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T

he Black Sea is a sea in Southeastern Europe. It is bounded by Europe, Anatolia and the Caucasus,
and drains through the Mediterranean into the Atlantic Ocean, via the Aegean Sea and various straits.
The Bosphorus Strait connects it to the Sea of Marmara, and the Strait of the Dardanelles connects
that sea to the Aegean Sea region of the Mediterranean. These waters separate Eastern Europe and western
Asia. The Black Sea is also connected to the Sea of Azov by the Strait of Kerch.
The Black Sea has an area of 436,400 km2, a maximum depth of 2,212 m and a volume of 547,000 km3.
Important cities along the coast include Batumi, Burgas, Constanta, Giresun, Hopa, Istanbul, Kerch, Mangalia, Navodari, Novorossiysk, Odessa, Ordu, Poti, Rize, Samsun, Sevastopol, Sochi, Sozopol, Sukhumi,
Trabzon, Varna, Yalta an Zonguldak.
As Black Sea Basin countries Armenia, Bulgaria, Georgia and Turkey have their "Black Sea Pearls":
Lake Sevan in Armenia, Kaliakra Cape in Bulgharia, Batumi in Georgia and Amasra in Turkey.
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Lake Sevan

A

rmenia has no access to the sea, and this might be a killjoy for many people, but as a Black Sea Basin country
Armenia has its blue pearl – Lake Sevan, which is a treasure that Armenians will never trade for anything. This lake is the
pride of the Armenian people and it’s where lots of Armenians go
to spend their memorable summer vacations. Armenians all over
the world appreciate and treasure it.

Pearl of Armenian Highlands

As you look at the lake it seems as if you are delving into an eternity where no one is there but you and where every piece of you
seems to be concentrated on the lake, while the magic of the lake
takes you beyond boundaries you might have never been before.
It’s your own world in which only you are soaring with your own
thoughts and it seems to be fully harmonized with the sounds of
the lake’s transparent water and the breeze blowing on your face

and the beautiful nature around. In brief, the lake is awesome and
amazingly cool.
Lake Sevan is the largest lake in Armenia and the Caucasus region. It is one of the largest freshwater high-altitude lakes in the
world. The lake is situated in the central part of the Republic of
Armenia, in the Gegharkunik Province, at the altitude of 1,900 m
above sea level. The total surface area of its basin is about
5,000 km2, the lake itself is 940 km2, and the volume is 34.0 billion
m3. It is fed by 28 rivers and streams. Only 10% of the outgoing
water is drained by the Hrazdan (Razdan) river, while the remaining
90% evaporates.
This huge mountain lake which takes up 5% of Armenia's surface area is about 2,000 meters above sea level. On a clear and
sunny day, the water is often a deep turquoise color. The shores
are white sand and most beaches are not crowded. The monastery peninsula is the most popular spot, and is the closest place
to visit as well. The water is about 18-22 Celsius in the summer, a
very refreshing swim after a hot week in Yerevan. It is a freshwater
lake, so you do not have any salt residue after swimming.
Sevan is the recreation spot in Armenia, for locals and tourists
alike. Over 160 beach resorts, from the humblest beach front with
huts and camping spots to the most pretentious hotels in Armenia
angle for trade and on a July or August weekend night they are almost all full. The hub of all this summer fun is the Sevan peninsula,
with an 8th c monastery overlooking the beach-partying crowd,
who revel in the water by day (sailing, skiing, paragliding, water
boarding, jet skiing) and party onshore at night.
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Sevan peninsula and Medieval Monastery

Back then the peninsula used to be an island. During the time
when Armenia was part of the USSR, considerable amount of
water was drained from Sevan for irrigation purpose. As a result
the water level dropped by 20m, leaving the monastery reachable
from land. Today, the Armenian government is trying to increase
the level of water again. The long staircase takes visitors up to the
top of the peninsula.
There are two churches on the peninsula of Sevan. These two
churches were built in 874 AD and together form the Sevanavank
Monastery. According to an inscription found in the territory, the
monastery was built by Armenian princess Mariam, daughter of
Ashot I, who later became the king of Armenia and the founder
of Bagratuni dynasty. Sevanavank is one of the 30 churches that
Princess Mariam vowed to build in the memory of her husband.
King Ashot I, in his turn, presented six villages and gardens in the
territory of today’s Garni and Yerevan to the monastery.
However, the peninsula was a religious center even centuries
before the construction of Sevanavank Monastery churches. Surb

Harutyun Church was built by Gregory the Illuminator, the founder
of the Armenian Apostolic Church. It is said that the church was
ruined during an earthquake in 995. Even before Armenia’s adoption of Christianity as a state religion there was a small pagan temple on the island of Sevan.
Sevanavank Monastery has played a crucial role in Armenian
history; in fact, it has served as a place for battle. Its location and
the fact that it was then completely surrounded by water made it
a good strategic shelter for Armenian King Ashot II (also known as
Ashot Erkat, "Erkat" meaning "Iron"). The battle was between the
Armenian forces led by Gevorg Marzpetuni and Arab army led by
commander Bashir. The battle was won by the Armenian forces
that included both soldiers and monks.
Sevanavank Monastery is comprised of two churches, Surb
Arakelots (Holy Apostles) and Surb Astvatsamayr (Holy Mother
of God). The architecture of both churches is almost the same;
they are made of black tuff in the form of a cross. Surb Astvatsamayr Church used to preserve the most important gifts to the

monastery, including 200 manuscripts, 400 printed books, jewelry,
crosses, and many other items. Some inscriptions dating back to
the 9th century are still preserved on Surb Arakelots Church. The
wooden door of this church is particularly worth attention, as it
dates back to the 15th century and its carvings prove the brilliance
of medieval Armenian art. In 1930s both churches were closed
down. Today, only Surb Arakelots Church is open to public. Both
churches were reconstructed in 1950s. The entrance of the church
is decorated with dozens of khatchkars (cross-stones).

Flora

Beaches

Numerous beaches are located along the entire lake shore. The
most popular of them is a 2.5-km stretch on the northern shore,
extending northwest from the peninsula. Activities include swimming, sunbathing, jet skiing, windsurfing and sailing. The area also
includes numerous campgrounds and picnic areas for daytime
use. A less-developed beach destination stretches along the eastern shore from Tsovagyugh to Shorzha.

The lake’s basin includes around 1600 species of vascular plants.
Out of the 1600 species 48 are registered in the Red Data Book
of Armenia.

Fauna

The lake’s fauna includes fishes, reptiles, amphibians, birds and
mammals.
There are six species of fishes; two are endemic and two are
registered in the Red Data Book of Armenia. Notably the most
popular fish is ishkhan (trout), which means "Prince" in English
and which is at the edge of extinction. On the whole, all native
species are in decline. Among them are Ishkhan, Sevan barbel
and Sevan Koghak.
There are four species of amphibians. They are mostly noted
in those places where there are small ponds, pools and puddles.
There are 18 species of reptile and there are 210 species of birds
out of which only one is endemic. The most commonly seen species are Eurasian coot, mallard and Armenian gull. There are 36
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Sailing on Cilicia Ship on Sevan

species of mammals. The most commonly met ones are European
hare, red fox, wolf and so on.

Sevan National Park

The park was established in 1978 and protects an area of 150,000
ha. It includes the lake and 24.800 ha of surrounding land. In 1993
it was designated as a Ramsar site (Ramsar sites are wetlands of
international importance).
The national park is composed of three main zones – the core
(reserve) zone, the recreation zone and the zone for economic use.

One can enjoy sailing on Cilicia ship. The legendary "Cilicia"
sailing ship was built similar to those ships that were popular in Cilician Armenia in the 13th century. It mimics not only
the appearance and decorative elements but also crew's outfit.
Medieval construction techniques of Cilician Armenia that used
various types of oak and pine have been preserved until nowadays.
The captain of "Cilicia" is Karen Balayan, and the idea to go sailing on an Armenian sailing ship after so many centuries was born
25 years ago. After researching traditions of the earlier Armenian
marine navigation those who dreamt of sailing built the sailing ship
and took it to an open sea under the flags of the Armenian Republic and Cilician Armenia. Construction of the sailing ship took 11
years and testing took another 2. In 2004 the ship was transported
to the Black sea and in 2004-2006 it sailed through the medieval
trade routes making a journey in three phases. First time in the
nautical history "Cilicia" made a circle around Europe visiting 25
countries and 62 harbors.

Kaliakra Cape
Black Sea Pearl of Bulgaria
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K

aliakra is a long and narrow headland in the Southern Dobruja region of the northern Bulgarian Black Sea Coast, located 12 km east of Kavarna and 60 km northeast of Varna. The coast is steep with vertical cliffs reaching 70 m down to
the sea.

from Africa into Eastern and Northern Europe. Many rare and migrant birds can be seen here in Spring and Autumn and, like much
of this coastline, is home to several rare breeding birds.
It also features the remnants of the fortified walls, water-main,
baths and residence of Despot Dobrotitsa in the short-lived Princi-

Kaliakra is a nature reserve, where dolphins and cormorants can
be observed. It sits on the Via Pontica, a major bird migration route

pality of Karvuna's medieval capital. The Bolata Cove with a small
sheltered beach lies just north at the mouth of a picturesque canyon, also part of the nature reserve.
The name "Kaliakra" is of Byzantine Greek origin and is translated as "Beautiful Headland".
Cape Kaliakra is one of the most beautiful and historic Capes
in Europe. Situated close to the Romanian border, it is a favorite
stop for tourists looking for pretty sights and interesting historic
places to visit north of Varna. The fortress was successively used
by Tracians, Romans, Byzantines and Bulgarians.
According to legends, the fortress was guarding the treasuries of Lyzimah, successor of Alexander the Great. Today there
are quite many remains of those ancient settlements, which can

be seen exhibited in a small museum. One can also read there a
legend telling the story of several Bulgarian girls who chose to
jump from the high cape into the sea but not to be captured and
converted to Islam by the Turks. The Kaliakra cape was declared
a protected area in 1941.

It is one of the few places of the rare species of sea and bird life.
Nearby Durankulak Lake is famous for hosting more than 250 rare
species – fish, reptiles, amphibians, marsh birds and plants, many
of them included in the Red Book of Bulgaria. The lake is declared
a protected area. But it is not only nature that attracts experts and
tourists to this place. On the big island, in the lake an archeological park (which the scientists call "Bulgarian Troy") is located.
At Cape Kaliakra, you will find endless ways to fill your days
from Golf on three of the finest courses in Europe, bathing in several private beaches to indulging in a pampering massage.

Scuba Diving at Kaliakra Cape

Although, this continental sea which has only one narrow connection with the Mediterranean basin through Bosphorus Strait,
does not classify as well known diving destination, it offers unique
diving conditions and underwater environment which may intrigue

every scuba diver either beginner or experienced.                
Stretching over two and a half kilometers out in the sea, the
cape’s walls rise almost seventy meters vertical above the sea
level forming the wide curve of the Bay of Birds which extends
toward the lower cliffs of "Yailata" area (another natural preserve)
further north, until it gently slopes down to the dunes of Shabla
Lighthouse – the most ancient, but still functioning navigational
beacon not only in the Black Sea, but in the entire Mediterranean
region even.
On a first sight, these breath-taking coastal cliffs may bring a
false impression to the observer that deep sea waters are hiding
beneath the sea surface next to those. Actually, it is in opposite,
the belaying underwater reefs are very shallow in less than ten me-
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ters of depth. The bottom topography is various with huge rocks
fell of the cliffs with the time due erosion and many swim-through
passages formed from the serge motion. On some particular dive
sites even partially flooded caves may be explored underwater.
These enclosed and shallow aquatic environments have been occupied from the Monk seal – specie not existing anymore in Black
Sea, unfortunately.
The dive sites in the immediate vicinity of cape Kaliakra are approachable only by boat. The other diving locations further north
are more or less accessible from the shore, but underwater guidance of well experienced local dive master is highly recommended,
because the proper water entry/exit points to those multiple dive
sites are very limited and may require specific safety procedures to
be followed. The sea life of the Black Sea is unique. In the coastal
waters north of cape Kaliakra you may observe steady population
of seahorses, but mainly in June when the water temperate is still
moderate. Later in the season these gorgeous species appear occasionally. Another quite attractive creature that pertains to this lo-

cal Black Sea underwater environment is an amphibious harmless
type of snake which preys in the water, but takes its catch outside in open air to swallow it. In September, when the autumn fish
migration starts, the cormorant becomes very active, performing
hundred dives per day for feed. The underwater visibility ranges
significantly and changes frequently. During most of the summer
season it is in between eight to ten meters in shore, but depending
on the wind direction mainly, it may drop down to less than three
meters in twenty four hours period of time. The water temperature
also ranges even during the hot months of the year and the thermo
clines are not rare, including in shallow water areas. The average
water temperature in July till middle of September is twenty degree Celsius to the depth of ten meters. In the month of June it
tends to be slightly lower. The highest period for the blossom of
the phytoplankton is in the second half of August when is the pick
of the water temperature which may exceed twenty five degrees
Celsius. At that time some of the species migrate to deeper and
cooler water environment, mostly bottom habitants.
The diving season runs from April until November. The best
time for diving the Black Sea is in the summer, between June and
September. Sea temperature will then be warm, up to around
24oC.

Batumi

Black Sea Pearl in Georgia
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B

atumi is a seaside city on the Black Sea coast and capital
of Adjara, an autonomous republic in southwest Georgia.
With a population of 190,000, Batumi serves as an important port and a commercial center. It is situated in a subtropical
zone, rich in agricultural produce such as citrus fruit and tea. While
industries of the city include shipbuilding, food processing, and
light manufacturing, most of its economy revolves around tourism.
Batumi is an attractive destination not only during hot summer
season but also in spring and autumn. Sunbathing and swimming
is possible already from the beginning of May. Sea season is even
more pleasant in September-October. Winters are warm and summers are hot. Besides sea one can visit amazing mountainous
Ajara. After just few-hour’s drive you can enjoy spectacular mountainous landscapes on 2.000-2.500 m above the sea level. In Ajara
tourists are mainly attracted by unique combination of mountains
and sea, beautiful landscapes and calm environment.

Unforgettable Dolphin Show

The Black Sea often gives a chance to see swimming dolphins in
it. Therefore, dolphin is considered as a symbol of Batumi. That’s
why sculptures of dolphin can be abundantly found in the city. Ba-
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The Balmy Beaches

Gonio-Apsaros Fortress

tumi Dolphinarium, established in 1974, is a real visit card of Batumi and represents an interesting attraction for tourists as well
as local dwellers. The shows are presented in three languages.
Swimming with the dolphins available at Batumi Dolphinarium
can be an unforgettable experience for every visitor. Batumi dolphinarium presents to its guests the new interactive show. It includes about 30 acts: three dances, playing with rings and balls,
balancing on the tails, unforgettable Foot Push and many other
new and old stunning moments. There is also a surprise waiting
for the guests - the most active ones will have the opportunity
to try themselves as dolphin trainers. The dolphin demonstration
program is an educational performance with the elements of the
show which is conducted in any weather conditions. The show, in
which eight dolphins participate, is performed in three languages
(Georgian, English and Russian).

Batumi is beautifully surrounded by the Black Sea on one side and
the green hills on the other side. The sunset at the Batumi beach
is very special and if you enjoy long walks, it offers the perfect
setting with a well-kept park behind the beach. The park has a
sea facing promenade, where life is buzzing between the trees at
its many cafes. In the evening, holidaymakers, amorous couples
and groups of youths with attitude loiter round the park. eating ice
cream, kicking balls, etc.

Must See Tourist Spots

Among the many attractions within the city and in the region the
most memorable ones are Gonio-Apsaros (a Byzantine castle Ten
miles south of town) and the detritus of stone Roman waterworks.
Also there is the unbeatable Water dance and Music show at night,

a deep Botanical garden, Nurigeli Lake and some great religious
structures like Catholic and Armenian churches and Old Mosque.

Events at Batumi

The events held during the tourist season practically meet the
needs and tastes of all-age customers. The Festival of Folklore
is annually held in Batumi. It takes place on the open-air stylized
stage and captivates the viewers by grandeur of performance.
Every summer Batumi hosts the festival of Symphonic music.
This little town fills with divine sounds of music for several days.
Georgia is a prominent country for its theatrical achievements. A
beautiful and lively traditional festival held in August is the festival
of Neptune on the beach. It is a picturesque show of suntanned
happy and hilarious people enjoying the sun, the sea and life,
which lasts until late midnight and involves various funny games
and contests.
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Amasra

One of the longest seaside boulevards in the
world

The construction of Batumi Boulevard was started in 1881 by
the French gardener and it is distinguished by its beauty and diversity. The Boulevard is still in the process of its development
and is regularly beatified with fountains, modern sculptures and

Black Sea Pearl of Turkey

tourist attractions. Nowadays, Boulevard is 8 km long with its old
and new parts distinguished by broad walking and bicycle paths,
evergreen plants, unique combination of magnolias and palms,
fountains, bungalows, cafe lounges, children attractions and other
entertaining objects.

One of the richest in the world botanical
garden

If you love nature and cozy environment, amazing sea views and
scent of plants and flowers Batumi Botanical Garden is an ideal
place for you. Botanical garden has no analogue in the world as
plant species from completely different climatic and landscape
zones grow together in harmony. Here you can see the Canary

Palm and Japanese Sakura coexisting in the same conditions.
The garden features thousand species of astonishingly beautiful
flowers.

Variety of types of tourism and diversity
of nature

Ajara, together with Sea resort Batumi and its mountainous resorts, is becoming more and more interesting tourist destination.
The resorts located on 1.500-2.000 m above the sea level are suitable for all four seasons and offer romantic resting opportunities
for tourists. Coniferous forest of mountainous Ajara contributes
to the healthy ionization of the air and is distinguished by treating
qualities. In addition, protected areas in Ajara and other natural
treasures offer unforgettable experiences to eco tourism lovers.
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A

masra is the beautiful seaside resort town and a Black
Sea port (in the Bartin province, Turkey) with a nice beach,
pleasant vistas, and great fish restaurants. Located on
two rocky promontories and surrounded by an impressive cliff
lined coast, the ancient Amasra, is one of the jewels of the Turkish
Black Sea coast.
The town is today much appreciated for its beaches and natural setting, which has made tourism the most important activity for

a moderate number of summer visitors, keeping it pleasant and
relatively undeveloped, although there are hotels for vacationers.
Situated in the ancient region of Paphlagonia, the original city
seems to have been called Sesamus and it is mentioned by Homer in conjunction with Cytorus.
With its architectural heritage, Amasra is a member of the Norwich-based European Association of Historic Towns and Regions.

Amasra Castle

Archaeological Museum

Amasra Castle was built during the Roman period. The walls of
the castle were built by the Byzantines. The front walls and gates
were built by the Genoese in the 14th and 15th centuries. Though
located on a narrow peninsula, a tunnel under the castle leads to
a fresh water pool.

its inhabitants. Amasra has two islands: the bigger one is called
Büyük ada (Great Island) while the smaller one is called Tavşan
adası (Rabbit Island).
Amasra is a pretty little town off by itself, set on a fortified promontory jutting northward into the Black Sea. Because the coastal
roads to east and west are not all that good, Amasra gets only

Amasra Church Mosque

There is a fine medium sized archaeological museum by the sea
with remains from both land and underwater. Of particular interest
is a statue of the snake god Glykon, a fraudulent creation of a local
entrepreneur during Roman imperial times.

Built as a Byzantine church in the 9th century AD, the church is a
small chapel and its narthex section consists of three parts. After
Fatih Sultan Mehmet conquered Amasra in 1460, it was converted
to a mosque. The church mosque was closed to prayer in 1930.
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Bird's Rock Road Monument

Bird's Rock Road Monument was created between AD 41-54 by
order of Bithynia et Pontus Governor Gaius Julius Aquila. It was
a resting place and monument. At the time when Claudius was
Rome's Emperor, Aguila was the commander of the building army
in the eastern provinces. It is located a little outside Amasra on the
road and is easily accessed by steps leading from the roadside.

Surfing

For those who love surfing, Turkey offers warm and crystal clear
waves of Mediterranean on the south as well as wind swells
of Black Sea on the north. The wave period is shorter than the
ocean waves but can reach up to periods of 11-12 second swells
although the average swell period is 6–7 seconds.
Southern Turkey, the Mediterranean side, is a better surf destination for winter months with its warm blue waters, versatile
waves, historical seaside towns and traditional Turkish cuisine.
Winter season is the high season for waves and low season for
tourist activity lowering the accommodation prices.
One can enjoy long mellow waves suitable both for long and
short-board surfing. These waves are suitable for both beginners
and experts alike. Black Sea also offers rideable waves of different
range from one to 12 feet. Nowadays you can find a handful of
local surfers surfing the region on a regular basis.

