40)
•Damascena Rose Destilery sightseeing 1 h +
lunch 1 h (14:10-16:10) [or 'Kulata'
Ethnographic Complex in Kazanlak
sightseeing 1 h + lunch in Hotel Restaurant
"Chiflika" 1 h]
•Wine cellar Windy Hills sightseeing and
wine tasting 1 h (17:40-18:40)
•Zheravna (arriving around 20:00)
• Leaving guesthouse at 8:30
•Zheravna village sightseeing 1.5 h (8:3010:00)
• Madara Rider sightseeing 2 h (12:00-14:00)
• Chernevo sightseeing +lunch 1 h 20 min
(14:40-16:00)
• Pobiti Kamani sightseeing 30 min (16:1516:45)
• Nessebar sightseeing 2 h 30 min ( 18:3021:00)
• Accommodation should be in one of the
boutique hotels within the Old town which
feature the characteristic architecture of the
Bulgarian Revival Period (Boutique Hotel St.
Stefan, Nessebar Royal Palace, Hotel Saint
Nikola, Victoria Hotel, Stankoff Hotel, etc.)
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Total (approx.)

• Sofia – Stara Zagora (231 km, 2 h 20 min –
“Trakia” A1 motorway);
• Stara Zagora – Kazanlak (33 km, 40 min- route
5);
• Kazanlak-Skobelevo (25 km, 30 min);
• Skobelevo – Slivenski mineralni bani (101 km, 1
h 30 min – route 6)
•Slivenski mineralni bani -Zheravna (75 km, 1 h
10 min – route 6);

465 km, 6 h 10 min

• Zheravna - Madara (112 km, 1 h 40 min –
Route 7);
• Madara – Chernevo (56 km, 40 min – “Hemus”
motorway A2/E70);
• Chernevo – Pobiti Kamani (14 km, 15 min –
route 2009 and “Hemus” motorway A2/E70);
• Pobiti Kamani – Nessebar (119 km, 1 h 35 min
– route E87)

300 km, 4 h 10 min
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04.

•Nessebar
• Pomorie
• Brashlyan village
• Vino Dessera Winery, Ahmetce village
•Selimiye Mosque, Edirne

05.

• Edirne
•Historic areas of Istanbul
• Galata Tower, Istanbul
•Istanbul
•Zeliş Çiftliği, Sapanca Lake
•Golcuk Lake, Bolu
•Safranbolu

06.

07.

• Safranbolu
• Amasra

•Nessebar-leaving hotel at 8:30
•Pomorie monastery and wine cellar
sightseeing 30 min (9:00-09:30)
• Brashlyan village -Museum of the
traditional lifestyle andculture of Brashlyan
sightseeing 1 h 30 min (10:50-12:20)
• Ahmetce village-Vino Dessera winery –
winery visit and lunch 1 h 30 min (14:00–
15:30)
• Edirne - Selimiye Mosque sightseeing 1 h
30 min (17:00-18:30). Free evening in Edirne.
•Leaving Edirne at 8:00
• Istanbul sightseeing 4 h (11:00-15:00) Free
afternoon. Overnight.
•Leaving hotel at 8:30
•Sapanca Lake sightseeing and refreshing at
Zeliş Çiftliği Guesthouse1 h 30 min (11:0012:30)
•Golcuk Lake, Bolu - short hike around the
lake + lunch 1 h 30 min (14:30-16:00)
• Safranbolu (arriving at 18:30). Free time at
bazaar (2 h).
Accommodation should be in one of the
boutique hotels which feature the
characteristic architecture of Safranbolu
(Gulevi Safranbolu, Pacacioglu Bag Evi,Leyla
Hanim Konagi, Mehves Hanim Konagi,
Rasitler Bag Evi, Gokcuoglu Konagi, etc.)
• Safranbolu sightseeing (9:00-11:30)
• Amasra lunch 1 h + fortress sightseeing 1 h
30 min(13:30-16:00)
•Free afternoon
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•Nessebar – Pomorie (17.4 km, 20 min – route 9)
• Pomorie – Brashlyan village (82 km, 1 h 10
min-route 9)
• Brashlyan village –Ahmetce village (60 km, 1 h
5 min + 40min for Bulgaria/Turkey border
crossing)
• Ahmetce village-Edirne (74 km, 1 h 15 min)

236 km, 3 h 50 min

• Edirne –Istanbul (238 km, 2 h 30 min-highway
O-3)

238 km, 2 h 30 min

• Istanbul-Sapanca (141 km, 1 h 50 min + 30 min
to get out of Istanbul-route E80)
• Sapanca – Golcuk Lake, Bolu (151 km, 1 h 55
min-route O-4/E80)
•Golcuk Lake, Bolu – Safranbolu (158 km, 2 h 25
min –O-4/E80 and D755)

450 km, 6 h 10 min

•Safranbolu-Amasra (94 km, 1 h 50 min, route
D755)

94 km, 1 h 50 min
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08.

• Amasra
• Gideros Bay
•Yüksel Erdoğan Farm, Senpazar
• Mahmut Bay Mosque, Kasaba village
• Kastamonu

• Leaving Amasra at 09:40
• Short stop at Gideros Bay 30 min (11:0011:30)
•Senpazar-Yüksel Erdoğan Farm sightseeing
(wood workshop) 1 h + 1 h lunch (12:3014:30)
• Kasaba-Mahmut Bay Mosque sightseeing 1
h (16:30-17:30)
•Kastamonufortress sightseeing 1 h 30 min
at sunset (18:00-19:30)
• Leaving hotel at 9:00
•Ilgaz Mountain National Park –short break
30 min (10:00-10:30)
•Lunch somewhere on the halfway between
Ilgaz Mountain National Park and Bogazkale 1 h. The best option is Cankiri town.
• Hattusha, Bogazkale sightseeing 3 h (
16:00-19:00)
• Leaving Bogazkale at 9:00
• Arriving in Ankara at 13:00. Lunch 1 h.
Transfer to airport. Flight to Trabzon at 15:55
• Arriving at Trabzon at 17:15. Transfer to
hotel.

• Amasra – Gideros Bay (60 km, 1 h 10 min-route
D010)
• Gideros Bay-Senpazar (52 km, 1 h -route D759)
• Senpazar-Kasaba village (97 km, 2 h – route
D759)
• Kasaba village - Kastamonu (16 km, 30 min –
route Daday Yolu)

225 km, 4 h 40 min

09.

• Kastamonu
• Ilgaz Mountain National Park
•Hattusha, Bogazkale

• Kastamonu –Ilgaz Mountain National Park (40
km, 55 min – route D)
•Ilgaz Mountain National Park-Bogazkale (201
km, 4 h 20 min)

241 km, 5 h 15 min

10.

•Bogazkale
• Ankara
• Trabzon

• Bogazkale-Ankara (194 km, 3 h 20 min),

194 km, 3 h 20 min

11.

•Trabzon
• Sumela Monastery
• Oz cay, Of (optional)
•Lunch at : option A-Zumrudu Anka Hotel,
Derepazari Koyu Rize Province; option BZarha Mountain Resort, Sürmene, Trabzon
Province
• Ayder Plateau

•Leaving Trabzon at 8:30
•Sumela Monastery sightseeing 2 h (09:3011:30)
•Of-Oz cay visit 1 h(13:30-14:30)-optional
•Lunch at Zumrudu Anka Hotel, Derepazari
Koyu 1 h 30 min (15:00-16:30)
•Arriving at Ayder Plateau at 18:30 h. Turkish
hamam 1h. Transfer to hotel.

•Trabzon –Sumela (47 km, 1 h – D885)
• Sumela Monastery-Of (95 km, 1 h 50 min)
• Of-Derepazari Koyu (19 km, 25 min)
•Derepazari Koyu–Ayder Plateau/Camlihemsin
(100 km, 2 h-route D010/E70)

255 km, 5 h 15 min

12.

•Ayder Plateau
• Batumi
•Paliastomi Lake (Kolkheti NP)
• Mestia

• Leaving Ayder Plateau at 9:00 am.
• Batumi sightseeing 1 h 30 min + lunch 1 h
(12:30-15:00)
• Paliastomi Lake sightseeing / boat ride 1 h
30 min (16:00-17:30)
• Arriving in Mestia at 20:30 h

•Ayder Plateau-Batumi (125 km, 2 h 30 min + 1 h
to cross the border)
• Batumi-Paliastomi Lake (70 km, 1 h)
• Paliastomi Lake-Mestia (193 km, 2 h 50 min)

388 km, 6 h 20 min
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13.

•Mestia, Upper Svaneti
•Ushguli village, Upper Svaneti
• Mestia

• Mestia sightseeing in the morning. Free
time. Lunch.
• In the afternoon visit to Ushuguli village

• Mestia – Ushguli (36 km, 45 min)

72 km, 1h 30 min

14.

• Mestia
•Baghrati Cathedral and Gelaty
Monastery, Kutaisi

• Leaving Mestia at 9:00 am
• Kutaisi-Baghrati Cathedral sightseeing 1 h
20 min + lunch 1 h + transfer to restaurant 20
min (12:20-15:00)
• Gelati Monastery 1 h (16:30-17:30)

• Mestia-Kutaisi (205 km, 3 h 20 min)
• Kutaisi-Gelati Monastery ( 14 km, 17 min)

233 km, 4 h

15.

• Kutaisi
•Uplistsikhe cave town
• Gori
•Mtskheta

• Kutaisi-Uplistsikhe (164 km, 2 h 15 min-route
E60)
•Uplistsikhe –Gori (15 km, 20 min)
• Gori – Mtskheta (65 km, 40 min)

244 km, 3 h 15 min

16.

• Mtskheta
•Ananuri Fortress Complex
•Alaverdy Monastery
•Twins Wine Cellar/Qvevri Museum,
Napareuli
•Gremi church and royal tower
•Schuchmann Wines Chateau, Kisiskhevi

• Mtskheta –Ananuri Fortress Complex (46 km,
40 min, route E117);
•Ananuri Fortress Complex- Alaverdy
Monastery(80 km, 1 h 20 min)
• Alaverdy Monastery– Napareuli(26 km, 25 min)
• Napareuli-Eniseli (16 km, 15 min)
• Eniseli-Kisiskhevi (25 km, 30 min)

193 km, 3 h 10 min

17.

•Schuchmann Wines Chateau, Kisiskhevi
• Tbilisi

• Kisiskhevi-Tbilisi (105 km, 1 h 30 min)

105 km, 1 h 30 min

18.

•Tbilisi
•Dmanisi Hominid Archaeological Site,
Dmanisi
•Haghpat Monastery
• Qefiliyan hotel, Haghpat village

• Leaving Kutaisi at 9:00
• Uplistsikhe sightseeing 2 h (11:30-13:30)
• Gori-Stalin Museum sightseeing 1 h +lunch
1 h (14:00-16:00)
• Mtskheta sightseeing 3 h (17:00-20:00)
•Leaving Mtskheta at 8:30
•Ananuri Fortress Complex sightseeing 1 h
15 min ( (9:30-10:45)
• Alaverdy Monastery sightseeing 1 h 30 min
(12:15-13:45)
•Napareuli-Twins Wine Cellar lunch 1 h+
qvevri museum sightseeing 1 h 30 min
(14:15-16:45)
• Eniseli-Gremi church and royal tower
sightseeing 1 h ( 17:00-18:00)
• Arriving in Kisiskhevi village at 18:30.
Accommodation in Schuchmann Wines
Chateau.
• Leaving Schuchmann Wines Chateau at
9:00.
• Tbilisi sightseeing 3 h (11:00-14:00). Lunch.
Free afternoon.
• Leaving Tbilisi at 9:00
•Dmanisi Hominid Archaeological Site
sightseeing 1 30 min (12:00-13:00). Lunch 1
h.
• Haghpat monastery sightseeing1 h 30 min
(17:00 -18:30). Accommodation in Qefiliyan
hotel.

• Tbilisi – Dmanisi (103 km, 1 h 40 min)
• Dmanisi-Haghpat village (130 km-1 h 55 min +
1 h Georgia/Armenia border crossing)

233 km, 3 h 40 min
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19.

•Qefiliyan hotel, Haghpat village
•Sanahin Monastery
• “Tatuyents Qotuk”, Heritage House,
Ashtarak
• Etchmiatsin and Zvartnots, Etchmiatsin
• Cross of Armenian Unity, Etchmiatsin
•HyeLandz Eco Village Resort, Geghadir

20.

•HyeLandz Eco Village Resort, Geghadir
•Geghard Monastery
•Yeghegnadzor
•Tatev
•Sisian

21.

• Sisian
• Areni cave
•Noravank
• Areni Wine Factory, Areni
•Dvin
• Yerevan

22.

• Yerevan

23.

• Yerevan

• Leaving accommodation in Haghpat village
at 9:00
• Sanahin Monastery sightseeing 1 h 30 min
(09:30-11:00)
•Ashtarak-“Tatuyents Qotuk”, Heritage
Houselunch 1 h – (13:10-14:10)
•Etchmiatsin sightseeing 2h (15:00-17:00)
• Cross of Armenian Unity NGO 1 h (17:0018:00)
• Zvartnots sightseeing 1 h (18:00-19:00)
• Arriving at HyeLandz Eco Village Resort,
Geghadir at 20:00
• Leaving Geghadir at 9:00
• Geghard Monastery 1 h 30 min sightseeing
(09:30-11:00)
•Yeghegnadzor – lunch 1 h(13:30-14:30)
•Tatev Monastery and Tatev village
sightseeing (16:30-19:00)
•Sisian hotel Basen at 20:00
•Leaving Sisian at 9:00
• Areni cave 1 h (10:30-11:30)
• Noravank sightseeing 1 h 30 min + 1 h
lunch (12:00-14:30)
•Areni Wine factory tour and wine tasting 1
h 30 min (15:00-16:30)
Option B: Lunch in a B&B in Rind village,
followed by the visit to Avshar Wine Factory
• Dvin sightseeing 30 min (17:50-18:20)
• Ariving in Yerevan at 19:00.
• Yerevan sightseeing 3 h 30 min (10:0013:30). Free time.
Departure

• Haghpat – Sanahin (16 km, 20 min)
• Sanahin–Ashtarak (147 km, 2 h 10 min)
• Ashtarak–Etchmiadzin (17 km, 20 min)
•Etchmiadzin-Geghadir (40 km, 45 min)

220 km, 3 h 35 min

•Geghadir – Geghard (20 km, 20 min)
• Geghard- Yeghegnadzor (140 km, 2 h 10 min)
•Yeghegnadzor – Tatev (130 km, 1 h 45 min)
•Tatev – Sisian (55 km, 1 h)

345 km, 5 h 15 min

• Sisian – Areni cave (100 km, 1 h 30 min)
• Areni cave-Noravank (8 km, 10 min)
• Noravank – Areni (10 km, 15 min)
•Areni-Dvin (90 km, 1 h 25 min)
• Dvin - Yerevan (37 km, 40 min)

245 km, 4 h

Notes:



UNESCO Heritage Sites are highlighted with bold and italic letters
Sites on the UNESCO Tentative list are highlighted with italic letters
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Distances and approximate times are taken from Google Earth and must be checked at field

Possible modifications:



The tour can be shortened for one day in Armenia (day 23), if the departure is on the day 22.
A separate 10 day tour covering only Bulgaria and Turkey can be developed. Departure from Ankara on the day 10.
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Map 9. UNESCO Heritage Tour Itinerary through Bulgaria
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Map 10. UNESCO Heritage Tour Itinerary through Turkey (western section)
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Map 11. UNESCO Heritage Tour Itinerary through Turkey (eastern section)
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Map 12. UNESCO Heritage Tour Itinerary through Georgia
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Map 12. UNESCO Heritage Tour Itinerary through Armenia
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Additional Sites Included in the Itinerary
The sites are listed in chronological order.

Additional Sites Included in the Itinerary
Nr.
01.

Name/Type/Co
ntact
Damascena Rose
Destilery
Etnographic complex
with accommodation
possibility and private
family rose oil distillery

Description
“DAMASCENA” is a private family distillery located in the heart of
the Rose Valley between “the town of the Bulgarian Rose”- Kazanlak
and the town known for its mineral springs and spa – Pavel Banya.
The distillery is built in the charming little village Skobelevo, situated
at the foot of Stara Planina Mountain, where extensive rose gardens
near the village intertwine with the majestic figure of the mountain
into one.
“DAMASCENA” is well established in growing Rose 61amascene and
producing Bulgarian rose otto. “DAMASCENA” company produces
and sells the famous Bulgarian rose oil of the best quality, distillated
from Rose 61amascene’s blossoms. The distillery also produces rose
water, lavender oil, lavender water, and other essential oils.
The products are certified and 100% natural.
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Location/Address
Parvi mai Str. №
24, Skobelevo,
Municipality of
Pavel Banya, Stara
Zagora province,
Bulgaria

Telephone
(+359) 889 43 33 26

Email/Skype
Website/Facebook
info@damascena.net
damascena@abv.bg
http://www.damasce
na.net/index_en.php
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02.

‘Kulata’
Ethnographic
Complex

The charming cobbled Knjaz Mirski Street is located in the oldest
part of the city – Koulata District, which is near the world-famous
Thracian Tomb of Kazanlak.This is where traditional architecture
th
th
from the period of the Bulgarian National Revival (18 –19 cc.) can
be found.The traditional buildings there constitute Koulata
Ethnographic Complex, restored and open to visitors since 1976.
They “take us back” to the unique, diverse material culture of
Bulgarians from the Kazanlak region of the past. The beautiful white
church at the northern end of the small square and the prettily
arranged houses and small shops around it convey a sense of
traditional coziness of the old-times Kazanlak. Even today the
hospitable hosts of the Complex will greet you and welcome you to
a glass of rose liqueur and rose jam in the yard, telling you stories
about the past and the present of Kazanlak. Before stepping through
the big gate, one can hear the clanking of the coppersmiths’
hammers in the distance. Their “song” tells the story of the typical
local coppersmiths’ craft. Just opposite are the violin-makers, and
right next door is the goldsmith’s. The visitors can see the
“gyulpana” (primitive rose-oil distillery) under the shed together
with a unique collection of traditional farming tools and inventory.
The country house nestles among bushes and trees. It is one-storied,
asymmetrical, and in architectural terms has the characteristic of
th
the Balkan valley houses from the end of the 18 and the beginning
th
of the 19 century. Today a museum, the once prominent
“Hadzhienovata Kushta” (Hadzhienov’s House) belonged to wealthy
th
th
rose producers. The life-style of the late 19 and early 20 century
inhabitants of the region is shown in the restored houses from the
time of the Bulgarian Renaissance. Kazanlak was a famous craftsmen
town in the near past. Today you are given the opportunity to feel
the atmosphere of the past, to feast your eyes on the Bulgarian
Renaissance architecture, to watch activities done by hand as it was
long ago and to try some of the rose industry products.The
Ethnographic Complex can also organize the display of various
rituals related to local and traditional holidays, upon prior request.
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Nicola Petkov Str.
18, 6100
Kazanlak, Stara
Zagora Province,
Bulgaria

Summer season:
(+ 359) 431 63247
(+ 359) 431 65733

http://www.kazanlakt
our.com/en/index.ph
p?s=23

Information:
(+ 359) 882 512 209

http://kazanlak.bg/ca
t-157.html

Working hours:
During the summer
season from May to
October ( 09:00 –
17:30) every day
During the winter
season from
November to May
visits can be
organized upon
request
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03.

Hotel Restaurant
“Chiflika”

Bairaktarovata kyshta-complex “Chiflika”, built in 1851, is located in
the old town of Kazanlak. It is one of the houses of the cultural
monument – ethnographic complex “Kulata”. To the north it borders
with an old farmhouse where every year thefamous Spring Rose
Festival takes place. On the south side of the house is another
house-monument-“Hadji Eminovata house.” To the east are the
houses ‘Aenski’ and the house of the artist Dechko Uzunov, which is
turned into a museum. Bairaktarovata house is located 100 meters
from the park “Tyulbeto” where is situated the “Thracian tomb”.

Knjaz Mirski Str.
28, 6100
Kazanlak, Stara
Zagora Province,
Bulgaria

(+ 359) 431 81411

Slivenski
Mineralni Bani,
Sliven province,
Bulgaria

(+ 359) 451 12990
(+ 359) 451 12898

reserve@hotelchiflika
kazanlak.bg
http://www.hotelchifl
ikakazanlak.bg/en/

The house was restored into a family hotel and restaurant that
keeps the spirit of the time back in 1851. The family hotel has 15
rooms and 1 studio, each with a private bathroom, TV, Wi-Fi, airconditioner. The tavern is an old style and with a fireplace. It is built
2
on a 150 m place. The garden is designed as a summer garden and
apart from it there is a summer terrace with city views.
04.

Chateau Windy Hills
Winery

A beautiful chateau in Bulgaria, known for producing its own unique
taste of wines. Windy Hills, in the vicinity of the town, Sliven, is an
excellent place for cultivation of high-quality grapes. The
architectural style of the building gives the impression of coziness,
tradition and style, behind which is hidden a modern wine
production plant, open daily for visitors. A hall for wine tasting is
situated in the subterranean part of the cellar, where oak casks are
forming and aging wines. In the super-terrestrial part of the cellar a
restaurant has been designed with 60 seats, with wonderful
panoramic views taking in the whole region. Definitely a place to
relax and enjoy the view. Hundreds of swallows fly around the
building adding a more magical aura. Open 9.30-17.00 and will cost
10-30 EUR per person.
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http://windyhillsbg.com/
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05.

Zheravna village
Arhitectural-Historical
Reserve

Zheravna Village is situated in Stara planina (Old Mountain), 12 km away from the town of Kotel. The region of the
th
village has been inhabited since the ancient times. In the 17 century Zheravna became a big craft and cultural
center with a population of a couple of thousand people and many shops. The main occupation of the local people
was sheep breeding, together with different crafts. Nowadays, Zheravna has turned into an architectural and
museum reserve of well-preserved and restored houses with characteristic decorations and wood-carvings from
the Bulgarian Revival Period, narrow cobblestone alleys and lots of drinking fountains. 172 houses in the village
were declared monuments of culture.150 sites in the village were restored and revived, including St. Nicholas
Church built in 1834, which displays a rich collection of icons, stone sculptures, and church plates.The Yordan
Yovkov House Museum, the History of Zheravna Exhibition in the Sava Filaretov House Museum, the Life and
th
th
Culture in Zheravna during the Bulgarian Revival Period (18 – 19 cc.) and the exhibition in the Rusi Chorbadzhi
House Museum also attract the tourists’ attention. The accommodations in Zheravna are in harmony with the
spirit and the style of the architecture of the village. The guesthouses are restored buildings from the Bulgarian
National Revival that offer rooms which have preserved the typical atmosphere of the period.

Zheravna village,
Sliven Province,
Bulgaria
Zheravna web portal:
http://www.jeravna.c
om/?language=en
Accommodation:
http://www.jeravna.c
om/hotels.php?town
=jer&language=en

Yordan Yovkov House Museum
The house where the famous Bulgarian writer Yordan Yovkov (1880 – 1937) was born is located in Golyamo bardo
Square (Big Hill Square). Yovkov lived there until he turned 13 when his entire family moved to Dobrudzha. In 1957
the house was transformed into a museum that recreated the atmosphere in which the writer grew up. The
exhibition comprises documents, manuscripts and pictures of Yordan Yovkov that provide information about his
life and work. The house is a simple one-storey building consisting of two rooms and a small anteroom. One of the
chambers preserves the atmosphere of the typical room of the region with the furniture, the vessels, and the
sleeping spot of the family. The other room keeps a collection of works by Yordan Yovkov. Yordan Yovkov wrote
both for children and adults. His books have been translated in more than 20 languages. His most famous works
are Legends of Stara Planina, Evenings in the Antim’s Inn, If They Could Speak, etc.
Old School Gallery
The building of the school, constructed in 1867, houses a picture gallery that comprises more than 450 paintings of
Bulgarian and foreign artists. Every year it hosts travelling exhibitions of artists and ethnographical exhibitions from
museums around the country.
Rusi Chorbadzhi House Museum
Visitors of the House of Rusi Chorbadzhi (Master Rusi House Museum) can see an interesting exhibition where the
different crafts practiced in Zheravna during the Bulgarian Revival Period are demonstrated. The enormous hand
loom and the skillfully-weaved delicate linen fabrics produced by the women of Zheravna are particularly
impressive. The house was declared a monument of architecture and construction in 1978.
Dobromiritsa National Festival of the Folklore Costume
Every year in the second half of August, Dobromiritsa Rural Park, located near the village of Zheravna, hosts the
National Festival of the Folklore Costume. The festival presents songs and dances from the different regions of
Bulgaria: 100 low-voiced bagpipes, zurnas from the Petrich Region, firewalkers’ and mummers’ plays from all
around the country, original crafts, dishes, etc.
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06.

The “Barite”
complex
Holiday village

The “Barite” complex is located 36 km northwest of Varna, in the
forest of the village of Chernevo.It spreads over 18 decares at 160 m
above sea level. It comprises 5 houses, a national-style restaurant,
an open-air museum of crafts, an ethnographic collection of lifestyle
items of the population from the village of Chernevo, a game hall,
and a children’s playground.Besides that, there are three ponds built
in the complex, offering opportunities for carp fishing.
The complex has Bulgarian-style houses, each of which features 2
independent entrances. One of them has a double room with an
ensuite bathroom and toilet, and the other – a flat comprising a
living-room, bedroom and bathroom with toilet. The rooms are
furnished with solid wood furniture, which brings in coziness and
comfort in the interior. Capacity of each house is 6 people.

Village of
Chernevo , Varna
province, Bulgaria

(+359)515 37 656
(+359)885 141 953

barite_k@abv.bg
http://www.complex
barite.com/en/
Video:
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=VZejR
dw40vI
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=QDEsK
6pEnMM#t=123

The restaurant, built of stone and wood, makes the impression of a
home atmosphere. The menu includes national cuisine dishes.Every
night an orchestra entertains the guests, performing music of all
genres.

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

65

07.

St. George the
Victorious
Monastery
with brandy distillery
(free tasting of the local
brandy rakia and homemade wine)

Monastery Saint George the Victorious in Pomorie was founded in
th
the 7 century by the Anchialo (Pomorie) Byzantine settlers. In the
past, the site wasmost likely a Thracian sanctuary, as it is evidenced
by the existing marble bas-relief of a Thracian rider.Like most of the
old Bulgarian monasteries it was destroyed and burnt during the
Ottoman rule. Since those days remained only a charred icon of St.
George dating back to 1607. The current monastery was built in
1856, and in 1945 it was extended with construction of two lateral
altars – one of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, and the other – of
the Holy martyrs Sofia, Vyara (Faith), Nadezhda (Hope), and Lyubov
th
th
(Love). There are kept valuable icons from the 17 and 19 century.
Nowadays the monastery St.Georgi is the only active male
monastery in South-eastern Bulgaria.There are four monks living in
the monastery. They produce rakiya and wine, which are believed to
have curative effects. You can also drink or take with you in bottle
water from a sacred spring located in the monastery’s tower.The
monastery building is small and modest. The beautiful wall paintings
and the wine and rakiya which are sold in the monastery make the
place worth seeing.For accommodation options the abbot Jerotey
has to be contacted.

Knyaz Boris I Str.,
Pomorie, Burgas
province, Bulgaria

(+359) 59 632017
Abbot Jerotey

http://pomoriemonas
tery.org/
http://www.bulgaria
monasteries.com/po
moriiski_manastir.ht
ml
http://marlowimagef
actory.wordpress.co
m/2014/09/15/post56-the-pomoriemonastery-of-stgeorge-thevictorious-nr-borgasbugaria/

St. George Monastery Legend
th
Near the end of 18 c. in Anchialo was settled the Turkish bey Salim,
who had a big feudal mansion. The bey suffered from a painful
incurable disease. One night his old farmhand Neno dreamed about
a Holy Spring with miracle making waterin the farm’s yard. At first,
he didn’t give too much significance to his dream, until he started
frequently seeing a unearthly beautiful young man, riding on a white
horse – St. Great Martyr George who had instructed Neno to dig on
a certain place in the yard where he would find a marble icon
withSt. George’s image. Troubled by the dream, he dig secretly and
found the marble bas-relief icon of saint George and the sacred
water spring. The pious Neno told Selim about his visions and the
miraculous way he found the icon and the bey’s hope for healing
had emerged.By Neno’s recommendation Selim bay called for the
Bishop, who read a prayer and sprinkledhim with the water from the
holy spring. Cured and inspirited by the great miracle, he accepted
Christianity and baptized himself with his whole family and built a
small chapel dedicated to St. George.Later he accepted monkhood
and become the first Abbot of the monastery.
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08.

Brashlyan village
Arhitectural-Historical
Reserve

Brashlyan village lies in the low Strandzha mountains of Bulgaria’s southeast, 14 km northwest of Malko Tarnovo,
64 km south of Burgas and 4 km from the Bulgaria–Turkey border. The entire Brashlyan (“ivy”) village is an
th
th
architectural reserve displaying characteristic Strandzha wooden architecture from the mid-17 to the 19
th
century.The village was first mentioned in Ottoman tax registers of the mid-17 century as part of the district of
th
Anchialos (Pomorie) and grew into a major center of animal husbandry by the 19 century. The Sarmashik (old
name of the village) Affair, a predecessor of the Ilinden-Preobrazhenie Uprising, took place in Brashlyan in
1903.Brushlyan is now heavily depopulated with only 84 inhabitants, most of them over 60 years of age.
Brashlyan is the most authentic among all the villages in Strandja. This is why as early as the 1982, Brashlyan was
th
th
proclaimed an architectural and historical reserve. 76 local houses from the 18 –19 century are cultural
th
monuments, of which nine are of national importance. The oldest house dates to the mid-17 century and is still
inhabited. The monastic school (working between 1871 and 1877), the St. Pantaleon, St. Petka and St. Marina
th
chapels and the 17 -century bell tower of the St. Demetrius Church have been restored by a local association. An
ethnographic collection and an open air museum of agriculture were set up as well. There are traces of Thracian
sanctuaries and dolmens several kilometers from the village.
Ethnographic museum – housed in a 150 years old building which has been preserved in its authentic form both
externally and internally – interior design and arrangement of the rooms. From an architectural point of view, it is
a two-storeyed house dating from the Revival period, with a ground floor build with stone and a wooden second
floor. The museum provides insight into the specific features of life and crafts in the village of Brashlyan from the
second half of the nineteenth century to the first half of the twentieth century. In the big room on the second floor
there is a typical fireplace, built with stone against the wall (badja). The ground floor (dam) used to serve as a
livestock barn in the past. Today it has been turned into a crafts room, where visitors can see an authentic loom
and can try to weave.

Brashlyan, Malko
Tarnovo Municipality,
Burgas Province,
Bulgaria
Coordinates:
42°02’46.70” N,
27°25’40.61” E,
318 m above sea level
http://greencorridors.
burgas.bg/en/objects
/view/33
Association for the
Development of
Brashlian
(Contact Siika
Yankova)

Museum of the traditional lifestyle and culture of Brashlyan – devoted to the traditional agriculture of the
Revival. Under a purpose built shelter and all around the yard there are exhibits of old agricultural tools used in the
past by people in Strandzha. In the indoor part of the museum there is a loom and various artifacts from the life of
the residents of Brashlyan which have been donated by the local people. Women from the local association
demonstrate the normal activities during the long winter evenings – spinning, knitting, singing and others typical of
a women’s get-together. The courtyard of the museum is often too small for the round dances which the tourists
dance together with the local women, and for the typical of Strandja games that they play – “filek”, “narichane”,
etc. All the above mentioned sites are serviced, opened and interpreted by women from the local Association for
the Development of Brashlian (Contact Siika Yankova).
The village offers its visitors a variety of folklore events, dishes and drinks from Strandja. Marked hiking trails will
take you to some of the most beautiful places in the vicinity of the village, to old trees, chapels, dolmens, mound
necropolises or habitats of rare plants such as wild orchids in Gogovo area, “the road of yasniya mesetz”, etc.
Brashlyan is part of the Strandzha Natural Park. The village’s territory borders that of the Vitanovo reserve, the
Veleka river valley and the trout breeding pool on the Katun River. The village’s fair is organized annually in early
th
August, usually around the 8 , and lasts two days.
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09.

Vino Dessera
Vineyards

Vino Dessera Vineyards is a small, family run boutique winery and
cellar. The vineyards of Vino Dessera are located in the ancient
region of Thrace, between Luleburgaz and Strandja mountains,
where once the Ancient Wine Route passed. Only a short stroll away
from the vineyards is a pre – Hellenistic site where archaeologists
have uncovered a tradition of wine making that dates back
thousands of years.

Çifteçeşmeler
(Ahmetçe Köyü
No 75), 39180
Kırklareli, Turkey

Dogan
Dönmez
Saniye Dönmez, coproprietor,
(+90) 532 564 5026
Open until 10:00pm

dogandonmez@gmail
.com
Facebook: Vino
Dessera Vineyards &
Winery

The head of the Vino Dessera Vineyards has always had a deep love
of nature and concern for the environment. He started his own
business, by planting walnuts trees in Ahmetçe village and then
started the vineyards regarding the past of the region. He has been
joined by his son and daughter in this family business. The varieties
planted here include Sauvignon Gris, an old and low- yielding clone
of Sauvignon Blanc with deliciously creamy, fresh character. The
property also includes Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Öküzgözü and
Kalecik. They also started to plant the indigenous Narince to be able
to propose a local white in the near future.
The tour includes the visit to the cave and the cellar where they
make and keep their wine. Wine tasting starts with Öküzgözü,
Boğazkere, then Cabernet Sauvignon, following with “Arra Saranta”
a blend made with Boğazkere-Öküz and Merlot. It finishes with the
tasting of Merlot 12 month oak barrel. Tourist groups can have food
including the garden tomatoes, olives, cheese from the village of
Kırklareli, different vegetables and tea.
Recommended to visit for the kindness of the owners and staff,
the quality of the wine and the price.
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10.

Mihran Hanım
Mansion
Type: Boutique hotel

Mihran Hanım Mansion Boutique Hotel was established after a
careful work of authentic restoration of a nearly 110-year Edirne
mansion brought to life. Restoration and arrangement took 6 years.
The hotel has ten bedrooms, two of which are small and eight are
large. The room on the left side from the entrance, which is the
unique example in Edirne with its ceiling ornaments, is designed as a
living room for the guests. All rooms are equipped with a bathroom,
TV and mini bar. The mansion is heated by the hidden natural gas
system in harmony with the historical texture.

Dilaver Bey Mah.
Gazipasa Cad.
No:30 Kaleici,
22100 Edirne,
Turkey

(+90) 284225 64 09

info@mihranhanim.c
om
http://mihranhanimk
onagi.com/homepage
.html
https://www.faceboo
k.com/MihranHanimK
onagiButikOtel?fref=t
s

Basement floor consists of a restaurant, breakfast hall and pub. Its
garden is designed in harmony with the authentic atmosphere and
arranged in a style suitable for serving its customers in open air.
Furnishing of the mansion is made reflecting Edirne of a century ago.
The mansion designed in a style offering the guests time travel to
the history of Edirne is considered to be an important example of
civil architecture and cultural preservation.
Mihran Hanım Mansion welcomes its special guests who desire to
live Edirne of 100 years ago, to see the multicultural mansion style
of the Ottoman architecture and to stay in the fascinating
atmosphere of this historical place.
Rooms: 10 (2 small, 8 large)
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11.

Hotel Nena
Type: Boutique hotel

Combining Turkish and Byzantine architecture, Nena Hotel in central
Sultanahmet is within walking distance of Blue Mosque, St. Sophia
and Topkapi Palace. Its rooftop restaurant offers Bosphorus views.
Guest rooms feature hardwood floors, bright fabrics and antiquestyle furniture. Room service is available 24-hours a day.

Binbirdirek Mah.
Klodfarer Cad.
No: 8/10 34122
Sultanahmet
Istanbul, Turkey

(+90) 212 5165264 –
(+90) 212 5165265 –
(+90) 212 5165266 –
(+90) 212 5165267
Fax:
(+ 90) 212 6383059

An open buffet breakfast is served each morning at the Nena Roof
Restaurant, which has a rich variety of Turkish and European cuisine.
Hotel Nena is only 9 miles from the Ataturk Airport. Free private
parking is available by the hotel.

reservation@istanbul
hotelnena.com
sales@istanbulhoteln
ena.com
info@istanbulhotelne
na.com
http://www.istanbulh
otelnena.com/site/in
dex.html

Hotel Rooms: 29

12.

Sapanca Lake

Lake Sapanca is a fresh water lake between the Gulf of İzmit and the Adapazarı Meadow. Sapanca Lake has been
recently become an important weekend tourist destination, due to its charming natural beauty and its proximity to
İstanbul and the city of Kocaeli. There are some restaurants/cafes which have seating opportunities on their piers
over the lake. Eating there is something you should do if you visit Sapanca Lake. Sapanca offers a variety of thermal
springs and comfortable hotels for the convenience of tourist who want to spend a peaceful and rejuvenating
holiday.
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Sapanca, Sakarya
Province, Turkey
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13.

14.

15.

Zeliş Çiftliği
Guesthouse

Gölcük Lake

Gölcük cafe-et
mangal
Restaurant

Zeliş Çiftliği, a small guesthouse tucked away in the trees on the
slopes high above Lake Sapanca, combines stunning views with
peaceful homey atmosphere. Zeliha, a Turkish record-setting
medium-distance runner turned to extraordinaire cook and host,
makes her own bread, wine, olive oil, cheese, pastrami, jam and
molasses, while growing hazelnuts, walnuts, numerous fruits and
herbs outside, through which a small gaggle of geese and chickens
pick their way each day.Dozens of different appetizers prepared
from natural products, or breakfasts with no less than 23 flavors of
home-made jam (reçel), fruit paste (marmalat) and molasses
(pekmez), 11 cheeses (four of which home-made), cheesy pastries
(börek) straight from the oven, sizzling eggs fried with a spicy
sausage called sucuk, little cinnamon cookies, fresh cucumber and
tomato plus a selection of olives, nuts, dried fruits and ‘pestils’
promise a gourmet bonanza you won’t forget.Zeliha can teach the
guests her recipes and all about the ingredients she uses.

Dibektas Mah.
Yayla Cad. No:91
Sapanca, 54600
Sapanca, Sakarya
Province, Turkey

Zeliha İrez
(+90) 533 612 5952
(+90) 264 592 0585

Lake Gölcük, as the Turkish name implies, is a very small lake (its perimeter is about 1.5 km) but it should be
regarded as a wonder of nature rather than a beautiful place to visit. Situated nearly at the top of the Koroglu
mountain range which borders Bolu city from its southern provincial districts, Lake Gölcük offers a great
opportunity for a short, but scenic walk in a forest of tall pines and beautiful trees. It is a lovely place to sit, relax,
enjoy, eat, drink, meditate and energize! Being locatedin a mountain area, the weather is cool even in the hot
summer. Next to the lake, there is an area for picnicking, as well as a restaurant. A nice hotel with good spa
facilities is available only a 10-minute drive away.The lake is not far from Istanbul-Ankara Highway and approx. 10
km from the center of Bolu.
The restaurant is located on the shore of the Gölcük Lake. It features Gölcük Lake,
(+90) 374 262 8999
a rustic décor in a typical mountain stylewooden chalet.During the Bolu, Bolu
summer, it is an ideal place to enjoy a long mealon the terrace with Province, Turkey
an amazing view of the lake. Inside the restaurant there is a
centrally positioned fireplace which creates a cozy atmosphere
during the cold weather.
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info@zelisciftligi.com
http://www.zelisciftli
gi.com
https://www.faceboo
k.com/zelisciftligi
http://www.culinarya
nthropologist.org/rec
ordbreakinghospitality/
Video:
http://tv.sapanca.co
m.tr/?vid=436

Bolu, Bolu Province,
Turkey
Video:
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=cwQ1
2l5j3Tk
https://www.faceboo
k.com/GolcukCafeEt
Mangal
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16.

Amasra

One of the Black Sea's most popular destinations, the picturesque little town of Amasra stretches beyond a rocky
mainland promontory onto a small island. Linked by a Roman bridge, the town features Roman ruins and Genoese
fortresses rising from both sides of the bridge. While the blue waters of Amasra's own small beach are inviting
enough, several nearby beaches are well worth a visit, among them the cliff-hemmed Bozkoy, and the small but
charming holiday town of Cakraz. Amasra is only reachable by car or bus, the latter linking the provincial capital of
Bartin, 10 miles to the south.

17.

Canli Balik
Restaurant

Canli Balik Restaurant is one of the established places on the Amasra
seashore for fresh fish, unusual fish dishes and the enormous salads
that go with it.It is located in the Small Port (Küçük Liman) and has a
lively atmosphere and great sea views.Try to eat local fishes typical
for Amasra, drink raki and taste all appetizers, calamary, shirimp,
mussels, Turkish cheese, melon and Yoghurt with honey.

Küçük Liman
Caddesi 8,
Amasra, Bartin
Province, Turkey

(+90) 378 315 2606
(+90) 378 315 3727
(+90) 532 547 09 18

bilgi@amasracanlibali
k.com
http://www.amasrac
anlibalik.com/

18.

Grand Kirazlar Hotel
Amasra

Situated in a secluded area of Amasra, this hotel offers stunning
views of the Black Sea from above. It has a sauna, fitness centre and
a large, green garden with an outdoor pool.

Bakacak Mevkii,
Amasra, Bartın
Province

+90 (378) 315 39 81
+90 (532) 595 55 12

info@kirazlarotel.co
m.tr

Decorated with wooden furniture, the authentic rooms of Grand
Kirazlar Hotel Amasra offer views of the sea and the hotel’s garden.
They all include air conditioning, satellite TV and a minibar.

http://www.kirazlarot
el.com.tr

Breakfast and dinner are served as an open buffet. For lunch, the à
la carte restaurant serves selected dishes of the local cuisine. You
can enjoy home cooked meals, fresh fish and regional delicacies.
The hotel has a terrace in its garden, overlooking the Black Sea. You
can order drinks from the bar and enjoy at the outdoor dining area
with panoramic sea views.
Amasra town centre is 2.5 km from Hotel Grand Kirazlar. Zonguldak
Airport is within 45 km.
Rooms: 50
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19.

20.

Gideros Bay

Yüksel Erdoğan Farm

Black Sea hidden gem - Gideros Bay is one of the most beautiful bays along the Black Sea
coast. It is located near the village of the same name, 14 km east of Cide. Gideros is an
area that was inhabited 3,500 years ago by Amazons, the female warriors of
antiquity.Once used by pirates and smugglers, the bay is also of Turkey’s protected
archeological sites. It has been inhabited by various tribes since ancient times, and has
been mentioned, under its previous name, Cytorus, by Homer in the Iliad. The name of
Cide itself is thought to possibly derive from Cytorus.Although the Black Sea tides are
often quite rough, the water in the bay is so clearthat even fish can be seen swimming in
the bay. There is a beach suitable for swimming.

Gideros village,
Kastamonu Province,
Turkey

The farm owner and hisfather who opens the top floor of their
house to the guests, are one of the wooden spoon artists in Turkey.
Carving of various objects composes a part of their income. There
are two rooms in each three people can lodge, a kitchen, a
traditional toilet and a bathroom which is heated by wood stove or
solar energy. The meals are eaten with the family. The family
cultivates vegetables in a small area for their own use.

All visitor related
communication is
handled by Genctur.

Visitingasguest: 3 meals and accommodation 100 TL (2014)
Type of Tasks:
Gardening-Farming
Features: Eco-Friendly Energy,Eco-Friendly Architecture,Traditional
Crafts,Agriculture/Horticulture/Gardening, Local Seed/Traditional
Production
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Şenpazar,
Kastamonu

Genctur
Address: Istiklal
Street, No: 108,
Aznavur Pasaji,
8th Floor, 34430
Galatasaray /
Beyoglu, Istanbul

Video:
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=O7YpCMk6nM
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=Mg8R
OXnkyuc

Genctur
Representative: Zafer
Yilmaz
(+90) 212 244 62 30
(ext 146)
Fax:
(+90) 212 244 62 33

info@tatuta.org
http://www.tatuta.or
g/?p=11&ID=57&lang
=en
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21.

Kastamonu Fortress

The Castle of Kastamonu sits atop a 112 m high rocky ridge located in the southwest part of Kastamonu city. The
th
castle was built in the late 12 c., during the period of Byzantine emperor Komnenos.The foundation of the inside
castle belongs to the Byzantine and the upper part belongs to the Candarogullari age.(Candaroğulları were a
Turcoman family who established a principality at Kastamonu, Sinop and surroundings. The founder of the
principality was Şemsettin Yaman Candaroğlu (1292).)

Town of Kastamonu,
Kastamonu Province,
Turkey

The castle has a rectangular shape and it was fortified with 15 large bastions and towers. Its length is 115 m and
width 30 to 50 m. The outside walls of the castle, which surrounded the lower town, have not survived until today.
Only a tower belonging to defending walls of the castle is still standing. The castle was extensively damaged by an
earthquake in 1943.
With its magnificent appearance and dominating position, Kastamonu Castle is one of the main attractions of the
town. It can be reached by climbing a steep path onthe NE side. After reaching the entrance gate there is another
gate 50 m to the north. The route between two gates is protected by bastions.
22.

Uğurlu Konakları

Uğurlu Konakları is a beautiful historic hotel in Kastamonu. The
owners, who also own the Toprakçılar Konağı, restored and
th
decorated this 19 c. mansion consistent with the original.The
beautiful facade, with its wooden beams typical for the local
architectural style,is matched by an authentic decor inside. Uğurlu
Konakları beautifully combines traditional architecture with modern
comforts. It features a lounge on each floor, a restaurant and a large
garden.All the rooms of Uğurlu Konakları are bright and tastefully
furnished. They are equipped with cable/satellite TV, tea and coffee
making facilities and free Wi-Fi.The hotel has a restaurant, which not
only offers excellent food, but is also one of only two establishments
in Kastamonu where you can enjoy a glass of wine.

Seyh Saban-i Veli
Cad. No:47/51,
37100 Kastamonu

Gülsen Kırbaş
(+90) 366 212 82 02
(+90) 366 212 82 04

http://www.kastamo
nukonaklari.com/en
http://www.booking.
com/hotel/tr/ugurlukonaklari.tr.html
http://www.kucukveb
utikoteller.com/eng/u
gurlu-konaklari

Rooms: 25
Activities:guided tour

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE RURAL TOURISM IN THE BLACK SEA BASIN REGION

74

23.

Ilgaz Mountain
National Park

The Mount Ilgaz National Park (Ilgaz Dağı Milli Parkı) is a protected area established in 1976 and located on the
Ilgaz Mountains at the borderline between Kastamonu Province and Çankırı Province in the western Black Sea
Region of Turkey. Natural resources and its potential for recreational activities are the main values of the national
park, which stretches over an area of 742.38 h. The length of the Ilgaz mountain system, which runs parallel to the
Black Sea coast, from west to east is about 150 km with a width of about 30 km. Situated at 41°06′N 33°52′E, the
Hacettepe mountain peak is 2,587 m high. The state highway D.765, which connects Black Sea coast to Central
Anatolia is 10 km west of the peak. The altitude of the highest pass on the highway is 1,850 m.

Kastamonu and
Cankiri Provinces,
Turkey
http://www.kastamo
nukultur.gov.tr/TR,63
883/milli-parklar-vekorunan-alanlar.html

Continental climate patterns are dominant on the Ilgaz Mountain Range. Ilgaz Mountains, especially the northern
slopes, are covered with dense forestry. The popular name of the forestry around Ilgaz Mountains is "sea of
trees".The most common tree types are Black pine, Scotch pine and Fir trees, which grow towards the outskirts of
Ilgaz Mountain. The high annual rainfall, plus the large amount of plant cover, has made this an area with much
wildlife, including roe deer, wild boar, wolves, bears and foxes.
The skiing season starts in December and ends in April. The skiers may use a 1,500 m long chairlift to the ski area.
The ski runs are at the altitude of 1800-2000m and the snow base varies between 50 and 200 cm. The distance
from Ankara is 200 km, which makes the park nearest winter sports resort to the capital city citizens. At the highest
elevation of the park, there are a number of hotels servicing to skiers. The Ilgaz mountain resortconsists of a
holiday village, social facilities and a hotel which have in total 118 suites and 446 beds. In addition to skiing, it is
also possible to trek and camp and visitors are allowed to fish in the trout farm and ponds in Baldiran Valley
between 15 June and 15 September, as well as buying fish from the farm.
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24.

Zarha Mountain
Resort

Located on a hillside amongst the pine forests, Zarha Mountain
Resort offers panoramic views of the Black Sea from above. The
property has a semi-olympic outdoor pool and a spa centre.
Featuring carpeted floors, the rooms of Zarha include a flat-screen
TV with satellite channels, air conditioning, minibar and free Wi-Fi.
They all offer sea or mountain views.

Surmene Orta
Mah. Mevkii
Zarha Dagi, 61100
Sürmene, Trabzon
Province, Turkey

(+90) 462 746 57 41
(+90) 462 746 57 42

bilgi@zarharesort.co
m

Fax:
(+90) 462 746 49 28

http://www.zarhares
ort.com/eng/index.ph
p

The main restaurant serves regional delicacies. The Authentic
Restaurant and the café of Zarha also offer unique tastes of Turkish
cuisine. You can enjoy your meals on the terrace accompanied with
sea and nature views.
The property has a football pitch, basketball court and a volleyball
field on site. The spa center includes a sauna, Turkish bath and
massages for relaxation. For entertainment, live music is also
available some nights.
The seaside is 6 km from the property. Trabzon Airport is 35 km
away.
Hotel Rooms: 62

25.

Oz Cay
Tea factory

Ozcay, the first private tea factory in Turkey, is located 3 km from
the town of Of in Trabzon Province. The facility which covers an
2
enclosed area of 9600 m is the first company that achieved the
certificate of Food Qualification and Production. Also with respect
and responsibility to the environment, the firm is the first and only
company that received Emission Permission Certificate, as well as
the first firm which produces Organic Tea in Turkey. The factory
tour, tea degustation and a shop with different products are
available for tourist visitation.
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Özçay Koop. Of Uzungöl Devlet
Karayolu Üzeri 3.
Km. Of – Trabzon,
Turkey

(+90) 462 771 56 33
Fax:
(+90) 462 771 37 92

http://www.booking.
com/hotel/tr/zarhamountainresort.sr.html?aid=35
6980;label=gog235jchotel-XX-trzarhaNmountainNres
ort-unspec-rs-comL%3AsrV%3A0CEUQFjAFO%3Aunk-B%3AunkN%3AXXS%3Abo;sid=e0993d4
29f8c0f2fa79654e3be
b1799d;dcid=4;dist=0
;no_rooms=1;type=to
tal&
info@ozcay.com.tr
www.ozcay.com.tr
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26.

Zumrudu Anka Hotel

Positioned on an elevated spot above the highway, Zumrudu Anka
Hotel offers authentic interior design, stunning views of the Black
Sea, friendly staff and excellent food. A former elementary school
the place was turned into a charming little boutique hotel with lots
of style. The hotel has 15 rooms including one suite, with in total 25
beds.All rooms have sea or mountain/forest views and are equipped
with wireless internet access, AC, minibar, TV, shower with toilet, 24
hours hot water, hair dryer and central heating system.

YanıktaşKöyü,Der
epazari Merkez,
Rize Province,
Turkey

(+90) 464 311 10 64
Fax:
(+90) 464 311 10 65

Coordinates:
(41°01'27.5"N
40°24'38.0"E)

The hotel is famous for its brunch (any day of the week). You will be
served with a multitude of diverse dishes and a rich assortment of
products from the region: 3 or 4 types of cheese, raw vegetables,
muhlama, saç Kavurma, cottage cheese, honey, jam, and freshly
baked bread.
27.

Ayder Plateau

Ayder Plateau is a yayla (Alpine pasture) and a mountain resort situated in the middle of a vast and emerald green
landscape ofÇamlıhemşin district in Rize Province. Sitting on the foothills of the Kaçkar mountains with an average
altitude of 1,350 m above sea level, Ayder is a typical yayla with no settled population.The placeis particularly in
demand among nature and thermal spa enthusiasts.The temperature of the hot water springs is 55°C. However,
the most attractive feature of Ayder is its dense forestry and a number of waterfalls nearby. Up until the 1980s, the
Ayder plateau had always been used as a camping base for hikers who wanted to proceed further up the
mountain. Over time, people came to appreciate the beauty of the plateau and accommodation choices upgraded
from camping sites to traditional wooden hotels. In 1987 the location was officially declared a tourist center. A
typical Black sea mountain resort set amidst lush green nature, Ayder with its quaint stone houses, wooden house
boutique hotels and its delicious cuisine is ever ready to welcome its guests.In Ayder one can experience four
seasons in one day and take part in a variety of sports activities.The area around the Ayder highland village is used
for trekking to the Kaçkar mountains. Ayder is also famous for its Anzer (rhododendron) honey, which is produced
in beehives hung on trees.The population consists of themix culture of Hemshin (majority) and Laz
(minority)people.
Nearby are many other less touristic and better preserved yaylas: Amlakit (2100 m), Pokut (2100 m), Kavrun (2700
m), Elevit (1800 m), Trovit (2350 m), Hazindak (1900 m), Samistal (2450 m), Avusor (2700 m), Sal, Çeymakçur, etc.
(http://www.karadenizgezi.net/rize_yayla.htm)
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info@zumruduankaot
el.com
www.zumruduankaot
el.com
http://www.tripadvis
or.com/Hotel_Review
-g1212734-d3164122ReviewsZumrudu_Anka_Hotel
Rize_Province_Turkis
h_Black_Sea_Coast.ht
ml
Ayder Plateau,
Camilhemshin, Rize
Province, Turkey
Coordinates: (40°57′N
41°05′E)
http://turkishtravelbl
og.com/ayderplateau-north-eastturkey/
http://www.ayderyay
lasi.com/2009/07/ayd
er-plateaucamlhemsin-rizeturkey.html
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28.

Chalet Goboca Dağ
Evi
Guesthouse

Chalet Gobocais located on the way from Çamlıhemşin to Zilkale
fortress and further to the Çay valley, at the end of Meydan (old
name is Goboca) village.Chalet Goboca is a mountain house typical
for this region. Leaning against the mountains, it is decorated with
urban gusto and provided with a level of comfort unexpected at this
high altitude. The rooms on the upper and lower floors have shower
and WC.A fireplace complements the living room on the ground
floor. In the distance, you can see the Kaçkar mountains and hear
the roar of the Fırtına river. Black Sea cuisine is served with a smile
by Ibrahim and Fatma Çetinkaya.

Fırtına Vadisi,
Meydan Köyü,
Çamlıhemşin,
Rize, Turkey

İbrahim Çetinkaya
(+90) 532 326 73 37
(+90) 533 410 53 84
(+90) 532 326 73 37
(+90) 464 654 40 37

Rooms: 6 (4 triple and 2 for 5 persons)
Note:This guesthouse situated away from the crowded and
urbanized Ayder Plateau could be an interesting option for smaller
groups and people who are into nature. On Trip Advisor, Chalet
Gobuca is ranked #1 of 16 Specialty lodging in Camlihemsin.

29.

Batumi

Lying on the Black Sea Coast, close to the Turkish border, Batumi is the largest city in the Adjara region and
Georgia’s main port. Batumi is one of the oldest cities in Georgia founded as early as BCE. Its initial name “Batus”,
th
derived from the Greek “bathys limen” meaning “deep harbor”, had already been mentioned in the 4 century
t
BCE. Interesting historical past has considerably preconditioned architectural diversity of Batumi. In the 19 h
century, during the Porto Franco period, a number of interesting projects were accomplished by European
architects. During the soviet and post-soviet times it was also turned into a popular seaport and tourist city.

nazancetinkaya2@ho
tmail.com
info@chaletgoboca.c
om
www.gobocadagevi.c
om
http://www.kucukveb
utikoteller.com/eng/g
oboca-dag-evi
https://www.faceboo
k.com/ChaletGoboca
DagEvi
http://www.tripadvis
or.com/Hotel_Review
-g2194945-d2533991ReviewsChalet_GobocaCamlihemsin_Rize_Pr
ovince_Turkish_Black
_Sea_Coast.html#REV
IEWS
Batumi, Adjara
Province, Georgia
http://gobatumi.com
/en/home

Its graceful white architecture and subtropical vegetation make it unique among Georgian cities and a magnet for
foreign visitors and Georgians alike. In Batumi, the maritime air has therapeutic properties, positively effecting and
even curing many diseases. The city is also famous for its magnificent Botanical Gardens of Academy of Sciences of
Georgia founded in 1912 and stretching over 120 hectares. The gardens are divided into nine geographical zones
harboring over 5000 different kinds of subtropical plants brought here from all over the world. Another Batumi’s
attraction is the "Singing fountain", the seaside recreation park with a palm grove.
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30.

Ajarian House
Restaurant

31.

Guesthouse
“David Zhorzholiani”

The restaurant is located near a seaside zone, on the shore of
Ardagani Lake in the center of Batumi. It is a two-storey building
with a big and nice yard surrounded by a fence. The garden outside
the restaurant is dotted with intricate models of old buildings and
traditional houses. Inside, it looks like an old tavern. During summer
season you can eat on a small exotic island near the restaurant.The
menu is typical Ajarian cuisine, which is fairly different from
Georgian. The most popular dish is Borano - cheese and butter
baked in a clay pot. Chaqondrili is also interesting - meat with spices
prepared with a special recipe.

Sh. Khimshiashvili
str. 10, Batumi,
Georgia

The guesthouse of the Jorjoliani family "David Zhorzholiani" is
located in the center of Mestia, town in highland Svaneti region
which is the highest inhabited area in the Caucasus surrounded by
3,000–5,000 meter peaks. The guesthouse offers clean and cozy
rooms in a quiet environment. You will be treated to traditional
dishes and offered lunch boxes for tracking tours. The hosts will do
their best to make you feel at home. Various types of rooms are
available for guests, such as single, double, rooms for 3 persons,
rooms for 4 persons. There are 15 bedrooms in total in the
guesthouse, hosting 32 tourists at a time. Six rooms are with their
own bathrooms. The guesthouse can additionally provide vehicles,
tracking tours, horse riding opportunities and qualified guides
speaking in Georgian, Russian and English languages.

3# Seti
Deadlock, Mestia,
Mestia
municipality,
Upper Svaneti,
Georgia
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(+995) 422 21 18 18
(+995) 422 24 49 44
Mob:
(+995) 597 99 19 95
Working hours: 09:00
- 01:00

David Zhorzholiani
(+995) 599 344 948
(+995) 591 926 723

http://gobatumi.com
/en/feelit/aboutbatumi/fooddrink?product=40
http://batumi.travelpl
aces.com.ua/home/s
how?id=689
http://www.tripadvis
or.com/Restaurant_R
eview-g297576d3378853-ReviewsAdjarian_HouseBatumi_Adjara_Regio
n.html
datka_zh@yahoo.co
m
setiguesthouse@gmai
l.com
http://svanetistay.co
m/en/guesthouseseti/
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32.

Kutaisi

The city of Kutaisi, located in Imereti region, has a long and venerable history. The region has been inhabited for at
least three millennia, and the city may well have been the capital of Colchis itself. More recently, Kutaisi spent a
century and a half as the capital of Georgia and is today the second largest city in the country.Kutaisi is considered
one of the most original cities of the country.

Kutaisi, Imereti
Region, Georgia

th

The landmark of the city is the ruined Bagrati Cathedral, built by Bagrat III, king of Georgia, in the early 11
century. The Bagrati Cathedral, and the Gelati Monastery a few km east of the city, are UNESCO World Heritage
Sites. One of the famous churches in Georgia is Motsameta Church. It is named after two saints, brothers David
th
and Constantine. They were the Dukes of Margveti, and were martyred by Arab invaders in the 8 century. Besides
the churches, there are many interesting places in Kutaisi, such as:

the picturesque Rioni river with "suspension verandas";

the historic-ethnographic museum;

a house-museum of Paliashvili;

the art gallery;

Sataplia Cave, where one can observe footprints of dinosaurs;

Geguti Palace, which was one of the residences of Georgian monarchs;

"Okros Chardakhi" – Georgian Kings’ Palace;

and the Pantheon, where many notable citizens are buried.
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33.

Twins Wine Cellar
with Qvevri Museum

Twins Wine Cellar with Qvevri Museum is located in Napareuli
village, Telavi municipality. The winery is named after the twin
brothers Gia and Gela Gamtkitsulashvili who own the winery. Twins
Wine Cellar was founded in 1994 and was the first modern Georgian
winery to bottle a qvevri wine. The cellar has 20 hectares of
vineyard with a concentration of Rkatsiteli. Current production is
300,000 bottles plus some bulk wines. Twins Wine Cellar has 107
qvevris, most of which have 3.5 – 4.5 tones capacity. Twins Wines
are not processed chemically after natural filtration that makes
Twins Wine an ecologically pure product. At "Twins old Callar" you
can find Museum of Wines and Qvevri, the largest statue of Qvevri
in whole Georgia, observe process of wine fermentation through
open qvevris and get real impression how grape transforms into
wine.Qvevri Museum opened in 2014, is the first museum in the
world dedicated to the ancient craft of qvevri making that is now a
part of the UNESCO World Heritage list. The museum shows all
phases of qvevri making including clay preparation, qvevri creating
and washing of different size qvevris. There are several Illustrated
boards which show how the process of fermentation is going in
qvevri and other vessels.
Twins Wine Cellar welcomes large groups and provides many
activities for visitors.Depending on the time of year, visitors can
choose to participate in working in the vineyard including
th
grapeharvesting, working in winery or pressing the grapesin 18
century Satsnakheli (ancient facility for pressing gapes). Other
activities include: touring the winery, making Chacha, attending a
Supra, baking Shoti bread in a traditional Georgian clay tone, making
khinkali, tatara and churchkhela(candy made of grape must, nuts
and flour), wine degustation and enjoying the Kakhetian lunch and
dinner. On a top of the cellar there is a hotel with 12 family rooms (8
standard rooms with 2 and 3 beds and 4 double bed lux rooms).
Hotel interior combines old traditional Georgian and modern styles,
which makes cozy atmosphere. Rooms have beautiful views on
vineyards and Caucasus mountains. In addition to the winery,
vineyards,museum and lodging, Twins Wine Cellar has a restaurant
that serves authentic Georgian foods.
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Napareuli village,
Telavi
municipality,
Kakheti region,
Georgia

Maia

info@cellar.ge

(+995) 595 22 64 04

marketing@cellar.ge

(+995) 322 42 40 42
(+995) 551747474
(+995) 599 17 09 29

http://cellar.ge
https://www.faceboo
k.com/TwinsWineCell
ar
http://winetrailtravel
er.com/georgia/twins
.php
http://winetrailtravel
er.com/georgia/qvevr
imuseum.php
http://www.georgian
holidays.com/sights/
wineries-ingeorgia/twins-winecellar
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34.

Schuchmann
Wines Chateau

Schuchmann winery,located in Kisiskhevi Village ofKakheti region, is
owned by Burkhard Schuchmann who resides in Germany. The winery
produces qvevri and European–style wines. The cellar has two rooms with
several qvevris buried under a stone floor. Schuchmann winery has 120
hectares of vineyards and bottles 400,000 bottles of wine. Of these
150,000 bottles are qvevri-made wines. At Schuchmann, qvevri wines
spend six months in qvevri and then six to twelve months in French oak
barrels.The bulk of the wines made at Schuchmann winery are Europeanstyle. These wines are made in stainless steel tanks and oak barrels.

Kisiskhevi Village,
2200 Telavi
Municipality,
Kakheti Region,
Georgia

Ilia Datunashvili,
Hotel and Restaurant
Manager
(+995) 790 557045
(+995) 577 50 80 05
Fax:
(+995) 790 557045

35.

36.

“Qefilyan”(Qef
o) Hotel

“Tatuyents
Qotuk”,
Heritage House

Heritage house “Tatuyents Qotuk” was built in 1840’s, by Hripsime’s
grand grandfather. With more than 170 years of history it represents one
of the oldest houses in Ashtarak and it is declared as a historical
monument. Meals are served in a nicely decorated old wine cellar. There
is one rustic room on the upper floor for rent. In the backyard of the
th
house, visitors can see findings from the 10 c. Hripsime knows some old
stories and recipes passed down from elders. Meals: 3000-4000 AMD per
person.
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http://www.schuchm
annwines.com/en/georgi
an-winetour/localities.html
http://www.tripadvis
or.com/Hotel_Review
-g1596952-d2281372ReviewsSchuchmann_Wines_
ChateauTelavi_Kakheti_Regio
n.html

The complex includes an elegant design hotel which has its own vineyard
and stunning views of the Caucasus Mountain Range. Guests can enjoy
free wine tours and wine tasting in the hotel's winery, and free Wi-Fi.
Rooms at the Schuchmann Wines Hotel are furnished in a simple
contemporary style offering wooden floors and flat-screen TV. Some
rooms include a fireplace or balcony. The hotel restaurant features
Georgian cuisine and a tasting room where guests can sample local wines.
A buffet breakfast is provided and room service is also available.
A variety of outdoor activities are possible, including cycling, fishing and
horseback riding. The hotel offers bike rental facilities and a terrace where
guests can relax after exploring the Georgian countryside. Schuchmann
Wines Georgia is 5 km away from Telavi city center.
2
The Qefo hotel is located in the village of Haghpat in a 5000 m orchard. It
offersthe most stunning view in the area, straight to the gorge of river
Debed. Qefiliyan Hotel has an elegant interior and features in-room
facilities such as mini bars and satellite television service. WiFi internet
connection is also available at the hotel. Qefiliyan is well-known for its
national cuisine dishes considered to be the best in the region. The hotel
offers horseback trips around the village of Haghpat, as well as to Kayan
Fortress, Dsevanq and Jaghatsadzor.

hotel@schuchmannwines.com

http://winetrailtravel
er.com/georgia/schuc
hmann.php

16 bldg, 19 Str.,
Haghpat village,
Lori Province,
Armenia

(+374) 55 21 02 10

1, Sazhumyan
Str., Ashtarak,
Aragatsotn
Province, Armenia

Hripsime Tumanyan,
owner
(+374) 91 57 68 83

info@qefohotel.com
www.qefohotel.com
http://www.hotels.a
m/qefo-hotel
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37.

The Cross of
Armenian Unity
Ethnographic and
Youth Center

38.

HyeLandz Eco
Village Resort
Type: Guesthouse

39.

Gohar's Guest
House

This fascinating project combines the arts with food and wine-making to
create a powerful overall experience of Armenian Unity. Pottery making,
carpet and rug making, dance and musical performances, combine with
ethnic foods, an art and crafted furniture gallery, a wine cellar, a tavern
and an ethnic dance floor for performing arts. The center also acts as a
youth development center for the community during the weekdays.
Advance reservations should be made.

36 Shahumyan
st,Etchmiadzin,
Armavir Province,
Armenia

HyeLandz Eco Village Resort is for everyone who loves nature and animals.
It is situated in the small village of Geghadir on Yerevan-Garni highway, 15
km southeast of Yerevan. HyeLandz Eco Village Resort represents a unique
choice of stylish village dwellings from newly constructed Armenian tuf
stone houses to charming period cottage style units. The resort offers all
the comforts and conveniences for adults and children to enjoy their stay
with fully equipped cottages and recreational facilities, as well as splendid
gardens and orchards offering organic fruits, vegetables and greens. At
HyeLandz Eco Village Resort a wide range of recreational activities are at
guests’ disposal. Besides having nice walks in the orchards, admiring the
wonderful surroundings, picking and tasting the organic fruits and
vegetables, guests can have fun watching and feeding a great variety of
domestic animals. For those, who prefer staying indoors, HyeLandz game
room offers table tennis, darts, billiard, chess, shashki, nardi, cards and
domino. The outdoor games for children include badminton, kite flying,
ring toss, hula hoop and jump rope, sack race and rope-pulling.

3rd house, 6th
Str., v. Geghadir,
Kotayk Marz,
Armenia

Gohar's Guest House is a nice and cozy family-run B&B offering clean,
comfortable and reasonably priced accommodations. Established in 1993,
the Guest House has been serving tourists, outdoor enthusiasts and other
travelers for over 15 years. Gohar's Guest House is located 1 km from
Yeghegnadzor city center.It features a lush garden, a terrace fitted with a
table, chairs and a barbecue, hospitable landlords, great food and
comfortable nice rooms.An outdoor seasonal pool is available, as well as
free Wi-Fi and parking.

44, Spandaryan
Str.,
Yeghegnadzor,
Vayots Dzor
Province, Armenia

Friendly hosts, Gohar and her family, will make your stay memorable.
Gohar is a wonderful cook. She is also well informed about all the
interesting sights in Vayots Dzor region and is always ready to help her
guests to organize their tours in the region. Here one can feel real
Armenian family warmth, eat delicious food, prepare Armenian barbeque
by oneself, swim in open air pool and feel as a part of the family.
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Narine Muradyan
(+374) 231 45 610

info@cau.am
caungoam@gmail.co
m
www.cau.am
Facebook : Cross of
Armenian Unity NGO

Contact: Arthur
Zakarian, Paytsar
Saribekyan, Satenik
Eloyan

info@hyelandz.com
http://hyelandz.com/

Management
( +374) 98 33 33 99
Administration &
Reservation
(+374) 98 33 33 22
Business hours: 9am 7pm

Gohar Gevorgyan
(+374) 93 826477
(+374) 94 33 29 93
(English)
(+374) 281 23324

sargisyan@hotmail.co
m
https://sites.google.c
om/site/goharsguest
house/
http://www.hostelwo
rld.com/hosteldetails.
php/Gohar-s-GuestHouse/Yeghegnadzor
/73581
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40.

Wings of Tatev
Arial Tramway

41.

Hotel Basen

The Wings of Tatev Aerial Tramway was built as part of the Tatev Revival
Project. The length of the aerial line broke the world record, and its
construction was also completed in a record-breaking timeframe of ten
months. The project was designed and implemented by
Doppelmayr/Garaventa, an Austrian-Swiss company that is a world leader
in aerial tramway design. A cable car ride to the Monastery takes just 12
minutes. By land it would take 40 minutes along the steep, winding road
through the Vorotan River Gorge. As one tramway cabin reaches the Tatev
Terminal, the other arrives at the Halidzor Terminal. Each cabin holds 25
passengers and a tram driver, and each hour 200 passengers ride this
unique tramway. Three massive supports divide the ropeway into four
sections, with the longest at 2.7 kilometers. From this section, passengers
can enjoy a magnificent view as they approach the Monastery.
Ticket price: Adults – one way 3000 AMD; round trip 4000 AMD
Children (under 110 cm) -100 AMD
2
Hotel Basen in Sisian consists of 23 extra-large (25 m )rooms, most of
which are located in newly built cottages. The rooms are quiet and have
views and access to the garden.The hotel has a restaurant, which is very
much a traditional one – cozy wooden interior with Armenian design
elements, as well as a “Tonratun” bakery for baking “Lavash” bread and
for entertaining the guests by involving them in the process.
The hotel cooperates with local painters and ceramists and organizes
exhibitions and sales of their works. The hotel also cooperates with local
bands and organizes concerts and dance performances whenever the
guests express an interest. At the end of the performance the guests are
invited to learn a simple Armenian dance.

The villages of
Halidzor and
Tatev, Syunik
Province, Armenia

(+374) 60 46 33 33
Working hours:
Tuesday - Sunday
from 10:00 to 18:00
(the last flight time is
17:45).

info@tatever.com
http://tatever.com/e
n/

The aerial tramway
works 6 days a week
except Mondays
(maintenance).

6-8 Vorotan,
Sisian, Syunik
Region, Armenia

Hasmik AsatrianAzoyan
(+374) 283 24 662
(+374) 93 434685

contact@basenhotel.
am
http://www.basenhot
el.am/
https://www.faceboo
k.com/pages/BasenHotel/397492836964
970

The Manager Hasmik Asatrian-Azoyan speaks English fluently and knows
all about the region and possible trips in the area. As one specialty, Basen
Hotel offers trips to the thousands of petroglyphs at Ughtasar mountain
which are nearly impossible to reach without guide as the “roads” are not
marked, require a powerful 4x4 drive and some experiences in offroaddriving.
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42.

Areni Cave
Complex

The Areni-1 Cave complex, also known as the T'rchuneri (Bird) Cave, is located in the Arpa RiverCanyon next to Areni
village in Vayots Dzor Province.The Areni-1 Cave Complex has proven to be a treasure trove of Copper Age artifacts
including the oldest shoe, brain, and winery in the world!Also in 2011, the discovery of a straw skirt dating to 3900 BC
was reported.

Areni village, Vayots
Dzor Province,
Armenia
th

4 millennium BC
First investigated by archaeologists in 2007, the Areni caves consist of a number of burial sites dating back to 5000 - 4000
BCE. Excavations during 2007-2008 uncovered 3 pot burials in the rear chamber of the cave. Each pot contained a
Copper Age human skull with no associated grave goods. All skulls belong to sub-adults of 9–16 years of age.
Remarkably, one skull contained a piece of a well-preserved brain tissue. This is the oldest known human brain from the
Old World.

Contact-Arthur
(+374) 93 661583

But the amazing finds didn't stop there. In 2010, it was announced that the earliest known shoe was found in the cave, a
stunningly preserved, 5,500-year-old leather moccasin. While sandals and other primitive footwear have been
discovered from era's farther back, the foot wrap is the oldest example of its kind in existence.
Shortly after finding the ancient footwear, the researchers then discovered what seemed to be an ancient wine press.
The 6,100 year-old wine-making site is, unsurprisingly, also the earliest proof of wine-making ever found. Archaeologists
have unearthed a wine press for stomping grapes, fermentation and storage vessels, drinking cups, and withered grape
vines, skins, and seeds. It is believed that Areni winery is at least a thousand years older than the winery unearthed in
the West Bank in 1963, which is the second oldest currently known.
Tying all of these discoveries together, the archaeologists have theorized that since the wine was likely made by stepping
barefoot on the grapes, the leftover shoe was a result of this, and the winery's proximity to the burial site in turn lead
them to believe that the libation had a sacred component to it.
Excavations also yielded an extensive array of Copper Age artifacts dating to between 6,200 and 5,900 years ago. The
new discoveries within the cave move early bronze-age cultural activity in Armenia back by about 800 years. Additional
discoveries at the site include metal knives, seeds from more than 30 types of fruit, remains of dozens of cereal species,
rope, cloth, straw, grass, reeds and dried grapes and prunes.
The cave is not always open. To make sure you will not find it closed call Arthur, the local guide, or contact the security
officer at the entrance to the canyon. The cave is reached by taking a footpath behind the restaurant up the steep hill to
the triangular entry points into the cave.
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43.

44.

“Areni” Wine
Factory

Avshar Wine
Factory

The Areni Winery is a young winery in the Vayots Dzor valley known for its
famous wine grapes and traditional production process in Armenian wine.
Areni Winery specializes in the production of premium dry red VayotsDzor
wines from the Areni grape. It produces 80,000 - 100,000 bottles of wine a
year and also ages its wines in oak barrels for one to fifteen years.The
majority of their products are exported. “Areni” Wine Factory witha newly
build degustation hall is the best place to taste Areni wine. Here you can
take a tour of the factory, watch a short movie (available in 4 languages)
about region’s and factory’s history, wine and grapes. Tasting of variety of
14 grape and fruit wines with dried fruits, “lavash” and local cheese. While
here, take the opportunity to visit the factory’s grape fields near Areni.

Areni village,
(Yeghegnadzor
region), Vayots
Dzor Marz, 3604,
Armenia

Rafik Simonyan
(Founder, Director)
(+374) 93 42 44 06
(+374) 94424427

areniwines@gmail.co
m
http://www.areniwin
es.am

Working days:
Mon -Fri

Tourism and tour
department:
(+374) 94 42 44 02

http://www.atb.am/e
n/tourist/city/vinnoe
_delo/areni/

Working hours:
09:00-21:00

Fax:
(+374) 281 60 410

Avshar Wine Factory is one of the leading producers of alcoholic drinks in
Armenia, located in the village of Avshar of Ararat Province. Founded in
1968, the factory operated as a state enterprise but was privatized in
1995 in the aftermath of Armenia's independence from the USSR and the
ensuing transition to a market economy. The factory is located in the
Avshar village of the Ararat region, one of Armenia's leading agricultural
areas. Armenian traditions and folklore suggest that wine production in
the region dates back to Noah planting grapes upon his descent from
Mount Ararat in the Book of Genesis.

Avshar village,
Ararat Province
0605, Armenia,

Arayik T. Grigoryan,
President
( +374) 238 41782

Working days:
Mon-Fri
10:00-18:00

Fax
(+374) 10577842

http://www.avsharwine.am/
http://www.atb.am/e
n/tourist/city/vinnoe
_delo/avshar/

The Avshar company was founded by Temur Grigoryan, who transferred
ownership and operations of the factory to his son Arayik Grigoryan in
1994. The factory underwent a thorough renovation and modernization
after it was privatized. Since 1999, the company has exported products to
Germany, Belgium, Israel, CIS countries, and USA. The factory's main
products are brandy (Armenian cognac), wine and vodka.
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