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The closure of “Promoting Innovative Rural 
Tourism in the Black Sea Basin Region” project 
was held on 1 April 2015 in Varna, Bulgaria. The 
key staff from partner organizations partici-
pated in the event. During the event the part-
ners summed up what was done and what is still 
to be done in the framework of the project. The 
partners discussed the format and the deadlines 
of final reporting as well as details and the top-
ics of the advocacy forums, round tables and 
promotional events to be held by the project 
end. 
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With the financial support of the European Union 
four countries-Armenia, Bulgaria, Georgia and 
Turkey developed a Single Cross-Border Visitor’s 
Package (SCBV package). The package includes ten 
touristic itineraries. The travel agencies of the 
four partner countries will be able to sell the 
pacakge soon. Tourists from all over the world will 
have the chance to visit four countries with one 

package.  

The official launch of the package took place on 19 
March in Erebuni Hall of Erebuni Plaza Business 
Center, Yerevan. The event was organized by the 
EU Delegation to Armenia and Heifer Project 
International Armenian Branch. 
Head of EU Delegation to Armenia, Ambassador 
Trian Hristea, International Aid/Cooperation 
Officer at the EU Delegation to Armenia John 
Barker, RA Deputy Minister of Agriculture Armen 
Harutyunyan, guests from Armenia, Bulgaria, 
Georgia and Turkey, representatives from RA 
ministries, Governments of partner countries, 
foreign missions and embassies, international and 
local organizations were present at the official 
launch of the package. 

Heifer Armenia’s partner in Turkey-

Gumushane National Educational Provincial 

Directorate hosted partners and local service 

providers from Armenia, Georgia and Bul-

garia at the Summit of Local Service Provid-

ers on 20 February 2015. During the summit 

the Declaration of Trans-border Association 

of local service providers was adopted. 

Heifer Armenia’s partner in Turkey-

Gumushane National Educational Provincial 
Directorate hosted partners from Armenia, 
Bulgaria and Georgia to participate in the 
project assessment meeting on 21 February 
2015. 

During the meeting the partners reflected on 

the cooperation in the framework of the pro-

ject, shared and assessed the achievements 

that the project has made so far. The part-

ners also discussed important organizational 

and event management issues regarding the 

upcoming official presentation of the main 

product of the project to be held in Arme-

nia.  

The PIRT project is implemented by Heifer Ar-
menia and its partners from Georgia, Turkey 
and Bulgaria. The project is directed at sup-
porting regional cooperation and cross border 
partnerships for economic and social develop-
ment in four Black Sea Basin countries 
(Armenia, Bulgaria, Turkey, Georgia) based on 
combined resources through creation of rural 
tourism networks in order to promote joint 
tourism development initiatives and traditional 
products. 

In the framework of the project a unique tour-
istic product Single Cross-border Visitor 
package (SCBV package) has been devel-
oped. The package offers different touristic 
itineraries. The travel agencies of the four 
partner countries will be able to sell the 
package soon. Tourists from all over the world 
will have the chance to visit four countries 
with one package. 
The SCBV package will increase the inter-
flows of visitors on the regional level and 
contribute to unprecedented cooperation be-
tween national authorities in the region and 
intra-country, aimed ultimately to sustaining 
the cross-border impacts of rural tourism. 


