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irdwatching or birding is a form of wildlife observation in which the observation of birds is a recreational activity. It can be done with the naked eye, through a visual enhancement device like
binoculars and telescopes, or by listening for bird sounds. Birdwatching often involves a significant
auditory component, as many bird species are more easily detected and identified by ear than by eye. Most
birdwatchers pursue this activity for recreational or social reasons, unlike ornithologists, who engage in the
study of birds using formal scientific methods.
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Armenia

rmenia’s physical characteristics, variety of habitats and geographical situation at the crossroads of Europe, Asia and
the Middle East explain the rich avifauna found in the country. Some 359 species have been recorded in Armenia (of
which 13 are rare or accidental in Armenia and are not included in the species count), with 245 proven to breed here and
about 170 found in winter. Following a major flyway more than 180 species pass through Armenia on the way to and from their
wintering grounds in the Middle East and Africa.
The best time to visit Armenia is mid-May – mid-June. Visiting in May could produce a number of late migrants and
increase chances with Caucasian Grouse and Semi-colla red Flycatcher (which become very hard to find from mid-June). But
those who have Pale Rockfinch on their primary ‘target list’ should plan their trip closer to mid-June, as the species arrives
normally in 1st-2nd third of June and in some years in the last third of the month!

Arpi Lake National Park, Shirak Marz1

Arpi Lake National Park is a Ramsar site

(Ramsar sites are wetlands of international importance
designated under the Ramsar Convention)
More than 190 bird species have been observed in the area,
of which about 120 are breeding in the park. Local breeding avifauna is particularly notable for the diversity of birds associated
with wetlands and mountain meadows. The lake is the habitat
for the biggest colony of ArmeCommon Shelduck
nian Gull (Larus armeniacus) in
the world (7,000-10,000 pairs
are known to breed on the two
islands, comprising 60% of the
population in Armenia) and the
only breeding site of Dalmatian
pelican (Pelicanus crispus) in Armenia. Among the endangered
species that are regularly seen in the Park are Corn Crake (Crex
crex), Black Stork (Ciconia nigra), Common Shelduck (Tadorna
1

Marz – Province

tadorna) and Common Crane (Grus grus). Over 100 species occur
during spring and autumn migration and about 70 species overwinter in the Park despite severe winter cold. Migrant waterbirds
could be found at the north-eastern and western shores of the
lake, where they gather on mudflats, shoals and on the islands, as
well as around marshes along the Akhurian River. Many migrating
passerines are attracted to wooded areas near Shaghik and Garnarich villages, and to the woodland in the Akhurian River gorge.
The best time to visit in breeding season is mid-April to late June,
while autumn visit in late August to late October would be particularly rewarding for observing raptor migration.

Ardenis Lake, Shirak Marz
The lake serves as a habitat for a number of various waders and
ducks. The Red-necked grebe (Podiceps griseigena) only survives here. The uniqueness of the lake with adjacent wetlands
and meadows is also demonstrated by other rare species like the
Corncrake (Crex crex) and the
Red-necked grebe
Common Crane (Grus grus), one
of the rarest birds in Armenia.
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Ijevan State Sanctuary, Tavush Marz

Grey Partridge

Ijevan State Sanctuary is represented by Grey Partridge (Perdix
perdix), Twite (Carduelis flavi
rostris), Caspian Snowcock (Te
traogallus caspius). The territory
of the forest is one of the main eagle habitats in Armenia. There are
many other birds of prey - a hawk, owl and black kite.

Dilijan National Park, Tavush Marz

The avifauna of Dilijan National Park is abundant and is represented
by 150 species including Caucasian Black Grouse (Tetrao mlokosiewiczi), Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), Bearded Eagle (Gypaetus barbatus aureus), Caspian Snowcock (Tetraogallus caspius), Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo), Northern Goshawk (Accipiter
gentilis), Eurasian sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus), Black Kite (Milvus migrans), Lesser Spotted Eagle (Clanga pomarina), European
Honey Buzzard (Pernis apivorus), Common Wood Pigeon (Columba palumbus), Eurasian Eagle-Owl, (Bubo bubo), Tawny Owl (Strix
aluco), Bearded Vulture (Gypaetus barbatus), Griffon Vulture (Gyps
fulvus), Common Quail (Coturnix coturnix), Grey Partridge (Perdix
perdix), Twite (Carduelis flavirostris), Red-fronted Serin (Serinus
pusillus), Rock Sparrow (Petronia petronia), Rock Bunting
(Emberiza cia), Eurasian Skylark
(Alauda arvensis), Crested Lark
(Galerida cristata), Horned Lark
(Eremophila alpestris), Alpine
Hoopoe
Chough (Pyrrhocorax graculus),
Common Raven (Corvus corax), Western Rock Nuthatch (Sitta
neumayer) , Hoopoe (Upupa
epops), different sub-species of
Kingfisher, White Wagtail (Motacilla alba), Grey Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea), White-throated
Dipper (Cinclus cinclus), Blacknecked Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis), Great White Egret (Ardea
Rock Bunting
alba), and others.

Haghartsin, Tavush Marz

Phoenicurus erythrogaster

Golden Eagle

Haghartsin is represented by
Caucasian Grouse (Lyrurus mlo
ko
siewiczi), Caspian Snowcock
(Tetraogallus caspius), Black
Stork (Ci
conia nigra), Lesser
Spot
ted Eagle (Clanga po
ma
rina), Golden Eagle (Aquila chry
saetos), Corncrake (Crex crex).

In Pambak Mountain chain
Tetrao mlokosiewiczi is confined
to the edge of the snow-line in
the upper edges of the forest
and in the subalpine and alpine
meadows. The following species
of special concern are also present: Gypaetus barbatus, Gyps
fulvus, Accipiter gentilis, Aquila pomarina, A. clanga, A. chrysaetos, Prunella ocularis and Phoenicurus erythrogaster.

Mt. Aragats, Aragatsotn Marz

Pambak Mountain Chain, Lori Marz
The best birdwatching sites on Mt. Aragats are located around
Amberd fortress and up near Kari Lake. Here, at the altitudes
between 2000 and 3200 m above sea level, more than 200 bird
species can be seen including: Alpine Accentor (Prunella collaris), Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris), Snow Finch (Montifringilla
nivalis), Caucasian Twite (Acanthis flavirostris brevirostris), Water
Pipit (Anthus spinoletta), Crimson-winged Finch (Rhodopechys
sanguineus), Northern Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe), Ring Ouzel
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Northern Wheatear

(Turdus torquatus) and more others. The raptors are impressive
and include Eastern Imperial
Eagle (Aquila heliacal), Lesser
Spotted Eagle (Clanga pomarina) and Long-legged Buzzard
(Buteo rufinus) in summer and
Pallid Harrier (Circus macrourus)
and Steppe Eagle (Aquila nipalensis) in autumn.

Mt. Ara, Aragatsotn Marz

Caucasian Grouse

The mount is recognized as a
globally important habitat for the
conservation of bird populations
and has rich wildlife. Protected
area of 2,540 ha which spreads
between 1,874 - 2,571m, is the
best place for observing Caucasian Grouse (Lyrurus mlokosiewiczi), European Honey-buzzard
(Pernis apivorus) and Corncrake (Crex crex).

Khosrov State Reserve, Ararat Marz

In Khosrov State Reserve at least 156 bird species have been recorded and 76 of these have been proved to breed. This is an
outstanding site for raptors, with
Oenanthe hispanica
at least 21 species breeding and
three possibly breeding, including Aquila chrysaetos, A. pomarina, Circaetus gallicus, Accipiter
brevipes and, uniquely in Armenia, a small relict population of
Aegolius funereus. A colony of
Apus melba in Azat Gorge numbers some 2,000 birds. Among other breeding birds are Dendrocopos medius, Oenanthe hispanica, Monticola saxatilis, M. solitarius and Bucanetes githagineus.

Lake Sevan National Park, Gegharkunik Marz

Sevan National Park has 267 registered bird species, out of which
39 species are included in the Red Data Book of Armenia, one is
endemic (Armenian Gull (Laurus
Armenian Gull
armenicus)), and 83 are included
in the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds. Lake Sevan
and its surrounding wetlands
serve as a stopover point for
many migratory waterbirds and
shorebirds which stop to rest
during their lengthy journey at spring and fall migrations. Such rare
birds as Great Egret (Casmerodius albus), Glossy Ibis (Plegadis
falcinellus), Mute Swan (Cygnus olor), Whooper Swan (C. cygnus),
Demoiselle Crane (Grus vigro) are documented here regularly during the migrations.
Norashen Reserve was established to protect a unique and wellknown breeding ground of Armenian Gulls (Larus armenicus), the

so-called «Gull Island». A large colony of Armenian Gull which
breeds on the island makes up a significant proportion of the entire species population in Asia Minor. Species also found breeding
on the island include Ruddy Shelduck (Tadorna ferruginea), Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), Gadwall (Anas strepera), Eurasian Hoopoe (Upupa epops) and Northern Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe).
Other species that can be found in Norashen Reserve include
Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo), Little Grebe (Tachybaptus
ruficollis), Great-crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus), Black-necked
grebe (Podiceps nigricollis), Slender-billed gull (Larus genei), Little
gull (Larus minutus), Long-tailed jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus),
Purple heron (Ardea purpurea), Black-crowned night heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) and Northern shoveler (Anas clypeata). Also,
a variety of shorebirds such as
Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) and Little Ringed Plover
(Charadrius dubius) can be seen
foraging along the shorelines of
the lake. During migration period, many flocks of wild geese
and diving ducks, including
Red-cresterd Pochard
Common Shelduck (Tadorna
tadorna), Common Pochard (Aythya ferina), Red-crested Pochard
(Netta rufina), Garganey (Anas querquedula) and Common Teal
(Anas crecca), are seen flying over the area and occasionally stopping to rest on their journey further south.
Lichk Reserve, a marshland on the southernmost side of the Sevan lake, is home to wetland birds never seen at this altitude in
other parts of the world, among them the Stork and Pelican. Lichk
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Common Pochard

offers excellent opportunities to
many water and shorebirds as a
breeding, foraging and stopover
site. Coots and divers such as
Common Pochard (Aythya ferina) and Red-crested Pochard
(Netta rufina) breed here. A good
number of herons, egrets, cormorants and waders such as Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago)
and Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) are regular visitors, while
most of them stay into winter.
Among the most striking areas within the national park is the Artanish Peninsula located on the eastern coast of the lake. Isolated and largely undisturbed, the peninsula boasts three separate
bioregions and provides shelter for many of the parks 267 species
of birds including the Eurasian
Mallard
Coot (Fulica atra), Mallard (Anas
platyrhynchos), Greylag goose
(Anser anser), Glossy ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) and White stork
(Ciconia ciconia). Also, the peninsula offers good opportunities
for some extremely rare sightings like Great white pelican
(Pelecanus onocrotalus), Dalmatian pelican (Pelecanus crispus)
and Greater flamingo (Phoenicopterus roseus).

Vardenyats Pass and Argitchi River Plateau,
Gegharkunik Marz

Ortolan Bunting, White-throated Robin, Citrine Wagtail, Longlegged Buzzard, Short-toed Snake Eagle, Rock Thrush, Hoopoe,
Common Rosefinch, Twite, Linnet, Black-headed Bunting, Redbacked Shrike and many other passerines can be seen here. After
crossing through the pass, the
grass-lined hills of the highland
steppe of Argitchi River Plateau
are home to Ruddy Shelduck
and sometimes Snowfinch.
Lesser White-fronted Goose is a
spring migrant in this area.
Short-toed Snake Eagle

Khor Virap State Sanctuary, Ararat Marz

Khor Virap State Sanctuary is a Ramsar site
(Ramsar sites are wetlands of international importance
designated under the Ramsar Convention)
The site is important for over 100 species of migratory waterbirds,
of which 30 species are breeding here, including the globally
threatened Marbled Teal (Marmaronetta angustirostris) and
endangered White-headed Duck
(Oxyura leucocephala), as well
as national threatened species
such as the Pygmy Cormorant
(Phalacrocorax pygmaeus) and
Gadwall (Anas strepera).
Pygmy Cormorant

Vedi Hills, Ararat Marz

Mongolian Finch, which was first found in Armenia in 2001, was
subsequently proved to breed here, and the site remains the only
known place in the country where the species can be observed.
Trumpeter Finch is seen here more frequently and regularly. One of
the most sought-after West Palearctic birds, Grey-necked Bunting
is hard to miss at this site and
Blue Rock Thrush
in the heat of the day it is the
only bird that continues to sing,
pausing for only short breaks.
Breeding stars of this area also
include Finsch’s Wheatear, Upcher’s Warbler, Eastern Rock
Nuthatch, Woodchat Shrike,
and Pale Rockfinch, irregularly
Eastern Orphean Warbler and with luck the Eagle Owl. Common
breeders here are Chukar, Crag Martin, Blue Rock Thrush, Blackeared Wheatear, Rock Sparrow and Black-headed Bunting. From
nearby areas the water source is visited by Ortolan and Rock Buntings and occasionally by Crimson-winged Finch.
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On the way to the hills from Vedi
town the road passes between
orchards and vineyards, where
Ménétries’s Warbler, Lesser Grey
Shrike and restless flocks of
Rosy Starling can be found. Further along the way, at an open
Isabelline Wheatear
badland area common birds
include Hoopoe, European Bee-eater, Roller, Crested Lark, Rufous Bushchat and Isabelline Wheatear. Gentle slopes with ridges
hold Woodlark, Short-toed Lark and Tawny Pipit, a riverbed with
meager amounts of water supports breeding Little Ringed Plover.
Regularly breeding raptors of the area include Egyptian Vulture
and Long-legged Buzzard, while a good selection of them, such
as Lammergeier, Griffon and Black Vultures, Golden, Lesser Spotted, Short-toed and Booted Eagles, visit from the nearby Khosrov
State Reserve.

Glossy Ibis
The fish farm’s extensive areas
of saline semi desert with variable sized shallow puddles here
and there create favorable
breeding conditions for terns
and
waders.
Characteristic
breeding avifauna includes species such as: Black-necked, Little and Great Crested Grebes, Pygmy Cormorant, Little Bittern,
Cattle and Little Egrets, Night, Squacco and Purple Herons, Glossy
Ibis, Spoonbill, Greylag Goose, Marbled, Ferruginous and Whiteheaded Ducks, Marsh Harrier, Sedge, Moustached, Reed, Great
Reed, Paddyfield and Savi’s Warblers, Bearded Reedling, Penduline Tit and Reed Bunting.

Semi-collared Flycatcher
chrysaetos), Bearded (Gypaetus
barbatus) and Egyptian Vultures
(Neophron percnopterus), Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo), Lanner
(Falco biarmicus) and Peregrine
Falcons (Falco peregrinus), as
well as Semi-collared Flycatcher
(Ficedula semitorquata) and European Roller (Coracius garrulus). Pallid Harrier (Circus macrourus), Lesser Kestrel (Falco naumanni) and occasionally Greater
Spotted Eagles (Aquila clanga) are observed during migration.

Gorayk, Syunik Marz

Noravank, Vayots Dzor Marz

Armash fish-farm, Ararat Marz

Here over 190 species have been recorded, a number of which
are listed in the International Red Data Book of Endangered Species. Species of conservation concern supported at the site include Short-toed (Circaetus gallicus) and Golden Eagles (Aquila

In Gorayk one can see Globally
Threatened Lesser Kestrel in Armenia. However, it is also noted
for the presence of other species, such as Cinereous Vulture,
Corncrake, Roller – many of national or international conservation importance.

Corncrake

Zangezur State Sanctuary, Syunik Marz

Here Breeding birds include
Caucasian Grouse (Lyrurus mlo
ko
siewiczi), Caspian Snowcock
(Tetraogallus caspius), Bear
ded
Vulture (Gypaetus barbatus),
Egyptian Vulture (Neophron
percnopterus) and Golden Eagle
(Aquila chrysaetos).

Bearded Vuiture
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Bulgaria

ulgaria is a paradise for birdwatchers. Lying on the Balkan Peninsula, one of the most strategically important points for
bird observation in Europe, Bulgaria has taken a lot from everything: waterfowl, waders, mountain and meadow bird species typical for Central and Northern Europe, passerines and raptors characteristic of the Mediterranean, steppe and even
semi-desert species influenced by the proximity of the Northern Pontic regions and Asia Minor. The variety of habitats that could be
found in the country is amazing. When we add the outstanding location at the end of the natural bottle-neck, formed by the second
biggest autumn migratory route in Europe (Via Pontica) we end up with a complete complex of conditions for a superb birdwatching
almost all the year round, including a checklist of more than 420 species discovered by now. The best time to visit is spring, with, on
average, 220-230 species, including many rarities, but birding in autumn is also good, especially for large raptor migration, pelicans,
and shorebirds. Also, Bulgaria is one of the best European countries for birding in winter when thousands Red-breasted Geese can
be seen, massive flocks of tens of thousands of pelicans, storks and incredible variety of birds of prey during migration and not the
least for other specialties like Olive-tree Warbler, Semi-collared Flycatcher, Masked Shrike, Levant Sparrowhawk, Orphean Warbler,
Pied Wheatear, Paddyfield Warbler, Eastern Imperial Eagle, Black-headed Bunting, Isabelline Wheatear, etc.
Via Pontica is the second biggest flyway in Europe, passing along the Western Black Sea coast. Millions of birds and countless flocks of soaring migrants use this route between their breeding grounds and their wintering quarters – an impressive performance, gathering birdwatchers from all around the world to enjoy.

Durankunlak Lake, Dobrich Province

Durankunlak Lake is a Ramsar Site (Ramsar sites are wetlands of international importance designated under the Ramsar Convention).
The migratory route Via Pontica passes through here, which
turns it into a suitable destination for ornithology tourism. 256
bird species have been registered within the protected locality,
as 92 of them are nesting birds. The species Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus), Lesser Grey Shrike (Lanius minor), Ferruginous
Duck (Aythya nyroca), Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrines),
etc. nest in the lake. Lake Durankulak holds enormous variation
throughout the year. Good number of herons, cormorants, ducks,
bitterns, crakes and passerines
Little Bittern
breed here, and several of them
can be found all year round, including Moustached Warbler,
Bearded Tit, Marsh Harrier and
Pygmy Cormorant. Waders feature Marsh, Curlew and Broadbilled Sandpipers, Temminck’s
Stint, Kentish & Grey Plovers,

Red-necked Phalarope, Black-winged Stilt, Collared Pratincole,
Great Snipe, Gull-billed, Caspian, Little, Sandwich and the three
species of Marsh Terns, Mediterranean, Yellow-legged, Pontic, Little, Common and Slender-billed Gulls can be spotted.
The Durankulak is of global importance for wintering Redbreasted goose (Branta ruficollis), Greater white-fronted goose
(Anser albifrons) and Pygmy cormorant (Phalacrocorax pygmeus),
and also important for some other wintering or migrating waterbirds. The Durankulak lake was declared a Ramsar site because
of the populations of three species of water birds – white-headed
goose, red-necked goose and green-headed goose which spend
the winter here, as well as the multiple species of small cormorant
and pink pelican.

Shabla Lake Complex, Dobrich Province

247 bird species were discovered on the territory of the reserve,
some of them are included in the red Book of Bulgaria (a list of
endangered species in the country). 137 bird species are of European importance. Globally endangered species nest in the
protected area of Shabla lake, such as the corncrake (Crex crex)
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Cygnus cygnus
and the ferruginous duck (Aythya nyroca). Among the globally endangered species, which
can be seen in autumn and
winter, are the White–headed
Duck (Oxyura leucocephala),
the Dalmatian Pelican (Pelecanus crispus), and the Pigmy
Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pygmeus). 80-90% of the worldwide
Red-breasted Goose population finds shelter in the Shabla and
Durankulak lakes in winter. The lake complex is very important in
winter for the globally threatened Branta ruficollis and for Anser
albifrons, which both occur in
Phalacrocorax pygmenus
huge numbers, as well as for
other wintering and migrating
waterbirds such as Phalacrocorax pygmeus, Cygnus cygnus,
Anas platyrhynchos and Aythya
nyroca (one pair sometimes remains to breed). The site is also
a notable migratory bottleneck
site in autumn, when up to 6,500 Ciconia ciconia have been counted passing overhead.

Kaliakra Cape, Dobich Province

Bolata and Tukliman (Birds’ Bay)

There are two humid zones north from Kaliakra - Bolata and Tukliman
(Birds’ Bay). Here you can find interesting water-loving birds nesting
– loons, ducks, etc. These places are extremely rich during the migration period when more than 150 types of ducks stop to rest and eat.
The cliff massifs host owls, buzzards; reptiles that are threatened by
extinction and are included in the Red Book of Bulgaria.

Zlatni Pyasatsi (Golden Sands) Natural Park,
Varna Province

Baltata, Dobrich Province
A total of 310 kinds of birds live on the territory of Kaliakra and 100
of them require special measures for their habitats preservation.
106 of these bird species are protected at European level. The European Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) and the Aristotle Cormorant (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) nest here. The region is extremely
important for migrating birds because Via Pontica, the second
biggest migratory route in Europe, passes through it. Every autumn between August and October thousands of birds fly through
the reserve. This includes more
than 29 000 storks, pelicans,
and cranes, as well as over 3000
birds of prey, including the globally endangered Pallid Harrier
(Circus macrourus), Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) and Eastern
Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliacal).
European Shag

Over 120 bird species occur at
the park territory. The breeding
birds in the park are 86 species, of which 46 are resident
birds. Among the birds that are
all year round in the Park are the
Jay (Garrulus glandarius), the
Blackbird (Turdus merula), Robin
(Erithacus rubecula), Great Tit
(Parus major), Hawfinch (Coccothraustes coccothraustes) and
Great Spotted Woodpecker (Picoides major). The migratory birds
that occur in the Park are 72 species, including those that use the
Via Pontica migratory way just above the Park. In the Nature Park
nest, but winter elsewhere the species Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus), Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus), Eurasian Hoopoe (Upupa epops),
Nightingale (Luscinia megarynchos), Semi-collared Flycatcher
(Muscicapa semitoprquata).
Jay

Purple Heron

More than 180 are the bird species, established in the region.
Some of them are the Purple
Heron (Ardea purpurea), Greenheaded Goose (Anas platyrhynchos), Mallard (Grus grus), etc.;
over 90 of them are nesting
birds.
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Kamchia Biosphere Reserve, Varna Province

The area is a key site for birds and harbors 258 bird species,
which is about 66% of the established diversity in Bulgaria. A
number of rare bird species for
Bulgaria and Europe, such as
the black stork (Ciconia nigra),
the small squalling eagle (Aquila
pomarina), and the Orco falcon
(Falco subbuteo), etc. are bred
in the Kamchia reserve. The site
is important for wintering CygDendrocopos medius
nus cygnus and is the most important breeding area in Bulgaria for Dendrocopos medius and
Ficedula semitorquata. Birds include a small colony of little egrets
(Egretta garzetta) and the rare half-collared flycatcher (Ficedula
albicollis semitorquata). The locality is also a major migratory bottleneck site (Via Pontica), where 60,000 or more white storks pass
overhead each autumn.

Kamchiyska Mountain, Varna Province

This is one of the most important breeding areas in the country
for some raptors (Neophron percnopterus, Aquila chrysaetos) and
forest species (Dendrocopos
medius, Ficedula semitorquata).
The eastern part of the mountain
is also a major migratory bottleneck site, where huge numbers
of large soaring migrants pass
overhead in autumn, especially
Ciconia ciconia (up to 80,000 per
Neophron percnopterus
season) and Aquila pomarina.

Emine, Burgas Province

The headland is a major migratory bottleneck site, where huge
numbers of soaring waterbirds and raptors pass overhead in autumn, especially Ciconia ciconia.
Wood Lark
It is also one of the most important breeding areas for Olive-tree
Warbler (Hippolais olivetorum) in
the country. Here one can also
see Osprey (Pandion haliaetus),
Yelkouan Shearwater (Puffinus
yelkouan), Dalmatian Pelican
(Pelecanus crispus), Levant
Sparrowhawk (Accipiter brevipes), Lesser Spotted Eagle (Clanga
pomarina), European Roller (Coracias garrulous), Wood Lark (Lullula arborea), Semi-collared Flycatcher (Ficedula semitorquata).

Pomorie Lake, Burgas Province

Recurvirostra avosetta

The lake is important for breeding Recurvirostra avosetta, migrating Pelecanus crispus and
wintering Cygnus olor.

Atanasovsko Lake, Burgas Province

Atanasovsko Lake is a Ramsar site

(Ramsar sites are wetlands of international importance
designated under the Ramsar Convention)
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The lake is known as a habitat
of protected species. 316 bird
species out of 400 which can be
seen all over Bulgaria are found
in the region. 14 of them are
globally endangered: Pelecanus
crispus, Phalacrocorax pygBranta Ruficolis
meus, Branta ruficollis, Anser
erythropus, Numenius tenuirostris, Crex crex, Aythya nyroca. 83
out of the 316 bird species are included in the Red Book of Bulgaria, and 170 species are of European natural protection significance. The Atanasovsko Lake does not freeze during the winter,
which turns it into a center of the hibernating water birds. The lake
is situated on the migratory way Via Pontica. Together with the
rest of the lakes in the Burgas region, it is one of the most favorable places for accommodation of pelicans and storks between the
delta of Danube and the Bosporus.
During the summer the lake is filled with Himantopus himantopus, Recurvirostra avosetta, etc. bird species. The most numerous
are the colonies of Recurvirostra avosetta, Himantopus himantopus, Sterna Albifrons and Sterna sandvicensis. The white swallow
(Glareola pratincola) is the reservation symbol. This is the only
place where the Sterna sandvicensis, Larus melanocephalus
and the Gelochelidon nilotica
breed.
Himantopus himantopus

Lake Vaya or Burgas, Burgas Province

Vaya is part of the three most important wetland complexes for
water birds living on the Black Sea Coast. Here tourists can see
approximately 260 bird species throughout the year. Nine of them
are threatened with extinction globally. There are very few spots in
Bulgaria where people can see colonies of nesting black-crowned
night herons (Nycticorax nycticorax), little egrets (Egretta garzetta), and squacco herons (Ardeola ralloides) in one place. If you
take walks around the lake during the winter you have a chance
of seeing pygmy cormorants (Phalacrocorax pygmeus), Dalmatian
pelicans (Pelecanus crispus), beautiful and exquisite red-breasted
geese (Branta ruficollis), tender
Squacco Heron
white-headed ducks (Oxyura),
common pochards (Aythya ferina) and tufted ducks (Aythya
fuligula). Vaya is a preferred rest
stop for many migrating birds
passing through the Via Pontica
invisible migratory highway.

Mandra – Poda Complex, Burgas Province

The Mandra-Poda is a habitat for 265 bird species. These include
the only mixed colony of European Spoonbills (Platalea leucorodia) on the Black Sea coast; the Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus);
and Nocturnal, Red, Gray, Ringed, and Lesser Herons (Ardea).
There are 46 species of nesting birds, the most attractive of which
are the Common Tern (Sterna hirundo); the Greater Cormorant
(Phalacrocorax carbo); various kinds of diving ducks (Aythya); other species of waterfowl (Anatidae); and the Western Marsh-harrier
(Circus aeruginosus).
During the winter months, the area from Bourgas’ Foros Bay to
the Poda Reserve is visited by a
variety of migratory species: the
Pygmy Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pygmeus), the Dalmatian
Pelican (Pelecanus crispus), the
Tundra Swan (Cygnus bewickii),
and others. The Via Pontica, Europe’s second largest flyway for
Western Marsh-Harrier
migratory birds, passes directly

Tundra Swan
over the Poda Preserve, and
every year brings populations of
White Storks (Ciconia ciconia),
Great White Pelicans (Pelecanus
onocrotalus), and thousands of
other birds – predators, swimmers, and waders. Here the best
time to observe birds is during
the months of March, April, August, and September.

Ropotamo Complex, Burgas Province

Ropotamo Complex is a
Ramsar site
(Ramsar sites are wetlands
of international importance
designated under the Ramsar
Convention)
One can see here 260 bird
species, among which: white
stork (C.Ciconia), sea eagle

Ficedula Semi-torquata
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Haliaeetus Albicilla
(Haliaeetus albicilla) and semiwhiteneck fly-catcher (Ficedula
semitorquata), various species
of herons, ducks, small cormorant (Ph. Pygmeus). Ropotamo
is important as a breeding site
for Ficedula semitorquata, and
is also a notable migratory bottleneck site, where a minimum of 10,000 Ciconia ciconia pass
overhead each autumn.

Bubo Bubo
country for Ciconia nigra, raptors such as Neophron percnopterus, Circaetus gallicus, Aquila
pomarina, Aquila chrysaetos,
Hieraaetus pennatus and Bubo
bubo, and forest species such as
Picus canus, Dendrocopos medius and Ficedula semitorquata.
The mountain is a major migratory bottleneck site, where more
than 33,000 Ciconia ciconia pass overhead each autumn.

Birdwatching Sites

Strandzha Nature Park, Burgas Province

Via Pontica avian migratory route passes through the coastal areas of Strandzha Park. Every year millions of birds fly through this
air corridor swopping their mating places in Northern Europe for
the winter shelters in Africa. This makes the park extremely important for the survival of scores of rare and protected bird species.
270 kinds of birds are spotted on the territory of the park. The
populations of 50 species are of European importance. Strandzha
Nature Park is one of the most important breeding areas in the
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Georgia

ue to Georgia’s specific geographic location, there are extremely diverse ecosystems from Alpine meadows to semi-deserts, wetlands, costal landscape, numerous lakes and rivers, caves, magnificent mountain-chains and peaks covered
with eternal snow. The variety of ecosystems conditions the richness of the flora and fauna of Georgia, with more than 350
species of birds. Also, this is very favorable for bird watching, as in a short period of time and in areas very close to each other it
is possible to see birds from totally different habitats. In Georgia there are several spectacular birdwatching locations, with very
different characteristics.
Birders tend to target the ‘big five’ species: Caucasian Snowcock, Caucasian Black Grouse, Great Rosefinch, Güldenstädt’s
Redstart and Caucasian Chiffchaff. Other regional specialties include: Twite (interior Asian form - a potential split), Red-fronted
Serin, Wallcreeper, Citrine Wagtail, White-winged Snowfinch, Red-billed and Alpine Choughs, Chukar, Horned Lark, Water Pipit,
Greenish Warbler, Barred Warbler, Alpine Accentor, Common Rosefinch and dozens of other species. Common raptors include:
Bearded Vulture, Griffon Vulture, Golden Eagle, Imperial Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Long-legged Buzzard, and Levant Sparrowhawk.
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Batumi: Eastern Black Sea Migration
Bottleneck, Adjara Province

The Batumi bottleneck represents one of the most important bird
watching sites in Eastern Europe, where migratory birds concentrate on route to Africa and southern Asia. The Batumi bottleneck
is considered one of the narrowest migration corridors for the
birds of prey, which is visited by more than 1,000,000 migratory
birds per year. The density of migrating birds that can be watched
from the site is higher than any other place in the Caucasus region. The area is extremely important from the standpoint of observation of world bird migration processes and is known by the
name of Eastern Black Sea MiLesser Kestrel
gration Corridor. In autumn, 35
species of raptors from Scandinavia, Russian forests and
Central Asia visit the place on
the road to south, for wintering
in Africa. Common Buzzards
are the dominant species, but
many Black Kites, European

Honey-buzzards, Northern, Montagu’s, Pallid and Western Marsh
Harriers, Eurasian and Levant Sparrowhawks, Eurasian Hobbies,
Common and Lesser Kestrels, Red-footed Falcons, Merlins, Ospreys, Short-toed Snake-eagles, Lesser Spotted Eagles, Greater
Spotted Eagles, Imperial Eagles, Steppe Eagles, Booted Eagles,
and White-tailed Eagles could be seen as well. Smaller numbers of
Northern Goshawks, Peregrine and Saker Falcons, Golden Eagles,
and Rough-legged Buzzards are regularly spotted. Other species
to watch for include other soaring birds like storks and pelicans as
well as a good variety of waterfowl and shorebirds. Since 2012,
the annual Batumi Bird Festival is being conducted in Adjara. It
is very important event for the birdwatchers and it attracts lots of
the visitors from abroad.

White-winged Tern
Squacco Heron, Great Egret,
Eurasian Spoonbill, Glossy Ibis,
Lesser White-fronted Goose,
Ruddy Shelduck, Marsh Sandpiper, Great Snipe, many species
of ducks and waders, Eurasian
Coot, Great Black-headed Gull,
Gull-billed Tern, White-winged
Tern, White-headed Duck, White-tailed Eagle, and Greater Spotted Eagle.

Adjara-Imereti Ridge, Adjara, Guria, Imereti,
Samtskhe-Javakheti Provinces

alpine meadows, where Water
Pipits are common and where
Caucasian Chiffchaff can be numerous. However, the really special bird is Caspian Snowcock,
restricted to the highest mountains of the Lesser Caucasus.

Caucasian Chiffchaff

Borjomi Kharagauli National Park,
Samtskhe-Javakheti region

Kolkheti Weatlands, Adjara, Guria,
Samegrelo-Svaneti

The area harbors many waterfowl birds and is extremely important for waterfowl wintering and migrating. Atraction for birdwatchers in Kolkheti wetlands include: Great Crested Grebe, Little
Egret, Red-necked Grebe, Black-necked grebe, Great Cormorant,

Here the popular species include Caucasian Grouse (Lyrurus
mlokosiewiczi), Eastern Imperial Eagle (Aquila heliacal), Corncrake
(Crex crex) and Great Snipe (Gallinago media).
The most accessible section of the ridge is the area near Zekari Pass. The road ascends through pine forest that holds Whitethroated Dipper and Black, White-backed, and Middle Spotted
Woodpeckers. At the pass it reaches the seasonal grasslands and

Avifauna of this region includes
Lesser Spotted, Middle Spotted,
White-backed, Green, and Black
Woodpeckers, Goshawk, Peregrine Falcon, Common Crossbill,
Krüper’s Nuthatches
Common Wood-pigeon, Stock
Dove, White-throated Dipper, Winter Wren, Eurasian and Krüper’s
Nuthatches, Goldcrest, various warblers and other songbirds. In
subalpine and alpine areas, the Golden Eagle is regular.
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Meskheti, Samtskhe-Javakheti region

The avifauna of Meskheti includes at least two of the 10 species
in Europe that are restricted (when breeding) to the Eurasian highmontane biome. The site is of great significance for raptors, with
at least 32 species recorded, and is one of the most important
in the country for breeding species, notably Hieraaetus pennatus,
Gyps fulvus (46 pairs in 1996) and others. There have been two
recent records of Hieraaetus fasciatus. The site is an important migration bottleneck for raptors, some of which actually stage at the
site rather than just passing through; species include Circaetus
gallicus (common), Pernis apivFalco Cherrug
orus, Milvus migrans, harriers
Circus, Accipiter gentilis, Accipiter nisus, Accipiter brevipes, Aquila pomarina (frequent), Aquila
nipalensis, Falco columbarius
and Falco cherrug.

Vardzia Cave Town, Samtskhe-Javakheti region

Vardzia is an impressive man-made cave complex carved into a
vertical cliff over the Mtkvari River that was founded in the 12th
Century. The area around the caves is home to a number of typical East Mediterranean species. Most remarkable are vultures and
several species of reptiles. It is possible to observe: Griffon, Egyptian and Bearded Vultures, Golden Eagle, Short-toed Snake-eagle,
and Long-legged Buzzard are a common sight. Other birds of prey
are Levant Sparrowhawk and Peregrine Falcon. In surrounding
areas, Chukars are relatively common. Other birds are Crag Martin, Black-eared Wheatear, Blue
Peregrine Falcon
Rock Thrush, Orphean Warbler,
Lesser Whitethroat, Rock Nuthatch, Lesser Grey Shrike, Rosecoloured Starling, Rock Sparrow, Black-headed and Ortolan
Buntings and other songbirds
typical of semiarid landscapes.
European Bee-eater and Hoopoe are common birds at Vardzia.

Javakheti National Park,
Samtskhe-Javakheti region

The Avifauna of Javakheti Upland is very attractive for birders and
may be considered as one of the most interesting and important
birdwatching areas not only in Georgia, but in whole South Caucasus. The Javakheti Upland gives birdwatchers a great opportunity
to enjoy observation in summer of 170-180 bird species, up to 220
species in the spring and in fall and in some years more. Especially
high diversity and density of birds is observed during seasonal
migrations, when area harbors large aggregations of numerous
bird species – in spring (end of
March-1st decade of May) and
in fall (end of August-1st half of
October). Key bird species are
waterbirds, raptors, and passerines. The net of roads, soft relief,
vegetation, meteorological conditions during snowless period
White Stork
in Javakheti simplifies observations of birds. The following species should be mentioned: Velvet

Scoter, Ruddy Shelduck, Ferruginous Duck, Corncrake, Dalmatian
and White Pelicans, Marsh and Terek Sandpipers, Great Blackheaded Gulls, Gull-billed Terns, White-winged Terns, White Storks,
Wryneck, Goshawk and White-throated Dipper. Hikers climbing up
the volcanic mountains of Javakheti will be rewarded with a good
chance of seeing Crimson-winged Finch and Radde’s Accentor.
Almost all common European birds of prey can be recorded in
Javakheti, especially during seasonal passages, as well as various species of waders, when sometimes at least 20 species are
presented at wetlands of Javakheti Upland.

Tabatskuri Lake, Samtskhe-Javakheti region

Tabatskuri is a high alpine lake
situated in the Javakheti Highland, at the foot of the Trialeti
and Samsari ranges. Corncrake
(Crex crex) is one of the species
that may be expected to be seen
around the lake.

Corncrake
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Kazbegi (Stephantsminda),
Mtskheta-Mtianeti Province

centor, Common Rosefinch and
dozens of other species. Common raptors include: Bearded
Vulture, Griffon Vulture, Golden
Eagle and Peregrine Falcon.

Common Rosefinch

Davit Gareji, Kakheti Province
Avifauna popular here includes Syrian, Great Spotted and Green
Woodpecker and Red-breasted Flycatcher and Redstarts and
a wide range of familiar species. Around the dam, there can be
found Armenian Gull, Dipper and Grey Wagtail.
There are a few endemic and other sought after species here,
and they can be found in the Kazbegi Nature Reserve. The Kazbegi region is the place where the “Big Five” Caucasian birds can
be seen: Caucasian Snowcock, Caucasian Black Grouse, Great
Rosefinch, Güldenstädt’s Redstart, and Caucasian Chiffchaff.
Here you may also observe
other regional specialties including: Twite (interior Asian form),
Red-fronted Serin, Wallcreeper,
Citrine Wagtail, White-winged
Snowfinch, Red-billed and Alpine Choughs, Chukar, Horned
Lark, Water Pipit, Greenish WarGreenish Warbler
bler, Barred Warbler, Alpine Ac-

The area of Davit Gareji is one
of the most spectacular sights
in Georgia, both for wildlife and
for history.
Rock Dove
Attractions for birdwatchers
are breeding colonies of Eurasian Griffon and Egyptian Vultures,
breeding Imperial Eagles, Chukar (March through April), Roller,
Hoopoe; large aggregations of Eurasian Bee-eaters, Rose-colored
Starling (May-June), and Rock Dove. Also can be seen raptors
such as: Long-legged Buzzard, Common and Lesser Kestrels, Ci-

nereous Vulture, Eurasian Sparrowhawk and Short-toed Snake-eagle. Passerines include: Calandra Lark, Crag Martin, Rufous-tailed
Scrub-robin, Isabelline Wheatear, Pied Wheatear, Willow Warbler,
Orphean Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat, Rock Nuthatch, Lesser Grey
Shrike, Woodchat Shrike, Spanish Sparrow, Black-headed, Rock
and Ortolan Buntings. This semiarid Mediterranean habitat with
wooded ravines is a good place
to find Green Warbler and Rock
Sparrow. Blue Rock Thrush is
also easily found and there are
many Red-breasted Flycatcher.
There is also a chance of Finch’s
Rufos-tailed Scrub Robin
Wheatear, Saker Falcon and other commoner species. On the approach to the monastery there
are a couple of small roadside lakes that are well worth a look,
providing a range of aquatic species (White-winged Terns and Little Bittern amongst other species).

Chachuna Nature Reserve, Kakheti Province

Here there is a reservoir which attracts a range of birds not least
the White-tailed Eagles. Raptors, such as Long-legged Buzzard
and Levant Sparrowhawk soar over golden hills. Large aggregations of Rose-coloured Starlings and Eurasian Bee-eaters fill the
sky and Short-toed Snake-eagles circle above. Chachuna hosts all
the species that can be seen at
Davit Gareji plus additional species of interest, including: Whitethroated
Robin,
Red-tailed
Wheatear, Blue Rock Thrush,
various species of warblers,
Rock Nuthatch, Lesser Grey and
Woodchat Shrikes.
Penduline Tit
Sought after species here
include Cinereous Vulture, Eastern Imperial Eagle, Lesser Shorttoed Lark, Western Rock Nuthatch, Eastern Orphean, Menetries
Warbler, Rufous Bush Robin and Finch’s Wheatear. Pelicans,
Short-toed and Booted Eagle, European Nightjar, Greater Shorttoed Lark, Penduline Tit, Pied and Eastern Black-eared Wheatear
are also present along with a range of commoner species.
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Algeti National Park, Tetri-Tskaro,
Kvemo Kartli Region

The birdwatching site lies in the basin of the upper Algeti river, on
the wooded southern slopes of the eastern Trialeti range. The site
supports over 80 species, but a
complete list has yet to be compiled. Among those known to
occur are Accipiter gentilis, Otus
scops, Coracias garrulus, Upupa
epops, Dryocopus martius, Ptyonoprogne rupestris, Monticola
saxatilis, Sitta krueperi and LaDryocopus Martius
nius minor.

Kintrishi Protected Area, Kobuleti Municipality,
Adjara

The avifauna of this site is little-studied, with a preliminary list
comprising only 56 species. However, the site supports at least
two of the 10 species in Europe
that are restricted (when breeding) to the Eurasian high-montane biome. Species of global
conservation concern that do
not meet IBA criteria: Falco
naumanni (occurs). Also rare at
this site are Gypaetus barbatus,
Oriolus Oriolus
Aquila chrysaetos and Falco peregrinus. Other breeding birds include Hieraaetus pennatus, Alectoris chukar, Bubo bubo, Woodpeckers, Oriolus oriolus, Corvus
corax, etc.

Birdwatching Sites

T
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Turkey

urkey is located at the crossroads of continents and is very important for bird species, particularly due to migratory roads and
habitat types. Over 460 species, including 330 breeding birds can be seen, which presents more than 70 % of European bird
species. Turkey holds the stronghold of the world population of 20 species, such as the near-endemic Krueper’s Nuthatch,
Armenian Gull, White-throated Robin, Finsch’s Wheatear and Crimson-winged Finch. Globally Threatened Species regularly occur
and can be observed easily, such as Marbled Teal, Dalmatian Pelican, Lesser Kestrel, Greater Spotted Eagle and Sociable Plover.
Together with Gibraltar, Turkey is situated at one of the most important points in the Old World for monitoring birds’ migrations. With one foot on Europe and the other on Asia, Istanbul is exactly on the crossroads of bird migratory routes. The sea shore
and lagoons provide excellent birding opportunities. Every spring and autumn over 500.000 storks and 250.000 raptors fly over the
Bosphorus.
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İğneada Forests, Kirklareli Province

The site is a migratory bottleneck, where more than 8,000
Ciconia ciconia regularly pass in
autumn.

species, some of which are
threatened. It is an important site
for both breeding and wintering
waterbirds. Large numbers of
Pelecanus onocrotalus roost on
the lakes during migration. In the
lagoons and pools around the
Curlew Sandpiper
small city of Enez at the Meriç
river mouth, a lot of waders and a big number of Mediterranean
Gulls can be seen, as well as the Greater Flamingos, Curlew Sandpipers, Grey Plovers, Whimbrels, Oystercatchers, Spotted Redshanks, Avocets, Little Terns, Spur-winged Plovers, etc.
Ciconia ciconia

Gala Lake Nature Reserve, Edirne Province

are wintering in Gala Lake and
its surroundings. At Gala Lake
Squacco Herons, Glossy Ibis,
Whiskered Terns, Purple Herons,
Black-crowned Night-Herons,
Grey Heron or Little Egrets can
be seen anywhere. Some of the
Cygnus Columbianus
most interesting sights include
loads of Reed and Great Reed Warbler, Bearded Tits, Pygmy Cormorant, Black-winged Stilt, Greenshank, Wood Sandpiper, Ruff,
Ferruginous Duck, Lesser Grey Shrike, Great Egret, White Pelican,
Black Stork, Orphean Warbler, Mute Swan, Spoonbill, etc.

breasted Goose (Branta ruficollis), Ferruginous Duck (Aythya
nyroca), Black Stork (Ciconia nigra), Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias
hybrid), Little Bittern (Ixobrychus
minutus), White-winged Tern
(Chlidonias leucopterus), Great
Ferruginous Duck
Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus
arundinaceus), Olivaceous Warbler and Syrian Woodpecker (Dendrocopos syriacus).

Büyükçekmece Lake, Istanbul Province

Terkos Basen, Provinces of Istanbul and
Kirklareli

Meriç Delta, Edirne Province

Slender-billed Gull

Meriç Delta is considered one of the most important European
wetlands because of its strategic position and its ecological value
as a significant point for migrating birds. The region hosts 108

Gala Lake nature reserve houses 111 species of birds, many of
which are extremely rare and under threat of extinction. Gala Lake
and its surroundings are one of the most important overwintering areas for European population of three Swan species: Cygnus olor, Cygnus pprox and Cygnus columbianus. Approximately
6% Mute Swan and 4% Whooper Swan of European population

In the surroundings of Terkos Basen Lake one can see yield beeeaters, orioles and warblers. The reedbeds are home to Purple,
Little and Squacco Herons and Pygmy Cormorants. The pristine
habitats near the lake are home to Short-toed (Snake), Greater
Spotted and Booted eagles. Other bird species include: Red-

This lake is probably the ‘hottest’ birding spot in Istanbul.
This site is important for wintering and passage waterbirds. It
also supports a range of breeding waterbirds. The lagoons
south of the lake hold Mediterranean, Little, Yellow-legged and Slender-billed gulls, waders and
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herons whole year around. In cold winters waterfowl is abundant
and include Red-breasted Goose, Whooper Swan, Red-crested
Pochard and White-headed Duck. In summer Black-headed Bunting and Calandra Larks can been seen in the fields north of the
lake. On rainy days and early mornings Pygmy Cormorant, Glossy
Ibis, Spoonbill, Short-toed Lark, Caspian Tern and Alpine Swift can
be spotted.

Bosphorus, Istanbul Province

Küçükçekmece Basin, Istanbul Province

The site holds significant numbers of wintering waterbirds, especially Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) with 10,200 individuals. Pygmy Cormorant (Microcarbo pygmaeus) can be seen
during migration. Other species
include Little Cormorant, Tufted Duck, Smew and Common
Goldeneye.
Tufted Duck

The Bosphorus strait which divides Europe and Asia is a major migratory bottleneck, where
more than 20,000 storks and
raptors regularly pass in spring
and autumn. 5 months a year,
bird migration can be enjoyed.
White Stork, Black Stork, ComMilvus Migran
mon Buzzard, Honey Buzzard,
Lesser Spotted Eagle, Levant Sparrowhawk can be seen in highest numbers. A good day in April or September can yield over
10.000 birds a day! Here one may see Ciconia nigra, Ciconia ciconia, Pernis apivorus, Milvus migrans, Buteo buteo and Aquila
pomarina.
An early morning visit to Belgrade Forest, a mature beack/oak
forest located to the northwest of the city, yields a good collection of forest birds, including Marsh Tit, Hawfinch and Short-toed
Treecreeper. Semi-collared Flycatcher regularly breeds in selected

sectors of the forest. Grey-headed, Great-spotted, Middle and
Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers
can be regularly seen.

cies of interest include Tadorna ferruginea, Dryocopus martius,
Irania gutturalis, Sitta krueperi and Serinus pusillus.

Kizilirmak Delta, Samsun Province

At famous Sariyer migration
spot the following species can
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
be observed: Lesser Spotted
Eagle, White Stork, Black Stork, Short-toed Snake Eagle, Booted
Eagle, Black Kite, Egyptian Vulture, Honey Buzzard, Levant Sparrowhawk, Steppe Buzzard, Alpine Swift, Sardinian Warbler, European Bee-eater and Ortolan Bunting.

Ilgaz Mountains National Park, Çankiri,
Kastamonu

Tadorna Ferruginea

This is an important site for
breeding raptors such as Booted Eagle (Hieraaetus pennatus)
and Bearded Vulture (Gypaetus
barbatus). Other breeding spe-

Kizilirmak Delta is a Ramsar site
(Ramsar sites are wetlands of international importance designated under the Ramsar Convention)
Kizilirmak Delta plays an important role in the survival of many European bird species. The site is very important for breeding, wintering and passage of waterbirds, with over 10,000 waders passing through the delta in spring.
Home to such threatened species as the Dalmatian Pelican
(Pelecanus crispus), the delta
has been declared a Ramsar site
and is also protected by several
national nature protection laws.
As well as hosting 321 bird speDalmatian Pelican
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cies (known to date), the area has rich sand dune flora and very
diverse insect populations.

Artvin, Bayburt, Erzurum, Gumushane, Rize,
Trabzon

Uzungol Specially Protected Area, Çaykara
district, Trabzon province

Kackar Mountains National Park, Rize Province

Yeşilırmak Delta, Samsun Province

The site is important for breeding waterbirds and congregations
of wintering wildfowl. This is a great wetland for birdwatching;
Marsh Harriers quarter the reedbeds, and with all sorts of waders,
wildfowl and herons, are Black-winged Stilts, Purple Herons and
groups of Dalmatian Pelicans. Other species include: Red-crested
Pochard (Netta rufina), Melanitta fusca, Squacco Heron (Ardeola
ralloides). The Yeşilırmak delta is a home to abundant Odonata,
Common Tree Frogs and both
Melanitta Fusca
Stripe-necked and European
Pond Terrapins.

Eastern Black Sea
(Kardeniz) Mountains,

The Eastern Karadeniz Mountains are among of the most important
bird conservation areas in Turkey and are traversed by the most
important raptor migration route in the western Palearctic. A total
of 33 migrant and resident raptor species can be seen in this area.
The fauna includes Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), long-legged
buzzard (Buteo rufinus), peregrine (Falco peregrinus), Caspian
snowcock (Tetraogallus caspius), chukar (Alectoris chukar), grey
partridge (Perdix perdix). Other bird species include: Caucasian
Grouse (Lyrurus mlokosiewiczi), Melanitta fusca, Bearded Vulture
(Gypaetus barbatus), Egyptian
Alpine Accentor
Vulture (Neophron percnopterus), Cinereous Vulture (Aegypius
monachus), Booted Eagle (Hieraaetus pennatus), White-winged
Snowfinch (Montifringilla nivalis),
Alpine Accentor (Prunella collaris).

Here there are 250 bird species
Eurasian Jay
out of which the wild ducks and
birds of prey are the most common. Other birds seen around
the lake include White Wagtail,
Eurasian Jay, Great Tit, Common
Chaffinch, Eurasian Blackbird,
Common Redstart, Yellow-legged Gull, Common Rosefinch
and White-throated Dipper. White Wagtail (Motacilla alba) and Eurasian Jay (Garrulus glandarius ssp. Atricapillus) are very common,
and the later can be spotted even at higher elevations (1800 m).
Species seen at higher altitudes (2500 m/above tree line) 10 to 15
km south of Uzungol include: Horned Lark, Calandra Lark, Northern Wheatear, Water Pipit, White Wagtail, Lesser Spotted Eagle,
Common Rosefinch, Common Linnet, and Crested Lark.

Kackar mountains are included among the top hundred birding
sites of the world. At Kackar
Wallcreeper
Mountains the mixture of birds is
varied, with species form western Europe sharing space with
some from further east. In general, it is an isolated and largely
neglected birding hot spot which
will reward every adventurous
birder. The quaint village of Sivrikaya is the most famous spot for the Caucasian Black Grouse.
Seeing the grouse is only really guaranteed in May and June, when
the snow can be still tick. For the best views go up among the
tree line meadows by sunrise. There are plenty of other birds in
the area as well. Lammergeier, Griffon Vulture, Golden Eagle, and
many other species, such as Twite, Grey Wagtail, Dipper, Caucasian Chiffchaff, Scarlet Rosefinch, Alpine Accentor, Radde’s Accentor, Crimson-winged Finch, Wallcreeper, White-winged Snowfinches are the target species at high steppes of the Ovit Pass.
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Hatila Valley National Park, Artvin Province

Sparrow Hawk

Bird species common to Hatila Valley National Park include
Sparrow hawk, eagle, grouse,
partridge, woodpecker, blackbird and quail.

Çoruh River Valley, Artvin, Erzurum

The Çoruh Valley is recognized as an important bird area. So far
some 200 different species are identified among which Semi-

Black Stork
Collared Flycatcher (Ficedula
semitorquata), Caspian Snowcock (Tetraogallus caspius),
all European Vulture Species,
White-Tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus
albicilla), Red-Fronted Serin
(Serinus pusillus), Radde’s Accentor (Prunella ocularis), Alpine Accentor (Prunella collaris), Black Woodpecker (Dryocopus
martius), Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo), Black Stork (Ciconia nigra),
Lanner Falcon (Falco biarmicus), Caucasian Black Grouse (Tetrao
mlokosiewiczi), Crimson-Winged Finch (Rhodopechys sanguinea),
Krüper’s Nuthatch (Sitta krueperi), Caucausian Chiff chaff (Phylloscopus collybita lorenzi), Menetries’s Warbler (Sylvia mystacea),
Alpine Chough (Pyrrhocorax graculus), Wall Creeper (Tichodroma
muraria) are some of the interesting species. Çoruh Valley serves
as a very important highway for the raptors and other passage
birds migrating between CauAlpine Chough
casian region and Anatolia. Besides, there are numerous rare
bird species or birds of Caucasia in the region. During migration, which takes place in spring
and fall, tens of thousands of
migratory raptors pass through
the region. Especially during fall
migration, a magnificent bird density is observed over the valley.
Spring migration is completed in Çoruh Valley in April and May. Fall
migration can be observed thoroughly between the 20th of August
and October 20th. Including the young birds the number of migra-

tory raptors returning, reaches up to about ten thousand. Another
Valley specific feature is that the migrant raptors can be observed
from a very close distance. Singing birds are more crowded in
number during the spring migration. On the other hand, fall migration is ideal for creeping raptors, and it is at its best in September.

Borcka, Borcka, Artvin Province

In the Coruh Valley about 10 km
from the border with Georgia,
Borcka sees the passage of a
large proportion of the Russian
raptor populations as they cross
the Caucasus Mountains and
before they begin to spread out
over the Middle East. Steppe
Long-legged Buzzard
Buzzard and Western HoneyBuzzard and Black Kite are the most numerous species but Shorttoed Eagle, Steppe Eagle, Lesser Spotted Eagle and Booted Eagle
occur in good numbers as do harriers including Pallid Harrier, and
Levant Sparrowhawk. Small numbers of species such as Egyp-

tian Vulture, Long-legged Buzzard and Eastern Imperial Eagle
and Greater Spotted Eagle pass
through regularly and Saker Falcon and White-tailed Eagle also
occur.
In addition to migrant raptors
Mountain Chiffchaff
the extensive forests in this area
are good for woodpeckers including White-backed Woodpecker
and Syrian Woodpecker and there is a good selection of mountain
species such as Wallcreeper, Rock Thrushes and Alpine Accentor
while the many streams are home to Grey Wagtail and Common
Dipper. The mixed woodland of lower slopes have Green Warbler
and Mountain Chiffchaff.

39

